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The main object of the Society is to publish manuscripts, consisting of 
Poems, Tales, and Romances, illustrative of the Fenian period of Irish 
History; and other documents illustrative of the Ancient History of 
Ireland in the Irish language and character, with literal translations, 
and notes explanatory of the text. 

Subscriptions (5s. per annum) are received by the Treasurer, by any 
member of the Council, and by the Honorary Secretary, with whom the 
publications of the Society lie for distribution, and from whom pros- 
pectuses can be obtained. 



GENEE.VL EULE8. 



1. That the Society shall be called the OasiANrc Societt. ami that 
its object ahall be the publieation of Irish MannacriptB relating tci the 
Fenian period of our history^ and other historical clocuiiieiits» with literal 
tranBlatiooa and notes. 

2. That the maaageirsent of the Society shall he Tested m a President, 
Ylce-preskleots, and Cotincilj each of whom must necessarily be an 
Irish scholar. The President, Vice-prcfii dents, and Oouneil of the So- 
ciety shall be electcsd anoaolly by the members, at a General Meeting, to 
be held on the Seventeenth Day of March, the Anniversary of the So- 
ciety, or on the following Monday, in ease St. Patrick's Day shnll fall on 
a Sunday Notice of fiQch meeting^ being giTcu by pnblie advertisement, 
inviting all the member^} to attend. 

3. That the President and Council shall have power to elect a Trea- 
surer and Secretary from the Members of the ComiciL 

4. The receipts and disbursements of the Society shall be audited an- 
nually by two Auditors, elected by the Conncil ; and the Auditors' Re- 
port shall be published and distributed among tlie members. 

5. In the absence of the President or Vice-President, the Members of 
Connctl present shall be at liberty to iippoint a Chairman, who will not 
thereby lose his right to vote* Three members of the Council to form a 
quorum- 

B* The funds of the Society shall be disbursed in payment of expenses 
incident to diaehaTging the liabilities of the Society, especially in the 
publication department, and no avoidable expenses shall be incurred. 

7. Every member shall he entitled to receive one copy of the Society *s 
Publications \ and twenty extra copiea of each wort shall be printed for 
contingencies. 

8. The funds of the Society shall be lodged in Bank, in the name of 
the President, Secretary, and Treasurer of the Society, or any three 
members the Council may deem proper to appoint. 

9* The Coimcil shall have power to elect additional members, and f 11 
vacancies in its own body. 

10. Members of Council residing at an inconvenient distance from 
Dublin shall be at liberty to vote by proxy at elections. 

11. Membcrehip shall be constituted by the annual payment of Five 
ShillingSj which sum shall become duo on the 1 et of January in each 
year. 

12. The OeaiAffto SocmTr shall publish every year one volume, or 
more, if their funds enable them* 

13. No change shall be made in these Eules, except at a General 
Meeting, and at the recoramendatioa of the Council ; the proposer and 
seconder of any motion for sucli change, shall lodge a notice of their 
intention in writing, with the Secrt^tary, twenty clear days betbre the 
day of General Meeting, 

14 That all matters relating to the HclijT:iuu3 and Political difllronces 
prevailin^j^ in this country, be strictly titciudud from the meetings auU 
IJUblications of the Society* 



FIFTH ANNUAL EEPOBT. 

BIAD OBT mE 17th l>AT OV Mi^CH, iSAg, 



It U now nearly six yeari aioce the Osslauic Society was uahered Id to 
existence by m few individuals wlio anw the ne^glected and sod itate 
of the MS. literature of their counti'yt aud of that portion in partieular 
known as Ojsia»ic» which oo one seemed to vaUie. 

A meeting was held and a committee of gentlemeo, Triah scholarly en- 
rolled themtelves determined to com lu a nee operations in the vast field 
open before them, and try the experiment aa to whether any tiling could 
he lion D in tlie §hape of printing, and preserring from destruction the 
poetry, and legends ascribed to Oisin and Caoiite, the ancient bards of 
Peoian Inatory. 

Tile reimlt of their hibours is that there are now three handsome 
Tolumes of Osslanic Literature rescued from distruction and m the hands 
of the members, a fourth is just ready for press and will shortly appear. 
These Tolnmes have elicited the warm praiae of the Iriah as wetl as of 
the English press ; and the result is that there are now on the roll of the 
society, Hve hundred and thirty-two raembera. 

Tbe Council hare great gratification in announcipg that during the 
past year, one hTindred and fiTC memhera joined the Society ; and it is 
cheering to find tliat such a spirit es:ista in behalf of their labours* 

The CoTmcil deeply regret the unavoidable delay which has occurred 
in the pnblicsition of their recent volume, " Cd|tui5eAcc DljfATimutiA Ajur 
Shi^^inn©," which could not be well avoided ; as the gentleman who under, 
took the editing of the book was called out of the country on huainesa 
on various ocensions, while the book was going through press ; hut care 
ilmll be taken in future that delays of this aort shall not occur. 

Tbe Council feel great pleasure in calling attention to the labours of 
kindred societies formed in America and Australia. One established in 
Philadelphia under the careful management of a committee of Irishmen 
(of which we may name two most indefatigable memberat John Burton 
and Patrick O'Murphy, Escira.), has sent the sum of fourteen pouudsj the 
Buhs^ription of members for copiea of our last volume. 

The Auitralian Celtic Aseociation, estabUihed in Sydney, has sent 
seven pounds ten shillings^ and the books are on their way* 

It is cheering to find that in these distant regions of the globe, Irishmen 
do not forgL-t the literature of their natiye land ; and that they exult at 
the thought of liearing once more the poems and tales so often recited by 
tbe Se^^rjcUfSe, or story- teller, at their father's firesides. 

The miseion of the Osaianic Society is a noble one, and the Council 
hope they will receive that support from their country men, which will 
enable them to preserve every fragment — no matter how smalt or trivial 
which may tlirow light on the past glories of their native land. 

With this view tfiey come before you this day j their labour is one of 
love for the neglected literature of their country, and they sincerely 
hnpi- that an Iri&h public will meet them in the same spirit. 



BOOKS PRINTED BY THE SOCIETY. 

I, Caz 5liABnA ; or, the Proi^ and Poetical Account of the Battle of 
Gabhra (Garriatown), in the count j of Dublin^ fought A.D*, 283, be- 
tween Cairbrc Liflfeachair, king of Leinster, and the Feuiau forces of 
Ireland, ID which the latter were conquered^ and their ranks finally 
broken up. Edited by Nicholas O'KEABsifiY, (Out of print. )* 

II. FeiT ^I5« Cl)Ot)tiiTf CIttoij Sfjlfej^e i or» The Festivities at the House 
of Conan of Cennu Sleibhe, a romantic hiU which i& iituated on the 
bonlcrs of the Lake of Inchiquin, in the county of Clafe. Edited by 
N. O'KEABKfir, (Out of prinU) 

Tliii! documeot conttUnft n colloquy lictween Flonn aod Cauim, la iprbkb iiiuctillfUtlfi 
tliruwn ou ttiii AiKlciit Topo^rApliy of Miuuittir ; add ^q or tbo Habits naU €u9toaa« of 
tbo Fonlaji Cbi^takts^ 

III» Coit"lS^^^c DbTAHnjwbA ll| bFjurbiie A5Uf 3>jnMDTJep nsl^'J CljoTt- 
HJU1C Ttje|c SttiTvt^ ; or, an Account of the Purauit of Diarmuid Q'Duibhne 
and Grace, the daughter of Cormac Mac Airt, llonarch of Ireland in the 
Tliird Century, who was married to Ffonn Mac CuuiliaiU, from whom 
flhe eloped with Dlaifmuid. To them are ascribed the Leaba Cailhghes 
(Hags' Beds), 60 numeroua in Ireland. EditM by Sxandish HArea 
O'GHAur, Pbeiipint of the Society. 

IV* Uoitb© pfAijtjuBhe-^cfjcA I or, Fenian Poemi, Edited by John 

O'DALT, HoNOBABT SECRBTAEr. 



BOOKS IN PREPARATION. 

I. Trtjt^AGC flA Criotijfeafitjo I or the Departrnf^ of the Great Bardic 
A^eembly, being the Iniroduction to the Tuin. Bo CImuihjnE. Edited 
by Professor Coonellao, from the book of ^Ac Ci!v|tcA5 R|*bAc : a Tel- 
lum MS. of Ihe XIV, Centuxy. In. Pren, 

IL Ca|ii \>o ChuA|l5Tje ; or, the Great Cattle Spoil of Ctiail^ne 
(Couley), in the county of Louth, being a History of the Seven Tears' 
War between Ulater and Connaught ; in the reign of Mcatllibh, Queen 
of Connaught^ and Conehobliar Mae Ncssa, king of Uister, on ncoount 
of the famous bull called Bonn Chuailgne ; and which terminatet!, ac- 
cording to Roderie O'Flaherty, the Irtsh chronologiat, one year before 
the Christian era. To be edited by Wii^LiAai HicaETT* 

TliiB very aactont and ctuioiiA tract cftmpiiies tbreebundrcd doatly-written f&llos, nnii 
contaltii luany Interesting tlcUlIs of Mythological IneldeiitSt Pillar Sttme*, Oghatu In- 
criptloiLs, Tiilacbst War Cliiiriota, Lcaiiati Sighi!^ Mica and Cat hicanlatlDnnu Together 
mMth an accoujit ot the Uystedous War Weapon oBed by CuebidlAiiii]^ c&tlcd Cat Buiy i 
fiJso Somg Account of the carlj Ckri^lan MlMlonaTloa Id Irotaad, and tbe {irltiloiiea 
ei>]oyed by tbc chief batd. 

III, 2l5AtUi^ riA 5eAii6|n)6^ ; or, the Dialo^e of the Sages i an Hi a* 
torical Work in Proso and Poetry, full of rare information on tho 
achievcmenta of the Fianna Eirionn ; collated with a copy in the Book 
of Liainorei a vellum manuscript of the Fourtecatli Century, by per- 
mission of his Oface the Duke of Deironahire. To be edited by Jouet 
Win DELE. 

IV. Cac FblfJO CTIA5A ; or, an Account of the Battle fought at Ventry. 
in the county of Keny, in the Third Century of the Christian era, be- 
tween Dai re Donn, Monarch of the World, and the Fenians. To be 
edited by the Rev. James Good 3« an, A.B. 

T)ibi Hat tie lasted for aGfl dnyii; the copy at tJit' disposal &r the !rickty i«i the curliest 
kaowzL tf> fixUt, hAvlni^ Iwen copl&d fioto a veUiuji luaniiiACi'ipt of Ihc lUflecnlh ccntary, 
anw depoflit^d in tiws Bodielan Librarj-^ Oiainl> liy the Ruv, E^ D, Clcravtr- 

• New Editiom ftf Full. L and 11.^ notu out of print, will be publUnii 
aa ioon as I A* Ct^uncil receives 230 mmvs to aasiMt ift hearing the cost iff 
printing* 
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V. Cac ChvocA; or, the Battle of Castleknock, in the county of 
Dublin, fought A.D. 273, between Ck>nn Ceadchathach, Le., Conn of the 
Hundred Battles, and the Clanna Moma ; by his yictory in which. Conn 
obtained the Soyereignty of three Provinces in Ireland, viz. Connaught, 
Ulster, and Leinster. To be edited by the Bey. Thaddeus 0*Mahont. 

This tract is copied from a maaiiscript made by John Murphy of Carrignayar, in the 
county of Cork, A.D. 1735, and from the fame of the writer as a scrihe, no doubt is 
entertained of the accuracy of the text. 

VI. A TRACT ON THE TOPOGRAPHY OF IRELAND ; from 
the Psalter Mac Richard Butler, otherwise called " Saltar na Rann," 
containing the Derivation of the Names, Local Traditions, and other 
remarkable circumstances, of the Hills, Mountains, Rivers, Caves, 
Cams, Rocks, Tulachs, and Monumental remains of Pagan Ireland, 
but more eipodolly those connected with the deeds of Fionn Mac 
Chomhaill. To be edited by Provessob Connbi^lan. 

Psalter Mac Bichard Butler was originally written for Edmond, son of Richard Butler 
eaam<miy eallad '^Mac Bichard," but on his defeat by Thomas, the eighth Earl of Des- 
mond, (who was beheaded in 1497), near the banks of the Rirer Suir, where great numbers 
of «he BntlerB* foltowers wore drowned and slain, the book ten into the hands of this 
Thoovu, and was afterwards the property of Sir Qeorge Carew, Elizabeth's President of 
Hunster ; but finally came into the hands of Archbishop Laud, who bequeathed it to the 
Bodleian library* Oxford, where it is now preserred, and the Society hare permission to 
make transcripts of its contents. 

Vn. A TRACT ON THE GREAT ACTIONS OF FINN MAC 
CUMHAHiL, copied from the Psalter of Mac Richard Butler. To 
be edited by the Ret. Uligk J. Boubkb, of St. Jarlath's College, 
Tuam.* 

Vm. A MEMORIAL ON THE DAL-CASSIAN RACE, and the 
Divisions of Thomond at the Invasion of the English, A.D. 1172 ; to 
which ia aaoexed a Short Essay on the Fenii or Standing Militia of 
Ireland ; also. Remarks on some of the Laws and Customs of the Scoti, 
or Antient Irish, by the late Chevalier 0*Gorman; presented to the 
Society for publication by J. R. Jolt, Esq., LL.D., Rathmines. 

These mannscripts contain a list of the sereral families of the Macnamaras, who were 
named from the houses or lands of inheritance they seyerally enjoyed ; also a list of the 
seTeral castles In the baronies of Bnnratty and Tulla, with the names of the persons who 
erected them. 

IX. Cfi] CtiUAS tjA S56AU|5eAccA ; or. The Three Sorrows of Story- 
telliag, which reUites the tragical fate of the sons of (JiAneach, the sons 
of Tuireann, and the children of Lir, who are represented to have been 
metamorphoised into swans by their stepmother, Aoife; and in that 
shape spent seven years on Sruth na Maoile Ruadh, supposed to be that 
portion of the British Channel which separates Ireland and the Isle of 
Man. 

• TTiis tract appears in the present volume, edited by Dr, O^Donovan. 
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sHiRB AND St AE.BANa. RcT. H. D. Nicholson^ M,A. St, 
ABans^ Her is, Hgnorary Secretary. 

3. The Cambrian Institittb. K, MAiOir, Esq, High^sireiit Ten^ 

fiy, Treasurer* 

4. This Cambridge Antiqitariak Society. Oh ah, 0, Babington, 

Esq*, M. A,, Fellow of St, Jolm*8 College, Cambridge, Treasiirer, 

5. The Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. Eet» 

A EUME, U.C.L,, LL.D., f.S-A.. St^ George's, iZiverp&ol, 
Honorary Secretary. 

6 Thi^ Kilkenny and Sodth-East of Ireland ABcHJioXrOOiCAL 
Society, Rev. James Graves, A^B,, and John George 
AuoCFflTue Feiu, S^eq^, Kilkenny, Honorary Secretaries. 

7, The Suffolk: Institcte of Archeology. Samuel Tymms, 
Esq., F»S.A., Bury S£. EdmundgfllonoT&Ty Secretary and Treasurer, 

B, The Society of Antk^uaries of London. John Y. Akerqiah, 

Esq., F.S-A., Somerset House, London, Secretary, 

9. The Societf of ANTiaiJARiEs of Newcastle- upon-Tykb, John 

Adamson, Esq,, The Castle^ Newcmtle-upot^^Tyne, Secretary, 

10. The Society op ANTiauABiBS of Scotland. John St^UARTt 
Esq. I General Begisity House ^ Edinburgh , Secretary. 

11. Tne Scbrey Archaeological Societi, George Bi&a Werb, 
Ksq.^ 6, SfmthamptiiH-iireeL Copent Garden, Landon, Uonornry 
Secretary, 
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WILLIAM ELLIOTT HUDSON. 



William Eluott Hudson, the subject of this short sketch, the 
second son of Edward Hudson, a celebrated dentist of Dublin, was 
born at his father's country residence. Fields of Odin (now Henni- 
tage), near Rathfarnham, in the county of Dublin, August 18th, 1796. 
He early displayed those fine qualities which afterwards caused him 
to be so much courted in society when arrived at man's estate. His 
superior talents, together with his natural thirst for knowledge, urged 
him forward, both during his school and collegiate courses, so that 
each year he distinguished himself by obtaining either premiums or 
certificates for superior answering. After he was called to the bar 
in 1818, he went the Munster Circuit, and his abilities, far beyond 
the ordinary, soon attracted attention, and brought him in brief after 
brief, so long as he continued to practice as a cuxjuit barrister. So 
much was he admired in Cork, that such men as the late Recorder 
Waggett, Rev. Mr. Leslie, Dean Burrowes and others, were accus- 
tomed to watch the coaches, when expectmg his arrival for the 
assizes in that city ; each endeavouring to anticipate the other in 
having as their guest, even for a short period, one, whose talents 
they admired, and whose pleasing and instructive conversation, 
they so highly appreciated, proceeding as it did from an intellect, 
well stored with the varied knowledge, which a widely-extended 
course of reading had supplied to a mind admirably fitted for its recep- 
tion. In the year 1836, he was appointed Assistant Barrister for the 
county of Carlow, which post he did not long continue to fiU, haying 
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been promoted to the jsituatiau of fcasing- officer iu tbe comnton law 
cotirta^ which office he contiuued to hold until shortly before hh death^ 
when deciiniug health obliged him to retire on a pensioD, to which 
he was entitled for his seryices. 

Amongst bis other accomplishments, W. E» Hudson early dis- 
played a taste for music, and a mnBical talent of the highest ordei-* 
That he had acquired a practical and theoretical knowledge of that 
scienca far beyond his compeers, waa often tested ■ and especially by 
Dr, RnAsell a highly-gifted clergyman, and himself a great tlieoristi 
This gentleman, aware of the acuteness of W, E. Hudson's ear io 
distingiiishing sound, put him to the severest proofs, without a single 
instance of failure; this induced him to test through young Hudson 
the accuracy of a theory which he held, that every nataral sound, 
such a§ the roaring of a finnace, the howling of the atormj thunder, 
water falling in unison, &c ; were aU one and the same note, the great 
A of nafcnre. Day aiiter day for nearly three months Hudson accom- 
panied Dr. Russell firom place to place, to catch what he called "na- 
tural sounds*^ ; and so elated waa he with the proofs given of the per- 
fection of hiB own theory, that it required the utmost vigilance of his 
physicians to prevent hia intellect becoming impaired. In after yeara 
William E, Hudson was the composer of a Te Dewm, and several 
chanty none of which were ever published ; he likewise composed a 
variety of songs j some of which he sent to the press ; but his naturaHy 
modest and retiring habits prevented him putting himself forward, and 
thereby caused his fame, either as a Hterary character or as a musical 
composer, to have a much more limited circulation than would be ex- 
pected iu the case of a person so highly gift;ed. When that well known 
periodical, 27i£ Citizen^ was tottering to its fallj and had well nigh ex- 
pired, its publishers made a desperate effort to restore its vitality, by 
bringing it out, in a new form and under a new name, aa the DuMin 
Monthlif Magazim. In this struggle Mr, Hudson lent the assistance 
of his purse and talents, and chiefly owing to his exertions, it revived 
for a while ; besides contributing to it in a literary way, he brought out 
in it a collection of Irish airs, the finest published since the days of 
Bimttng, and many of them far surpassing that eminent musician's 
in arrangement, '*Eb afiecdon," said the editor of the Ntxtion 



newspaper, " for all the remains and witnesaea of Celtic civilkation, 
was intcnaified in ihiB instance by » deep and cnltirated feeling of 
the art," * 

Mr, Hudson was a member of the principal literary and actentifio 
flocielies of Doblin Tfi his dav, and a constant attendant at their 
conneii meetings : his enthusiastic loye for his coiintrj led him to 
be ever forward on these occasionSj aiding in whatever coidd throw 
light on the history and antiquities of Ireland, in forwarding and 
advancmg the scientific labours and discoveries of our fellow-coun- 
trymen J or promoting Irish literature. He was one of the original 
members of the Irish Arch^ological Society foimded in 1840j in 
whose pnbli cations and proceedings he took a deep interest- The 
leading object of this society was the pnblication of such docu- 
ments as were calculated to increase our knowledge of Irish history, 
antiquities, and topography. With him, however, its effieiency and 
ntiUty have all but expired* Its indications of a feeble existence 
are now hut few and far between* In the year 18i5, the editor of the 
present volume, an enthusiastic lover of the langoage and antiquitiea 
of Ma conntryj founded the Celtic Society under tlie auspiees of Mr, 
HudsoHj who took a most active part in its orgauizatioOj and sus- 
tainmeut. The editors of its publications were paid out of his pocket, 
whilst his mind and pen were inceasantly at work in their behalf, 
to secure a favourable reception from an apathetic public. Jlr* Hud- 
son was not himself the editor of any of then- books^ bat still the 
otms of much of the work rested on himj whose judgment and in- 
tellect, well stored with Mstoric learning, were ever ready to guido 
and asast. He revised all their books in their passage through the 
press, and to him were they indebted for much of the valaable in- 
formation which the volumes of the Celtic Society contaiu. The 
only portion of these works which appeared exclusively from his own 
pen was the appendix to the Le^bAfi ijA 5-CeAHi: ; or. Book of 
Rights, consisting of varions readings selected from the Book of 
Baik-^n-MhuLa (Ballymote) as compared with the text ha the Book 
of Leacan^ and ending with a dissertation on the peculiar sound of 



* The Nation, July 2nd| 1853. 
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some of the letters of the UMi alphabet, Ilis piii-se was ever 
opca to promote tbe usefuhiGSS of the inatitutiou ; and on one oc* 
ciision, a short time previona to its amalgamation with the Irish 
ArchfeologicAl Society ^ at a meeting held at Dr, Wilde*a in Wesllaod- 
row, he discharged a debt incttn^ed by the cdtlncily to the amount 
of over thm hundr&d pminds ! When Mr* John 0*Da]y amvcd from 
Kilkenny, fur the pnrfiose of establisbing the Celtic Society, Mi\ 
11 lid- on was the tet to take hiin w^armly by tho hand, and snppoit 
his efiWts. He was, in fact, the main springs of the Society, and 
owing to his exertions it attained a prominence that gave promise 
of final sncceas. In the year 1853 Mr. O'Daly conceived the idea 
of fonuing an Association for the Preservation and Publication of 
MSS, in the Irish language illustrative of the Fenian period of Irish 
History, and having consulted Mr* IludsoOj then m ever foremost 
to promote every endeavour to preserve from oblivion, those docu- 
ments in whieh our ancestors recorded ** all important eventii con- 
nected with their father- land f he received his warmest encourage- 
ment and support. A meeting was called at AngleseB-street on St. 
Patrick's day, 1 %^}^^ at which was formed tho Ossiakic Soclety^ 
not m a rival bnt aa an auxiliary to other similar institutions, l^ir. 
Hudson took an active and lively Interest in fostering it to matnrity, 
and a promhient part in its proceedings during the short period of its 
existence previous to hie^ Jecease* His health, however, broken down 
by fre<iucnfc paralytic attacks, rendered hiin incapable of aftbrding 
the Association that help which the Celtic Society had derived from 
his extensive knowledge and exertions, Hia death, which occorred 
ou the 23rd of June, 1853, may be truly regarded as a heavy blow 
and irreparable loss to the best interests of our Society, Hb name 
gave it character, and the interest which he manitbated in the under- 
taking assisted in bringing it into notice. 

The snccess of " Tlie Libraiy of Ireland,*' and of " The Sph-it of 
the Nation" are m some measure due to Mr. Hudson. Indeed the 
writer of this paper, has been mformed, by Mr. James Duffy, the 
pnbli^her of these works> that Mr* Hudson advanced thres hundred 
pourtds towards defraying the expenses incurred in bringing out the 
quarto edition of the latter publication. 
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To obviate the difficulties found so seriously to obstruct the 
translation of the Brehon laws, arising from the imperfect Irish 
dictionaries extant, Mr. Hudson opened a subscription, to assist in 
defraying the expense of the compilation of a work, which would 
facilitate the study of the ancient records of our country. Of this 
project the Rev. Dr. Todd thus speaks in his opening address as 
President of the Royal Irish Academy, April 14th, 1856 ; " Our 
late lamented associate Mr. Hudson, to whose patriotism the 
library of the Academy owes a valuable addition, deposited in my 
hands, before his death, the sum of £200 in government securities, 
as a contribution towards the publication of the Irish Dictionary. 
This sum with the interest since accruing upon it, which I have 
added to the principal, is all that is available in the way of funds for 
carrying out this important national object." In addition to this 
sum (we have been informed) he proposed giving a further subscrip- 
tion of £1000 ; but his demise took place before he was able to carry 
his intention into effect. " It will be one of the many permanent 
monuments of his career," — says the Nation,* "to write the 
simple truth of him will sound like the hyperbole of an epitaph. Of 
an the systematic attempts to encourage the ancient or modem lite^ 
rature of Ireland, made for the last twenty years, or to create a wider 
interest in our arts, history and antiquities, one thing may always be 
safely assumed, whoever shines like a dial-plate on the front of the 
transaction, William Elliott Hudson was hard at work at the rear ; 
the organizers of it were gathered round his hospitable board ; his 
pen was slaving in its behalf; and hLs purse opened with a 
princely munificence to pay its way to success. His contributions 
to several, totally separate objects within the last few years 
counted to our certain knowledge, by hundreds of pounds in each 
case. And he had the singular property, in common with Davis, of 
being totally indifferent to any reputation for his share in the work, 
if only it were done. Nor was his literary enthusiasm, as it some- 
times is in this country, restricted to dead ages and institutions, for- 
swearing the future and the present." 

• Of July 2nd, 1863. 
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The Council of the Ossianic Societt, fully convinced that William 
Elliott Hudson had done more for Irish literature than Sir James 
Ware for its antiquities, and being desirous to pay the best tribute 
of respect in their power to the memory of one who took so deep an 
interest in their affairs, whilst it pleased a wise Providence to spare 
him among them, employed Mr. Geary the eminent photographer, 
whilst residing in Grafton-street in 1857, to take a likeness of his bust 
by the celebrated sculptor Christopher Moore, which Mr. Hudson's 
brothers generously presented to the Royal Irish Academy. " It is an 
admirable piece of sculpture, and having been taken dmdng his life- 
tune, before struggling with ill health, it conveys much of his 
character, — the clear brow of silent speculation, and the delicate lip 
of cultivated taste ; the full beaming eye, was beyond all sculpture."* 

To the Council of the Royal Irish Academy, the Council of the 
Ossianic Society owe a debt of gratitude, for their kindness in per- 
mitting Mr. Geary to take the photograph, and they avail themselves 
of this opportunity to return their heartfelt thanks to that learned 
body. This photograph has been cut in wood by the eminent engraver 
Mr. William Oldham of Bedford House, Rathgar, and will in future 
ornament the title pages of the Transactions of the Ossianic Societt ; 
it is but a small token of the esteem and regard that they still, and 
must ever cherish for the memory of the man — ^William Elliott 
Hudson. 

• The Nation, July 2nd, 1853. 
Dublin, March Ut, 1859. 
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ROM the most reliable and 
best accredited documents re- 
specting the ancient Irish hand- 
ed down to us, it appears certain 
that, not only the monarchy itself 
but likewise all posts of honor 
and profit, had become heredi- 
tary in different septs and fami- 
lies. Purity of blood was held, of 
course, a national object of the 
first importance ; and the lite- 
rati, therefore, the conservators 
of hiBtorical evidence, were regarded as of the 
highest authority; as they alone could prove the 
descent and determine the rank and station of 
the people ; hence the necessity of the great 
number of antiquaries, whom we find supported 
by national endowments. The monarch and the 
provincial kings, as well as the nobility and the 
state ofiScers of the crown, being alike of the 
royal line of Milesius, great care was taken 
' of their g&ncalogy and descent ; and every 
candidate for these various offices was obliged 
to give: — 1st. proof of descent; 2ndly, of 
his having been a knight, (for in each of the provinces there 
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was an equestrian order) ; Srdly, that be had no remarkable 
deformity or blemish ; so that his person might command 
respectj suitable to his birth and education. No wonder, 
then, that the genealogies of the different families of the 
kingdom, of the Milesian raeej were presetted with the 
utmost care. To secure the literati from any temptation 
to abuse their trust, honorable provision was made for them 
by the state. From their rank they were presumed to be 
beyond the reach of corruption; and the laws eecured their 
persons and properties inviolate ; so that, from the founda- 
tion to the overthrow of the monarchy, a single instance 
does not occur of any violence being offered to this body of 
men. Abusea^ however, gradually crept into the bardic 
institution, mainly arising from the number of idlers who 
enlisted themaelyes under its banner ; dnrii;ig two or three 
successive reigns the kingdom was found to be greatly im- 
poverished by their exactions, until it was found necessary 
to reduce the number. 

Though the monarchy m well as all other posts of honor, 
was elective, yet, to prevent as much as possible, any in- 
conveniences which litigated elections might produce, the 
successor of the monarch was appointed in his lifetime, and 
was called Righdhomhna, and this, it is observable, is at this 
day, we believe, the practice in China and other foreign 
countries. The Ollamha or Doctors in the various sciences, 
who were of the most noble families, had also their successors 
declared in their own lifetime ; and he that was to fill the 
post of honor, or have command in the state, bad his Tan> 
aiste appointed to succeed him in oiEce. This arrange- 
ment prevented the evils of incompetency occasionally 
arising from direct lineal succession* 

The provincial kings in their own position, were equal to 
the monarch in his exalted station » Each had his order of 
chivalry, of which he was himself the chief, lie had his 
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Ard-draoi or high priest, to superintend religion, his mar- 
shal, standard-bearer, chief-treasurer, &c., all these ap* 
pointments were hereditary in families, to which the most 
distinguished alone in each was chosen by election. 

The different military forces of the kingdom were the 
particular guards of each province. They were a species of 
standing militia, composed of trained bands called Ouraidhe 
(champions), an order of knighthood into which none were 
admitted without exhibiting unexceptionable proofs of birth, 
learning, generosity, valour, and activity. 

The particular militia or knights of every province held 
their head-quarters, or were located near the residence of 
their chiefs : thus the militia, or knights of Ulster, called 
Curaidhe-na-Craoibhe-Ruaidhe (champions or heroes of the 
Red Branch), were stationed at the Royal Fort at Eamhuin 
(Emania), near Armagh. They were of the Rudrician 
race, and were commanded in the reign of Conchobhar Mac 
Nessa, by the famous champion Cuchullin^, who, accord- 
ing to the annals of Clonmacnoise, and the Chronicon Sco- 
torum, died in the second year of the Christian era ; and was 
succeeded in command by his cousin Conall Ceamach. 

Vestiges of the ancient palace of Eamhuin, or Emania, 

» At the time that Cuchullin was chief of the knights of Ulster, in the 
reign of Conchobhar Mac Nessa, (a celebrated prince of the Rudrician 
race, king of Ulster, and monarch of Ireland), Conrigh Mac Daire, a 
renowned champion, and chief of the Clanna Deaghaidh in Munster, 
was treacherously slain by Cuchullin, in revenge of an indignity 
which Conrigh offered him, by cutting off his hair when asleep, and 
taking from him the object of their contention — the beautiful Blanaid, a 
lady whom they brought captive from Scotland. She showed greater at- 
tachment to Cuchullin than to Conrigh, and consequently contrived for 
faim an opportunity of perpetrating a horrid and treacherous murder in 
the palace of Cahirconry, the ruins of which are still extant on Sliabh 
Mis in Kerry, near which runs the rivulet called Fionn-Ghlaise. For a 
fuller account of this transactipn, see Keating* s Ireland, and Smith's 
Kerry, p. 156, &c. 
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and of the liou&e of Craoibh Ruadh (Bed Branch ), adja- 
cent to the palace are still extant^ two mUee to the west of 
Armagh, the site retaining the name of the fort of Navan, 

The militia or knights of Leineter, were called Ctiraidhd 
Ghamhanruighe, or the Damnoniaas of Goilian, seated at 
Dun Aellinnc?, about twelve miles south-cast of Almlmin, 
the place of thdr head-quarters in that province previous 
to the tii«e of Fioun's appointment to this post of honour. 
Ou hh receiving the command, he removed with hia force 
to Almliuin, a place in the county of Kildare, bordering on 
Ily-Failghe, now Ophaly, which with the adjoining territory 
he possesses in right of his mother, Murrain Munchaoimh 
(the fair haired)^ daughter of Teigo Mac Nuadhat. Here 
he fixed hia seat on the far famed hill of Almhuin as a 
more central point ; atid the knights of Leinster were from 
thenceforth called Curddhe na h-Almhuine, or the heroea 
of Almhuin J 

The militia or knights of Connaughtj whose chiefs were 
the Clanna Morna, of the old Belgian or Firbolg race, have 
been distinguished by the appellation of Curddhe lorraia 
Dun Domhnainn ; a territory in the county of Mayo, their 
head quarters. The ruins of the Fort of Dun Domhnainn 
are still extant in lorraa or Erris, the most western part 
of that county. Goll Mac Mom a, according to 0' Flaherty 
(see Ogygla)t commanded the Clanna Morna, at the famous 
battle of Magh Lena, A.D.192, and was detached by ConnCed- 
chatbach as the most able and expert champion to oppose in 
person his great competitor Mogh Nuadhat. In that engage- 
ment Conan Mac Morna, who is said to have been the grand- 
son of GoU, commanded the Clanna Morna in turn \ and ever 
since the fall of Fionn Ua Baoiscne, A.D. 283, at ftath Bre- 

I Altnhuin. The ruins of the fort of Almhuin are etiU extant on the 
west eud of the Curragh of KUdare ; aud what we oofruptly caU %h& 
'* Bog of AUen" at this diiy* Tsriis formerly the forest of Almhuin^ in 
which the ktiightB wen^ accustomed to erijoj the pleasures of the chaie. 



ogha, near the Boyne, by the treacherous hauda of Athlach 
Mac Duibhdrein, had frequent contentions with the Clatma 
BaoiscBe for the cap lain -generalship of the Flana, 

The defection of the Clanna Morna from the reat of their 
corps at the battle of Qabbra, may be attributed not only to 
their rivalry for the general command, but also,and more 
particularly to the murder of Conan, their late captain, 
by the Clanna Baoiscne or Fianna Firm, In many epic 
poems written by ihe bards on the achievements of the 
Fianna Eireann, this Con an is indiscriminately described by 
the appellations of Conan Maol Mallachtach Mac Moma, 
End Conan Mac Grarraidhe, and mi^ht have been brother to 
Aedh the eon of Garadh, the son of Neamen, the son of 
Morna, from whom the Clanna Morna were named. He 
was then king of Connanght, and the last of the Firbolg 
race who governed that province* 

The militia, or knights of Desmondj or South Munster, 
were called Cnraddhe Clanna Deaghaidh, or Ua Deaghaighj 
a tribe of the Emaidha, of the Heremonmn race, who, on 
being expelled from Ulster by the Clanna Rughraidhe, 
obtained a principality in South Munster.^ These^ some 
time before the birth of Christ, obtained great power in 
Munster under their leader Deaghadh, wiio afterwaroa 
became king of that province. His posterity succeeded 
him in powerj in West Munster particularly, and were 
the champions of Desmond, The territory of Luachair Dea- 
ghaidh, In the county of Kerry, was their patrimony. There 
Btill remain on the western extremity of Sliabh Mis, the 
foundations of an enormous Cyclopean structure, supposed 
to be the palace begun by Conrigh Mae Daire, whose history 
we have briefly glanced at. This part of the mountain com- 
mands, perhaps, one of the finest prospects in the world, and 
still retains the name of Cathair Chonrigh. Fioughlaise, as 



Vide 0*FUhertj*« Ogysis, voL II., pp- U2, 143. 
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already stated, runs down the steep hill on which this ruin 
is based, and discharges itself into the bay of Tralee, a short 
distance to the north, corresponding exactly with the de- 
scription given by history of the fort of Dun DeaghaidB. 
Mac Luigheach, a famous champion of this sept, command- 
ed the Glanna Deaghaidh at the battle of Gabbra, and was 
slain in that engagement, according to the annals of Innis- 
fallen. 

The militia, or knights of Thomond or North Munster, 
were the Clanna Baoiscne,* so called from Baoiscne, their 
principal ancestor, who, according to the Book of Ballimote, 
now deposited in the library of the Royal Irish Academy, 
was the second son of Nuada Necht of the royal race 
of Leinster, and fifth direct ancestor of Fionn the son of 
Cumhall, the son of Treanmor, the son of Salt, the son of 
Elton, the son of Baoiscne. 

Fionn soon afterwards received the investiture of For- 
maoil na bh-Fian, a district in Hy-Bansellagh,^ concerning 
which there has been much conjecture, by the donation of 
his cousin and relative Fiachadh Baiceadha,* then king of 
Leinster and youngest son of Cathaoir Mor. The Clanna 
Baoiscne were also called Fianna Finn, whilst Fionn Ua 
Baoiscne was their leader and before he took the general 
command. Oisin the son of Fionn was their chief at the 
battle of Gabhra, in which his son Oscur fell in an ambush, 
laid for him by Cairbre Ldflfeachair, monarch of Ireland, 
A.D. 277. 

It is probable that, inasmuch as Ireland was in these early 
days much exposed to the descents of African and Northern 
pirates, a strong necessity existed for the formation of these 

1 Clanna Baoiscne. For further particulars of this tribe and their 
territory, see leAbAji ija s-Ccatic (Book of Rights), p. 48, n. g. 

2 Hi/ Kintellagh. Ibid, p. 208, n. g. 

s Fiachadh Baictadha, See Book of Rights, pp. 200, 203. 
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corps of militia — one in each province, which Pinkerton has 
ingeniously conjectured, may have been modelled on the 
plan of the Roman legions in Britain. According to the 
Cath Fhinn-tragha, their stations were distributed along the 
coasts, in the most elevated and inaccessible positions ; and 
in distant view of each other — so as to communicate by 
signals, the approach of an enemy, and thereby enable 
them to come to the succour and relief of the fort invaded. 
Thus, the forts of lorras Dun Domhnainn in Mayo, and of 
Cahir Conrigh on Sliabh Mis, in Kerry, though the distance 
cannot be less than 100 miles were made available ; and the 
one at Eas Aedh Ruaidh mhic Badham, (now Assaroe), near 
Ballyshannon, in the county of Donegal, wherein was always 
posted a strong detachment of the Ulster militia, was brought 
in view of that of lorras Dun Domhnainn. These were the 
coasts most exposed to the southern and northern invaders. 
But besides this duty as "coast guards," these military 
orders were charged with the preservation of "law and order" 
in the interior of the country ; they were bound to send 
certain detachments yearly to protect the persons of their 
respective kings. Thus, the guards of Eoghan Mor, were 
called teaghlachy or household troops. Cormac Mac Airt, 
whose reign shines so refulgent in Irish history, had for his 
body-guards, one hundred and fifty of the principal knights 
of the kingdom, besides one thousand household troops to 
guard his palace. The guards of the kings of Munster, 
or Leath Mhogha, were the people of Ossory, whose coun- 
try formed the extreme boundaries of that kingdom ; and 
according to the Book of Rights, ascribed to St. Benignus, 
we find the duty imposed on this people, by the king of 
Munster was to wait on him constantly, with a certain num- 
ber of armed troops. The guards of the king of Desmond, 
or South Munster, were the Clanna Deaghaidh, as has been 
already stated, and those of the kings of Thomond, or 
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North Muneter, were a detachment of the Claana Baoiscne ; 
bat in latter times for these were substituted the Dal Caia, 
a most intrepid body of men. The palace of Brian Boroimhe 
at Killaloe was called Tigh Chmu Coradh, or the house 
at the head of the weir* It was the duty of the heredi- 
tary standard-bearer to preserve the royal banner ; to be 
amongst the foremost of the troops in action, and in the 
rear on a retreat — ^for the troops ever kept their eye on the 
etandard, and when the prince was killed (for he seldom 
or ever eurviYed a defeat), the standard was struck, which 
was the signal for a retreat : thus, in the sanguinary battle 
of Magh Mucruimhe, fought between the monarch Art and 
Mac Con ; on the death of Art we are told by the poet : — 

Conn's battle standard felK 

Nest to this officer sat the hereditary treasurer, whose duty 
it was to see the king's contribntions and taxes regularly 
paid ; which was always done on the first of NoTcmber. 
These taxes were fixed, and a register kept of them ; so that 
the particular duties, imposed on the different portions of 
the kingdom, may be the more easily known J 

Besides these state officers, there were a chief justice or 
brehon, to expound the laws, a poet or ollamh, an historian, 
antiquary, physician, sui^eon or liagh. and chief musi- 
cian ; and three stewards of the household with their at- 
tendants constantly residing at court* All these diiferent 
offices were retained in Ulster, and in parts of Munster 
and Connaught, until the accession of James L to the 

1 In the reign of Cucliorb, king of Leinater, in the first centurjr, 
liaigh&ech, of tlie progeny of Conan Cearnach, prt>genitor of the present 
O'Moraa, orO^Mores, obtained from that king a territory', in Leinster, he. 
Laolgliifi or Leix, cflUed afler hitn, on account of his personjil bravery 
ftnd iervices. He was at tbe aame time appointed treasurer of Leinster, 
and privileged to take the fourth place at the eooncil board. 
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throne of England ; thus, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth » 
Anno 1601 J O'Neill, Prince of Ulster, viBlted London, in 
conseqnence of a promise made by him the previous year 
to the Queen ; and Camden teUs ns that '' he appeared at 
court with his guards of Gall -oglachs [Gallowglasses] bare- 
headed, armed with hatcheta, their hair flowing in loeka 
on their shoulders, on which were yellow shirts dyed with 
saffron, with long sleeves, short coatSj and thrum jackets; 
at which strange sight the Londoners marvelled much," 

The hereditary marshals of Ulster were the O'Gallaghers ; 
the Mac Cafferies the standard-bearers ; the Mac Sweenyg 
captains of the guards, and the 0*Gnives the poets. 

The hereditary marahals of Leinster were the O'Connors, 
princes of Ui Fhailge; the standard-bearers were the 
O'Gormans or Mac Gorcpaus, princea of Hy Mairge or 
Mai^gy; the O'Dempsys, lords of Clanmalier, were the 
captains of the guards ; the Mac Keoghs were the historio- 
graphers ; the O'Doraas the brehons ; and the O'Mores 
were the hereditary treasurers. 

The hereditary marahalfl of Conuaught were the Mac 
Dermods ; the OTlaherties were the standard-bearers ; the 
O'Kellys of Hy Many were the treasurers; the Maelconaires 
the historiographers,* &c. We do not find who the other state 
officers were ; hut the Mac Firbises were the physicians. 

The hereditary marshals of Desmond, or South Mun- 
steij were the 0*Keeffes ; the O'Falveys were the admirals ; 
for we find in " Toraigheaeht Cheallachain Chaisil," an- 
nounced for publication by the Irish Archaeological and 
Celtic Society, that the fleet was commanded by Failbhe 
Fionn, We do not find who the standard-bearer and trea- 
surer were ; but the Mac Egans were the hereditary chief 

* See Q paper on the loftUgtiratioa of Catlml Crobhdheflrg, kinj of 
Connau^ht, A,D, 1244, published in the TraniiautionB of tb© KOkeiuijr 
Archoological Society for 1833, m which all iheae offlcset are notiotd. 
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justices or brehons, the 0' Daly's the poot8, and the O'Cal- 
lanans tlie phjsialaus, in which family leechcraft is still 
a favorite profesBioii. 

The hereditary marsbala of Thomond, or North Mnnster, 
were the Mac Namaras ; the standard-bearers the O'Deas, 
and the O'Gradys were the captains of the ^ards until 
about A.D, 1200j at which Ume they were succeeded in 
that trust by the O'Gormana or Mae Gormaus, who, being 
compelled by the Danish or English invaders to abandon 
their principality of Hy-Mairge in Leinster, remoYcd to 
Owney and Shingal in the county of limcrickj from whence 
they were invited to Ihh Breacain (now Ibricane)^ and were 
granted that lordship under feudal tenure by Donogh Cah*- 
breach O'Brian, king of Thonaond, who appointed them 
captains of his guarda, and adopted them as hie chief favorites 
and counsellorSj by the style and title of pi|t 5tt^6 ll\ 
hhV'W^f by which appellation they are constantly styled 
in our annals, and in the writings of the Mac Brodins, 
historiographers of Thomond- Cumheadha (Covey) Mor 
Mac Gormain was, according to Seaan Mac Rughraidhe 
Mac Craith, (see CaitArdm TAoirdkealbAaidk, or Triumphs 
of Turlogh), one of Donogh O'Brien's life Guards in the 
wars of Thomas de Clare in Thomond, and his son Cumh- 
eadha, succeeded him after his death in 1310. 

The Mac Clanchies were the hereditary chief justices or 
brehons of Thomond, the Mac Craitha the historiographers 
and poets. The O'Nealons and the O^Hickies were the 
hereditary physicians. All these public officers of the 
state had suificient estates allotted to them for their main- 
tenance. 

In the Book of BaUimote^ it ie stated that Nuada 
Neacht, who reigned monarch of Ireland one year, was 
the fourth eon of Setna Sithbhaic (the peaceable) son of ' 
Lughaidh Loithfitmj the progenitor of the royai L^enian 
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race, and second son of Breasal Breac, or the speckled. 
From this Nuada Neacht is descended the stock of the 
Lagenians ; he was king of Tara : and it was he who slew 
Eidirsgeoil Mor, or the Great, the son of the descendant 
of lamaillin, which deed he committed in opposition to 
Loghaidh Biamhdhearg, and thereupon he became king of 
Ireland. From the aforesaid Nnada Neacht descended 
Fionn Ua Baoiscne and the celebrated Gaoilte Mac Bonain. 
For Finn's pedigree see page 285. 

Some of our Scottish antiquaries have sought from the 
mere name to represent Fionn as of Scandinavian or rather 
Finnish origin I but the attempt is so devoid of proof or 
evidence, as to be worthy merely of notice as an ingaiious 
paradox. His death occurred, according to the annals 
of Innisfallen, in A.D. 283, in the fourth year of the 
reign of Cairbre Liffeachair, when, says our veracious 
chronicler, fell the celebrated general of the Irish militia, 
Fionn the son of Oumhall, by the treacherous hand of a 
fisherman named Athlach, son of Dubhdrenn, who slew 
him with his fishing spear at Bath Breogha, near the Boyne, 
whither he had retired in his old age to spend the remainder 
of his life in tranquillity from the noise and tumult of war. 

The collection of poems, which forms the present volume, 
are taken from copies made by the following scribes : — 
^The Agallamh is taken from a copy made in 1780 by a \j 
Mr. Laurence OToran, who kept a village school at Kil- 
leen, near Portlaw, in the county of Waterford^It con- 
tains besides, many other interesting poems and prose 
matters relative to the Fenian period of our history. 

The battle of Cnoc-an-air, or Hill of Slaughter, was 
taken from a large volume compiled about the year 1812, 
by Clare scribes, for the Rev. Thomas Hill, of Cooreclure, 
a member of our Society ; it now belongs to Mr. Blake 
Foster of Knockmoy, county of Galway, who kindly lent 
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it, with pennigaion to make any use the Society required 
of its contents. Those that follow were taken from a ma- 
nuscript volume of Fenian poems made in 1844^ by Mr* 
Martin Griffin, an intelligent blacksmith who resides at 
KHriish in the county of Clare, The poem entitled Tir 
na n-Og, or Land of Youth, is accounted for by Mr. 
O'Looney ; and Dr. 0^ Donovan has said all that was ne- 
cesaary regarding the curious and valuable tract which he 
has, sito more J himself so ably edited. 

In conclusion, we feel it our duty, ere we closOj to tender 
the warmest thanks of the Society to the President and 
Council of the Royal Irish Academy, for the facility they 
have afforded us in collating our proofs with their valuable 
collection of manuscripts, whilst our book was passing 
through the press : also to the Committee of Publication, 
for their kindness in revising the same. 

The English reader will excuse the style, consequent 
upon our being obliged to adhere as closely as the idioms 
of the English language would admit to our originals ; and 
although the translation may be occasionally a little rugged 
and uneven — yet, on close comparison with the original, it 
will, we think, be found a faithful and correct rendering, 

JOHN O'DALY. 



Dublin, March IJih, 1869. 



tao)ri)6 ):)aN!iu)3t)ftaci)€a. 



asatta^t) ojS)N a5us PijacRajc. 




SjN ]f iTAbA bo fuAtj, 

^1M5 V^r ^V ^Ifc At) c-rAln); 
bo iJ|i6]3 ctt bo luc Y bo i)eA|ic, 
3]8 cu]|ice^ CAC aY 5le6 5A|ib. 

4)0 cfi6]3eAf it)o luc Y tijo i)eA|ic, 
a 1)AC n)A^|teA1)1) CAC A5 pjotw ; 

Ai)i)r At) 5-cife]fi ijf I TDo rp^tr^ 

ce6l ba §|f 1)^ biw l]Oii). 

N] cuaIa cu cdrb-njAjc bo ceol/ 
6 c«r At) boii)A]t) 5ur At)]u5 ; 

3]b CAOj ^rifAb, Atlt)5l]C, l]AC, 

]f I1)A]C bo |t]A|l|:^ cl]A|l A|l C1)0C. 



O. 130 |t]A|lA]1)l)f ] cl]A|l A|l CIJOC, 

A Pb^cjiAjC If bocc |tui) ; 

If Ti)A||i3 8u]c bo c^|t) it)o C|iuc, 

aY I)AC b-fUA|lAf 3UC A|l b-CU]f. 

* Ceol, mustc. The musical instruments peculiar to the ancient Irish 
were the harp and bagpipes. The Bord Flann was used on hunting 
excursions, and may be considered the Fenian horn of the chase, like 
the hunter's horn of our own day ; but it must be looked upon as a 
very simple musical instrument, inasmuch as it was only adapted 
for the above purpose. But it is believed by Scanchuidhes or reciters 



THE DIALOGUE OF OISIN AND PATRICK. 



; ISIN ! long is thy slumber, 

Rise up and hear the psalm ; [thee, 
Thy agility and valor have forsaken 
Though thou didst engage in battles and 

J fierce conflicts. 

0. I have lost my agility and strength, 

Since no battalion survives to Fionn ; 
In the clerics is not my pleasure. 
Music after him is not sweet to me. 

P. Thou hast not heard music equally good. 

Since the beginning of the world until this day ; 
Tho' thou art aged, silly, and grey [haired], 
Well wouldst thou attend a host on a hill. 

0. I used to attend a host on a hill, 

Patrick of the morose disposition ; 
111 it becomes thee to traduce my form, 
As I have never been aspersed till now. 

of Fenian tales that the Dord was also used as a war-trumpet to summon 
the Fenian chiefs to battli^. We are not aware that any specimen of it 
is preserved in our national museums. For a learned dissertation on 
ancient Irish musical instruments, see Cambrensis Eversus, Vol, I., Ch. 
IV., edited hj the Rev. M. Kellj, D.D., for the Celtic Society. 



O. 4>o cuaUi- cuol b^ h]im^ ^}^ liar* 3-ce6l, 

5l6 njofi li^oUf cw Ai} cl|Afi ; 

f34^lc^|ia^c lop) lejctieAC Lao^j* 

'f AT) i?AO|& bo 51)16 *i) Oofib yh^^^^h 

SmSl^c |io-fefi)t) 5UAfjT)^ SjAfl,^ 

1)6 11)01)5^1 |t DA tl^bA|lc ^5 buA]i> jte cfi&i^ ; 
b^ bltJDe Lfort) ctiofb iJ^ "S'^^f 
\}ik bo rsoUr^, A cU|ii|5 c&(*>. 

Ct?ii^ bfi^tteoil, Ctju mo cui^|i, 
4D r-AbAC beA^ bo h] A5 p^oni> ; 
At} uAijt bo fe|DTjeA6 cun^ aV P^n^Cf 
bo cujfi^Ab fitju A b-coiTicjnj fttApj. 

BUcdA^b Ai) Tfl5«^»? 03* 

T7AC b-cii^ Tt>5|b b*f eAji t^ao] > tr5f*^!T? I 

Acc ATt?&iD bo CljDu 6eitieoil, 

oc ! A PtjI^tpAic bA bjUD A b&At ! 

%n ^^ 3A&A^ b^A3 bo b| A3 f\omf 
'i) uAj^i bo 1^1 5q lAb r^ gleAor; Bar;* 
bA bji)f)e D^ A&bA ciujl, 

\ A T)'A5Af6 6'd C-SlUlU^ AH) AC, 

I SSAlcAfiijJic lo|ij leTc-|te*c Iao], ^ Ae uoii^ o/fAe blackbird of LeUer Lee. 
The blackbird, the thrush, tJie Beagull , the eagle and the raven, are the 
birds moat often commemorated by the Feumn muse. The njfol ii?ui36 
(our hare), the r^o nui\6, or red deer, the buck and doe, the zojic^ or 
wild boa.r, and tbe cli aUca, or fapI-cw, the wolf, were the objects of 
tht?ir (ilmae. Lett*ir Lee is not jei identified. 

* 5leAi)tj A17 S5A1U i.e., the ^kn or vale of Seal. In the MisceUan^ of 
tb& Celtic Society, p» 24, the follow ing note appe<ir& : ^ 

'* S€ul Balbh, i e., 9cal the Stammerer. O'Flahortj says that Bania, 
daughter of Seal Ealbb, king of Finiand, was the Queen of Tuathal 
Teachtrahar, rooaarch of Ireland, A. D, I30» A perBonage of the same 
nsroe aeems to have flourished Id Ireland, from the many phices named 
nfti.r hSm, as Gleann-aU'Scail in the county of Antrim, Leac-an-Scaii, 
a s^f'^* nromleac io the county of Kilkenny, and Leacht-an-St^il, i.e., 
ScaPs monument, in the barony of Coreaguiny, county of Kerry »^ 

There is alsa Bl-sAwn ait ScaiI, m\^ ^abAtijo *\n St^Afl, abimt ten miles 
west of Dingle. leAcc aij Sca^I is etiiJ in existence. By accenting the 
letter a In the word ScAil tliede localiliea would mean the glen of the 
fihade or fliadow. 



0. I have heard music more melodious tlian your music, 
Tho' greatly thou praisest the clerics ; 
The song of the blackbird of Letter Lee, 
And the melody which the Dord Fiann made. 

The very sweet thrush of Gleann-a-sgail, 

Or the dashing of the barks touching the strand ; 
r-More melodious to me was the cry of the hounds, 
•^Than of thy schools, chaste cleric. 

Little Gnu, Gnu of my heart, 
The small dwarf who belonged to Fionn ; 
When he chaunted tunes and songs, 
He put us into deep slumbers. 

Blathnaid, the youthful maid. 
Who was never betrothed to man under the sun. 
Except to little Gnu alone, 
<^0, Patrick, sweet was her mouth. 

The twelve hounds which belonged to Fionn, 
When they were let loose through Glen Rath ; 
Were sweeter than musical instruments, 
And their face outwards from the Suir. 

* Ciju. Dr. 0*Donovan says that Cnu was taken bj Fionn near a 
Sith (a fairy haunt) in Magh Feimhean, an extensive plain situated near 
Sliabh-na-m-ban in the county of Tipperary, (see leAbAtiijA 5-CeAnc, 
Book of Rights, p. 18, note b), and that he was scarcely tall enough to 
reach the strings of the harp. From the frequent allusion made to him 
in Ossianic Poetry, in connection with Fionn, he seems to have been his 
cliief musician, by whose soothing strains the Fenians were lulled into 
deep and heavy slumbers. Cpu or C170, also signifies a nut or kernel ; and 
one of the prettiest ballads ever written by the late Edward Walsh, was 
entitled ** Mo Chraoibhin Cno'' (my cluster of nuts) commencing thus : — 
«' My heart is far from Liflfey's tide, 
And Dublin town ; 
It strays beyond the Southern side 

Of Cnoc Maol Donn : 
Where Ceapa Chutnn hath woodlands green, 
Where Abhuin Mhor's waters flow ; 
Where dwells unsung, unsought, unseen, 

Mo Chraoibhin Cno. 
Low clustering in her leafy green, 

Mo Chraoibhin Cno." 




D] ft^b^rD^fi ^r?t) 4VCC CU15 f ||t &S<!t5 ; 
bo J^b^mATi 1113 SAjr^O ^J*!^ b-pleA6, 
'X bo cii]TieAn)A|t CAC Aifi ft|5 5t*^^S* 

t)o 3^tbATf)A|t At? |t)bj* lijdfi, 

bo 6|5 A 5-cuib 6|^ 50 ceAC }^bti?t?' 

fxU5 f & rjAoi 5-cACA T'ATj S|>Sv|u> 

Y u^voj b-f icc^b CAt A i}-Q>\ji\j)i} u\U ; 

l)4c b-c|5eA6 A 3-c]0f 50 ceAC ^hvw* 

Cuj f^ occ 5-C4CA f AT? Sp&fij ce^r, 
A'r ^inbmS tocU]tiT) Aifi Uim le|r; 
If be^cc bo b| at? borijAt} ^:^ da cjof, 
If fe bA |ti5 A in At) T)-5n6l5 t?3* 

* 5leAtjtj Rifct, G/e» 0/ rAe Ratht. Not traceable in the Foar Maaters, 
nor m the publicatioiis of the Irish Afchixohgieal Society, 

» SlUfn, Me riy^r Suir^ This river has its iource in Siiahh AiMuin, 
better known ag Greim an Viabhail^ (the Devir& Bit mountain), in 
thecouTjtjr of Tipperary. It takes a circuitoua rout by Thndes, Hdy- 
cross, Caher, Ardflnan, Clonmel, Carrick-on-Suir, and Waterford ; 
and, being joined bj the rivers Note and Barrow, Aij FIjeojfi ^suf An 
tJbeAT^&A (hence the appellation ** Sister KiTcra"), at Cbeet Point, six 
miiea below Waterford, falls into the British Channel. Donnchadh Ruadh 
Mac Conmam^ a Munflter Poet of great celebrity^ deserihea it3 water* 
thua, (see Foets and Poetry of Mun&ter^ p. 4B) ; — 

**U]f50 HA Sfume J^5 bfititCA6 *fjjt tiosAtl^ 

c<j[r b^ij-cijDic emeAtjtj 015." 

Wbilq the wMflBof thnfl flair, noble river 1 ^Terfloir, 
n^w the f&lr HlllB of Elris, 0< 

The poet Spenser, in his Faerie Queen, describes the Boenery of iheie 
rivers (with wbieb we happen to be familiarlj acqnaititee!)* thug* Bee 
Book IV„ Canto XI., Ve^e^e XLIIL =— 

" Thfi Qrat, the %m\y\tx Shufe, Itamt making ir»j 
Bj sweot C1(»tim{!ll« AdDrne^ rioh WiLtiirf^irdi; i 

The neKf, Iha etubborn^ KewrOt whnae waton gr»j, 
Bjr fatr KUkcnn; »tid Ros^^pont^ boord ; 



0. I have a little story respecting Fionn, 
We were but fifteen men ; 
We took the king of the Saxons, of the feasts, 
And we won a battle against the king of Greece. 

We conquered Ig^a, the great, 

Great was our strength and our might ; 
The country of L ochlin and eastern India, 
Their tribute of gold comes to the house of Fionn. 

He fought nine battles in S^ain, 
And nine score battles in noble Erin ; 
There is no country from the river in which Christ 

was baptised, 
Whose tribute did not come to the house of Fionn. 

He fought eight battles in southern Sgain, 
And Lochlin's chief king was his captive ; 
Full wholly the world was under tribute to him, 
'T was he was king of Minor Greece. 

The third, the goodly Barow, which'doth boord 
j; Great heapes of salmonea in his deepe bosome ; 
All which long sundred, doe at last accord 
To ioine in one, ere to the sea tbey come. 
So flowing all from one, all one at last become." 

Spenser must be in error when attributing the same source to these 
rirers ; as the Barrow rises in Sliabh Bladhma in the Queen's County. 
But we must presume he followed Giraldus Cambrensis— he being the 
only writer off Irish history who fell into this mistake. See Haliday*8 
Keating, p. 29, Duk, 1809. Cambrensis Evertus, Vol. I., p. 123. This 
river formed a fruitful theme for the Munster Poets of the last century ; 
and Eoghan Ruadh O'Suilliobhain, a native of Sliabh Luachra in Kerry, 
who died A.D. 1784, and is buried at Nohoval near Mill-street, wrote a 
very beautiful Jacobite ballad to the air of Caiaeall Mumhan, in which 
he introduces it thus : — 

" SCO^pjov &nuccA le b-Air 1JA S]U]tie 'r nje 50 cAii)Ac-U5 ^aoi).'* 
Beside the Snir on a dewy morning I was feebly laid, 
and a street ballad, which is very popular in Munster, commencing thus: — 
'* The very first day I left Carrick, 
Was the twenty-ninth day of last Jane." 

describes its scenery most graphically. 



Y SAO 11)0 rp^ir ^ s-cltticce 'tj^ s-ceal ; 
AW) 6di)at) cit^oi) b A]cle ai) c-fluA]5, 
bAW) If c|tttA5 bo be]t; bed ! 

)f C|tttA5, Apb^CflAlC, ADtS^Al, 

tDe beic cAfi fe^f da b-|reA|t 50 |rAi)i) ; 
A5 ^itxeACC |te cliA|t Y CI05, 
'f n>fe AW) f eAi)5||i bocc 6aII. 

<D^ W)Al|tfeA6 p]ODt) ASUf A1) Fb]At), 

bo cfi6i3|:] wri cl]A|i A> clo]3 ; 

bo leAt)f A]!)!) Ai) fjAS fd't) i)-3leAi)i), 

'X bA w)tAi) l]ow) bfiejc A|t a co]f . 

jAjlft, A Pb^C|tAlC, peAW) AH <DblA, 

b'T^bloi)!) i)A b-'piAi)!) Y b^ cIaii)1) ; 
bfeAi) 3tt|&e A|i AI) b-flA^c, 

Y i)AC 3-cuaIa6 a coTi)-W)A]c |ieb' l]i)i)- 

p. ^11 ]A|t|tf Ab-fA DeATI) b'P)ioi)i), 

be^c A vzhvv ^3 n^^r^t) reAl3. 

O. 4)a w)-beiceVf a i:A|i|iA]r ai) T^bl^t), 

A clfe|rtl3 DA 3-cl]A|t Y DA 3-CI03; 
Dl cAbA|tf^ c Aitie bo Obl^, 

D^ bo |t|A|t cl]A|t A3Uf f3ol. 

p. fi] Cfifei3|riDDr^ W)AC <D6 b^, 

A|t A b-ca|Di3 fom ^3«*r f t^n ; 

A OirlD, A' nle bttt3, 

If Olc )IACAf bU]C bpl DA 3-cl]A|i. 
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0. Woe ifl me that have remained after him, 

My delight not being in games or music ; 
But being a withering wretch after the host^ 
To me it is sad to be alive ! 

s^ Patrick, sad is the tale. 

To be after the heroes, thus feeble ; 
Listening to clerics and to bells, 
Whilst'! am a poor, blind, old man. 
>j 
If Fionn and the Fenians lived, 

I would abandon the clerics and the bells ; 
I would follow the deer through the glen, 
L And would fain lay hold of his leg. 

Patrick, ask heaven of God, 

For Fionn of the Fenians and his clan ; 

Pray for the chief. 

Whose equal has not been heard of in your time. 

P. "^ I will not ask heaven for Fionn, 

.0 subtle man against whom hath risen my ire ; 
Since it was his delight in his time. 
To dwell in glens pursuing the noisy chase. 

0. ^ Hadst thou been in company with the Fenians, 
cleric of the priests and bells ; 
Thou wouldst not give heed to God, 
Or to the attending on clerics and schools. 

P. I would not forsake the Son of the living God, 
For all that have been east or west ; 
Oisin, soft bard, 
Thou wilt fare ill for depreciating the clerics. 
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p. Jf tOTij6A it>|AD bo bj 45 7^ior?T?, 

Y f)^ A b-cair^is lie ^^^ Ipjij |i|*ri| ; 
A Dbe^cA^b, y A b-pufl bed, 

If olc ti^cotf bo 'suf bu|c ; 
tDA|i bo 5tj]6eA6 f &aU o^V bjiufh. 

O. Jr beiX^ A cfteibinj-fe bob 3I611, 

A -piyi d'o Koirij PA le^bA]i nj-bi^f); 
50 Tij-be|c 7^foi>p, Av TlA]t p|aU, 
45 beATiyAU V^ *5 biAb^l a||i U^rrj- 

I Cofrj aUca, i, e.p kj»/J ^^^r^*, wolves. These animals Beemingly 
affonkd a Tast amount of amusement to tin Fenians in their hunting 
e^ccursioiia ; and until very recently they were not altogether baniatied 
from Ireland. In the Irith Penn^ Journal^ there is an^Lrticte on Natural 
Hifltory by the late H, D. Eichardaon^ a gentleman who devoted much 
of his time to thia purEuitp in which he stntea that wolves were 
killed In Wexford in 1730—40 ; and one on the Wicklow mountaini kj 
late m 1770. In the Banquet of Dun ^a ngedh, &c. published by the 
Irish ArchtEological Societtf, aotS edited by Dr. U*Donovari (p. 189), it is 
stated that the last nativtj wolf seen in Ireland was killed on a mountain 
in the county of Kerry, in the year 1725 ; and at pp. 64, 65 (iif^m) we 
are tuhl that when Dubhdindli^ the Druids foretold the fate of Conical 
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0. A delight to Fionn of the heroes 

Was the cry of his hounds afar on the mountain ; 

The wolves starting from their dens, 

The exultation of his hosts, that was his delight. 

P. Many a desire Fionn had, 

Which are disregarded after him, 

Fionn or his hounds live not, 

Nor shalt thou live, generous Oisin. 

0. A greater loss is Fionn than we, 

And all that have ever lived within our time ; 
All that ever passed away and all that are living, 
Fionn was more liberal of his gold than they. 

P. ^ All the gold which Fionn and you bestowed, 
Tis of no avail to him or thee ; 
He is in hell in bondage, 
Because he committed treachery and oppression. 

0. ^ Little do I believe of thy talk, 

man from ^ififfi^ of the white books. 
That Fionn, the hospitable chief. 
Could be detained by demon or devil. 

Claen, in a most satiric strain, the following reference is made to the 
wolfz— 

** Cu]|X]it ocuf bu]bi)e btvAp, 

CO niTijcATV B'^\r)eAn) smijD 5U1J, 
1J7 b-AineAiocAtv qi)b UIa6." 
Wolves and flocks of ravens 
Shall devour the heads of your heroes, 
Until the fine clean sand is reckoned, 
The heads of the Ultonians shall not be reckoned. 
The only specimen of the Irish wolf-dog now in Ireland, that we are 
aware of, is in the possession of Mr Conyngham Moore of Strand-street 
in this city. 
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A!) |:eA]t f ^ri) bo bfioi)i)A6 6|i ; 
A i)-6|fi]C eArtt]itiArt)A A]fl <t)blA, 
c^ f6 b-ceAC DA b-p]AD K^^I ^f*^^ ' 

O. <t)a n)'he]b]r cIadda 2t)ofii)A Apqs, 

1)6 cIadda BAO]fci)e, T)A t?|]i bA c|tfeAi) ; 
bo bfeA|i|:AbAO]f pioiji) atdac, 
1)6 bo b|A6 Ai) ceAC aca lp^]r)* 

p. Cu|3 c6i3e e]TteADT), t^o feAC, 

Y i)A f eACc 3-CAtA b] fAT) b'lp^]vi) ; 
V] qttb]iA]bif 'Plow AfD^c, 

S^V Ti)5ti A ijeAtic A3ttf A b.c|i6|i). 

O. <t)^ TDAinireAb }:aoUp A3uf 3oU, 

<t)]A]ifDtt]b bow ^*T Orcu|i ^]3, 
A b-c]3 bAfi curt) beAmAi) i)A <t)]A, 
D] bejc 'Plow DA b-piAW A]i U]Ti). 

p. <t)^ TDAitipeAb P^aoUd a3u|* 3oUj 

Y A |iA]b ADD bo'D b-p6]DD M^td j 
d1 qubtiA^b]!* p^]ODD atdac, 

Af AD ceAC 'd^ b-|:uil a b-p|AD. 

O. C|ifeAb bo |t]D p^lODi) A]]i 4)blA, 

Acc be]c A3 tiiA]t cl]A]i aY x^ol ; 
3|ieAf n)6\i A3 bitODD-^^ ad 6]fi, 

Y ST^^-^r ^ll® 1*^ »De|6]|i A COD. 

p. 21 D3eAU |ie TDei6]|i da 3-coD, 

Y le |i|A]i DA rS^l 5AC AOD U ; 
\ 5^^ ^in^ ^15^ ^m ^blA, 

AC^ p^]ODD DA t-p^]ADD A||l U]fD. 
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P. Fionn is in hell in bonds, 

The pleasant man who used to bestow gold ; 
In penalty of his disobedience to God, 
He is now in the house of pain in sorrow. 

0. Were the Clanna Moma within, 

Or the' Clanna Baoisgne, the mighty men ; 

They would take Fionn out, 

Or would have the house to themselves. 

P. The five provinces of Eirin severally. 

And the seven battalions which the Fenians had ; 

They could not deliver Fionn, 

Tho' great might be their prowess and strength. 

0. If Faolan and GoU lived, 

Diarmuid the brown-haired and Oscar the noble ; 
In any house that demon or God ever formed, 
Fionn of the Fenians could not be in bondage. 

P. If Faolan and Goll lived, 

And all the Fenians that ever were ; 
They would not bring Fionn out, 
From the house where he is in pain. 

0. What did Fionn do to God, 

Except to attend on hosts and schools ;' 

A great while bestowing gold. 

And another while delighting in his hounds. 

P. Because of the amusement of the hounds, 
And for attending the schools each day ; 
And because he took no heed of God, 
Fionn of the Fenians is in bonds. 

1 That is to say, bardic schools. 
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T?| |tAbAit7<^Tt Aoo ^cc cii|5 ^ifi b^A5 j 
bo 5Ab^rDA|i ^15 Bfte4\CA|t) t?A b-|:leA6, 

c4iT)5^njAti 5Atj bTtotj, 5*1? fSlon 
f bo cti||ieAmA|t 4in 5'CJor a b-p^b. 

AD Ri5-^^Tt)T)i& bejc ffAO| 5Ur; 
cfto|&e 5A1J Afi?5fbeAcc, 5*1) |?uAc, 
C|toi6e cftuAib A5 cofrjAii) cac. 

Jf 6A3CO|fl T}^^ 113A]C le *1>]A, 

5^ A'f b|A6 bo CAbA7|tc bo ije^Cj* 
Dio|i 6|ulrA|6 pptjT^ cp^At? tja cfinA5, 
TPHeAijtj fUA|i iDi^Y fe a ce^c ! 

^|A1^ I1?|C Cl>UTf)A|ll l^a fijAlt 5IJAOI, 

cobU ^A f|mc 6aVa Ku<v^8,^ 

y f ]A& ^b^llln^e 0^ j-cuAT? bo fe|li;. 

1 Fao^^ eigniHes a voice, huTD, or BouDd. 

' fetiaiij be^nSr liteTally f Ae ted ridge. In the asAtUiij ija SeAtjOTMS, 
A yery curiottfi tract contaiiiiiig a complete hislory of tb*i Fjaijtja G^tiprjij, 
it ii stated tliat Dfioitj oein^ ^0^ tbe aocieut name of Drumcliff, a email 
Tillage in tlie barony of Carburj, and county of Sligo, remarkable for 
the remains of an aacient Round Toirer* t^ionj be-* 113 was also the an- 
cient name of &ut) bit leAcjUfj now DowDpalrick, wUere a great battle 
waa fought^ A.D. 1260, between Brian O'Neill and Hugh mac Folim 
[O'Conor], and the Galls of the North of Ireland, in which many of the 
Iriih chiefi were ilain ; which ercnt fortned the iubject of a long poem 
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0. Thou say est, Patrick of the psalms, 

That the Fenians could not take Fionn out ; 
Nor the five provinces of Erin with them, 
Tho' great might be their individual strength. 

I have a little story respecting Fionn, 
We were but fifteen men in number ; 
We took the king of Britain, of the feasts. 
By the might of our spears and of our heroes. 

Magnus the Great was taken by us, [ships ; 

The son of the king of Lochlin of the speckled 
We returned without grief or weariness, 
And extended our tribute afar. 

Patrick, woful is the tale. 
That the Fenian king should be in bonds ; 
A heart devoid of spite or hatred, 
A heart stem in maintaining battles. 

It is not just that God should not feel pleased. 
At bestowing gold and food on one ; 
Fionn never refused mighty or wretched, 
Even though <;old hell be his doom. 

'Twas the desire of the son of Cumhall of noble mien, 
To listen to the sound of Dromderg ; 
To sleep at the stream of Eas Euaidh, 
And to chase the deer of Galway of the bays. 

for the pen of Gilla Brighde Mac Conmidhe, chief poet of Ulster at the 
time, published in the Miscellany of the Celtic Society, p. 146. Fionn 
had a son named Dearg, whose adventures formed a theme for poetic 
romance, and from whom the place may derive its name. 

•CAf KuAi6, or Eaa Aedha Ruaidh, Assaroe, the Salmon Leap, a cata- 
ract on the river Erne, at the town of Ballyshannon in Tir Chonaill 
(Tyrconnell), i.e., the country of Conall, which was nearly co-extensive 
with the present county of Donegal, and takes its name from Conall 
Gulban, the son of NiaU of the Nine Hostages.— J3ooA of Rights, p. 34, 
note p. See also Oss. Soc. Trans., 7ol. III., p. 115, note 8. 
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coiji) Bu5fi43t|6e^ A3 bu^iD fie z]i^\-^; 

bu|t|te At) Uo|S 6 3bleAiju 6& Tt|&|l** 
To^An x^\\s^ fl^lbe S-Cftoc/ 

TT>0T)3^1ft IJAOiUai?!} Jo|lflU|f® CaU, 
5^111 IJA t1^bA&b Of CfOttJl) A^ C-fluAg. 

Cii|ti>ATT) cfieAC DA ii?-bA|ic |ie cat)i)» 
AiMiAfU cooAific bo 4)bTtwT"?*Mf J^ 

b|l|ACflA Bb|lA|P A 5-Ct)0C AD itiT**' 

V 5^!^ y^ ffteAfe u|TD f l^Ab ajif,® 
3Ua8 Ofcuffi A5 bill bo fejlj, 

50eA 5A&A|l A|t teiftS T?A b-T^jADt) j'^ 
beic fjA f U|&e a nje^AfJ tja ij'b^ibj 
bA b-6 fiD bo 3Dac A rb|Ai>. 

^|ATJ bo ii>iAij^fb OfCtt||t f^]lf 
he]t A5 fe|rceACc ^e hh]m fJIAC ; 
be|c A 3-CAr a^ cofS^it cijarbj 
bA Ij-fe HT? *^ 517^ * iij|AD. 

^ torjo ttujTiA]&e, «Ae wave 0/ Rughraidhe ; a loud surge On Traigh 
Eu(lliraidhe» io the Bay of DuDdruiD in the coiiutj of Dottd, which 
drtjwned Rudhruidhe, the son of Partholan Fnur Mmters, p. 1189, 

* 2l)4tj ?I)ao|17, the plain of Maon, Otherwise called Maonmliagh, a ce- 
lebrated plaiD lying around Longhrea, In the county of Gal way, the 
inheritance of the Clanna Moirae. 

* SleAJjrj &a. rnAfl, Gien of the two heroes, 

* SM^h 5-Cfioc, SUabh g^CroL Now Mount Grud, in the townland of 
Mount UtiiiMik, parish of Killarory, barotsy of ClanwHUam, and county of 
Tipperary. The fott and castle of Dun-g-Crot are situated at the foot 
of thii raountain, in the Glen of Ahcrlow [near Bansha] ,— Four MasterSf 
Ed. 3. O'D., A,D. 1056, note y, 

* SijAb C\x^^ Sliahh Cua, Now the pariah of Seasgnan in the county 
of Waterford, situated about midway on the road from Clonmel to Dua- 
garTan ; and chiefly inhabited by the middle cla^i of farmerfl, many 
of whom have amassed coniiderabl© wealth by agricultural pursuiti. 
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0. The warbJing of the blackbird of Letter Lee, 
The wave of Eughraiiihe lathing the shore ; 
The bellowing of the ox of Magh-maoiiij 
And the lomng of the calf of Gleann-da-mhaiL 

The resounding of the chase of Sliabh g-Crot, 
The noise of the fawns round Sliabh Coa ; 
The seagulls* scream on lomis yonder^ 
Or the screech of the ravens over the battle-field. 

The tossing of the hnlla of the barks by the wave, 
The yell of Ihe hounds at Dmmlish ; 
The ery of Bran at Cnoc-an-air, 
Or the murmtip of the streams about Sliabh Mis. 

The call of Oscur going to the chase, 

The cries of the hounds at Leirg-na-bh-Fiann ; 
To be sitting amongst the bards. 
That was hia desire constantly. 

A desire of the desires of the generous Oscur, 
Was to listen to the clashing of shields ; 
To be in battle hacking bones, 
That was his desire constantly, 

Mr. James O'Keeffe, of Mountain Caatle in the adjoining parish » ModeligOt 
holds coQEiderable landed property in this parish. One of the five pfe- 
rogatiTes of the King of Caahel waa to pas3 oyer Sliabh g-Cua with [a 
hand of] fifty, after pacifying the Houth of Eire* — Book of Righu, p. 5- 

« lonrvuf, Erri^. An eiteneive and wild barony in the north-west of 
the county of Mayo.^— i^our Masters, 

f D|%U|Tij-lir- Kow Drumlease^ an old church in mins, near the east 
extremity of Lough GiU, in the barony of Dromahaire, and coiioty of 
Leitrim— ^oar Matiers, Ed. J. O'B., A,D, 1300, note i. 

• Cfloe-Aty^ain, the HiU of Slattghitr. A romantic hill in the county 
of Kerry, iituiited near Bollybunian, at which there waa » great hattlo 
fought by the Feniana in the second ceatury. 

■ SlfAb ^ir. Now Slieve miah. a mountain to the harooy of Trough- 
mnackroy, in the county of Kerry. There is also another mountain of the 

lame name in the barony of Lower Antrim in the county of Antrinii 

Book of Bights t p. 23, note x. 
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O. Sfe pijt b^jt5 bo c«A8ttPAfi n^T*' 

2lt>mAt^T?A At) b& occAit* 3M00* 
bo b&Aft^b ^a^c a t;bAil5fDTj; 
befc bi^ D-bfejf ^f cpuA^ atj cii|f, 
iijOf}UA|t If hj^aIa At) joiDtuif. 

%h f^lT? > AT) pUlt plOOIJ* * 

aV njo rrjAc Ofcuji ijA rt7-b6|n>^Ai?D; 
'f AT) c^ ba buAir) O BA0]f3J)e Af bftit|b, 
Aij K^ATt bitb O C>ttibrje, t)|A|inju]b, 

51a|-, aV 3e^rtT»i * r 5^^* t?i^i^ t^m^ 

bo cleACc iDOft-dACC A j-cottjIadd, 

C^lt)|5 l^n?) CoD&Tj 5Ai> Tf?oiT)S,' 
aY CaoI c^AbijoiDCAC o D 6Ati)uii7ij ; 

T^AC LU3A|6 ni^T* bATjbA, A f tj&jt CAjf, 
aY '^oU I13AC 2t)6rti)A bo'l) pif|l|0l7> 

^^ UTItS-iJA-^-FlAi^ij, an eminenoa op slope on tlie side of lome IM in 
Leiuat^r, but nol ideatifledt where the Fenlfto huiiter» were votst to 
muster preparatory to atarttng for the chase, 

J j^ofinjAOil 1)4 b |^|4P Formnoilof the FeniariM, There is a place called 
Formoyle in the barony of Upper OsBorj, in the Queen *i County, the 
estates of Wniiam PallJier and Jonah Barrington, Egqra.t aleo of Mrs, 
Judith Wheeler, as heini at liiw, dad OUTer Wheeler, Esq. of Gr«nanej 
of which we have a large map oti vellum, made in July, 1748, by Thomaa 
Keading. From Us contiguity to the Hill of Aim hum in Ktldare, where 
FioDn had bis palace, it U likely to be the Pormaoil referred to in the 
text i but tbtr© is another FofinjAojl at Bra^nduu bay in the county of 
Kerry, to the uorth of Ctjoc aij Sc^jl; and in Professor Connellan^i 
IHssertaiian. on Iriiih Grammar {Dut. 11^34), p. S(), mention ia made of 
a place near CiU Eaubnig Broin in the comity of Sligo, called l^ot^tij^oil 
^A &-FT*f>^t by the Irish- speak ing^ people of thu district, who allege tbftt 
the FormaQtU were the hospitals of the Feoiana, 
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0. We went westwards sixteen men in number, 
To hunt at Formaoil of the Fenians ; 
Nigh the faise of Onoc an Seail, 
To see the first running of our hounds. 

The names of tb^ two mirthfiil eights 
I shall relate, Tailgin ; 
To live after them is a sad fate, 
Woe and sorrow are my lot. 

Myself, and Fionn, the chief, 
And my flon Oseur of the blows ; 
And he who deliyered O'Baoisgue &om bondage, 
The black-haired O'Duibhne Diarmuid. 

There came with VM Faolan the manly, 
And the thr^ sous of Aonchearda Bearra ; 
Glas, and Qearr, and Gobha the generous. 
Who were accustomed to great feats in battle. 

There canje with us Conan without hair, 

And Gaol, the huijidred-wounder, from Eamhuin ; 
Mac Lugbaidh who was neither effeminate nor weak. 
And GoU Mac llorna was of the band. 

s CoQJtin 5Aif i90fi>s« i<e*> Conmn withoui huir. This is the celebrated 
Conan Maol so often reSene^ to in these poems, and of whom there are 
many ludicrous stories told. He was called Maol from the loss of his 
hair, being bald-pated ; but the term Maol also signifies a person of 
low stature, or the humblest menial in any employment. Donnchadh 
Ruadh Mac Conmara, a Munster poet of the last century, in his Eachtra 
GhioUa an Amallaint applies the term thus : — 

*'t1io|t cdi|t 6ati) r^AUb beic caii)aI Ti)A|t ii)Aol beA5, 

ASItOlbAtt, 96 A5 StiAfA^, 96 A5 C4PIC4A 1}jX CfX^ X^aI.** 

It was not right for rae to be for a while lijce Uttle Maol, 
Digging, or hoeing, or tossing the clay. 

There are various fiunilies in Ireland who derive their patronymic from 
this term, viz. Maolruanaidh, Maolbrighde, Maolmhichil, Maoldamh- 
lUiidh, Maoilsheachlainn, Maolmhuire, &c. 
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5obA SAO^ce A*|- Cot>cAWT% *n ^J5» 

4)0 bj BjlAI? A||l CO|lJ&|U A5 Ft^t?i>* 
aY 2t8t5UAlll ^JfbAfl A5 OfCttI*, 

6]le b]teAc A5 7^AoUt> tdac pbttJOj 

A5 5lAf njAC 2lot>ceATi|ibA BfeA|i|iA, ft|i:|ll ; 
A5 3ea|ift, *V>5 3obA DA T>-6AC tjgUi), 
bo b] "peAb A5uf FofcA^J, 

4)o b] SeA^ic A5 Cotj&tf njAolj 

Vf 6]ixeACc A5 CaoI ]te !)a caoIV; 
Aj tugAi6 Ufb]Ti V A5 5<»llf 

bo b| )^UA]TU A5llf pOCflATfJ. 

430 b| tuAf A3 \.}A-^^V lllAlll)T)6AC, 
Af t)ACCA01t? A3 4)41 T*® buAljAC; 

i&in) iV5 5obA SAOii^e Atj 5it|f?i?, 
aY 'DaoI A3 CAOflce njAc Ro»jJ^|ij. 

S3AO|lceA]t 8u|nT) 5A&A||i fbfc 2|Jb6|vtjA, 

pa injeAlUib ci)oc pA b-citii)C|b; 

p& C|Uli)Al'A|b CO^pOflSA CWl^AlTJ^,' 

a't b&Al i)A lorijai?^ lie paijAi6. 

2lf fub fOfp 50 betm> B6cA|t^,* 
l|ijT) bA ceolrtjA^ A]t i)-a8a|ica ; 
p]|i 1>baifie A s-cojll 50 5uic-biTju, 
A f jAb AJ Of t)a8aiI A]]t caiijqb. 

* ^Ac UottS)^}Tit Mac Ronain. Tlie chief occupation of Mac Bonain in 
thft Feaian ranlu wa« to draw lota wheneyer any spoil wai to be divided j 
henoe the epithet Ciaonchair, of lAe ht. 

* D| A JK^ U|& tj A tTj -bATj. T lii fi ia Dta rm u id O *Dit ibhn e, the 8 ubject of U r 
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0- There was in our company Liagan the nimble, 
Together with Daire of the duans ; 
Gobha Gaoithe and Connor the valiant, . 
And he of the lots, Cailte Mac Ronaa. 

Fionn held Bran in a 6lip, 

And 'twas I that held Sgeolann ; 
Diarmnid of the women held Fearan, 
And Oscur held the lucky Adhnuaill. 

Faolan, the son of Fionn, held the speckled Eile, 
And Glas, the son of AonchearrdaBearra, held Eitill; 
'Twas Gearr and Gobha of the pure steeds, 
Who held Fead and Fostuigh. 

Con an the bald held Searc, 

And Caol at his side held Eisteacht ; 
Lughaidh the mighty, and Goll, 
Held Fuaim and Fothram. 

Liagan, the nimble, held Luadhas, 
And Daire of the duans held Dathchaoin ; 
Gobha Gaoithe, the merry, held Leim, 
And Oaoilte Mac Ronan held Daol. 

We let loose the hounds of Mac Moma, 

Throughout the borders of hills in numbers ; 
Round the borders of Corann of the rocks. 
While the fawns led down hill. 

Thence eastwards to the peak of Bothar, 
Most musical were our horns ; 
The sweet-voiced men of Daire in the wood. 
While shouting at the herds. 

third Tolume, who is said to have had a ball seircct or beauty spot on his 
left breast, which caused any woman who saw it to fall in love with him. 

* CottAQi), now Keash, or Ceis-chorainn, in the county of Roscommon. 

* loii>Ai7, literally means a lamb, but is here appUed to.the young deer. 

* \>eV)V bdcA]Tt> the peak of Bothar. Not identified. 
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CAOjAb |!A0lC01), CAO^Ab njO|t'CO|tC» 

5t)^an> Ap i>-65-coij a b-T^ofinjAOil/ 

Sit) AT) C^Ab l:& bo f3AO|leA& 

f UjfieADD b Afl f AOltfb COD A 5-cltt|cce I 

Uc! A P1)I^CHA]C, ACC itjifep 

a pljacfiAic, }r CTIWA5 n>ire, 

AIT) f eAT)6||t 50 b-ACll||lf GAC J 

A5 cjijaU tun) Ai^p]!)!) 50 b^Alcoiyi. 

3aD A|lb-p|A6AC VttACA^Tl t)beA5A,* 

jAi? n)iolcA ^l&^be Cuiliw ;* 
5AI) bttl A i)-5liAi8ib le pi0f)tj, 
5AI) 7i]A|i f5ol tt)A|t cUaccaiiji). 

5ad beAbcA, 5A1? b^ADAii) c^ieAC, 
5AT) iTDi^c A^ cleAfA|b lujt; 
jAT? bill A5 rwjT^5i6 r)^ feiljp 
bit cfe||tb DA ft Alb mo bu^U 

p* SjuTit A f eAuain, 1^15 bob bAO|f , 

T)] beA3 bwic ^6AftA A D-beA|iT»)AOif j 

fmnAID Afl T)A plAl)t:A|b AC^ |ieOli)Abj 

b'iiDC|5 AT) fhi^nv A5»»r in?^eocAi|t. 

0. ^a Ttuci5vrr), a PI)^c|ia]C, tj^fv fit5CA]i ciif^A, 

A f IT^ AT) cfioibe coi]trDif5ce ;® 
b& TDA7|i|r€A6 CoT)^i) Art) bltjlj 

I EiDu-TiSicAc, a proraonUirjr, protaablj, in Uh Bathaeh, (Iwengh) 
county of Kenfy. Terhapa Bolui head on BallinAakellJg baj. 
a Fc^Aoi, not Ideatifleil, 

• Fo^iTijAoil, Bee p. 16, note 7. 

* luACj^rt^ t5ljeA5*i 00 w iS/ioiA Luachrat aometimes celled CiarruitfA^ 
XiuicAra, from Cwr^ one of the anctont kingt of Munater, a Igng ranga 
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0. Seven score of strong wild oxen, 
From Rinn-rathach to Fochaoi ; 
Fifty wolves and fifty huge wild boars 
Were the spoils of our young hounds at Formaoil. 

This was the first day on which were let loose 
A portion of our noble hounds in the chase ; 
And there lives not of those who were present, 
Alas I Patrick, but I. 

Patrick, I am to be pitied, 
Being a broken-hearted old man ; 
Without sway, without agility, without vigor, 
Going to mass at the altar. 

Without the great chase of Luachair Dheaghaidh, 
Without the hares of Sliabh Cuilinn ; 
Without going into fights with Fionn, 
Without attending schools as was my custom. 

Without conflicts, without taking of preys, 
Without exercising in feats ; 
Without going to woo or to the chase, 
Two amusements which I dearly loved. 

P. Cease, old man, let be thy folly, [done : 

' Enough for thee henceforth what thou hast already 
Reflect on the pains that are before you. 
The Fenians are departed and thou shalt depart. 

0. If I depart, Patrick, mayest thou not be left, 
man of the ascetic heart ; 
Were Conan new alive. 
Thy growling would not be long permitted thee. 

of mountain which extends from the harbour of Tralee in Kerry, to th# 
mouth of the Shannon. 

* Sl]Ah Cu]l]i7i7, now Sliabh Guillinn in the county of Armagh. 

< CoittTQjrsce, i.e.. ascetic , literally of the forbidding heart, beoauie th« 
taint forbade him to enjoy many of his pleasures. 
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O- *t)& fi|A6 fe at; U bo b] ^^faon, 

* 3-CACAtb ^jltje aY a ij^jljAb ; ! 

cii5A|!jT} 50 5leAI3T7 i5& 6Ari)*^ 

If biiea^cA bAc Ajuf stjAO] ; 

A5 ^Ati|iA|& A|r5** AiTi AD b-pbeiDi?, 

ir T^fel^llt leo no A sfejlL 

Oo g^AbAin Afitj^ob, 6ti, A f bttitfc I 
^ b]o& |-jt} A5Ab A}ji bo ciiAi]tb ; 

|rr>C|5 Aijoii*, bo tii^ib T^ioijtj, 

M| 5&AbAb Alfisiob cu^ATti T}'A 6|t, 
A!*!3-^fenM)l*^ Ai)3ldfri&)li 
ACP ctif A f^ji), 3A15 ca^lc ATt AT) b-'pe|i>t}, 
hQ he\t A5A1U Tt?A|i cfefle pit^, 

jf bftiACAfl bATTJf A, bo ^^6 AI> mj, 

b& rD-b6|6iui?-f[ 5AT? rtjT>AO| ]t6T^ ftAe; 

Ija, bei6lT?TJ AJAb^f A TTJA|t f |0|1, 
Afl A b-^tt]l 5 TjeAfij 50 f^Afl. 

O cu^jA^f bo bftfAiAjt A||i b'CUjf^ 
Ajv Oiht;, a ^-cloy bo'i? pbqtjTj; 

iDUijA Trbe^TJ5i]t feyr IjOTt? ^6ji>. 

Cat*ij 5*J> ceAfJij, a ktadhs» hodif^ an appariiiim. There are aevefal 
legGDdi current amongst the Irish peaaantrf , regarding headless appari- 
tions Oae of these legends, **The HeadieBs Horseman of ShfiDacloch," 
by the late Edward Walsh, appeared m the Dublin Pinny Journal, 
Yd. ii. No, 57- pp- 33-55, Another legend of the same character ia 
related of a member of the Cosby family, interred in the vault of the 
ruined churoh of Noughval, Dear Strad bally, in the Queen *a County. It 
was said that at stated periods, a black coach, drawn by four hiadhit 
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0. Or had it been on the day in which Fionn 

Was engaged in glorious battles and conflicts ; 

When there appeared to us a headless being, ^ > ^^ 

At Gleann da dhaimh. •*— — O ^< Z 

To thee have I come from my own home, 
Of the most brilliant hue and shape ; 
Requesting a gift of the Fenians, 
To which they can give assent. 

Thou shalt get silver, gold, and mantles, 
As a reward for thy visit ; 
But depart now, said Fionn, 
We think it time thou shouldst go from us. 

Silver or gold I will not take, 

royal chief of the pleasant speech ; [Fenians, 
But thee thyself without concealing it from the 
To live with me as my spouse. 

By my troth, said the king. 

If I were without a wife during my life, 

1 would not consent to be thy husband. 
For all that is from the heaven to the grass. 

As thou wert the first to plight thy troth. 
Says Oisin, in the hearing of the Fenians : 
I adjure thee by a bond, 
That thou become my partner. 

black horses, with a headleu coachman, and a headless footman, had been 
seen driying at a furious rate, in the dead hour of mid-night, through 
the village of Stradballj. The coach itself was said to contain one of 
Cosbys ; but the writer of this note does not now recollect Ihe particular 
indiyidual mentioned. 

« SloAiji) ty». 6Aii), the glen of the two oxen. The Four Masters give 
no account of this locality ; but at A.D. 945, there is a Gleann Damhain 
mentioned situate near Diir Inis (the isle of oaks), or Molana, an island 
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O. 2lij HAITI ^^ frnuAipeAf A|fi njo U05, 

cusuf* At? c-riit^ no A 3-C61II ; 
bo lit]5)0f l^ A 5-cof&fib, 

Tt?A^ bob' 1 roo f^fC t)0 fijpAOT. 

^5 f&ACA|Tj TjA n?D^ bob* &fli)e, 
tj]Ofi cunjA leo cfe'^i tiijf^e. 

2I5 ceAcc bo*T; coIa^oo 5AIJ ceAtjtj, 
bo b] f ub Y *<> T)-3leAijt) b'^ji b-ceACc j 
If ioit>8a bfiAOf bo h] p^ clii, 
be]C 5-c6Ab cu A'f bejc 5-c§Ab eAC, 

^Deic 5-cfeAb eAc 50T7A rt^iAD, 
befc 5-c6Ab cu ^oda 5-co|f?[AU| 
b6]6 ^-c^Ab s^olU 0^ T^A^b i}eA|tc, 
Af beic 5-cfeAb t^eA^ bo*D irnceAcc. 

'DejC 5-cfeAb cotip i?A rt;-bi 6|t, 

be|c 5-c€iAb clo^6eA?i> c5||i A'f f^^Ac; 
bit TfjAb rbAO^&ce bAii^f Aj b€|C 5-cfeAb b6p 
tu5Af bon? cfeile ai> Aoi>l5 ]Ab. 

t)o bei|t T?^|upe b'0|no ^jaU, 
If riTicfb tyoTi) c|i]aII borr? ceAC ; 
bo 5feAbAi6 cu 5 AC Affje uAjbj 
Acc 5AD iilfje bo buAjD lejfp 

T:A|I3|5 t^aii?le65 |:ao] ai? b-)^6|t)0i 
bo Ttuj At) fi^iDTje fA0| At> loo; 
b'in)C|3 Ai) f^ipije a fopj AijttAf, 

3AJ> f |0f A f 5&|l 5Uf AUOCC. 

in tlie river Black water, in the barony of Coshmore and Coslibddep in 
the eonntj of Waterford, near BalHnatray, the a^at of the Hon. Mr, 
Moore, two and n half tnil&s north -west of the tow^n of ToaghaL 
The island ia called Molana, from St. MAOlnnfaidh, iti patron saint ; aoil 
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0. "When I reflected on my dear, 

I put this thought in execution ; 
I laj beside her without disguise. 
Because she was meet to be my wife. 

As the Fenians reached their houses. 
In groups of threes and fours and fives, 
To behold the most noble woman. 
It was not indifferent to them who should be first. 

When the headless being came, 
There was then in the glen ; on our coming. 
Many a druid of high repute, 
Ten htmdred hounds and ten hundred steeds. 

Ten hundred steeds with their bridles, 

Ten hundred hounds with their leashes ; 

Ten hundred servitors in whom was strength, 

Ten hundred heroes in our ranks. 
Ten hundred goblets made of gold. 

Ten hundred excellent swords and shidds ; 

Were it a boast for me, [there-were] ten hundred 
cows, 

I bestowed them on my love in one day. 

She gives a ring to the generous Oisin [and says], 
'Tis time I should depart for my home ; [this, 
Thou wilt obtain every thing thou desirest from 
So that water will not touch it. 

A swallow flew among the Fenians, 
And carried off the ring towards a lake ; 
The ring disappeared ever since. 
Without any tidings of it unto this night, 

in it are the rains of an abbej 6f Regular Canons founded in the sixth 
century bj that saint, who was its first abbot. Here was buried Raj: 
mond Le Gros* one of the co-adrenturers with Strongbow in the inrasion 
of Ireland.--Smith*8 Waterford, p. 43. 



28 
V feAij be45 e|le^ fuAf ij* bfe^l ; 

5At) inof, 5*ocuA1ftif3> civ D-beAc^ib ATj c-§AO, 

ua f|Of fjfe^U c& i)t*eACA^6 41) beAi>- 
» 

p. Jr be4^5 X]t)r A ^eipbic 1^1)1 »?tj, 

1)1 jiAib A5A& i^ijce Acc TeAl; 

If fe^^Ji p&T)ATfjU|U TDAft A CAO|, 

1)^ bejc At^ir T?A meAfs* 

O. 21 Tfjic 2ltt|»luii3Tj AD Jlofti 6|l, 

If ii?A|tt5 beifi CAob |ie clfe||i n^ CI05; 
bo b&6Af A3Uf C^ojlt:], mo Uia6, 
Ajuf bo b^6tDA|i uAT|i tjifi bocc- 

CeSl |iii A j-cobUB p|Oiji} 5A1? boii^ 
Iaca|t)i? a loc UA b-c|t| 3-CaoI ;^ 
l"5AlcA|iOAe lo|i) *t>boy|te ai? cA|nt>/ 

aY bujClte AIJ bA^TlJ 6 SfleATJU'TJA-J-CAOIt/"* 

4>b^ UcA|tjT) a ioc 6ini>e,® 

6^ 6obA|t-coTt)^ a Loc ^e^lje^* 
&a SeA|i|if 1^6 aS) 2lJujoe caU,^ 
Af fe^ feAbAC fife] be 3-CoDAiU.^^ 

r Sa^ TiuAb, T eddish bird. The cuckoo h the bird referred to here, as 
hoTcrirg OTer tliem in the air. 

» Caij be A3 eile, ojio(Atr A«/e 6i><f, Thii is the ni^l^^S or hedge-sparrow, 
whicli pursues the cuckoo in its flight, and la believed to make various 
atteroptt to get into its beak when einging. 

» Loc flA ft-tttj 5-CAolr ike iakt of ike three CooIh This ii the name 
of a small lough near Kells ia the county of Meath» 

* Dt^lfte Aij CljAffit), Derr^cam, Now Derrjcarn in the county of Meath, 
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0. The reddiflh bird of the grey wings 
And another small bird in its beak^ 
[Were] soaring around over our heads, 
Singing their songs in the air. 

Fionn and I together were 
Gazing at the birds for a while ; [flown, 

Without knowing or learning where the bird had 
Or tidings whither the woman had gone. 

P. That is nought, noble son of Fionn, 

Thy possession of her was but for awhile ; 
Better to remain as thou art, 
Than to be again among them. 

0, son of _Calphum of the bland speech. 

Woe to him that confides in clerics or bells ; 

I and Caoilte, my friend, 

And we were for a time and did not want. 

The music to which Fionn slept readily. 
Was [the cackling of] the ducks from the lake of 

the three Gaols ; 
The sifiging of the blackbird of Derrycam, 
And the bellowing of the ox of Gleann-na-g-Caor. 

The two ducks of Lough Erne, 
The two otters from Lough Meilghe ; 
The two hares of yon brake. 
And the two hawks of Sliabh g-Conaill. 

> SleAijQ t}A 5-CAOtty the glen of the berries. Not mentioned bj the 
Four Masters; but there is a Gleann-na-g'Caar in the county of Cork. 

< toe apiitfe, Kow Lough Erne in the countj of Fermanagh. Duald 
M*Firbis and the Leahhar Gabhala agree as to the eruption of this lake. 
See Four Masters, A.M. 3751. 

7 tioh^^xco^i), the otter, A remarkable instance of the ▼oracious propen* 
sities of this animal occurred lately at the glen of Aherlow near Bansha 
in the county of Tipperary. A farmer, named Dwyer, found the throats 
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1)5 f5<t]|ic C|iwA]6 4>!jfta|TT? le f^itfc;' 
ceAftCA f |tAO|c 6 Ch|iuAcln) Cbfitifni/ 

Acc 50 ft?-b6i*5|oi> V^ b»!? A J}e]h. 

of aeFeral of his iheep cut after the night, aQtl, determining to watch 
the tbief, took hia gun and concealed himitolf near the flock ; when about 
midnight he oh&ervud sotuethiug io tlie shape of & large dog attacking 
the sheep, at which he took diiliberate aim and killed him on the spot. 
On approaching the animal, to his utter surprise it turned out to be a 
monstrous otter, upwards of four feet long ; aiid although the river Suir, 
from which it crawled up^w-anls of half a mile hy a narrow stream, 
aboundB with salmon and other fish at this season, (June, 1858), yet his 
propeoiitiea for animal food was 8uch that he preferred it to fl&hj no 
matter how tender or delicious it tasted, 

• b5C ^e|l5e, the lakt of Meilghe, The Four blasters record, under 
date A.M, 461^4, that Meilgbe Molbhthach, son of Cobhthach Gaol 
Breagh, after haTiog been seyenteen jears in the sorcreignty of Ireland, 
fell in the battle of Claire, hy Modhcborb. When his grave waa digging, 
Loch Meilghe hurst forth over the land in Cairbre, so that it was named 
after bim. It is situated, on the confines of the counties of Fermanagh, 
Leitrim, and Donegal, See h^nur Makers, AM. 4694, note h, 

^ 3J)UT^ tdXi. This muflt be some adjacent plain or green. 

i« SItaB 5-CoijaiU, the tmuntetin t>r hill of CattalL Called after Conall 
Qulban, who was nursud at tbe Beinn or peak of Guiban, where the 
hardiest hawkg in Ireland were found in tbe latter end of the fifteenth 
century. 

J 3leAiji> f)A Ti^-buAb, the gUn of victories or conquests . Not men- 
tioned b>* the Four Masters. 

> dfiunTj nc nv^ir, the ridf/e h^ the stream. Unknown. 

' CTiiWCii-t) Ciniu|fij, the Cruachan of Crom. Cruaehan was tbe name 
of the ancient pabce of t lie kings of Connaughti and was situated 
near Belanagare, in the county of Koscommon, and is now called Hath- 
croghan. However, we doubt whether this is tbe place referred to in the 
text Crom was the name of one of the idols of tbe I'agan Irish, to 
which, according to Dr* Cliarlc$ O'Conor (ProL part 1, p, 2"2), the early 
colonisers up to the time of St, Patrick, offered the firstlings of animali 
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0, Tlie whistle of the eagle from Gleann na m-buadh, 

Or jfroin the rough thicket of the Ridge by the stream ; 

Or the grouse of Cruachan Chruim, 

Or the whistle of the otter of Drum-re-Coir, 

The song of the blackbird of Derrycam, 
I never beard, by my troth, 
Music more melodious to me than it, 
Were I only beneath his nest. 

besideB other oflferiEgB. Here are his wordi ; — " Mttgh-Shacht canuM 
ronnim, or is and ro b^tt Righ edhal Er, J. iti Crom-Cruack, ayua da 
fdh&l deg do chchmhh mrns^ agu3 adhelbsnin dctor^ agm asne ba De do 
gach lucht ro gabh Eirinn go torachl Padric. Is do do idhbraith ced 
gen gacha sot ha, agus primlghgen gacha dainde. At cuige do riacht 
Tigernmus mc FolL Ri Er dia Sattma, co firaihh ttgas oo vumibk Eir 
maiUefri J3ja ndhradh ea ra uhuf^ht sat uUe idku coro nejndheiar iuil an 
edaii agua eth a sron^ agus /fiirglEdha anglutL c&rra attuitiead^ oonehladar 
leer cethraimhe f her n Er ac na »lech(aibh — linde Magk tilecki ifr," i»e. 
Campna atmgis ita nppellfttur, qtiia ibi fait pnecipuum Iiiolorum Hiber* 
niffi, uempe Croiti^Crrnvh, et duDtleeim Idola Saxea cLrcutnetantia, et 
caput cjua ex auro, vt hlc Hk^us fuit omnitina popul&ram quotq^uot poaae 
erunt liiberniam, usque ad ad vent uro S. Patricii. Huic aacriflcaveruut 
Primugetiita uujusquy Sobolis, et priumgenlta fllioram ftuorom, Hunc 
TigermnasiilB, SUub Foil t Eex Hiberula, precatus, eat die Sammi\ cum 
YiTia si mulieribus HiberQi©, tall adoratioue, et ulna* buus rumperent, 
ciideudo et adoraiido, donee Yulueribas infligereot etiam froDtea suas, 
contundurent qasua, et genua, usque ad sanguinem fundendum. Hinc 
itaque diuitur MaQk-Sleacht. Cainpua Stragis/' And O'FMierty (vide 
Ogygiat part 3, p, 197, 4to. ed,, I^uJ, 1085), aa^B, '' Croiucruoch Ido- 
Ivim, cui TigemiuaBiui rex, ut pupra, cum uMivemo populo suo ex do- 
drantc yitam devoverant, totiua regni Idolorum omnium princepa at! 
I<3oloiimiaias iu Mi hernia per S. Palriciuro everaionem in campo Hoy- 
Bleuct peretitit \ quod reges, et re^i proceres Bumma, atataque sacromm 
rltunm vetiei-atlone eolcbant v tb q'jod responxa dare putabatur a popuio 
■ltt/^>, €t insipientei cui ct^hbat illadt n% ait Joceliiiua^'' (See Jor:c4iD» in 
vita B* Fittricii^ c. 56). Dr, O'Donovan saja in a in te to ihe Ftjur Master a 
under AD, lll7i that tliere was a ubieftain, uamed Cromdubh^ in 
Umball [in Connau^ht] who was conti-idporary with St. Patrick, and, 
though a powerful opponent of hisj was afer wards L^ouverted by the 
£>aiut to Christianity on Hie day called Dofnhnach Chroim Bhuibh. 
-^tJo^T^e ^tj CbAlTii?» Bi^rrycarn. In the Tran%actionA of th& Gitlic 
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^}\i n}'he]t &*m 5^T? b|^8, 5AT) beod, 
At 5 bfe<ti)Afh cfia|'5A -aY U|iT)AT5ce. 

bo 5feAb4t|]i TjAO^ fe-ficcib bA|]i3J^ Atii^i?; 
50DA Tj-At)i>lAij t^fotJA aY ireSU, 

\f olc A t3-AbA]|V CU, A f 6AD$||t. 



Soci«^ of Dublin (1880)^ now a. tare iKWk, the following beautiful poem 
will be found at page 164, addressed to oi^e of tbeee birds whkh fre- 
quentad Derrjcarn wood In the county of Meath i aud whkh is accom- 
panied by a spirited trans latioD from the pen of Mr. WilOam Leahy ; 

Ceol bu6 biptj^ ijA ao juc. 



'5 66 eo cuineAfe ^m ^n \o% 



tt&f» deal ir tlij^ T*'») *5-bit, 
a n>|c ilfiplttm t>* ccloct Ti3-b)ij?j, 

's 50 fv-ton^^ AniT AT^ *« voi<». 

»S ij! b^Aft c'Ai^e AjTi b|A 50 ro^U 

il ccTvic IocUt), ijA meb 50|inj, 
f \iAm W**^ Cdbivfl, TJA ccofif? i?&eti5^ 
aitj c-^D &0 cfci AlJOf, 
^5 rifl A ^5©! cu]c 50 »enbr 

Coiiw Ai) tA^TfJ *>? «*rll U& CTATl, 
^At^ A 1^-tefe|U&TT A*) 1=Jjl*n ror t 



Ss^lJAino Uio 60 me A1J CbAitifJ, 
tJiitcfie Aij bnftiifj Fb^iU 17 a ccAen^ 
Ceol le ccotlAS 1^-\^t\ 50 njoc, 

CeftCA pfiASTC Um CfjnUACAIfJ CUTAVt 

Fe05A]l UobfiOfU t5|vu|Uj b& Ujc ; 

30tA r|lAl|t 5l|n tJA FFUACj 

lorj^ajTie cuac ciju|c oa r<^o^, 
3ot A 5A6Att SletjHA cAe^ij, 

CA]TVnj tJA ceo a A5 C|t] A I 50 ttjoc, 
, ^IfCAAC 6 ttt^l^ TJA CCIOC 1) -0^115, 

ail CTiS^TC 60 T^Aift T\m 'r AIJ FFjiAiT, 

Dob AtJUf A 1^0 rl|Ab TJA qll, 

f A b^i)ij leofAti t^ui^le totj, 
50 1 A ijA cck)5 la« i^fl* hn^*'' 



Hail tuneful bard of sable wing^, 
Thou warbler swet^t of Carna'i groTet 
Not lays more charming will I hear 
Tho* round th' erpanii?e earth I rote. 
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Alas ! that I ever received baptism, 
It affects my honor, I perceive ; 
In being without food and drink, 
Whilst fasting and praying. 

Not so, old man, I am sure. 

Thou shalt get nine score cakes of bread ; 
With thy £01 of wine and meat. 
Evil thou speakest, old man. 

No melody's more soft than thine, 
While perch'd thy mossy nest beneath ; 
How sad to miss thy soothing song I 
VHien harmony divine you breathe. 

O son of Alphron, cease thy bells, 
Cease thy hollow-sounding strain ; 
To Carna*s grove thine ear incllDe, — 
Thou wilt overtake thy psalms again. 

O didst thou hear its mournful tale ! 
Didst thou, as I, its story know I 
Thou wouldst forget thy God awhile, 
And down thy cheeks would torrents flow. 

Found was the bird on Lochlin*s plains, 
(Where purling flows the azure stream) 
By Comhal*s son, for goblets famed. 
Which bright with golden splendor beam. 

Yon lofty wood is Carna's grove, 
Which bends to west its awful shade, 
Where pleased with Nature's wild display. 
The Flans— noble race I delayed. 

In that retired and dusky wood, 
The bird of sable wing was lay'd ; 
Where the majestic oak extends. 
His stately boughs in leafy shade* 

The sable bird's harmonious note. 
The lowing hind of Cora's steep. 
Were wont, at morning's early dawn, 
To luU the mighty Fionn asleep. 
3 
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O. ai) b^Al f o A5 i?|1|ocaI leAC, 

t)^|t ubAccAU 6 |ie f A3A|ic ; 

V^ rt)o cuib bo'i) cori)|U)^i)ij. 

p. <Dob' 6 fit) cpuAf AC 1)A b-|H)|tc,* 

A3uf |:]a6ac ija i)3A|ib-ci)oc ; 
If fteAW pwAll^ F^ 6e]iteA6, 
A|i f3^c bu]i i)-b]to|c-C|ie|b]rt). 

O. NjOft bA b'^ n^ btt|i;i)e f§it), 

Acc A|i 1]oi)a6 b'f ^01) aY b'f ed^l ; 

COf AC CeiftC A'f COCftATl) fleA8, 

beocA Tt)|lf e, aY c^c b^ i>-6l. 

)f C]t^8 lioii) 'DfAimjaib A3Uf 3oll> 
A3ttf peAjiSuf bA b]Dp 3l5ti; 
At) uA]|i t)Ac l6]3ceA|i bu|OT A IuaS, 
A Pb^CftA^C t)UA]8, c^it)13 ^*V F6itt)- 

P, Ba ceAb l]i)i) ctt b^ lttA6, 

ACC 30 b-CAbAin b A]]te A|t Db|A Aji b-cuf; 
or Ai)0]f ]f be]|te bob' AO]f, 
f3ui]t bob' bAO]r, A fifi 3AT) luc. 

The noise which haunts the weedy pond. 
That into triple straight divides ; 
Where cooling in the crystal wave, 
The bird of silver plumage glides. 

The twittering hens on Groan's heath 
And from yon water-girded hill, 
The deepening voice of gloomy woe, 
Sad, pensive, melancholy shrill. 

The eagle's scream from Foat's vale. 
From the tall pine the cuckooes song ; 
The music of t1»e hounds that fly. 
The coral-pebbled strand along. 
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0. This mouth conversing with thee, 

May [it] never to a priest confess ; 

If I would not prefer the crumbs of Fionn's house 

To my share of your entertainments. 

P. That was the picjting of the banks, 
And the chase of the craggy hills ; 
Hell was his portion at the end, 
Because of your unbelief. 

0. Not so to us indeed, 

But our fill of wine and meat ; 

The first of justice and equality at feasts, 

Delicious draughts and all drinking them. 

Woe is me Diarmuid and Goll, 
And Fergus of the tuneful voice ; 
Since it is not allowed us to name tliem, 
Patrick, lately come from Rome. 

P. We would allow thee to name them, 

But only give thy attention to God first ; 
Since now thy life is at its end, 
Leave off thy folly, feeble man. 



When liy'd brare Fioan, and aU hig chiefs. 
The heath did more the heroes please. 
Than church or beU they'd dearer deem. 
The sable bird's melodious lays. 

1 CtitXAfAc DA b-poftc, picking or gleaning of the banks* Here St. 
Ffttrick intimates that Fionn's table was not so plentifuUy supplied after 
all. That the viands consisted of berries picked up in the bays, and 
of wild animals captured on the " craggy hills,'* which were for that 
reason in poor condition and not easily eaten. 
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Of AjAb AC^ Ai) c-eoluf ]f feA|t]t; 
At) l6]3f eA|i 11)0 3A6A]t 1)^ 11)0 cu, 
l|oiD 50 cii||ic ]ti5 DA D5|t^r ? 

p. 21 feAi)5||t AcA A|t bAoif, 

a'i* t)^c f A5A]ii) cfi^c bo ctt|t ojtc ; 
^1 I^ISF^^T^ ^o 3^^^]^ V^ bo cu, 
leAc 50 cttijtc |i]5 pA jieACC. 

O. 43^ !D-bA6 A3A!DfA blA& A]CI)e A|t 43b]A, 

^V 30 iD-b]A6 n)o cu bott)' ]t6]|i ; 

bo p^l|tCeOCA]T)T) ^ boil) CO|T), 

5] 6 b'6 bo b6A|tA8 b]A6 bAii) |:fel»)» 

p. 11-8^ b-^bAi|t X]V A feAi)6]]t, 

A'f cu A i)-be]]te b-^f® ; 
1)1 cocfiATi), 3AI) b|t6A3, Ai) b|te]c, 
bo beiti]|i A|i 11)0 T*i3-ri. 

O. 4)ob* fe^fifi A01) cu|tA8 An)4i]t) l^tb][i, 

bo bi Aji pl)]Ai)i)A]b 6]fieApp ; 
i)a ci3eA|tpA At) c|t^bA]6, 
A3Ur CUfA f^ll), A Cl)l6]tti3. 

p. 21 Oirit) DA D3^^T^ l^i)t), 

c^D^r V^ b]t]AC]tA bu^le; 
bob' f e^|t|i <l)]A |xe 1)-aod l6, 
D^ 'FlADD^lb fe||teADD u|le. 

O. 5l6 c^iTDr© ADoir 3AD fUfceAf, 

A f !d6 iA|t 3-CA]C|ori) ID AOife; 

A Pb^lCflAjC, D^ CAbA]]t A]CIf , 

bo ibA]C|b cIadda BAO]f CDe. 
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0. Patrick, tell me in confidence, 

As it is thou that hast the best knowledge; 

Will my dog or my hound be let in 

With me, to the court of the king of grace. 

P. 0, old man, who art silly, 

And of whom I can get no good ; 
Thy dog or thy hound will not be let in 
With thee, to the court of the king of justice. 

0. If it were I that were acquainted with God, 
And that my hound were at hand : 
I would reconcile him with my hound. 
Whoever gave food to myself. 

P. Say not so, old man. 

And thou at the end of thy life ; 
Unjust, without doubt, is the sentence, 
Which thou passest upon my king. 

0. Better were any one mighty hero only. 

Who was in the ranks of the Fians of Eire, 
Than the Lord of piety, 
And thou thyself, Cleric. 

P. Oisin of the sharp blades, 

That speakest words of madness ; 
God is better for one day, 
Than all the Fians of Eire. 

O. Though I am now deprived of lordship, 
And am at the close of my life ; 
Patrick, do not cast reproach. 
Upon the nobles of the Clanaa Baoisgne^ 
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O. 4Da iD-b]A6 A5AiDfA Coo^i), 

bo b|t]feA8 x^ ^^ ceAijijf a, 
'^f'^lS ^")^^rS ^^ cl6]]te. 

A feAt)6]|i, ]f bAOc bo co|i ; 
cuiiijDts 3d b-c^ipis bo ]tAe, 
a'i* 5Ab rtJAC <t)& A]t bo fop. 

2lc^ ctt ^|tf A|8, |!0]]tbce, l]Ac, 
b'irt)ci5 bo C|aII aY bo 3|ieAi)i) ; 
lfe|5 b]oc Ai) cori)]t^6 b]Ai), 
aY b]A}6 bo leAbAS a b-|:lA]ceA|* caU. 

O. 43o cobUf A!t)ui3 |:^'i) c-fl]Ab, 

|:ao| 6|tucc 1]ac Aft b^|t|t cjiAijt) ;^ 
i)]0]t cleAcc l]on) leAbAS 3AI) b]A8, 
|?eA6 bo b]A& tr^AS A|i Alj g-cpoc ub caU. 

p. 2lc^ Ctt A|i n7eA|iu3A8 a T)-be]|te 1)-A0]fe, 

1^1 r^ fMs^ 6]|teAc ASAf CAii) ; 

feACA]1) fl^ge CAfl) T)A b-p]AI), 

aY c]oc^A]6 A|i>3il 436 |:aoi b' ceAi)p. 
O. 43^ iD-be]8iwn A3ur 'FeAtt3Af ^iaI, 

A3U]' 43]A|tll)Ulb A1)0]f A|t Al) !t)-bAll; 

AW 3AC |*l]3e b'A|i ^AbATijAjt niAri), 
3AIJ ceAb bo't) cU]]t bo J^AbAtijAO]!* App. 

p. y6]l, A 0|f]tj, pa IDAflAlS AP Clfe]|l, 

C^PAf b|t]At|tA 4D6 Ap 3AC bAll ; 

TpilpA l6]3KI^ Ctt 8]oc Ap coip|tei8 b|Ap, 

If ipOfl Ap p]Ap ACa Ab CeApp. 

» b^nn cnAijt), ^op» 0/ /rec», i.e., his bed was made of the tender 
branches pf the trees, and of the foliagfe. The *' gxey dew** referred 
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0. Were Conan with me, 

The reviler of the Fenians ; 
He would break thy head, 
Within among thy clerics. 

P. To be ever talking of the Fians, 

old man, is silly work ; 
Remember that thy hour is come, 
And take the son of God in thy behalf. 

Thou art old, withered, and hoary, 
Thy understanding is gone, and mirth ; 
Leave off thy vehement talk. 
And thy bed shall be in heaven beyond. 

0. I slept out on the mountain. 

Under grey dew on the tops of trees ; 

1 was never used [to go] to bed without food. 
Whilst there was a deer on yonder hill. 

P. Thou art astray at the close of thy life, 

Between the straight way and the crooked ; 

Shun the crooked path of pains. 

And God's angels will come under thy head. 

0. Were I and Fergus the generous. 

And Diarmuid, now on the spot ; 
In every path that we ever passed. 
Despite the clerics we would pass. 

P. Cease Oisin, do not insult the clerics. 

Who proclaim God's word every where ; 
If thou wilt not leave off thy insolent talk. 
Great is the punishment that awails thee. 

to, is the hoar frost so frequent in the months of September and 
October. 
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O. 43o bAbAfA A5iir |:Uic da h-lp]^t)t), 

aV cojtc A|i ]A|t|tA]6 uA]i)i) A DsleAijij ; 

bA Tt)eAf A l|0!t) IJAC b-|:ACA At) |:]a8, 

T)^ bo cl]Atif A be]c 3At) ceAiji). 

p. 9lz"A cu bol^fAc 3AI) ciaU, 

If njeAf A 6u|C nt) T)^ be]c bAll ; 
hSx b-im|3ce^ bo nAbAitc Af C13, 
bA ir)6\i bo CjOi) A|i f lA^ceAf caU. 

O, 4Dob' A^ce l]on) lfe]rt) ai) pu|c, 

t)6 |tA6Aric A|i bfiojc ib]|i 6a JleAiji) ; 

t)^ A i)3eAllAi)t) bo b^AlfA 8ah), 

aY a b-pu]3|iji) bo fulc A b-flA^ceAf caU. 

p. 2lca bo Tbu|i)^§ii) bAoc 3Ai> fl^occ, 

b']!t)C]5 bo fulc A3uf bo 3tteAi)i) ; 
TDWt)A t)3lACA& Ctt iijo corijAifile 'tjocc, 
1)1 b-|!U|3]& cu bejc a buf t)^ caU. 

O. 43a TD-b6i6]i)t)n A3ur Ai) pbjAijt) Ai)]U3, 

A|i bejiji) cijoic A3 cA|i|tAi03 I aw ;^ 
b^A^ibbeoii) leAbA|t, cliA]t, aY clo|3, 
b]A& TtojA A3tt]i)o beic a buf i)o caU.* 

p. tl] jtAjb 10t)l)CA ACC ItJAfl 3aI fttip, 

1)6 ii)A|i f flue A3 ceACc 6 3leAi)i) ; 

1)6 IDAjl f]0C3A0]Ce A|l Ti)A0ll|1)1) C1)0|C, 

3AC luce A3A]b ba |iA|b ]t]Ari) ai)1). 
O. 43o bA6Af A n)-BeA|t|tr)A ai) ba 3bo|U,^ 

A b-f OCAl|l luce 1)A 1)-A|t1D ceAi)i) ; 

bob' fea|t|t l]on) a T)-A]5ce A3 aid, 

D^ AD C]tttp fO DA ID-bACAl 3-CAlD- 

1 lAun, a 6/orfe, sometimes means the head of a lance or spear. In 
some copies of the poem the word beAijij, is incorrectly substituted for 
Ut)t), by illiterate scribes. 
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0. The Fenian chief and myself 

Were in quest of a boar, in a glen, 
'Twas worse to me that I saw not the deer, 
Than if thy clerics lost their heads. 

P. Thou art piteous and devoid of sense, 

That is worse for thee than being blind ; 

If thou didst get thy sight within, 

Great would be thy attachment to heaven beyond. 

0. I would take more delight in the bound of the buck, 
Or in looking at badgers between two glens ; 
Than in all that thy mouth promiseth to me, 
And all the joys I would get in heaven beyond. 

P. Thy hope is silly and fruitless, 

Thy joyousness and mirth are gone ; 

If thou this night receivest not my counsel. 

It shall not be granted to thee to be here or there. 

0. Were I and the Fenians this day 

On the summit of a hill drawing swords ; 

Despite of books, clerics and bells, 

We would have our choice of being here or there. 

P. They were but like the smoke of a wisp. 
Or like a rivulet coming fnpm a glen ; 
Or like a whirlwind, on the peak of a hill. 
Each clan of you that ever lived. 

0. . I was at Bearma-an-da-Ghoill, 

By the clans of the stout arms ; 

I would prefer their face again. 

To this troop of the crooked croziers. 

^ ^ bur V^ ^aU, on this side or that. A common Irish phrase for ** in 
this world or the next." 
s \>eik\i\if)^ AO b;^ 15^o]\\y i.e., the gap of the two GolU, Not identified. 





^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^1 


^H 


)r rt^Afc ^c& * v]Of ^s^m, ^^^^^H 




cA b-f iql ATI lie 4tV co|i T)A c^Aijrj ; ^^^^^| 




rSl^MT^fl^^ ^^ ]tUA3A6 le Ufrt?, ^^H 




A'r 5*1? Ugc uejuc A5 zBACz bit CAbAftt- ^^^| 


^H 


Mt h]m l]OTD bo 5l5tt 5At> r«^c, ^^H 




c|A ca cti 51(0 Ajt bo |iAtK» ; ^^^1 




X}] clu|!>|n? f§|i) i^e^b *i) loio/ ^^^| 




b|teAC A|t f fiiic^ 0^ c:Ofic 4 tJsle^tH)- ^^^| 


^^L p- 


H^ ii)f»Alk^x]t cu A 5-com^||tl0 Au co)|tT^, ^^^1 




If n^^fc led f 11} C6ACC Ab ce^xpi; ; ^^^| 




p^^t D* cobA T\}d)pe Ajt atj 5-cu|b nj-bfj, ^^^| 




6 UAC TD-be400tt13ceAp |Ab Abuf ija caIU ^^^| 


^^V_ 0. 


t>^ n)-b|A6 S^olb Sse^t)© Aj^nj, ^^^| 




136 Of Ctifl 5lfC T)A 3'CAC b-ceAt?TJ J ^^^1 




1^1 biAbmAoif 3AIJ fc^oliii^c AtJOCC, ^^^H 




A|t COli^^lt^U clo3 1}A f6ACC n?-b6At>i>. ^^^1 


^H 


% Otfii)^ 6 ^'^n7CT5 bo cfAll, ^^^| 




5UC DA b]i|AcrtA fo Ift 5fteAt)tJi ^^^1 




ir be|TntO liori) 30 h-r|i6i5f f]^ ^^ ^bl^W, ^^| 




Vf 5^ i53^*bAnt le 'DjA ijA jieADij. ^^H 


^^^^V T^Ab ^^ 


417 lo|tj. The whistle or song of the blackbird. ^^^H 


^^^^B > bi^eAc Att fnu^i a Crt^u' tn rA<? Btreajn. Aqtiatic sports formed another ^^| 


^^^^H of the Fenmn amiiseiDents, and perhaps Qiain himself was the Tza^k ^H 


^^^H WftUoD of hia day. Rowing boata (regatUis?) was another custom ^| 


^^^V to wUicli they were much addicted; for at page 49, Vol. I. of the ^| 


^^^l Society'! 


Transacthns, in a poem of six stanzas copied from the Book of ^H 


^^^H Leinster, 


a mauuscript of the twelfth century, now deposited in Trinity ^H 


^^^H College Library, wc ^nd. the following passage ;^ ^^^M 
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P. Well am I i^ware, [in his head, 

Where he is [dtarettfhed] on a flag-stone and a twist 
Scourges assailing him with poison. 
And no taightf cl&iid eomiag to his aid, 

0. Not sweet to me [is] thy voice without cheer, 
Tho' thou art clever at thy verses ; 
I hear not the blackbiid's song, 
A trout in the rivulet, or a boar in the glen. 

P. Be not deceived by the counsel of the flesh, 
They shall be glad to dwell with thee ; 
The happiness of the great be on the few. 
As they are not blessed here or there. 

0. Were Scolb Sgeine with me. 

Or the wise Oscur of battles fierce ; 

We should not be without flesh this night, 

At the command of the bells of the seven tolls. 

P. Oisin, as thy understanding is gone, 
Accept these tidings with joy ; 
I verily believe thou wilt forsake the Fians, 
And that thou wilt walk with the God of heaven. 

" ^t^peceob cAtibAc poctiuc, 
pi^nApt) bA fiUt honjifKo^ ; 
tio i9AfibA^b cojtc I e^^iU CA]t>^ 

Masic, boating, rewarding, 

The prey most difficult I chose ; 

1 would kill a boar in the hard wood, 
< I would rob a rengeftil bird* of its ^ggs. 

* This bird is supposed to bo the eftgle. 
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O. jf ioi)50A l]on) ho coii)|t^6 b|Ap, 

A cl6]fi]5 bo cu^]tbAi5 5AC bAll; 

A 11^6 30 b-c]t6|3^|oo K^|D At) 'pbiADU, 

p. <&^ b-f A]c^e^fA Ti)uii5C]]t 436, 

-^5 rtt]8e 30 3l6Af CA curt) ^leA6 ; 

ir r^ii^rps^ ^l^r ^^^ 3^^ ro3» 

D^ A3 n)U]t)Z]^ Vh]VV 31^ tDOfi A njeAf. 

jf r^^itfi 30 njoft rs^AifA Atjoir, 

5l6]|te &1I aY cujt loijA ceAi)i) ; 

3IAC Al) AjCfllSe CO] ft ADOff, 

bfe^p leo||i3oiOTt) Abuf a'i* p^ CA]ll caU. 

O. 4Do cAill rt)6 rtjo c]aII Abuf , 

aY V] bA itjeAf A l]Ort) 1)^ X]t) ; 
bo CA]lleAf 'pioiji) Ai) ^13, 
't T)A T^IT^ ^]li>e bo b] ^|aI, 

p. ac^ lF]ot)r) A> A!) pl)]ADD Aijoir, 

30 bub|t5oAC Aji l]c T)A b-p]Ai) ; 
3Aibfe le ti)AC <D& 'i)A t)-a]r, 
a'i* V] be]6 bA03Al 0]tc be^c 3At) c]aU. 

O. Nt cfie]b|rt? f^ip bo Jlajt Aijoif, 

A cl6]|i]3 i)A Ti)-bACAl 3-CAn) ; 

30 TD-biAb 'ptopo Af AI) 'pbiApo ^r^isj 

rtjttOA b-|:u]3b]f |*ttlc a be^c ai)o. 

p. 3Uc Ap A|C|ti5e c5]ti ADOif, 

ful A 3-cu]|t^|6eA|t X]OX Ab c]ooo; 

36^11 bo ^h]^f ^'r l^^T^ V]^V ^o^^i 
C|A ACO Afqg t)6 Art)U]C cA 'pioiji)* 
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0. I marvel at thy daring talk, 

cleric who hast visited every land ; 
To say that I would forsake the Fians, 

An open-hearted hospitable people, who were not 
niggardly. 

P. Didst thou see the people of God 
Seated attired at feasts ; 
More plenteous have they of each good cheer, 
Than the people of Fionn, tho' great their consi- 
deration. 

Better are my tidings now, 
Glory bright and strive to attain to it, 
Keceive true repentance now. 
Make atonement here and don't lose heaven. 

0. I have lost my reason here. 

And what I esteemed more than that ; 

1 have lost Fionn the noble, 

And the fine men, who were generous. 

P. Fionn and the Fenians now are [lying] 
Sorrowful on the flag-stone of pains ; 
Take thou [follow] the son of God in their stead. 
And there is no danger of thy being without sense. 

0. I believe not thy talk now, 

cleric of the crooked staffs ; 

That Fionn and the Fenians should be within. 

Unless they found pleasure in beiQg there. 

P. Receive jiist repentance now, 

Before the sunomons shall be sent to thee ; 
Believe in God, and thou shalt know 
Whether Fionn is in [hell] or out of it. 
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O. 4D^ n)-b]A6 p|Oi)!) A5A1IJ aV n)^c ai) to|i)/ 

bfAj* T)^|i bftttib 6 jleS t)A Upo ; 
bAfiD&epio bo cliAjt Ajur A 5-clo|5, 
If 43U|t)i} bo be]6eA6 At) bAlU 

p. N] b]A6 f^i) coi8ce a|i bujt 5-cu|t, 

]f |:ei^]i|t At) locc AC& ai;i) ; 
IDAC ]t]S 1)6111)6 8^b|ieAf DA l)-u]lc, 
ir '^^f* -^ ^1<>P -^1^ 6tt]i)e 6aU. 

O. 12^Vf bAll Ac^ iDU]i)q|i 436, 

A f 3U]tAb ]Ab i)A bAill If ApijfA le|f ; 
If cofii)Ail i)AC 5-cu||tFeA8 ai) 'pblAi)!), 
30 coAC PA b-p|Ai) bei f 5|t|0f . 

p. C^l^l^CeACC ope A f 6A1)0||t, 

C^T)Af 1)A b|l|AC|tA bu|l6 ; 
bob' f 6^|l|l 4D|A |t6 b-AOl) ttA1|t, 
1)A 'plAWA 6||t6AI)0 U|l6. 

O. 21 Pb^C|tA|C 1)A bACA|le CA|ll)6, 

bo be I ft ojttt) |!|teA5]tA6 bAijA ; 
bo b|Ab bo bACAl pA b|tttf5A|t, 
b^ ii)*b|A6 OfCttjt bo lAcA||t. 

4D4X iD-be|6eA$ ii)o n)AC OfCtt|t Asuf 4)ia, 
lAib A|i U|Tt) A|i Cbooc 1)A b-pb|At)t) ;* 
bA b-|:A|C|:|i)i)f6 ii)0 ii)AC A|i lA|t, 
b6A|i|:A|i)p 5a|i |!6A|i U|b||t 4)|A. 

C|Oi)0Uf bob' ^fe|b||t l6 4)|A, 

i)4i A cl|A|t A be]fc 1)1 bttf |:6^|t|t ; 
V^ V]Ot)t) ^U)t, Kl5 T)A b-'PiAW, 
btt|i)e |?|aI bo b| sad c^|id? 

1 VI)ac ai) lofQ, the name of Fionn Mac Camhaill*s spear. 
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0. Were Fionn and Mac an Loin with me, 

Two who never wiiWr^w from the fightof the spears; 
Despite thy clerics and their b^, 
'Tie we that would hold the plaoe^ 

P. That would never come to your turn, 
A better tribe dwells there ; 
The Son of the King of heaven, who expels evil, 
Great is his love for a blind man. 

0. If the people of God are blind, 

And that the blind are they whom he loves best ; 
'Tis likely, he would not send the Fenians, 
To the house of pain to be exterminated. 

P. Misery attend thee, old man. 

Who speakest the words of madness ; 
God is better for one hour. 
Than all the Flans of Eire. 

0. Patrick of the crooked crozier, 

Who makes me that impertinent answer; 
Thy crozier would be in atoms. 
Were Oscur present. 

Were my son Oscur and God 

Hand to hand on Cnoc-na-bh-Fiann, 

If I saw my son down, 

I would say that God was a strong man. 

How could it be that God, 
Or his clerico could be better m^ ; 
Than Fionn the chief king of the Fenians, 
A g^erous man without a bl^ziish ? 

« Cijoc i)A b-1S|Aiji7, i.e., the hill of the Fenians. Probably Cnoe-an^ir, 
in the county of Kerry, is the hill referred to. 
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O. 3^C A l)-AbA|t CU a'i* Ap cl]Att, 

bo |t§||t TtlAgUc 11^5 ijA jieADO ; 
bo b] f itb A b-'piADpAjb ^pblDD, 
a'i* c^ib A b-fUiceAf t)§ 30 ceAT)i). 

D^ tD-bei6eA6 i^^c aijij f]ot d^ f uAf, 
bob' ^e^]t|i ij^ irUiceAf 436 ; 
If AW bo |iaca6 y^]ot)r), 
a'i* a fiA^b Ai3e bo'p lph^}t)r)> 

21 be]|t cufA T)AC b-cfeib it^aI, 

50 VlfiteAW 1?-^ b-piAW 30 bfi^t; 
t)) |iA]b Aop i^eAC Y-^t) y>-V^]VVf 
i)AC |iAib ^]aI AfDeAf3 c^]C. 

4)^ b-f Aicfe^r^, A cl6ifii3 c^i6, 

At) pblAW l^ Aji AV b-cyt^is^ iib ceAf ; 
1)5 A N^r tA]3eAW^ T)A f itoc^T) r^]rt), 
A|t A1) b-p^it)!) bA Tb6|t bo TbeAf. 

a Pb^c|iA]c i:iA|:ttAi3 bo 43blA, 

Ai) cu]fi)|T) le]f Ai) 'pbiAoo bo be]c be5 ; 
1)0 A b-i:ACAi8 f 6 fo]|i pa f ]A|l, 
fin bob' ^e^nii i)A ^Ab a iJ3le5? 

115 A b-|:ACA]6 ffe 't)A 6tt|cce ir^^p, 
316 a|ib fe 5f Alt 3-C10TO; 
A 1)31 aU, a 3-C03A8, 1)5 A peAjtt, 
ireAii bo bi coii)-ii)Aic le Piopp. 

1 Citl^i5> strand. This must refer to the hattle of Ventrj C^onn 
Traigh) fought in the third century of the Christian era, between Daire 
Bonn, Monarch of the World, and the Fianna Eireann, now in pre- 
paration for the Society, from a manuscript of the fourteenth century. 
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O. All that thou and thy clerics tell, 

According to the laws of heaven's king ; [Fionn, 
These [qualities] were possessed by the Fians of 
And they are now powerful in God's kingdom. 

Were there a place, above or below. 
Better than heaven ; 
'Tis there Fionn would go, 
And all he had of the Fenians. 

Thou sayest that a hospitable man 
Never goes to hell of pain ; 
There was not one among the Fenians, 
That was not hospitable amongst all. 

Hadst thou seen, chaste cleric. 
The Fenians one day on yon southern strand ; 
Or at Naas of Leinster of the gentle streams, 
Then the Fenians thou wouldst greatly have es- 
teemed. 

Patrick, enquire of God, 

Whether he recollects when the Fenians were alive; 

Or hath he seen east or west. 

Men their equal, in the time of fight. 

Or, hath he seen in his own country, 
Tho' high it be above our heads ; 
In conflict, in battle, or in might, 
A man who was equal to Fionn. 

3 t^Ar lA]5eAi7, now Naas, in tho countj of Eildare, a noted place 
in Fenian history. 

4 
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p* Oirnfir Mor; l^om bo ^loit, 

Alt [If r huiijo c.^ m&lt> t^T**^^ 

bD ri7^ftbA]5 4tt SbM^B D^ tt7-Bat) T^totji?.* 

0. ^o f5A0|leATt?Ati AOD Tf?ile cu, 

bob' fe^iifi luc A'f bo t| s^s^Ttj ; 
bo ciifc bi\ f 1^6 le 5^6 cii 6 job, 
A f At? offte^b leif Ai> b-l^^iTjt) uile. 

Ob*^ COflJ b^AJ Aft SbljAb LuACflA,* 

6^ co|p Tt?6rt 4 m-Be^|ittiM at} ScaiIj* 

b& COjD A fhjAltCAtl At> Bort?A|]l/ 

A'f 6I1 COjl? At) AbAlO Bb^TJDA.* 

Ob A C0\i} A3 CA|Ti5ti? t?A 3-cloc,a 
A'f 6a eo(o Ajt Loc Jt>fe U] CbuitJU;^ 

A'f 8a COjT) Affl Sblj'Ab IJA tfJ-BAT> b-pb^T)!?, 

21 Pl>^c|tA[c, A 5-cuaIa& zu At) c-feAl3^ 

A Tbtc CaIphujut? ua pf Alrt; f^ii) j 
Tt)A|i bo |t]5ijeA6 Ee J^^onn ti)A Aoi>A|t, 
aY 5Afj A01J peAc Ai)0 b'pb?^T?OA]b P^fl ? 

I SliAb UA it)-t>Atj Fto^ij, fkJm rU-s^B, jt mountaiQi ij-* i^j-bv^tj, of the wo- 
men, and ^pmj, Mr-haired; literally, the oiouataia of t!is fair-Jiaired 
women, now Sliabh-na'fmii in tlio coanty of Tipperarj, which is situated 
within four miles of the town of CloBmel, and two of Carrick-on-Suir* 
For tlis legend of these fair-haired women, see an interesting paper oa 
the Feni-.m Triidiiiooa of Siliibh aa m-Ban, in the Transaetions of Ihe 
Kiiken 11 J Archaeological Societj, for 185 L 

3 Sl^ti ItiAcftA, now Stiabh Luachar, in the counties of Cork ^nd Kerry, 

i tJeAti^T?* *9 SCiijt^ Gap of ScaL See note, p, 4, 

* HortjAf^* now the Eower, an exteosi^'e diatriot in the county of JUL 
kcnny, separated by tbc river Barrow from the town of New Roes. 

* tJADtjA, the river Batin, in the county of Weiiford, eelebrated by 
George Ogk in the beautiful song ;^ 
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P. Oisin, sweet to me is thy voice, 

And a blessing fiipthermore, on the soul of Fionn ; 

Relate to ns how many deer 

Were slain at Sliabh-na-m-Ban Fionn. 

0. We loosened one thousand hounds, 
The swiftest, and the most fierce ; 
There fell by each hound two stags, 
And as many more, by all the Fenians. 

Twelve hounds at Sliabh Luachra, 

And two large hounds at Bearma-an-Scail, 
Two hounds on the west of the Rower, 
And two hounds at the river Bann. 

Two hounds at Carrigeen of the rocks. 
And two hounds, at the lake of Inchiquin ; 
Two hounds at Formaoil of the Fians, 
And two houncfe at SUabh-na-m-Ban-Fionn. 

Patrick, hast thou heard of the chase, 
son of Oalphruin of the tuneful psalms ; 
How it was made by Fionn alone. 
And no one with him of the Fians of Fail ? 

• CAttistij ijA 5-cloc, Carrigten of the rocks. This is the name of a 
townland, on the Walsh mountains, in the countj of Kilkenny ; hut whe- 
ther it is the Carrigeen alluded to in the text we cannot determine. 

' loc lijfe tit Cbttintj, the lake of Inchiquin, literally, the lough of 
the Island of O'Quin. This romantic lake is situated in the parish of Eil- 
naboy, barony of Inchiquin, county of Clare, and is about two miles 
and a-half in circumference. It is hounded on its western side, by a range 
of rugged but richly wooded hills. It is from this lake, that the barony 
takes its name ; and the chief or head of the O'Briens, the Marquis of 
Thomond, took his more ancient title of Earl of Inchiquin. For a very 
interesting account of the oonnection of the O'Quin family, with this 
locali^, see the Irish Penny Journal, No. 16, Dublin Journal, &c. Vol. 
n., pp. 136, 152. 

* foYiiQAoil QA h'T)Ar)x). This Formaoil is situated between Miltown 
and Ennis, in the county of Clare. 
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p. N] cuaU8; a n)\c Aij K|g, 

A]c|i]f bAii) aY ija cat) 35, 

Cfoijbuf bo |i]3i)eA6 l]b At) c-feAl3 ? 

O. Ml CAt)AII)AOiri)e At) pblAt)!) 36, 

aV b]ifeA3 l^vv V]o\i r^nyUi t^iati) ; 
le tniiit)!) a't le i)eA|ic aji lati), 
bo ci3iD^r fUt) Af 3AC 3I1A6. 

NlO|i f u]8 cl§]|teAc A 3-C1II, 
3]6 b]i)i) Ijb A CAt)A]b pf aIii) ; 
bob' fea]t|i focAl ija Ai) pbfAOi?* 
fin i)a]t loc A i)31]a6 3A]tb. 

N]0|i fui6 cl^]|teAC A S-qll, 
A Pbac|iA]c CAO]tb ]T bfW 3l6|i ; 
bob' f 6]le t)a 1^101)1) f fe]i), 
f eAft ijAC CAol bo b|ioi)i)A8 o]i. 

t)a n)A]|t|!eA8 ii)AC 2t)d|ti)A tDeAjt, 
1)6 5oW caIida 1)^11 CAft ffeAb ; 
1)6 ii)Ac Ut C)btt|bt)e i)A iD-bAi), 
Ai) Iaoc bo cuf|teA6 cac Aft c&Ab. 

<Da ii)Ai]if eA8 'FeA]t3uf f jle f |aI, 

f eAfl A 3-CA1)CA bo |lOt)A A|t Al) b-'p^fl)!? ; 

1)6 Oa]|ie bo fe]i)i)eA8 3AI) locc, 
A i)3uc bo clo3 1)] b|A6 ido tT^lf- 

<t)a ll)Al|tKeA8 IDAC 3^TtltA]6 1)A lAt)t), 

AD i?eA|t D^jt 3ADI) A3 cu|t Ai) a||t ; 
Of cu|t 1)6 ii)Ac Roi)a]i) 3|i]t)t)> 
bo C|i6i)ai) fAi) 3-C1II i)]0|i f a|ii). 
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P. I have not heard, son of the king, 
wise Oisin of the fierce deeds ; 
Kelate to me and tell no untruth, 
How the chase was made by ye ? 

0* We [the Fenians] never used to tell untruth. 
Falsehood was never attributed to us ; 
By truth and the might of our hands, 
We came safe out of every conflict. 

^ There never sat a cleric in a church, 

Tho' melodiously ye think they chant psalms, 
More true to his word than the Fians, 
Men who never shrunk from fierce confiicts. 

A cleric never sat in a church, 
Patrick mild of the sweet voice ; 
More hospitable than Fionn himself, 
A man who was not niggardly, in bestowing gold. 

If Mac Moma the swift were now alive. 
The mighty GoU, who loved not jewels ; 
Or, the son of O'Duibhne of the women. 
The hero who used to engage a hundred in the fight. 

If Feargus, the hospitable bard, were alive. 
He who used to bestow their songs on the Fenians ; 
Or Daire who used to sing without fault. 
In the sound of thy bells, I would take no pleasure. 

If Mac Garadh of the blades were alive, 
He who was not slow, in making slaughter ; 
Oscur or Mac Ronain the cheerful,^ 
Your droning in the church would not be pleasant. 
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0. If Aodh Beag the son of Fionn were alive, 

Or Faolan the jovial who never refused any one ; 
Or Conan Maol who was without hair — 
They left me sorrowful for a while ! 

Or the little dwarf whom Fionn had, 
Who put each man into heavy sleep ; 
More melodious to me was the sound of his fingers, 
Than all the clerics in church and laity. 

As tonight the Fenians do not live. 
Or the hospitable Fionn of the gifts ; 
The loud chanting of the psalms, [hearing. 

And the hoarse sound of the bells have deafened my 

P. Cease thy talk, pleasant old man, 

Be not henceforth talking about the Fenians ; 
For they have passed thee by like a mist, 
And will be for ever, in the fetters of pain ! 

O. Say not so, O Patrick the wise. 

For there was not on earth or in heaven of grace, 

Any hero able to gain victory. 

Over the head of our host, Fionn the noble. 

Had it not been for the injunctions imposed on Fionn, 
Which he would not break through ; 
All that is between heaven and earth. 
Would not subdue the hand of my king. 

P. It is my king, who formed the heavens. 

It is he, who gives might to the warrior ; 

It is he, that created the universe. 

It is he, that gives the blossom of the trees. 



P- If fe bo SeAlbA|5 ^^fJA 4!l*r ST^l^^tJr 

If fe feo Bent i.s.fs 4|t ipjui 

]r fe bo c|tuc4]5 50JIC A f ^fe*^, 

Acc A|i cof5Af]ic coftp^w Uoc, 

Aj\ cof t)Am cfijocj ^Y Afi cufi * cUu 

4^|t 1JOCCA6 nje^ft^e a b-cuff ^led j 
Afi im||ic ^iccfUe,^ A*f ATI fu&Tbi 
aY Ap -peiteATTj cliic A b"C^5 At) 6]l. 



I FicceAll, Cheis. This was the faTorile game of the ancient Irish 
chieftaiiiej and is frequently referred to in the earliest inanaacripts 
extant. Jn teA&^^it ua 5-CeA}ic (Book of Right a) j p. l%u the follow- 
ing account of this game» copied from Le-^5Att■ T?J^ b-Ui&ft], a raauuscript 
of the twelfth century, is given j and it will serve as a curious specimen 
of tlio language of that period ; - 

"Qa c-^]tjnj-reo ? ol eocljA|6, M| *nteAinc foo, ol t&, 3r?)B|n ftnes 
Ui|c, CiO boc ttD4cr ? ol eocb4\T& ? Do imtiitic Fl6c]ll(3 ^nicfu, ot y^, !a,rij 
Hjdfc Teenj, ol Coch-^l^j foti n^cill? 1£l irttoibA&tniij, ol 2r)tBfTi. San*, al 
eocl)A|6 117b fii54T> T 17-A corlu6, if le fij recTj aca :hj f ftcelL Slca. futjb 
ceijAe, ol Wp)p^ f]bc^{\ ijAb ^;orr<^* I) a Fin otjcUn ijAnsft: otar ^^^ offt, 
ocuf ^wftfUTjub [.I [^rA6] cj^cA IjAmbi fOT^r 1^ cUtt »^f luc lo5iijA|n, ocuf 
Ten bol5 bi FI5I ^oijo cne&UTtjAe, eettu|6 ?J)ibm It? n^^l^l l*n tin* liq^lt, 

ot W]^ii^* Ki TinTn^n-^^c 01 5]uii, oi eoch^- cp 5^11 b|Af atjij ? ol 

51} [bin. CuTfjnjA Ijmt ol Coc^KM^. Rot b^A lliarA^ ol Wpll^t ^^ c« beitcf 

'• ' What is thj name T said Eochaidh. * It is not illustrious/ replied 
the other; * Midir of Brigh Leith.' 'What brought thee hither r said 
Eocliaidh. * To play Bthcheall with thee/ replied he. ' Art tlion good 
at fitlit^lu^idl ? said Eochaidh. * Let us have the proof of it, replied 
Midin * The queen/ ssid Eochaidh, * is asleep, and the house in which 
the fithcheall is belongs to her/ * Tliere is here/ said Midir* *a no 
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P. It is he, that made the moon and the sun, 
It is, he that brings fish into a lake ; 
It is he, that fonned field and grass. 
Not like the deeds of Fionn. 



Twas not in forming fields and grass. 
That my king took delight ; 
But in mangling the bodies of heroes. 
In contesting kingdoms and spreading his fame. 

In courting, playing, and hunting. 
And unfolding his banner, in the front of the fight; 
In playing at ^chess and swimming. 
And in beholding all in the house of drinking. 



"worse fithcheaU.' This waa true, indeed : it was a board of silver and 
pure gold, and every angle was illuminated with precious stones, and a 
man-bag of woven brass, wire. Midir then arranges the fithcheaU. 
•Play,» said Midir. «I wiU not, except for a wager,' said Eochaidh, 
*What wager shall we stake?' said Midir. *I care not what,' said 
Eochaidh. * I shall have for thee,' said Midir, 'fifty dark grey steeds, 
if thou win the game.' *• 

In Hardiman's Irish Minstrelsy , Vol. II., p. 372, there is an Irish 
poem ascribed to Aldfred, king of the Northumbrian Saxons, and said 
to have been composed by him, during his exile in Ireland, A.D. 685, in 
which he describes the Ossorians, as expert hands at the game, in the 
foUowing stanza : . . 

'• Ro bbeAc 6 ATio|ij cosle, 
n cciti Aloiiji) OfttAisbe, 
!9)]olU TQjlfeAcb uaU TQO|t nVAcbc, 
fU9i7A FiotiA tT&bcblolUcbc." 

I foand from Ara to Gle, 
In the rich country of Ossory, 
Sweet firnit, strict Jurisdiction, 
Men of truth, chess playing. 
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% Pf?&ctt*ic, c*^ n^jli bo CHjfA, 
at; cAtj c^]T?ic AT? b]Af cAfi le«\]i ? 
iu5 led be4t? ]t|5 IocUi^t) ija Iotjj, 



p. 



No AIJ CAT? Cil|lJ|C Ap ^64X13 b|A1?, 

n?AC ]t|^ tocUfju UA rSlAc Tj-6||i J 
b6|b ATI bfejrTJiotjtJAib ai) fift Tb6]fi ? 

No At? CAl? ri^|T?f5 ^AjljUf ^O^f 

Aij |:eA|t bA bo|ib a i>3leo i?&|i i]Ti? ; 
]f cofTfjAjl ba n?A]iipeA6 bo n^g, 
30 3-cuibe<>cA6 le T^iAi?T?A|b pfjjur?. 

N5 Ai? CAT? ta|i?i3 T^Ailc iDAC "Cite^i^ 

AT? r^Atl Aft AT) b-'p&^T?^ bO CUlfl AT? Z-^Jl ; 

T)] Ib 4>|a bo ta}z ATj cujiaS, 
Acz le b-Ofcuji Aii^eAf 3 c^c. 

aflleADD, tt}<^c BA6n)A TijaiT*, 

le T^jllq TeATfjA^fi f?A flttA^ b-cjifeAi} ; 
Tj^ott UiTb n^j nia TtiATTi bo iqg, 
bul ba cIao|8 acc Piot?!? f^n?* 

J0TT?6a CAC, TTJAfSrl), A'f 3llA&, 

bo con?a|iA6 |ie piAOD^lb l^ajl; 

tjj cuaIa8 30 i?-beA|%ijA 6acc 

7115 UA DAOfij, T?^ 3Uti 6eA]i5 a Uitt)- 

L&|3jTT?lf b'Afi 5-conj6ficAf Afi 3A6 cAobj 
A feAi?5ffi c\i]ty ^€^ 3AT? c^^ll j 
cu|3 30 b-pujl ^)A A|i ijeAri? t?a u-o|ib, 
A5uf }-foi?Tj aY a fl6|3ce u|lc a b-p&ir?r). 
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0. Patrick, Inhere was thy God, 

When the two came across the sea ; [the ships, 
Who carried off the queen of the king of Lochlin of 
By whom many fell here in conflict. 

Or when the mighty Dearg came, 
The son of the king of Lochlin of the golden shields ; 
Why did not heaven's king protect them, 
From the blows, of the great man ? 

Or when Maghnns the great landed,. 
He who was fierce in dread conflict ; 
'Tis likely, had yonr king then lived, 
That he would have joined the Fians of Fionn. 

Or when Tailc mac Treoin arrived. 
He who on the Fians great slaughter made ; 
'Twas not by God the hero fell. 
But by Oscur in the presence of all. 

Ailleann, the son of Badhma the great, [spoiled. 

By whom Temor of the powerful hosts used to be 
There did not dare [even] if thy king lived. 
To go to conquer him but Fionn himself. 

Many a battle, victory, and contest. 
Was celebrated by the Fians of Fail ; 
I never heard that any feat was performed 
By the king of saints ; or that he reddened his hand. 

P. Let us cease our comparison on both sides. 

Withered old man, who art devoid of sense ; 
Understand that God dwells in heaven of the degrees. 
And Fionn and his hosts are all in pain. 
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A5uf <t)i* !^^1i?f t»^ ti7-b|Ab* A nj-b|iiijbj 
50 is-cfioibfeAb AT> fU|c ca]i a ceAijO- 

t<fo]i f ttUiT?5 7^iot?i) AT^ feA6 A |iAe, 
TjOAc ba be|c a b-p&|i)f) i^a a D3uA^f ; 
5ATJ ^uAf^U^ Aji le V^i^i^eAb t?6 6fi, 
le CAC 1^6 5le6, 50 iD-bei|ieA6 buA&. 

Jf m^]t Ai? ceATjij bAnj A|i bo ^h]^, 
be]c An7eAt5 a cI|A]%, tfjAji c^rrj ] 
5Ai> b|Ab, 5AI? &AbAC, 5Ai> ceol, 
3At) be|c A3 b|iot?i>A6 6f|t Aft &^irij, 

5AT) be|c coiTD^Ab poftc 0^ chat) ; 

bo c)OTji> A b-|fuA]rtAf b eAfbA6 atj b|6e, 

tDAjqiD bo it|5 ueifbe aV uacc* 

5*t? rtj^n?, 3*0 n*5*i*^^*^Ci 3AT) T^fODD, 

3AIJ f ufSeAb A Tj-ioijAb njA|i bA Sua I, 
3AT? ^03lufio cleAf luc 17^^ 3le6* 

tfe|3 cufA bo beic b^ |t|OTi}, 

A nJtC AT) K15 bA ITJAjC clu ^ 
56] II boV Cfe bo 5I)|6 3 AC TT)A|C, 

c|iOTD bo ceAtjfj A*f peAC bo i^idty. 

BiiA^l b*ucc a' J* bo] ftc bo 6ed|t, 
cji^lb bo*ij cfe c5v Of bo c|oi>tj ; 
3]6 5uft l)']0D3DA leAc a Iua8, 
jY & bo tiu5 btiA|6 A^t pbfOTjT?. 
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0» Great would be the ahame for God, 

Not to release Fionn^ from the shackles of pain ; 
For if God himself were in bonds, 
The chief would fight on his behalf. 

Fioan never suffered in his day 
Any one to be in pain or difficulty ; 
"Without redeeming him, by silTer or gold, 
By battle or fight, till he got the victory. 

It is a good claim for me on thy God 
To be among bis clerics, aa I am ; 
Without food, without clothing or music, 
Without bestowing gold on bards. 

Without the cry of the hounds or of the horns, 
Without guarding harboura or coasts ; 
For all that I have suffered for lack of food, 
I forgive heaven's king in my willi 

Without bathing, without hunting, without Fionn, 
Without courting generous women# without sport, 
Without sitting in my place, as was due, 
Without learning feats of agility or fighting. 

P, Oease recounting them, 

eon of the king whose fame was great ; 
Submit to Him who doeth all good. 
Stoop thy head and bend thy knee. 

Strike thy breast and shed thy tear, 
BeUeve in Him who la above ; 
Though thou art amazed at its being said, 
'Twaa he gained victory over Fionn, 



O- 



p. 
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bo f^A\i^A]m leb* cl^iT* * 3"<^iw; 
f)lt clo3 c]t^cA AOT> bo C|IU 

21 bub^iftc Oif^ij, n)o x^^aI cfiu^tj t 
Tj| bjtjtj Iforr) pitA^rij bo b^^lj 

Acc ^^0] 'pljiotJi) ijA b-"p|Ai)i} 5AT) b^jc bed I 

9^4^11 bo ge^lUif AjCTiff bii|T)i?, 

T^*]i bo JeAlUff \vT)]r ^Vo^Tf 
ciotjbiif bo |ij5i764t6 l]b Ap r-fe4tl5.* 

W]0]i b'iotJ5i)A 8tt]ij!> A bejc bfior^, 
A f ceAijij Aft fl6|3 hejt b'^fi i)-b1^ J 
5|8 b'^ bo iijA0]cpeA6 o|iu|t)ij jaij Ji^Ittej 
]f bu|i)i? ^ob' 4^6bA|ir bejc A5 cao] ! 



I aiij t-teAls, *Afi cAaie, Thifl poem, whicb forms part of the U^lUin, 
and generally come a in here in our Iriah manugcripta. Is priated in full 
in Mifli Brooke*ei Rdiques 0/ Irish Poetry ^ p. 412, Dub. 1816, with a me- 
trical traoslatioa at p. ftl, to which we refer the reader. The Ber, 
Pr. Drummond has also made a highly poetic tranaktion of it, which 
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0. Patrick, were I without sense, 

I would take off the heads of thy clerics ; 
There would not be a book or crozier bright, 
Or matin bell left in thy church. 

Oisin said, sorrowfiil is my tale ! 
The sound of thy lips is not sweet to me ; 
I will cry my fill, but not for God, 
But for Fionn and the Fians not being alive ! 



P. As thou hast promised, relate to 

Forsake, shun, hatred and anger — 

As thou hast promised, relate to us i>ow. 

How the chase was made by you. 

O. No wonder we should be soiTOwful, 

Whilst bereft of the head of our host; 

Whoeyer may boast over us that we are not joyful, 

'Twas we that had cause to weep ! 

is published in his Ancient Irish Minstrelsy* The legend which gave rise 
to the Poem of th^ Chase, is frequently alluded to in Irish Manuicripts, 
and is interwoyen with the romance, entitled •' f eir Cfse Choinx^rt CbliJO 
Sbl^lBe, which formed the Second Volume of our Transactions, The 
scene is laid at Sliabh GuUUnn, in the countj of Armagh. 



C2tri) cDNOjc nn ajH, 



A5 imittc Aft cleAf^tjb lucj 
C]o6 c|t^cc btifDU AiijU|& ^1^, 

ir CA5AI 1|0I1>, A pbllJD DA b-pijI4VlJU, 

ijAC f A&A AD |t|Au 5U|i &a|l|5 h]h* 

CftfeAb fo ADOir* tJ<' T^^i^ lF\omt 

le A b-ciii5C6A|i leAE A|t 5-c4]f bob|t6(tj| 
aY DAC b-ptl|l UOC pAOj AD DSlt^lD^ 
DAC l>-pu]l f AD b-plj^iDD tftAfATD le5i 

1 C^TCfoi^ ll^Si throwing or caiU'nff stones, Thifl singular CTiatom was 
carried on to & ^reat extent in the early part of the present century ; 
fiudt it is traditionally said that the t^AUafij (>? pillar- stones, found ia 
Tarious parts of Ireland, were tlie **ctoeA tje^t^c/' of the FenlanSi an4 
that Flonn Mac CumhalU himself made no great boast of casting ooe of 
these huge rocki from the hill of Almhuin (Allen), where his palace 
stood^ aerosi to thia liill of Howth^ a distance of about twenty mileSi 
In"GACtiTi4i Ti?ic tjA tTJi-conjAittle," or The Adventurer of an KUadmsed 
Son, by CarroU O'Daly, better known on account of his rhyming pro- 
pensities, aa^ 

" Ce^ lib All bui&e tjA n-ibttliij. 

Swarthy Carroll the rhymer, 
Who would play a ditty on tlie harp* 
the ctiifcom is thus referred to ;— 

" Ut tjA &-r®*n *^MAiTt cATAs 1^6 r^ij c-ri?Ab, 

Stl't I& t)A b-pGAfi bo CAjt^ijij II05 Tii^Atl Hb," 
On tba day that the men were mastered, I met them on the hill. 
On the day that the men were mustered I'd cast a stone as well a« any 
of them. 



THE BATTLE OF ONOC AN AIR. 



O. We were all, the Fians and Fionn, 
Assembled on this hill to the west ; 
Practising feats of agility, 
And we so mirthful casting stones. 

Not long were we so, 
When the Druid of Tara, wisely said ; 
I greatly fear, Fionn of the Fians ! 
That the time is not far when thou shalt regret. 

What means this, saith Fionn, 
That thou foretel our cause of grief; 
There is not a hero under the sun. 
Who among the Fians cannot find his match. 

Carroll O'Dalj was the most celebrated wit of his daj, as well as the 
most eccentric character. He was the first harper of his time, and author 
of that beautifal and soiil-stirring song «< Ciblfi) a Kuii)»" or, Ellen, the 
secret of my hearty which he composed for the daughter of Eayanagh, 
the history of which is so well known, that there is no necessity for 
repeating it here. 

• t>ttAO| CeAtijftAc, the Druid of Tara, According to our ancient an- 
nalists, Tigearnmas, monarch of Ireland, of the race of Heremon, was 
the first who introduced the worship of idols into Ireland, about nine 
centuries before the Christian era ; and it is stated, that while wor- 
shipping the Crom Cruach, the chief deity of the Irish Druids, along 
with a yast assemblage of his sabjects at Magh Sleacht in Brelfne, on 
the feast of Samhuin, one of their Deities (the day dedicated to whose 
rites was the same as the last day of October), he himself, with three- 
fourths of his people, were struck dead by lightning, as a punishment 
from heaven for his introduction of idolatry into the kingdom. See 
Connellan's Four Masters, p. 75, note. For a learned Dissertation on 
Druidism in Ireland, see 0*Conor»s Rerum Hibernicarum Scriptorea 
Veteres, Tom. I., Prole ff. Pars, 1., pp. xx— xxxir. 
6 
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O. C|ie]b uA]ii)fe, -^ pbltJtj, t)A 3-c|tuA8 Uw, 
50 b-t?u]l At) c6]|t A t>30i|ieAcc bAO]b; 

A5 b^s^tt 6ubAc cAO^b A|t CAO]b. 

• 

<t)'^6AC pjOl)!) 6f A C]01)1) f UAf , 

A'f bo cot>A]]tc cuA|i ^roU 50 c|i6ai); 

If eA5Al liori), bo ]i:2iti8 At> fAOf, 

30 b-c]ocf A16 ^tt-3UA]f A]t At) b-pb6it)t). 

43o 30]]t pfoijt) ctt]3e Orcu]t, 

A^f bubAjllC, A CU|tA]6 pA lAtJt) 36A]t, 

If cu]be 6u]c A he]t A3 cao], 
f 6ac Aji fl3tilb Ai) Ae6||i. 

21 MS V^ b-pbl^i)!)^ bo |i^]6 OfCttft, 
t)^ 3IAC bp63 t>a At)bf Aijo c|t|b ; 
AC^ t)eA]tC A'f IttC Ab s^ASA^b, 
aV Cfi0!t)-f IuaJ C|i6At) tteb' CAO]b. 

43o cA]ceAfi)A|i u]le ai) )^t^t>t), 

fCAlAb A3 3Tl]1)t)-ATi)A]tC 1)A ijeulj 

bo b| b|teAfi) A3UIW fO]lbi]t, f ubAc. 
A'f b^eAti) e]le bubAC i)A i)3t)§. 

\ 4)o UbAiit Cot)^i)^ bo 3UC ^]tb, 

A3Uf If ^ bo |t^]& 30 bo|tb cft6At^ ; 
1)1 b-f u^l peAC b'A]t AC]tA]3 bAC, 

Abbui?!) f§ll) ACC feA]l f AOI). 

1 tl^AU y:oU, clouds of blood. The Irish still look upon any changes 
in the clouds as portentous of some forthcoming event ; and here» Fionn 
foresaw the destruction which awaited the Fenians at Cnoc-an-air. 

2 Cot}'jsr) was the most noisy person in the Fenian ranks, though, at 
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0. Believe me, Fionn of the tempered blades, 
That the foe is nigh at hand ; 
Behold those clouds of blood, 
Threatening gloomily side by side. 

Pionn gazed above his head, 
And he beheld a mighty omen of blood. 
I greatly fear, saith the sage, 
That a ruin of slaughter will come upon the Fians* 

Fionn called Oscur to him, 
And said, hero of the sharp blade, 
*Tis likely that thou shalt be mourning ; 
Behold the portents in the heavens. 

O king of the Fenians, saith Oscur> 
Be not startled, or depressed by them ; 
There is might and strength in thy arms, 
And a mighty host at thy side. 

We, the Fenians, 9II spent. 
Some time keenly beholding the clouds ; 
Some of us were merry and gladsome, 
And others with gloomy countenances. 

Conan spoke with a loud voice, 
Exclaiming haughtily and proudly ; 
There is no one whose colour cbangedi 
I confess, but a coward. 

the same time» the most contemptible. For an account of his enchant- 
ment in the Bruighin Chaorthainn, and what he suffered there, we would 
refer the reader to t^at curious tract, which will hereafter form one of 
the Society^s publications. 
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O. 21 pbltJt) n)]c Curi)<V|ll, bo ]t^]6 ai) flDfiAOf, 
qoT)6l bo bu|8eAij Ab' 6^]l, 
a'i* ]to]i)t)ceATi lAb leAC Alt leAc, 
30 i)-b6|ij]b pA]|ie A]t ceAcc bo'i) ij^rbAib ? 

4)o fe]i)i) piofji) AT? <t)6fib pbl^W^ 
A> b pfteA3A]|t r]Ab ]f)A 1)3^1]! ; 
3Ac*peA]t ti)^ luA^c A3 ceAcc, 

e]b||t flAfC, CltjAC, A'f C^]1). 

2l]ci)e6cAb AT)0]f, A]t piot)!) 30 i^iott, 

3AC tjeAc bAii) bu]6eA^ leV b'lOtJtJfA ti)^ ; 
aY t^5f 3AC i^eAc b:^ b-|ru]l bott) ^uac, 
fi)^ cu]]t]b fUAf A be|c bott)' it^jti. 

O. 21 Ofcuifi, bo |i^]6 lp]or)r) A]t b-cuf, 
5f cu ufifA^ aY luc, 1)A b-'piAijT) ; 
AX) b-FA]it|r]6 cu 30 l4v ]t6 c^c, 
ceAcc bo'p t)eifi)A]b ca ctt3A]i)i) A3 c|1]aII. 

)^i^Kn^i3i"? ^i^c Auo]f, A pb]w, 

Ai) bul cutt) fUA]o bob' ^]\ leAc; 
ijioji rijAife 6uic, A'f bA njl-clu, 
Tt)^'f eA3Al ICAc i)^ifi)be ceAcc. 

N] le b-At)bpAt)ij ]to]Tb 1^1") c^c, 
bo ]tAC|:A]t)i) C|t:^c curl) f uA]p ; 
Acc 3U]t p|Of bujc 3U|t 3D^c liott), 

CAlfb6A1)A& b'f^3All A]t 5AC 3UA|f. 

t1] 8iiilc6]2J Tt)|fe |JA]|ie ]te c^c, 

l)]'l Tt)6tt-f3ac 'v'A A1)b|!Alf)t) 0|l!t); 

3|6eA6 ]r eA3Al l]on), A pblDt), 

3u|t beA3 bob' bu]8eAT) ijac eA3Al leo. 

1 UttfA, a pillar, a prop or support^ the frame on which a door hangs, 
Oscur was coDsidered the stoutest and most valiant of the Fenians ; hence 
Fionn designates him as above ; but we question whether he bore the 
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0. Fionn, son of Cumhall, saith the Druid, 
Call thy forces in thy presence ; 
And divide them into two separate bodies. 
That they may watch the approach of the foe. 

Fionn sounded the Dord Fhiann, 
And they answered by a shout ; 
Each man vieing to be first, 
Noble, chief, and host. 

I shall now truly discern, saith Fionn, 
Such of my followers as are attached to me ; 
And also such as do me hate. 
If they refuse being led by me. 

Oscur, saith Fionn at first. 

As thou art the prop and strength of the Fians, 
Wilt thou with others watch this night [us. 

The approach of the enemy who are making towards 

1 ask of thee now, Fionn, 

If it be thy wish to take repose ; 

It would not become thee, but bring ill fame, 

If thou fear that foes may come. 

'Tis not through dread of any man's hand, 
That I would awhile go to rest ; 
But thou knowest I am accustomed. 
To have visions of every danger. 

I shall not refuse keeping watch with the rest. 
There's neither fear nor terror on me ; 
Though I greatly fear, Fionn, 
That the most of thy followers are in dread. 

palm in heroism from GoU mac Moma ; or even his father the poet Oisin. 
He was killed by Cairbre Lifeachair at the Battle of Gabhra. Vide 
Transactions, Vol. I., p. 50. 
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A 5-cAt i)A 3-co|iij-eAf5Att da b-tfian:j-fluA5; 
Acc 5a n?-b|A6 Ofcufi ttui; n)o cttoi&ej^ 
^Sri^Ari) i?6ii?' *^iAf5 U cgacc biwUi, 

21 5b^iU gaWa t?a 3-cttuA6 Udd, 

Af? CUTDAljp 1<3AC K]5 f;A b-'PfAt)!;; 

Ai) b"pAi)p4|6 cu A b"f*oc^]it ctstf 

6 Z^ OfCll|t T)A D^UAf Alt)' ^Sx]ly 
a'i* "O^AftmLMb C|l6&A T)A b-TPjATJfJ, 

b^|6 rt?tf^ ti?A|t |Ab 50 l^i 

t^4v|i)ic }^Aollti?^ bo Ia6a|]i pl?|i}tJi 
Vf *50 lAbAjji 50 |:jocrt)Att, Hitb ; 
A*r bub A| TIC, A 7tf5 i>A b-)^|A!?t3, 
ty] mon Itod tfuic bo f «4o 50 U. 

I Kiltj iijo GT^op^e, ^Ac secret o/ mtf heart ; or, m^ h^arf^ treasure. Thii 
is still acomtnon phrase in IreUitd, but applied oulj as a term of affection* 

» KaoUu, or O'Faolain, now angliciaed Pkehfi or ITftc^a^i. There were 
mavy distingiiiflbed persons of this name in ancient times who gave 
names to territories, tribes, aad fRmilies in Ireland ; euch as ibe Ui 
faolain of Leinater, a name rather promioent in tlie county of Kilkenny 
at tlie present day. Dr. O'Donovan vrites of them f Vide leAbAfi rjA 
5-CeAT^c, Book of Rights, pp. 2C^— 6),— ** This was the name of a tribe 
and territory containing about the northern Imlf of the present ct>unty 
of KildttTc. It comprised the bRFonies of " Claue'* and "Salt," and 
the greater part* if not the entire, of those of " Ikeatby,** and ** Oughter- 
anny," The town of Nas (Nao^), and the cburcbea of Ckeuadh (Clsne), 
Laithreiich Brain (Laraglibrine, near Haynooth), Domhnach Mor 
Muighe Lnadhat (Donaghmore), Cluain Conaire (Cloaeurry) ; and 
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0. Fionn calls Diarmuid Donn, 

And he asketh calmly of the sage ; 

Wilt thou watch with Oscur, 

If thou art more attached to me than the rest. 

I never yet flinched, Fionn, 
In battle or conflict of mighty hosts, 
So that Oscur the treasure of my heart, 
Were before or behind me in time of victory. 

valiant Goll of the well-tempered swords, 
Dost thou love the king of the Fians ; 
Wilt thou remain with them. 

Ye are the three who gained sway in fierce conflict. 

1 dread not the hardiest hand. 

As Oscur of the feats is with me ; 
And valiant Diarmuid of the Fians, 
I will be with them this night. 

Faolan came into the presence of Fionn, 
And exclaimed fiercely and loudly ; 
Saying, Fenian king, 
We grudge thee not thy repose this night. 

Fiodh ChuiUinn (Feighcullen), were in it. After the establishment of 
surnames, [which happened in the reign of bfij-Aij \)o^o]n)e Brian 
Boroimhe, or Bora, as the name is often for brevity's sake incorrectly 
written] the chiefs of this territory took that of Mac Faolain, and soon 
after, that of O'^rain (^Anglice O'Byrne) ; but they were driven from 
this level and fertile country, about the year 1 202, by Meyler Fitz-Henry 
and his followers, when they retired into the mountains of Wicklow, 
where they acquired new settlements for themselves ; and in the reigns 
of Henry VIII. and Elizabeth, they were possessed of more than the 
southern half of the county of Wicklow." And at p. 222, note b (irfeiw), 
he says that, *< Magh Laighean was another name for the territory of 
the Vi Faolain, O'Faolain was the chief of a tribe, named Veise, de- 
ficended from Fiacha Suighdhe, the elder brother of Conn of the Hun- 
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h-f]Am, 



fAt) A 5-cuAf A|b bub^ Le]C'lv||ib ; 

cttTD f5ATi^^ "?^'r ceACc bo*i> tJamAjb. 

21)&V bul b4iD f&iTj, A T^blTjOi bo'i> u.*|rf;, 
A3 ^A|fie A|i bu^nic, ijo Alt 6atj; 
ATT) AotjATi 5AIJ cujle bo\j "pbeftJUj 
50 ij50|tjceA]i Tijfe c|ien>* l&it? 

M] cu]1>e 6u]Zj A Cboi>ii|fj rtjAOjl, 
b|uIcA& ^]Vn, bo ]t^|6 Ti?AC Ltt5A|6p 
Ar4v DA PIS or CTOTO ija b-]^|Aiji;, 
A 5-C0Tt?llAC^ Af A m-blA8^ 'f A 1?-6|lt 

2^1^ c^ PlouD UA Ti|3 6f c]or)t) 0* 
A lijic tu5A]6^ bo ]i^i8 CoD^tj ; 
i?| cofTbii|l 5UT1 cttite bArtj^ 
bul Art? Aai>A|t 30 b-uAtttj teAc-ltiiib,* 

Tifl fAT) b-p|Aij!:j ttfle, Ap nj^c iu3Ac, 

|«eA|t c6ii?-n7-b]i)ij bob' cl6-3tic 4v|ib, 
Af clofupib AtJ pblAo u|le bo 3l5|t, 
njlt'f ceAcc bo'tj cd|n a t?3A|i bo'i> 2l^b. 

|^5v bi feAfbA l|on; ba Iua8, 
A tbic tu3^i6 i)A TTjio 5^*5 ; 

b')^1)10t»15 iM b^>^iJ 'Fb&fTJtJ T?1 flACAb ATJf?, 
cujpim fiiAf bo le njo |tAe. 

dj^d 13attlea» who -were expeHed from Peece or Deise Ts^mhrach^ in the 
county of Meath, hy their relative Cormac, the grandBoti of Conn of 
the ilundred Battles, ahuut, A.D. 254, when thej settled in the county 
of Waterford ahout half a century back." One of their descendants, the 
Kev. John WhelftD, P,P, of ModeUgo, who died in the yesr 1819, was m 
fine a specimen of the old Irish race a* ooe could wish to Bee. 
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0. Conan the bald, saith Fionn, [Ard ; 

Eemain thou in the dark recesses of the cave of Leath- 
As it is thou who can shout most loudly, 
To warn us of the approach of the enemy. 

If to the cave I shall go, Fionn, 
To watch for troubles, or for hosts 
Alone, without more of the Fians, 
May I be pierced through the middle. 

Ill it becometh thee, Conan the bald, 
To refiise Fionn, saith Mac Lughaidh ; 
Who is king over the Fians, 
In battle, in food, and in gold. 

Although Fionn be king over the Fians, 
son of Lughaidh, saith Conan ; 
'Tis not likely that I must go 
Alone to the cave of Leath-Ard. 

There's not among all the Fenians, saith Mac Lughach, 
One who can shout so loudly as thou ; 
And all the Fenians shall hear thy voice. 
If the foe comes near the Ard. 

Speak no more of this to me, 

son of Lughaidh of the smooth limbs ; 
For Fionn or the Fians I shall not go there — 

1 refuse it during my life. 

1 UA)ib leAc Sittb, the cave of Lealh Ard ; or» Lahard, Mr. Daniel 
Sheehan, of Ardagh, Newcastle West, county of Limerick, who has been 
often on the top of Enockanar, near Ballybunion, says, that there is a cave 
there, and a spot which to this day is called Lahard ; which circumstance 
alone is sufficient to identify Ci)oc-ai7-;2v]^ as the scene of the battle. 
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too ja|6 Ofcuji, Af t'^l*^ *^ *^^T^* 

Sob BeA3 cjiaSA n?AC pbjtjo, 

Af tujlle TtjAY stjAOj leAC to'p4t5A|L 

BeiTi leAc "peAtiATj* a f BftAij IttAc, 

Bo5-l§|rt) aY 21]|ieAe CljluAif, 
a't imqj 5At) 5|mAim/ a Cbou^ji)* 

*J>o glttA]f Cotjau Alt cofijAittle Ofcuitit 

b']0tjl}f Al5 f ^ bOltAt t)A b-llATT|A ; 

UA cofij A^ttf ^06 BeA5 TijAC ^hv>^h^ 

bo leAt?AbA]t A1? C^jlJ CttAJIlto, 
1>0 CtlAl& "FlO^U A09 f |0 CUT!) fWA]!?, 

Af T?1 ciAt? bo b] A f UA]Ti)tjeAf Ai)0 ; 

Ai) rATj bo fAnjlutSsAb &a qijb, 

?lo8 BeAj ftjAC 'pfj|i)p A heji jat) ceAi?T^ 

1>o CAit"bfeAijA6 too n)^^ aotj |i|f tt^J^ 
50 |iAib 5oU C]i66a a Uirb 5ll*&f 
le 3A(f5i&eAc i*iO|t'6AccAc, cAlnjAj 
b'A|i VAfijin) 'CajIc ti)ac ^jteo\Tj* 

4>0 lijUf 5A1I Af A COblA 30 p^tAp, 

Af bo 50||t cLifse bftAot t)A b-Tf^fAuo; 
to*a|i bA cori?-A]UTii? too f I0|i, 

4)flA6f GAUbAtJ,^ t?0 peAfI f A|C-G1aU, 

» foAitAi?, SseBUTf, UttAHi &c. These were the naraet of Bome of the 
FeniaiL hounds ; and tti^i), ttIjicIi was Fiona 's fayorito onej was known 
toy the following marics j — 

" CofA baiiki Bf ^n tJhnATj, 
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0. Go there, Conan the bald> 

Saith Oscur, and there will be with thee ; 
Aodh Be&g the valiant son of Konn, 
And more if thou require. 

Take with thee iPeatan, and Bfan the swift, 
Sgeolan, iSiaim, and Mearagan, 
Bog-Leim and Aireach Chluais, 
And depart without sullenness, Conan. 

Conan went by the advice of Oscur, 
And made towards the door of the cave ; 
The hounds and Aodh Beag, son of Fionn, 
Followed in the track of the host. 

Fionn, then, retired to rest. 
And not long was he there in repose ; 
When he saw in his sleep. 
That Aodh Beag, the son of Fionn, was beheaded. 

He likewise saw. 
That GoU the valiant was engaged in battle. 
With a mighty powerful champion. 
Whose name was Tailc Mac Treoin. 

He awoke suddenly from his sleep. 
And called to him the druid of the Fians, 
Whose synonyms always were 
The Druid of art, or man of prescience. 

YeUow legs had Bran* 

Both her sides black, and her bell/ white ; 

A speckled back over her loins. 

And two crimson ears, very red. 

• 2lo6 l)eA5 rt)Ac f bliJi)^ Little Aodh the son of Fionn. This 2lo6 was 
the youngest son of Fionn. He was called " be^s" {smail) from his di- 
minutiye stature. 

< t)tuo] oAUbAi;, i.e., the Druid of art, or one skilled in magic or sor- 
cery. In '* The Banquet of Dun na n-Gedh/* &c., published by the Irish 
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bo ]i&|6 TP|a0t?, 41^ b-|!4ic-c|*U f|i> 

^ pbltn?, ir t^ojAl, bo |iai6 Ai> t>ttAa| ; 
5|6eA& tjl 3a|i?feAti At) b|f ^a rjslejc, 
Soil CAln>A; c^66Aj i>Jt 2lo6- 

AIJ CAT? bo CUAlATDAfl UAlll-ga^ll, 

bo fefijrj F|aT?i> Aij <|Dottb T^f?f ^UU, 
aY bVrteA5Aj|i b^AT7-ir5A|]tc Cboua]t). 

fl>o 5luA]f Cotj^ij i)A cpSAtr Tilt/ 

Af IjA CO jT) ATI IAT7 lilt T)A ^fAfj; 

b'f Ai? 2to6 BeA5 at* bTtuAC t?A b-UAtfjA, 
5tiTi cloToeAb leTT* t^tt^T"? V^ T5l^^* 

AjcUiEological Society, p. 46, note 6, the following curious recipe is pTcn 
for tranaforining a poet into a dmiti : — 

" TMb i& the way it ia to be done; the poet chews a piece of the flesh 
of a red pig, or of a dog or cat;, and he brings it aJfber wards oo a flag 
behind tlie door, and chauDta an mcantatioD upon it, aud offers it to idol 
goda ; and his idol god a are brought to him, but be fin da them not on 
the morrow. And he pronounces incantations on hi a two palms ; and 
his idol gods are alao brought to him, in order that hij sleep may not be 
interrupted ; and he I ay a hi a two palms on his two cheeks, and thua falls 
aaleep ; and he is watched in order that no one may disturb or interrupt 
him, until cTery*thing about which he is engaged is revealed to him^ 
which may he o minute, or two, or three, or as long aa the ceremony 
require! ; et ides Imhas discitur, Le,, one palm over the other acrosa his 
cheeksi** But it is said (Idem) that ** St, Patriclt abolished it» and the 
Teinm Loeghdha, and declared that whoever should practise them would 
enjoy neither heaven nor earth, because it was renouncing baptism." 

I cn^jtij T^I^i ft^i/Jf running, Jleetness of foot. The Fenians were re- 
markable for nimblenesB of foot ; and one of the qualifications necessiury 
for entering the seririce was that " the candidate should be a nimble 
runner ; and that in his flight before a chosen body of the Fenians, he 
should be able not only to outrun them, but eren to defend himseLf intact 
again at their assaults/' Even in modern times the Irish are remarkable 



7? 

0. He reTealeth to the Druid the entire secrets^ 
Which he saw in each vision of these ; 
Fionn saith, the meaning of those 
Tell ua now without delay. 

Slaughter awaits the FenianSj 
O Fionn, 1 fear, saith the Druid ; 
Yet the twain wiU not be wounded in the conflict, 
Goll the noble and valiant, nor Aodh. 

Not long were we thus, 

When we heard a loud shout ; 
Fionn Bounded the Dord Fhiann, 
And the fierce yeU of Conan replied. 

Conan ran with all his naightj 
And the hounds in full speed after him ; 
Aodh Beag remained on the brink of the cave, 
'Till he heard the clash of the ehields. 

for mmbieness of foot ; for in a yery learEed paper oa tJhe physical elm- 
ractedstics of the ancient Irish, by Dr. O'Donovan, pubU&hed m tlie 
twenty-third munber of the Ulster Journal of Art^hmalogy^ we And the 
foUowiDg aUuftiona to the agility of the Irieh q^uotedfrom a French author 
who visited Irelaad in Dermod Mac Murrough'a reign, and who was eye- 
witne^ to the fact i — * * They as^Ailed us often both in Tan ant! reajr, 
casting their darts with stich might, aa no habergeon, or coat of mail, 
were of fluffidcnt proof to resiat their force ; their darta piercing them 
through both sides. Our foragers, that strayed from their fellows, were 
often murdeTcd [killed] by the Irish 5 for they were nimble aud swift of 
footi that, like unto stags, they ran over mountains and valleys, whereby 
we TcceiTed great annoyance and damage/' 

And again, quoting Froissart : — " But I she we you by cause ye should 
koowe the truth, Ireland Is one of the yvele countries of tho world to 
make warre upon^ or to brixig under subjection, for it is closed fltrongely 
and wydely with high forests and great waters, and mareshes, and places 
[un] in haby table ; it ia hajrd to cntre to do them of the eountrey ame 
^anjftge , * ^or a man of armes beyng never so wen horsed, and 
ran n» fa&t as he can, the Yrisshemeu wyll ryu afote as fastc as he, and 
oTerlake hym, yea, and leap up upon his horse behynde him, aud drawe 
him from his liorse," 



fill bo T*^[t?r^ 1**5 CoTjiii? ffjAol j 
C|iSa& 40 K^tj bo |ta|& Ofcattj 

4)0 b] 2I0& A TJ-bO|lUf 0* b-W4tt?*, 

At> cATj bo sluAfr ftJire Aft Uc;^ 

t>tO|t Alt)A|lCAf 5 fO|U CA|t m*A|f, 

Vf i?1ofi 6'§ Slob b4 fijeAf A l|oiu. 
Cfi6Ab ejle bo &Aici>]b, Ajt Ofcuft, 

A Cb01)&11) l^OfbA, Tt)AO]l, JA!) c6jU; 

c]A Aca J^]om 1JA b-)^iAi>t>, i?o ft7|fe, 
•00 c|A At> peAp ojle hot) 'pb&lTru- 

rt)o bA|ci>ib A u-ATi? SAG bfe|nj ; 
316' 3uit |otjTbu]i) lionj bu|i 115 A] Cj 

4>o gluAtf Ofcu|t bo luc C|t§Ai7j 

50 T4^1t)T3 r^ bO]lUf TJA b-WA]Tlj; 

bo T^uAjfi ?lo6 BeA5 113 AC "pbliJi? F^ll> 

5AI? AT>bpAl>t), 3AU 6A5, 541) buA||lC. 

CjtfeAb At? |:^c 2to6 BbiS '^l*^ Thj^Vf 

Aft OfCttjl, i:U]lieAC A TJ-b|A|5 At) f||l t1)A0|l? 

aV D^ioAjb cAob leAC t)a n\t 

A U|i7b, 13^11 cu|5 5U|i beA5 b^Ao^f. 

C^A bl At) c5t]t A b-f05af bAThj 

aV TTife An)U|3 6 c4bA||i i>A b-'p|At)ij ; 

1)1^ 11)0 ri)IfT)^AC tllATt) ir>p|t clAOi6eA6, 

1 Catn-i ptfJ-ittif ; one enemy in pursuit of the other, 

» tuc, nimbkness of agUity. This and the tiro following lUnzas show 
how indiffererit Conaa was ahout the diiBcultiea the Feniaufl had to 
encounter ; 10 that he himself waa able to make good his ground hj a 
■peedy retreati realiging the old Imh proverb— 
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0. Fionn sounded the Dord again, 
Before Gonan the bald amyed ; 
What means this, saith Oocxix, 
The pursuers are coning, where is Aodh ? 

Aodh was at the entrance of the cave, 
When I left in haste ; 
I have not looked behind since, 
'Twas not Aodh that troubled me. 

What else thy trouble, saith Oscur, 

Conan, lazy, bald, and devoid of sense ; 
Whether is it Fionn of ttie Fians, or I, 

Or what other man among the Fians ? 

It is not Fionn, thou, nor any of the Fenians, 
Concerns me at the time of each blow ; 
Though I rejoice in the welfare of you all, 

1 care for no one but myself. 

Oscur ran with mighty speed. 
Till he reached the entrance of the cave ; 
He found Aodh Beag, the son of Fionn the generous, 
Alive without terror, without trouble. 

Why is it, Aodh Beag, son of Fionn, 
Saith O^cur, [thou] remainest after the bald man. 
And the foe nigh thee in full speed, 
child, who perceivedst not thy tender age. 

Though the enemy were nigh me. 
And I beyond any aid from the Fians ; 
My intellect or heart faltered not. 
Nor was my courage ever subdued. 



Or, 



A good nm is better than a t>ad stand. 

He who fights and runs away. 
Will life to fight another day. 





^^^^^* ^^^^^^^H 


^^^^^^o. 


^a ru|fif6 ! Ttjo cyieAc ! mo cdm^^ I ^^^^^^^^^H 




A Pij^cfiA^c, If uiijaI bo ^bl'^ ; ^^^^^H 




&a tT7AfttfeA5 ^o6 Be45 ah?' Safl, ^^^| 




bA 6oTlt5 bo gU^T!?^ 17A 5-cl|A|t 1 ^^^H 


^^^E 


aicfiir 6u|i)o, * Oirii? mc T^bioi?^ ^^| 




Cft|0C CACA Chv^]G At) a||t ; ^^^1 




T}] TTjA||teAt)i> 2I06 BeA5 Ab b^flj ^^^H 




aY fjA euiTt A 5-c^r 5'>1<^"j i)^ 3'<^M^T** ^^H 


^^^H 


Ct^OC A1> ^It^^ At} CT70C fO nA]lt ^^^| 




aY 30 U AD bjt^CA b|A]a b'A. 54^1 T^n) ; ^^^H 




A Pb&c^Alc t>^ 117-bACAl nr^-b^t7f ^^^1 




1}] 5AD F^^ t^ii5^b Af? c-Afr^n?* ^^^| 


^^^1 


T^A 3IAC cAOTt), A OiriP F^|l| ^^H 




A5 rfl?AOll30A& A^ T^bFl^^ T»^ b-'Fl41)U j ^^H 




3AC Alt &A5 Af A b-f U]i bod; ^^^1 




T}e}n}V]^ }^^ u|le Acb C)f a* ^^^H 


^^^B 


Mjoti TJe|Ti?T>i& )=|ODT) T)A b-'FtATJO^ ^^1 




A'f Wloit TJeirijiJl^ 1>|A|irt)a|b 04)u|bt)6; ^^^^ 




t)\Q^ ve]mm^ Otcun DA Iadd, ^^H 




Dit D^AC bo'u h-y^t}^, Acc Coi>aD 5t*|i?iJ' ^^^1 


^^H 


t>a b|ii5 5u^ D6ltDt?i6^ FiOT)i>, ^^1 




4>^Aiin?u|b <Dot)D Vr Ofcujt ^f^; ^^H 




aY ad )^b]^DD lljl*^ TDA|t |Ab| ^^^H 




Dl iD^||t|b nj^^fi ^b|^ D^ D5t*^r- ^^^| 


^^^^^^1 


3t?tlri>-, n shout t howl, hud tulh^ or ^hmrmr, ^^| 


^^^^^^B 


Cdc>c Atj i^TTH (A« ^i7/ 0/ ihvghter or deatTUction, Any one Tiaifcing ^H 


^^^^^H BoHybiinioa in the couDtjr of Kerr/, noted for ita c^ves, conJd not belter ^H 


^^^^^H enjoj themaelTcs than by paying a visit to tbia cdebiutGd luUi which ^H 


^^^^^^1 liei quite dose to it. The remaining portion of the poem^ but K»mevrhat ^H 
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0. My grief, iny ruin, my sadness, 

Patrick, who art obedient to God ; 
Had Aodh Beag himself lived with me, 
It would be ill for the clerics' clamour. 

P. Eelate to us, Oisin, son of Fionn, 

The conclusion of the battle of Cnoc-an-air ; 
Aodh Beag doth not live with thee, 
And question not the clerics* deeds. 

0. Cnoc-an-air is this hill to the west. 

And till the day of judgment 'twill be so called ; 

Patrick of the croziers bright I 

Not without cause did it get the name. 

P. Do not become faint, Oisin, the generous, 
Reflecting on Fionn and the Fians ; 
All that departed and those who live, 
Were as nothing compared to God. 

0. Fionn of the Fians was [more than] nothing, 
And so was Diarmuid Duibhnc ; 
Oscur of the spears was [more than] nothing. 
And all the Fians, save Conan, the gay. 

P. Because that Fionn was nothing, 

Diarmuid Donn and Oscur the noble ; 
And all the Fenians likewise. 
They live not like the God of grace. 

different from our yersion, will be found in The Transactions of the 
Gaelic Society, Dub. 1808, p. 199. 

* tleitijijib, nothing. Here St Patrick shows that the Fenian heroea 
were insignificant beings when compared to the majesty of God. 
6 
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O. % Ph^t^x\Cj Tf) A ir A? rutin v^ b-Ff^Wj 
bo b| Ai) veAn ffij <t)|^ Ai^u; 

p. tJo bi 'l>|i^ At)i) A 0-A|n?r]yt DA b'PiATjy, 

ij| lMoijAt;u f Ai) 'pbi^ijij, A boccaii) P 

O. 21 Plj5tc|tA]C, iij&'f flo|t bo ts^Al, 
Ai> i;-feA5 5a b-ifll4l|l AT? 'FblAiJD ; 
1)^ cUqt?irtj ru b^ IuaS, 
5ii|i b'& |tii5 buAS 0|t]tA t)f A- 

Pp Ba TbAft AD pIjIATJD A*r ^ l?50lOn?, 

^y^\i a6jia8 leo atj c-aoi? ^Dja ub, 
AT)oir ^e^U bujtjrj Aft CbtKJC-Aij-ATit. 

O. <Do c]1|aII atjtj f lib a|i -Aij b-'p&ii^Tj, 
Ofcuji A*f 2lo6 BeA3 tja b'Ajl ; 
boV lotjrijiiit}© 1)1)1) veACZ tjA bjf-e, 
t)St b4^ b-q56A6 ]t\^ i}A OSftaf. 

tj'^]Ap|1Al& lp]Ot)t) b'OfClifl &|5» 

Atj b^fACAfS tZkjrf 13A ij5|tob Iaoc^ 
A biibAijic 0|*cu}i 30 b-fACA]& ]Ab, 

A'f 50 ]lA|b A 1)-]AftACC A|t A1? 6-T^^(tJ1)- 

» a c«Aij(j, A IS A^a^fi Tbie phrase k very com man in Oesiatiic poetrjr ; 

nud the pagan QMa, raustTiaye been sorely irritated hy the mild aod coa- 

Tincing arguments of the Saint, when he gave vent to ench blaBphetnoua 

eipreeeions* In Mr. 0*Gradj*s copy of t!ie poom the etaoza runs thus ; — . 

** u p\ll^c^A]c iji A rAc>5Ai ijA l>-tiv\i!jij, 

If rUT5ce bo DbfA f * bei^ A171) j 
IT teeAftb b*a ii?-bT^6 ^a tVT*^! 
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0. Patrick, *twas not in the time of the Pians, 
That that man God lived ; 
Certain if he were east or west, 
The Fians would have stricken off his head. 

P. God was in the time of the Fians, 
Always was and will be for ever, 
He lives and will live to the end. 
Not so with the Fians, poor creature ! 

0. Patrick, if thy tale be true, 
That the Fians are all dead ; 
Let me not hear thee boast, 
That it was Qoi that overcame them. 

P. The Fians and their deeds were good, 
Pleasant Oisin, but in this alone. 
They adored not the one true God, 
Now proceed with [the tale of] Cnoc-an-air. 

0. There marched towards the Fians 

Oscur and Aodh Beag in his company ; 

More delightful to us was the coming of the two, 

Than had the King of Grace approached, 

Fionn inquired of Oscur the noble. 
Had he seen a host of heroes brave ; 
Oscur said that he had seen them, 
And that they were in search of the Fians. 

O Patrick, if it were in the time of the Feniaos, 
That thy God had been liying ; 
Verily, if he were in their way, 
He would not lord it over them. 

* \)occ!!^tf, a pauper, a beggar, a miser, (fc. 

* CA|i7, Bignifies a multitude, a host, an array, or any other muster 
or assemblage. 
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O, "bo c4^ite^n}A\\ m^V- fit) 30 lSti 

A PI)&C|1A1C, rt)0 f3&Al CllUAg! 

Ojofi B-pAbA 5u|i cftudi6 Ai> ch]m 1 ^ 

P, jDir HJAIt If* cuiriiiT) leAC, 

A m|c C«Ti>Aill, clt|^» A13 5I65 ; 
AfC|t|f aY njo beAijT^ACCi ofir, 
f 5^aI |?|Ofi, aV i>^ <^^^} 3^ ? 

bfi&A5 le6 i;io|% f ATfjlA6 |tf atti ; 
Acc le |?Jitff?J? A^f ijeAfic A|t X^nft 
qs ii?AOif fUo Af 5AC 5lfA&- 

'D^^ltl^tOtHAlt 50 1130c An) AC, 

"Pl^itorjA eiiieAUO i?A D-eAC* f sat); ; 

AJI AD 3-Ct)0C f O IjOD AT) C-flttA5, 

Dfoft b*|oo3i?<t &5]b C€ACU 30 ceADT). 



* C$T«^, vhich genemlly fiignifles a itep, U uaed hera to ihow the difi. 
ficulty that awaited the Feaians, 

<Ci^f5j^jne, report* 

* 5l|A&j battht siri/ef conletitien, 

* Gac, a s;«eJ» The earliest recoM we have of the FenianB hnving- 
lioraea is iu ?l5AtVi?^ti> 17 a SeAijoffitg, or Dialogue of ihe Sages ; where 16 
is saidp that at a cliase at bamv b-Cpm, (the Uill of tjnvpth), a chieftaio, 
named 2lncut\ nt)Ae bcjtjije "bm^c, son of the Itmg of Brltam [England], 

took away by stealth tliree hounds belonging to the Feniaos, namely 

Bfftti, Sgeolan, and An-uaill ; and made for the mountaio of Lodan 
Mac Lir» where he made chase on hii arrival* As soon as the Feoians 
ttJiEsed the hounds, the following ehief tains were despatched after the 
fog! tire, vi^., Diarmuid Duibhnej GoU Mac Moraa, Caol &om 
EamhniD (Emanla)^ 0$cnr the sou of Oisin, Feardubhain the son of 
Bogha-dearg, Euighue of tlie broad oyes^ son of Fiona i Cainehe, son 
of Fionn ; Glaa tlie son of Aonchearda Bearra, and Mac Lughaidh* 
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0. Thus we remained till dawn, 

And none dared to approach us ; 

Patrick, my woful tale ! 

'Twas not long till our case grew perilous ! 

P. Relate, as thou rememberest, 

son of Cumhall, an account of the fight ; 
Relate, and my blessing be on thee, 
A true tale, and tell no lie. 

0. We, the Fenians, never told a lie. 

Falsehood to them was never known ; 
But by truth and the might of our arms. 
We came unhurt from each conflict. 

We went forth early. 

The Fians of Eire, of the slender steeds ; 
Upon this hill the host mustered. 
No wonder for them to come in force. 



Thej landed at Inbhear Geiniath, in Britain ; and proceeded to the 
mountain of Lodan Mac Lir ; where they were not long when they 
heard the cry of the hounds, and they surrounded Artuir, and slew 
himself and all his retinue, and rescued their three favorite hounds. 
Goll Mac Moma, more cunning than the rest, cast a side-look, and be- 
held a magnanimous steed with reins of gold ; and saw another with a 
silver bit chased with gold in its mouth ; Goll captured both animals, 
and handed them over to Oscur, who gave them in charge to Diarmuid 
O Buibhne. They then returned to Ireland ; and never halted until they 
reached old Moynealty, where Fionn was staying at the time ; and de- 
livered the two horses to him ; one of which was a stallion, and the 
other a mare, which gave eight births, and eight foals at each birth ; and 
until then the Fenians had no horses, and .these foals were distributed 
amongst the most distinguished in rank of the Fenian chieftains. Ii\ 
. some copies it is said that Artuir'a life was saved by Oisiii. 
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0. BeATi bob' ^\lm V^'u St*T^*^i 

b^pbiooD ii)AC CuiijA]Uj iT)f jti) 6ufc, 
bo heAmmi I^PE^V) ^t> briuic 6e||i5. 

If bpjye If on) f im|iii bo slofii, 
't?I^ a b-^ujl ]i© ceol 50 bei^jtb ? 

M|Aitj-T)UA6-cjto£AC,3 }f & Tr}\)tj)n), 

bo 0Air5 Tr>e |te I^a^Ic n?AC "Cji^itj* 

O. C^t&Ab bo be||i b£v fe^c^AS cu, 
ijii b&]tj |iutj o]m Ai>0|f ; 
A|i bo co^njii^c 5a l^ AT) b|iac, 
5*\bAin) bo lafrb cAfi A c|iO|f ? 

Hj 3^1) t^&c bo cu^Af ffUAtj 
bAc ATj 5UA]l bo bi A|t A 51)61 ; 

6'A cluAf J ]A[tbAU, A'f CeAt)1) CAjC, 
tCV A|t A1J b-feA|l T)AG Tt)A]C f5&|ft?, 

1)0 f lubUf AT} bOlT)AT)> fO CJl], 

aY V]o\i f^sbAf ATjy |ij3 t)Jv |:U]c; 

TjocAii fit^^^r *^^c nbre, a pb|T)ij, 

aY i)]oji 56*11 Z]X]At ttj'atjacajI Alft. 

<I>|oi)f Ab cii A iDJjaT} 5]5, 

bo tt^jb ^t)Ac Curr)A|U, i)&]i clAqb' TtiAtb ; 
DO €U|Cf 16 u|le A]t bo f s^c, 

1}A ffiACC 5-CAC Aca V^l? b-pI^IAt;)!). 

1 IcTTiSi ^ piaitt^ a pathway, or p/oce of meeting. Bco also note 10, p. 18, 

% Wj*niJ ijW*6-qior:AC» i.e , the rmj a/ the newest fi^rm. Thia JheIj is sup- 

poAed to b^ the daughter of Guradh the ion of Dolor Dein, or the Fierce ; 
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0. A woman more beauteous than the sun, 

The Fians beheld approaching on the plain ; 

Fionn Mac Cumhaill, I tell thee, 

Was saluted by the queen of the red mantle. 

Who art thou, queen, saith Fionn, 
Of the gentlest mien and loveliest form ; 
Truly more sweet to me is thy voice, 
Than all the strains of music. 

Niamh-nuadh-chrothach, is my name, 

Daughter of Garraidh, the son of Dolar Dein ; 
The chief king of Greece, my curse upon him ! 
Bound me to Tailc Mac Treoin. 

Why is it that thou shunnest him, 
Do not conceal the fact from me now : 
As thy protector till judgment's day, 
I take thy hand against his will. 

Not without cause did I hate him. 
Black as the coal was his skin ; 
Two ears, a tail, and the head of a cat. 
Are upon the man of repulsive countenance. 

I walked [travelled] the world thrice. 
And did not leave a king or lord, • 
That I did not implore, but thou, Fionn, 
And a chief never promised me protection from him. 

I will protect thee, youthful daughter, 

Saith Mac Cumhaill, who was never conquered ; 
Or all shall fall for thy sake, 
The seven battalions of the Fians. 

king of Greece, who forced her to marry Tailc Mac Treoin, against her 
wiU, and the tale recorded here is the result of that unhappy union. 
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O. 4)a|i bo U]n)-f] pfefi), A 7=1)11^1), 

]f beAfib l|i)i), 50 ij-be^|iDA]r b|i6A5 ; 
AX A!) c6 o*|i ce]c ii)e ttA]8 a b-pAb, 
30 b-cu^ceAt)i) le^f cac A'f c^Ab. 

9Xr) |:eA|i ti)0|i a be]|i]Ti) l|b, 

If 6 b*^li5 ii)e le pAbA b-p6|i)t) ; 
rul Aji r)Ar3A6 iD]re lc]r, 

M^ bfeAi) ion)A|iba6 Af A 3A]f5e, 

A fO]lc CA]f Aji 6 AC At? 6j|i ; 

6]|i Tj] b-pu]! Iaoc f ao] Aij t)3|ife|D, 
ijAC b-pASAb f At? b-'p^it)!) f eA|t A clo. 

Jf 3e^li|t 30 b-FACAti)A|i A3 ceAcc, 

At) CAOlfeAC 'CaiIc bA C]tUAl8 Iaiji), 

T)iO|t uTi)lA]3, A r 1)10]% beAi)DA^3 b'pl)ioof), 

ACC lA|l|tAf CAC CA|l CeAlJI) A tt)l)^. 

Cu||tti)]b be]c 3-c§Ab t>A &^]l, 
bob* ^e^|i|i Vaxx) a t)-A]rDf||i sled; 
buitje b^ob t)iO|i pjU ca|i Aif, 
3 At) cuiciti) |te 'Ca]Ic tt)Ac 'Citeo]!) ! 

Do ctti]teArt)A|i Ai)t), aY bA c6||t a tt)A0i8eATi) 
3At) Att)|iAf, CAO^lce ti)AC K6i)^]i); 
beic 3.c6Ab fSl^c 30|itt) 3Uf, 
30t)A |:eA|iA|b C|i68a b*^e^|i]i. 

<De]c s-^c^Ab cAOi|*eAc, ijao] 3-c6Ab Iaoc, 
bo bi cAob A|i cAob b'A|i tt)uii)ci]t y^hyr) ; 
aY a Pb^c|iA]c, At) C|ie]b|ti) c|tuA]8, 
f ]P A|t c0AfCA]8 UAltji) be't) bi-'p6]pp. 
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0. By thine own hand, Konn, 

It is certain thou hast told a lie ; 

For by him from whom I have fled afar, 

Fall a battalion and a hundred. 

The great man of whom I speak to you, 
Is he who has left me long in pain ; 
Before I was bound [wedded] to him, 
He ravaged Greece twice. 

Do not contend about bis valour, 
curling locks of the color of gold ; 
For there lives not a hero under the sun. 
Who will not find among the Fians a man his match. 

Soon we saw coming towards us, 

The chieftain Tailc of the hard spear ; 
He did not salute or pay homage to Fionn, 
But demanded battle on account of his wife. 

We sent ten hundred to meet him, 
Strong of hand in time of war ; 
None of them ever returned. 
All fell by Tailc Mac Treoin! 

We sent there, and of it we should boast 
Without doubt, Caoilte Mac Ronain, 
Ten hundred shields blue and green, 
With the mightiest and best men. 

Ten hundred chieftains, nine hundred heroes. 
Were side by side of our own people ; 
And, Patrick, of the strict faith, 
All these we lacked of the Fians. 
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O, j^f^n^r Ofcufi ce4& ATI lph\ot)ih 

5^6 &0|l5 lion? fe bo luA6f 
bul bo com^tAC AT) ^fft ii76fT(, 

4>o 3feAb4i|i ceAb UAfrr), Aft 'piat???, 
5l6 eA54l Ifon? bo cu]q«j cftjb j 

cii|rT)fj]& bo 50|l^ Af bo ^vjm* 

3lttA]feAf Of cult, 4IJ feAT* lt|S, 
Aft A lAfm i7!0|* cu|fteA6 bfefn)^ 
Ap Iaoc caItda bob' ^e^|t|t Uinj, 
50 |i4i?iJic f& "CaiIc njAc "Cji^iu. 

CAbA]|t A5A|6 bAITJf A l^^flj, 

A "Cb^llc li)|C T^jllil^, Alt OfCUfl A]t; j 

5|ft bAfut^^Abf A 6]oc bo cgadOj 

A tj-bfo^Al at; bfieAiT) fo jo^t) bo U^tij. 

4>A|i bo U|TiTfe> Ofcuiii i^]5p 

5I& bujBeAC 6]oz bltfib* aY beAi^; 

blA6 cCi A^AllJf A T^OCC 5AU CeATJI), 

A f b|A]6 Aij T^eAjt, 'pfoot), 30 leAft). 

I bftT*^i ^f^^^ ^^ r^^^* The Irieh bards were always read^ to chauDt 
the ileedi of their patrons is the most glowing langunge imagmable ; but 
huA tliey not b&en patronised they were equally ready to satiriao and 
decry thctn. In Tlte Triims and Customs 0/ //^-rndny, published by the 
Imh Arch geological Society at p. 104, ^g flod under date A, D, 1351, 
that •* William Boy O'Kellj, who was celebrated by the Iriah bards as a 
prince of unbounded munifieence, invited all the proftissors of art in 
Ireland to bis house, and entcrtaliiGd them during the Christmas holidays/* 
A»d in the enme year, " William Mac Donnough Moyueagb O'Kellyi in- 
Tiled all the Irish poet«, hrehous, bardcs^ harpers, gameatera, or com- 
iDon kearrogha, jesters, and othere of their kind in Ireland, to hisbouso 
upon Chriatmai, wJiere every one of them wa» well uied during the 
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0. Oecur asketh leaye of rioim. 
Though I regret to tell it. 
To go to fight the great man. 
When he beheld the loss of ti^e host. 

Thou shalt get permission from me, saith Fionn, 
Though I dread thy fall by it; 
Arise I and take my blessing with thee. 
Remember thy valour and thy deeds. 

Oscur, the noble, 
On whose hand there never was a stain ; 
The mighty hero of the valiant arm. 
Went forth till he reached Tailc Mac Trein. 

Encounter me, Tailc Mac Trein, 
Saith Oscur of the noble deeds ; 
For I shall take off thy head, 
In revenge for those who were wounded by thy hand. 

By thy hand, noble Oscur, 
Though thankful to you are bard and maid ; 
I shall have thee headless this night, 
And the man Fionn shall be mournful. 

holidays, and gave contentment to each of them during their departure ; 
80 that every one was weU pleased, and extolled William for his bounty ; 
one of which assembly composed certain verses in commendation of 
William and his house, of which the following is the first line : — 
*'|:]l]& CtieAiji) 50 Ij-Aojij-ce-Ac." 
The bards of Erin to one house.'* 

For an account of the Irish bards, we would refer the reader to O'Reilly's 
" Chronological Account of Four Uundred Irish Writers,** " The Tribes 
of Ireland," by Dr. O'Donovan, Walker's •« Memoirs," Hardiman's 
«* Irish Minstrelsy," and the Introduction to the •* Tain Bo Chuailgne^^* 
which wiU form a future volume of the Society's Tran$aciioni, 
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O. 2l|t feAS CU13 i>-o]6ce a'x cujj U, 

3AI) bjAb, 5At) beoc, A|t b^c f uaii), 
5U|i ctt]c Ca^Ic |ie buA6 itjo vo\c. 

4)0 COSbATDAjl, At) T^t AW, Of ^|tb, 

cAit 6]f,Ai? C0Ti)]iAic 5A]|ib, slfe^c ; 

5^]]i cAOjijce c|ie'|i cA]lleATt)A|t hox) y^\)^r)X), 

A'f 6A 3^]|t Ti)A0]8ce c|t6 §A5 "Cb^llc. 

<Da|i bo lA]Tt)fe, A CbA]lc ^]3, 

318 t)AC bu|8eAC b]oc b^|ib ij^ beAi) ; 

Ca CU A3ATl)f A 3AI) CeAlJl), 

A ]• v\ biA]8 A!) peAji 7^]0iji), leAii). 

11]ATt)-pttA8-C|tOCAC, Tl)6|t A1) fS^Al, 
At) CA1) C01)A]|IC TljfeAb Al) ^1]t ; 

sUcAf i)^]ite At) 3fiiiA8 8eA|i3, 

A*f Ctt^CeAf TlJAjlb A 11)6 Af 3 C^IC. 

]f 6 \xt)b bo cu]|i A|i c^c, 

Ajl Al) 5-Cl)0C ]*0 b'6]f At) 3l|A]8, 
bo bA|fC At) y^\^VV Cl)0C-A1)-ei]|l. 
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0. For five nights and five days, 

Were the two, who were not feeble, in battle ; 
Without food, without drink, without sleep, 
'Till Tailc fell conquered by my son. 

We, the Fenians, raised on high, 
After the fierce and rough conflict ; 
A wailing cry for all we lost of the Fians, 
And two shouts of joy for the death of Tailc. 

By thy hand, noble Tailc, 
Though not thankful to thee are bard or maid ; 
I have thee now beheaded, 
And the man Fionn shall not be mournful, 

Niamh-nuadh-chrothach, sad the tale. 

When she beheld the extent of the slaughter ; 
Shame overcame her crimsoned face. 
And she fell lifeless among the slain. 

The death of the queen after all ills. 
Was what preyed most upon us all ; 
This hill after the conflict. 
The Fenians named Cnoc-an-air.* 

♦ The HiU of Slaughter. 



vao)W) 2^t)62iK3a)CC Ma taNN NSfeaB. 



O. Mioji b-p^^ ^vi]t)r), atijIaiS ]•]?), 
5]6 t)^|i fubAC, AO]biw, riw; 

3A]f5eA8AC &a6cac bA c|tttA]6 stJiori). 

M^o|i beA0t)A]3 r^ bo t)eAC; 

aY V]o}i unjlA^S ^'F)|Opi), 1?^ bop yh]^vt) ; 
Acc b'^iAF]iA]5 ]*6 bo 5l6|t bo|ib, 

C^ |lA^b A]l 5-COflJATt) aV A|l b-CjllAC ? 

CjA cu |jfe]D A S^irSl^lS ^15* 

All ao8A BeA3 v^l} fCAiijceAC cjioiSe ; 

x)0 c|t6Ab bo Ctt3 bo*o bul ]*o cu, 

c^ |:Ab bo cttjiAf i}UA]]t TS^T^f -^ll^ Mw ? 

M] CAbA|t^Ab bu]c f 3§aI A|t b]c, 
frDuA]t)n A leiT^ib 3uit beA3 b AO]f ; 
^]oy n)0 jtiiip t)] CAbA]tf Ab bo t)eAC; 
30 b-FA3A^6 11)6 bul b A3AUAn) 'pbjijij- 

4)o b^AjtfAb edlAi* 8uic, A|t lph]ot)t), 
^ 5^ir3l^13 ")tt1i?ce i)A Tpi'p 3feA3; 

t)] ITAbA UA|C AO ^IC A b-f ll]l, 

^T* ^V 3-cpoc A|i leA3A8 "CaiIc n)Ac 'Cjifeip. 

4)0 sluAlf ao6A Be A3 Alt IttC, 

aV ai? 3Air3®^6^^ SO ^l**c t)A ^l-^lSi 

30 tt^]i)]c lei]i3 Ai) ^iT^, 

*t)^ T*A]b A|i l^|i 'CajIc rijAC T^ji^^t). 



THE LAY OF MEARGACH OF THE SHARP SPEARS. 



0. Not long were we left thus. 

Though being not pleasant nor gladsome ; 
'Till there approached [us] from afar, 
A mighty hero of the sternest deeds. 

He did not salute any one, 
Neither did he do homage to Fionn or the Fians ; 
But he enquired in a most haughty manner, 
Where our protector and chief was. 

Who art thou thyself, valiant champion, 
Saith Aodh Beag whose heart trembled not ; 
Or what brought thee on this errand, 
How far is thy journey when thou departest from us ? 

I shall not give thee any information at all. 
Remember, child, that thou art young ; 
Knowledge of my secrets I will not give to man, 
'Till I can see Fionn and talk to him, 

I shall inform thee about Fionn, 
courteous hero of the smooth arms ; 
Not far from thee is the place where he is 
On the hill on which Tailc Mac Treoin fell. 

- Aodh Beag went in haste, 

And the champion close behind him, 
'Till he reached the field of slaughter, 
Where Taile Mac Treoin was slain. 
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O, 21t) caij bo coi>A|Ttc at? "pblAtji) Af "FfdOj 
AT? bff ub A5 ceAcc T5A T)-ba|l, 
If eA^Al lioii)^ bo ]taj8 AO *l>fi4a|, 
ijAC fAbA If AO|b|Tji> bo 2t)l>*c Can}AiU. 

91t} cu Piot)!?^ bo Tta|6 ai) |;eA|t cAlti)^^ 
rt>Vf cu, J}] cujBe bo 6eA|ib Iaoc^ 
A\r}]m bo ffeAi?^6 50 K Au bji^cA, 
tjAC cu bo f4fiA|5 "CajIc hjac "Cii^io* 

Tij bo buA6 11)0 lanjA bo 6ii|Cj 

At) fe^n T?A i?-5A]firrjceA7i t^^Allc tt)AC C[iftli) ; 

bo con)-A|ij|n} ffepj ]ijgjf Aijo^f, 

A'f bo JeAbAjfi ffof cfA leA5 ai? Iaoc. 

^^AtlSAC C|tUAl8 (JA Uljl) osUf l}5&ATt, 
roo coTi)-A[i)|rD, A 'FIjjiJD lijic CurijAill ; 
ij|o|i 6eA]t5 Ayi ti^o coiip A||tn?, 
A'f i}ioji Iua%>a6 led m^ ciit^ A|i 5-cul, 

1>o 5luAtf Of cu|t 1?^ 3u6 A9 3lo||t, 

A'f b fiAfTiAij Aij leanjAD 5Af; f^^c; 
A^i) bo buA^b bo l^ttjA aV bo lArjt;*, 
DAO u50]i?ceAti AI71) cu 50 bjiac? 

H] b-f u|l A|t caIattj ijA b-ciioTD-^ob, 
A 5-CAc i}a 5-coTt?ftAC 5A|ib 5I1A& ; 
Uoc h\ t]i^]m A i>3Pton? S*Tr3^> 
ho *>eA7i3 ^e b-*t*^ **!*"? T^I^tt?. 

Ni b^i6||t mAji fifj, Att Ofcu|t ^15, 

n^ui^A q^eACC |ie paijtc bu|c bo'ti pbf^UP^ 
^ 2t)beA|t5A|5 t?A Ut?u D3Uf t?3feA|i, 
5oiT)peAji tii Ap»j 50 ]j-A06A|b. 
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O. When the Fians and^Fionn beheld 
These two approaching them ; 
I [greatly] fear, saith the Druid, [moured. 

That Mac Cumhaill will not be long so good-hu- 

M. Art thou Fionn? saith the mighty man. 

If thou art it becometh not a great hero, 

Ever to conceal his name ; 

Art not thou [the man] that subdued Tailc mac Treoin. 

F. Tell [us] thine own name. 

And thou shalt be told clearly 

That it is not by the might of my hands fell 

The ndan whose name is Tailc mac Treoin. 

Stem Meargach of the sharp tempered green blades. 
Is my name, O Fionn Mac Cumhaill, 
Arms reddened not on my body. 
And none could boast of my retreat. 

Oscur goeth at the sound of the voice. 
And enquireth of the hero, without dread. 
Is it by the victory of thy hand and spear. 
That thou art never wounded. 

M. There is not on earth of the heavy sward, 
In battle or conflict fierce and tough, 
A hero stout in feats of valour. 
That ever reddened me by his arms. 

Thou shalt not be so, saith the^ noble Oscur, 
If thy visit to the Fians be not a friendly one, 
Meargach of the green spears, 
Thou shalt be wounded to the very heart. 
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^- 2i;^^ir3i6i3, A3-I0, irbeA]tbUoc, 

b^ n)^]b bo 65|c Af i)eA|tc 1)A b-p^ADi), 
cuicpiii A5Uf lAb |ieii)' l^rb» 

'p. ^UQA b-fa]l A5Ab ACC buAb A^jtll)^ 

36A5 ijeAjtc caIiija coiiip, a']* 3Pion) ; 
bo be]|i|TD ii)A]t 8eA|ib 6u]c njo l^ri), 
30 i)-30|T)]:eA]t cu c|ie l4v]t bo cjio^Sc. 

^. jot)|r ^wiT)t)* A ^bfc Cuii)A|ll caIiija, 
bo ]tfe||i ii)A|i 3eAllA]f bATi) A]t b-cuf ; 
qA le|f, 1)0 C]oi)i)Af bo tu]Z, 
'CaiIc c]t6At) Ai) i)e]]tc, Y^ 5^^l l^^ij, 

7^. 4)o cujc 'CajIc njAC Cjieoit) fi)5|]t, 

le buA6 i)eA|ic-l4^]ii)e Of cu|]t &13 ; 

bo cujc le 'CajIc, bo'i) pbl-^DT) ^T* b-c<if, 

l]ot) be]c 3-c6Ab b'feA|iA|b ca|8. 

£t). tlA]t rb6|i At) t)^]Tte 6u|Cfe, a fh]VVt 

b'fulA]t)3 AD ]ii3-beAi) bob' f e^|i[i c:^|l, 
bo Ctt]t cull) b^^f le||» ai) b-'piADD, 
A cu]qii) If feA3 b'y^]^r)r)4^]h f^]l. 

T. Nl Tt)]fe v^ Mv bop 'pb^lDD, 

tu3 A]ci)e Aft AD feA3 bo'p njry^o] ; 

ACC AD CAD bo CODAinC bjC AD C-fl6]3, 

AD 6A3A]b bA]f bo cuA|6 f]. 

2t)Vf COTDjtAC AC^ UA^C, A]t 'pjODD* 
A D-^lltjC CU|C1TD "Cb^llc 'f A IDD^ * 
bo 3eAbAi|i ^ 5 SufDe bo'D lFh]^VV, 
DO ]TDci3 30 fftiTD le p^inc. 
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M. champion, whose appearance is that of a true hero, 
Thy words I but little regard ; 
Though great thy hope in the strength of the Fians, 
Thou and they, by my hand, shall fall. 

F. If thou hast but the sway of thine arms, 
Mighty strength of body and action ; 
I give thee my hand in pledge, 
That thou shalt be wounded through thine heart. 

M. Relate unto me, son of mighty Oumhall, 

As thou didst promise at the commencement. 

By whom, or how did fall 

Tailc the strong and powerful and his bright love. 

F. Tailc Mac Treoin the great fell, 

By the power of the strong arm of Oscur the noble ; 
There fell by Tailc, at first of the Fians, 
Full ten hundred of spotless men. 

M. Was it not shameful to thee, Fionn, 

To sufier the princess of the loftiest fame. 

To be put to death by the Fians ; 

Her death will bring havoc among the Fians of Fail. 

F. Not I nor any of the Fenians 

Ordered the death of the woman. 

But when she beheld the loss of the host, 

Into the pangs of death she fell. 

If it be battle thou requirest, saith Fionn, 
For the death of Tailc and his wife ; 
Thou shalt have it from one of the Fians, 
Or depart quietly with good will. 
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M. Although my hosts are nigh at hand, 

On the side of the hill beside the shore ; 
I shall not ask their aid, Fionn, 
And I will only leave two of you alive. 

F. Who are these two thou wilt leave alive, 

Meargach of the hosts, saith Fionn ; 

1 am astonished that thou shouldst think. 
By thy strength to put us to death. 

M. I am determined to kill all, 

But thee only, and thy son Aodh ; 

I shall never leave this hiU, 

'Till I repay the death of Tailc mac Treoin. 

F. Is it not suflBicient for thee, Meargach of the blades, 
That two for his death should fall ; 
And not deal red slaughter to all the Fians, 
After all the brave men that fell by his hand. 

M. They would not suffice, Fionn of the Fians, 
Two nor three for his death ; 
If thou hadst as many more of the Fians 
They will all fall by my hand. 

F. Do not imagine to thyself, saith Fionn, 
That I would suffer two or one 
For the death of Tailc and his wife, 
Of thg Fians to fall by thy hand. 

M. Though great thine arm and thy deeds, 

And though thick thy ranks of noble men, 

I shall not leave Hill judgment day, 

Or satisfaction for their death I shall have from you. 

Although my hosts are nigh at hand, 
I shaU not seek their aid, O Fionn ; 
I wiU only leave of you alire, but two, 
From the venom of my heavy sword. 
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O. Patrick ! I shall not my secret conceal, 
That terror struck Fionn and the Fians, 
Save only Oscur of the blows, 
Who never trembled before any one. 

F. Meargach of the green sharp blades, 
Saith Fionn, in a menacing tone ; 
Thou shalt have single combat. 
Or more of the Fians shouldst thou require them. 

M. If it be desirable to thee, Fionn Mac Cumhaill, 
That I should fight thy great hosts. 
One by one, or by one great swoop. 
Thy request I cannot refuse. 

F. If thou and thy mighty followers 
Come to fight us man for man, 
From one to a hundred of the Fenians shall 
Meet thee with-a firm hand. 

M. I shall now depart, Fionn Mac Cumhaill, 
Since battle I am to have. 
To visit my hosts, which are not far from me. 
And be up early to meet me. 

F. Bring thy hosts with thee here, 

In the morning if thou like, saith Fionn ; 
No treachery will be played upon thee, 
We shall be ready on thy arrival. 

M. Have, on my arrival, saith he. 

The mightiest hero among the Fians ; 
In shield and armour ready to fight. 
That I may see his prowess in battle. 
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Vf b'|fjtJif boib m^Ab ^ 3U*|f* 

Vf JAC flO^tJ!) AJ) jOTJAb bUA]l; 

ir 5*1t^1^ ^^ bA05Al aA]Oi)* 

b^ 17301 |tc| CAc T?A Iaog TTjfoi? u|i ; 

Ai? b-C]ioib|;]bif t>o 50^c 'tja ci*|f. 

4>'^ft6A5|tAbA]i b'^Q^ AotjCA b'pb|oijr), 
50 b-rfioib^^fbif tAfi A ceAtjo 30 b|il^^; 
A bubA]!*-^ cAt 15A fo-rAo]feAc Atiju^l, 

ACC 50 leA1>f AbAOjf CAt TJA 5-C^AbCA l^tij* 
% bubA]|tr CAC 13 A b-pSAp T!jeo6*TjACj 

A 5-cAc ua A t)3le6 bi^ cjifejije 51] Ab ; 

V^P F^3bAbATt r^irj a ^115 0^13, 

A f TJA C|t&i5|:|bjf 50 h^^t Aoij cfejii). 

21 bubA^jic CAC i?A b-^f^ATi b-pc6|-Ac^ 
T)^|i teibe b6|b 30 lA atj bst|f j 
aV cac i>a fij-bwD f eAfi njA|t at? ^-c&AbijA, 
30 leATJt^AbAOif f fejt) & njAp cac. 

* 5ej^^c 5-cArA, seven baiialions. The names of the set en battalions 
are :— C^i hjioij-Uti, i.Cp the hatulion of fre^h hcroea ; which narne they 
bore on account of their freeb-1 coking coinplejDon ; c^t tjA e-cjioifeAc, 
tlic battalion of the chieftains ; c^r tjA b-po^tt rijeA&AtjfjA^, the hattalJQa 
of the middie-fiized men ; c^c fj& b -ire A ft 5-f eofAc, the battalion of the 
middle-aged men j c^t flA nJ-buT? V'^^n, tlve battalion of the stout men ; 
CAt i}A b-fe-^ii nj-beA5, the battalion of the small men ; and ca6 ^a 
r}}Ap^A\^^f}, the battalion of the rear guards. If we could find equtva- 
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0. Meargach of the green blades departed, 

And stopped not till he reached his hosts ; 
Fionn summoned the Fenians, 
And infonned them of his danger. 

He then divided them into seven battalions, 
And put each division in its own place ; 
Hearken, saith he, to ray counsel, 
Not distant is danger &om us. 

He first addressed the front battalion, [fresh ; 

Who were named the battalion of heroes smooth and 
He enquired of them in a loud tone. 
Would they fight as usual in his cause ? 

They all at once answered Fionn, 
That they for him would ever fight ; 
The battalion of the chieftains said likewise. 
That they would follow the battalion with most hands. 

The battalion of the middle-sized men said, 
^ In battle or conflict however desperate, 
That they never deserted their noble king. 
And would never flinch one step. 

The battalion of the middle-aged men said. 
They would not flinch till the day of death ; 
And the battalion of the stout men said also. 
That they would follow him like the rest. 

lent terms for th« above, it would throw some light upon the military 
history of the ancient Irish. In the Library of Trinity CoUege, there 
is a Fenian tract, in which the names of aU the generals and officers 
serving under Fionn is given ; and this, if published, would probably 
illustrate the above military distinctions. In the British army there are 
sappers and miners, pioneers, grenadiers, light infantry, sharp shooters, 
&c., which terms, perhaps, owe their origin to the various ranks in the 
army of Fionn Mac Ch\imhaiU. 
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O, ^l bubAirtc CAC f}^ b-|reAfi be A3 fdy 

50 fiAb^bAtt |^fe|lJ bailor t)A V5^\omt 

43o 50in y^]om ctii5e Orcup, 

m^lt f sAji rujf Afi AT) 5-CAC rD|ai)U|t ; 
a\ b'p|Ap|iAi3 ^^ ^'^ conj|i4C AO|Df ift, 
bo ^be^HS^ bfeAfipAb A|i b-cuf. 

2t bu&Atftc^ Of cup 50 b-ciub|iA6 p6|tj, 

COTTJltAC 60 CAft CeAl?D TJA b-'p^AT)1J ^ 
Af m^V CUfClrt) bAri)^ A l^bf'JT}, Alt f6, 

If eA5Al 5u]t bA05Al b|b atti fej^ij. 

Nf b-ATbU|& f jD TT c6|fi, Ap "Fioijo, 
bA 6}c 6u^t>f> cu ctijc|Tti 6|iib j 
If ca A|t b-c|iao|n, A*f a^ b-cjii^tj 

AJl b-CAC^I^j A|t ^|Af)^ A f Ajt t)*t>|OT}. 

)r lOtJAOtJ biili?!? f ]T) t?6 f ub, A i^|i3D, 
A|t Of cit^, ijit bj bi IwAfe ; 
it?a'f cuicirp b'Aon* ijeAc bo' 17 'pbfeltJt), 
Uj TtACA|6 le]f fAO|i fa buAb- 

4>o 50||i )^ioi>t) 5*^11 bA cAlnjA rjeAttc, 
A*f bA c|iua6 3T)tom fie A3 A^f c.l<3|6iii?; 
aY b f |Af |iAi3 * i>-beAi3f a6 c6ii?fiACj 
le ^eA]%5AC m5p bo leAC-CAOfb, 

a "Fbpji), Atv 5oU, 50 3AfbA 3l^c, 
f f f]0]i flu, Dj 5fiiv6 leAc m^ I 
bA TTj|Ai> leAC njo cajt a ijjuAjf, 
Af Ofcufi o'j) in-buA8Af|tc bo be^c f Ao^t* 

* Tbb Urxe rpads thus in the Eajral Irish Acfldetny's copy i- 
In the direct path till the day of death. 
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O. The battalion of the small men said, 

And the battalion behind them, the rear guards, 

That they were faithful in their acts, 

And that they would follow him like the rest. 

Fionn called Oscur to him. 
As commander of the battalion of brave heroes. 
And asked him if it was in single combat, 
He would encounter Meargach first. 

Oscur saith, that he would himself, 
Give him battle in behalf of the Fians ; 
And if 1 fall, Fionn, saith he, 
It is to be feared that you will be danger after me. 

It must not be so, saith Fionn, 
We would suflfer by thy fall ; 
Thou art our guide, our chief. 
Our prop, our path, and our protector, 

Tis all the same to us, Fionn, 
Saith Oscur, do not magnify him ; 
If a single man of the Fenians fall. 
He shall not depart victorious. 

Fionn sent for Qoll, of powerfiil strength, 
Whose feats of sword and spear were great ; 
And inquired if he would fight 
The great Meargach in single combat. 

Fionn, saith Qoll cunningly and wisely, 
'Tis true, thou lovest not me ; 
Thou wouldst wish to put me in danger. 
And Oscur from trouble to be safe. 

by which the poet implies that the rear-guards would nerer desert their 
colors but fight to the rery last. 
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y- N4v]t 5eAlU]f-fe leb' to]l f AOft, 

Aft Tt)o fbpfA ii)A]t JcaU c«^c, 

5AI) l-eAfATt) !]• D^llieAC UA]C 1 

50 leADpAlPO ^ 5D|oii) fi)A[i c^c ; 
D] TiACAb A]t 5-cul 6*1) 5-CAC, 
Tt)^ 5AbAt)0 S^^ feA]i 6 bo l:^|ii). 

'p. 4Do 30]]t 'piopo 43|A]tiDu]b <Doi)o, 

aV b f ]Atr[iAi3 'piODD be 30 cao]0 ; 

AD b-C]ub[iA6 cofi)fiAC AO^p f ||i, 

bo ^b^^jtS^c C[ittA]8 DA loDD DSPlori). 

N] ]tACAb A 3"c6|ri)-Jl]A8 30 b]t^c, 
le ^eA|i3AC x)^ VS^^V '^W ; 
A }*blT)D> ")^V co|cceADD AD CAC, 
b]Ab c6fb fDA^c le t^eA]t add. 

4)'^|A|r[iA]3 b'T^b^J^oUD bo 3UC A|ib, 
A D-b^ADF-A^ c6rb|tAC CA]t A c^odd ; 
A bubAjftc ffe le 'FlODD DA b-)^]ADD> 
0]tc D1o^ C]AC b^ b-ca]qDD add- 

t)0 f AOlleAf-fA, A|l 'plODD, AD ^IaIC, 

DAC AiblA|8 fiD bo seAlUif bu|DD, 
3AC A|i seAlUf, A|i 'PaoUd, 
|ie TDO ]tAe d1 ]iACAb Afi 3-cal. 

4)'^IAi:|tAi3 bo 3AC FeA]t bjob 
AD T*aci:a6 ]DA AODA|t U]Y ; 
A bubAijtc 3AC AOD bo'D cac TD|0DD w|P> 
bo bfeA|tTDAO]b b|ulcA6 bujC. 
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P Hast not thou promised of thy own free will, 
That thou wouldst place thyself in jeopardy, 
On my account as each has promised ; 
Not to stand [to thy word] is shameful to thee ! 

G. I did promise, truly, Fionn, 

That I would follow thy deeds like the rest, 
I shall not flinch from the battle, 
If every man take his part. 

F. Fionn called forth Diarmuid Donn, 
And he enquired of him, mildly, 
If he would give single combat 
To stem Meargach of the powerful deeds. 

I shall never engage in single conflict. 
With Meargach of the green blades ; 

Fionn, if the battle be general, 

1 shall be as good as any there. 

He asked Faolan in a loud voice. 
If he would fight for him ; 
He said to Fionn of the Fians, 
Thou wouldst not be sorry if I fell there. 

I imagined, saith Fionn, the chieftain. 
That it was not thus you promised me ; 
All that I promised, saith Faolan, 
During my days I shall fulfil. 

He asketh of every man of them, 
If they would singly go with him ; 
Each one of the battalion of the smooth armed men 
We refuse thee. [said, 
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A 3-cAc !jA b-cAOifCAO feAfi Uiri)-ceAT)tji 
bo b^A|ipA6 bitAU6 Uii) Aft Ujitj, 

bo ^fjeA^5AC 6&DA HA l?3lAf Ut?u< 

21 tPub]tAbA]i ufle b^Al A]t b&Al, 

1JAC ftA]b peAft bo Urrjt^Ab f]n bo luAfe; 
Acc 50 |iAcpAbAO|f I® c^lle, 
A 5-CAt bii t|i&]t)e cfionj-f Ua5» 



t)o UbAiti le6 6 CAC 30 CAC, 

A'r 91 b-pUAin TjeAc bo'i> lonjl^iTj ; 
bill bo caii)|tAc ^heATt3At3 tjA Ui?t}, 

3tt|l CUjC AU C|tAf)l) A|l pA b-fAfimAttatO' 

1>o lAbA|i% le cAoifeAC ija Tj-|Atifh<^T*^^ 
A'f t3|a[; loc feAfi ]A|ifrTjA 5't) tJsM**^ i 
A bubA||ic 3AC Aoo blob 50 beiiie, 
50 leAfjpAbAOjf e|la Caoiij-Iiac. 

4Do C63 'pt^^Tjt? A3iir Orciifi 41.15, 

uAfU 3&i|i df^fib A3 rrjUj&eATT? | 

T}A tJ-|A|tmA|1^D bO 5AbA]l AU CAtA, 

A^f tJA feACC b-Cfl^AO CACA 8|ulcA|3 pbftjij. 

4>a cuAbnjAlfi u|le ctinj fuA^i^, 

A*f Tjjofi f^n; t^^l"?T)eAt 6u]TjD 30 U; 

b'fe]^3^0rt)A]l 30 Tt}OC A|t rpAjbtUj 

A'f V]0\i b-pAbA 30 b-pACATDATt AT? C^IJ* 

4>o 3UC Cao)Tj-1|ai: fe|be Vf A|vm, 
a'p bo buAtl b^|Ti? CACA 30 ceAPTj ; 

C^ll?13 ^^AJISAC OA UlJtJ IJSlAf 
aV a f'luA5 30 ^ytAp Att AU TlT-bAlL 



Ill 

0. He likewise enquired if there was [arm, 

Among the battalion of the chi^taina, aman of mighty 
Who would give batfle hand to hand, 
To fierce Meargach of the green blades. 

They all said with one accord, [speak, 

That there was not one who would thus presume to 
But that they all would go in a body, 
In battle, however desperate, of mighty hosts. 

He spoke to them from battalion to battalion, 
And he found none of the whole 
That would go fight Meargach of the swords. 
Till the lot feU on the rear guard. 

He addressed the chief of the rear guards [who said], 
We never shrunk from the fight ; 
They all said from first to last, 
That they would follow Caoin Liath,* 

Oscur the noble, and Fionn, 
Raised a loud shout of applause ; 
Boasting that the rear guard engaged in the battle, 
After the seven great battalions had refused Fionn. 

We all went to rest. 
And our repose till dawn was not delightful ; 
We arose early in the mom. 
And 'twas not long till we saw a host, 

Caoin Liath took his armour and shield. 
And fiercely struck the battle-blow ; 
Meargach of the blue spears came 
With his host immediately to the spot. 

* t. e. the gentle grey old man. 



o. 



^ 



^. 
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bo %)ljAc CtiriiAlU le c|t6Ai) 501117 5l5fij 

A|t b*fe fitJ AID l*oc cASAjiCAj 

bo t] -A t> fejbft C4CA Af A cori)A||i ? 

N| b-fe 50 beimttjj A|i }^iot)n iijac CutijaiII, 

ACC CAop?-lfAC ritlAt IJA 0'lA|1TI}lltt^D; 
i?10ft cajbe le l>-^oi> i>6Ac fifle bo ij 'pfjIAiJD, 
cu coii^fiAc ACc & Ab c-^oijA|i^t;. 

Cu|pt:eAbf A, A T^bioi?, i>A cornSa^l f lub, 

A|l ^CAfl^AC CTt&AT) t?A Ut)IJ f?5feA^. 

45o 50]|i ^eAfijAC t:eA|t le|f ^^(15 
b Ati b'AitJin? 515*^1^ t)oijTj t)o|tcl^|Di 
b'lOTJfATS Al) bif A c&jle Atjt? r|t}, 
5a CaItDA 5I1C A|t CboOC-A^-l^ltl* 

Ba IjorbcA, f^eAfi^ACj ^]OcrhA|t, 

bo h) t)o»)t5 Doftclv|u Af Caoii)-1|ac; 
AJ 301 1) A'f 45 crifeAcrii3A6 A c^iUi 
5AI? ceAGCAti A5 5^|le Afi AOt) taoB. 

^O h] AX) )^b|Al?U A|t CAob At} CTJOIC, 
AS ATTjApC A|t CftUC DA UoC ) 

Af 2t)eA|t5ACj aV a f luA5 teAT)i7, 
A5 feiceAri? le ceAigp C\)AO}i}-l^]t. 

4Do UbAiii Copii^i} 50 bo^tb cti^At?, 
5&V b-fAbA riATt & o'd 05U1C; 
cApAf6 bo lAii? 30 b-c|q6 le^c Oorjij* 

A CbA0ll}4|AC CltttA|6 VA UtlUt AfC ffe* 
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0. Meargach of the green blades enquiretli 
Of Mac Oumhall in a fierce voice, 
If he were the conceited hero, 
Who was in annour in his presence. 

Not I, indeed, saith Fionn Mac Cumhaill, 
But Caoin Liath, the chief of the rear guard. 
No other man of the Fenians but he dare venture 
To fight thee singly* 

rU send, Fionn, to meet him, 
Another hero like himself; 
Let them meet face to face> 
Saith fierce Meargach of the sharp blades. 

Meargach called forth one of his own men. 
Whose name was Donn Dorcain ; 
Then the two attacked each other, 
Dexterous and stoutly on Cnoc-an-air. 

Fierce, angry, and vengeful, 
Were Donn Dorcain and Caoin Liath, 
Wounding and cleaving each other. 
Without giving way at either side. 

The Fians were on the side of the hill. 
Beholding the appearance of the heroes ; 
Meargach and his mighty host 
Awaiting the head of Caoin Liath. 

Conan spoke haughtily and fiercely. 

Though far back from the battle he stood ; 

Hasten thy hand till thou conquer Donn, 

Caoin Liath, the hardy, of the swords, saith he. 
8 
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^65BAiijAoy&tje a?) pljiAijij oi^^iibj 

C|A t^lOlS Cll5A|t3lJ CAqt)-llAC IfAOfJ. 

o C|Ai?A]b bA cfifeAij bo jlofi i 

|:feAc Ai)0|f t^eA^tc bo I&ttjj 

Ab c-AOfjAfi le ^eA|t bo'ij c*f laj. 

Ni ^^ACjiAb ueATic Ti?o Uiij i)a 1170 sijIotti, 
le b-AQT) o^AC bjob 50 b|i^t J 
b^ Tt)-bAb cii^qn) bAn? f at? 5-CAC, 
fijo cunjAb^ v]o\i b-pAbA oiicfA T^bitji). 

a^ cAtj corMir<^ 2^eA|i34c ija Iaw, 

50 b-CU5 CAO|l7-l|At OotJIJ fO 1^1(11 
bo 3l6^r A COUP C]lUC-|ilu]DtJ, 5lA1>, 

A ij-fe^be CAtA ida6ii?a A'f ba|p 

«0 sluAtf 50 pilAp bO UcAltt 'FbllJTJ, 

aY a biibAt|ic le^f bo bo|ib 3l5|t ceAT}^^ 

6 ffejD bo jAbajl A ^-&lb6 CACAj 

r)Q 't) Uoc bo b*^e&]t|i A5 fe cu^i Atji). 

> ^0 cili^6, literally wi^ ^He/. Conan knew very well Ihat the Feniana 
would not regret bh deaths but on the contrary that they would regard 
it a boon to be relieyed from one upon whom tliey looked as their EtuL 
tifled vilifler and defamer> In the romantic tale called the bfiaiseAi) 
CI)40Tirjt]nii, or the Mansion of the Quicken Tree, it is related that C&- 
nan and the Fenmns entered the Mansion, which they found most aump. 
tuoualy Hupptied with all the delicaciea peculiar to aucli a place ; and 
after regaling themwlvee mott comfortably, womiered why they &aw no 
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0. Tlie twain, who were not feeble in battle^ 
Were freely cleaving bodies and limbs, 
From the rising of the son till eTening, 
Till Donn Dorcain fell a headless corpse. 

We, the Fenians, raiBed aloud, 
A cheer of exultation for the death 
Of Meargach's hero, Donn Dorcan, 
Though Caoin Ldath came to us feebly. 

Fionn then said to Oonan, 
Awhile ago thy talk was fierce ; 
Try now the strength of thy hand 
In single combat with one of the hoeti 

I shall not try the vabr of my hands or dee^is 
With any one of them for ever ; 
If I fell in the battle, 
Lament for me would not be long on thee, Fiontii 

When Meargaeh of the blades beheld 
That Caoin Liath laid Donn low ; 
He armed his well-proportioned elegant bodyj 
In battie armour for conflict and death. 

He went quickly into the presence of Fionn> 
And said to him in a fierce bold voice> 
To gird himself in battle armour^ 
Or to send hie bravest hero there. 

eerranta oi attendants whatever m the place, but saw that tlie tarioua 
splendo^iTfl, and even the doors were vaojahmg, untn it was finaUj re- 
duced to a mere boc, or hut, sare odc entrance only. One of the Feniaa 
diiefe &01& thla drcumstance iUBpecte^ it to be a plaee of treachery, and 
exhorted tlie Feniani to leave as fast as the/ could | bat ConaDj who re- 
mained behind to do more justice to the riands witli which the tables were 
flo ahundanllj suppUed^ waa at length b/ some speU or other, fastened 
to the floor wheire he would have remained had not some of the FeniaLlt 





^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^H 


^^^^ 


4>'pneA5Ani lp]0[)t} ho boftb ^lojt, ""^^^^^^^^B 




aY bub^^iftc t)Ac leafi leAC a|i cu|c t-'of ; ^^^| 




^ tiiibAiiic feireAt?, V If bo b^ ^o|i, ^^^| 




^^fi leoft Ti7A|i 6ial ^ 0-^45 tr[;A|lc I ^^^| 




4>o 50||i pioijt) 4|t Bbui)*iJ^i> b^Tji;, ^^^1 




^V t^^i^is 3^^ rsi^ ^r* 1^1^ i^^ 1 ^^1 




If* mofi i^p rAftCAffDe^ Aft ^eAft^^^c, ^^^H 




A f Aii?ujl f fTj b'^A|i ba. U&6 Ipjo. ^^^^H 


^^^ ^. 


5o|HF«*fer* "?<5 t|iOiu-flii*5 ujle, ^^^| 




An %)6Afi54e t^6 ^eifi5 U f]om} I ^^H 




f5Aa(lj:eAb t)A Iaoc^ia fa ce|le, ^^^H 




tATtn74]t t^A p^lOtje Q^ Iua6 \]onj^ ^^^H 


^^v^ 


Hjoji b-pAbA 50 b-fACAn?Atl A5 csacc, ^^^H 




Oy-cufi Ai5eAijcA TjA ni-beirt?iOT)Tj j-CfiuAiS ; ^^^H 




A Iaoi} IjoTi^cA i>A 6eAf Ufn? ba b]j ^^^H 




A pl^aCtlAjC I ir b]C AT? ]:6A|t bo luAbAIIT), ^^^^ 


^^t 


^jcmr 6iiitji? A Oin^ fnAinc, ^^H 




c|oi)ipAf ha ciiAjb AT) CAC ba't) btf j ^^^| 




1)5 AT? le 2QeAft5AC i>a Iai^i> DsUf , ^^^H 




bo cujc bo fijAc, Ap c-Ofcuft sito^be ! ^^^H 


^^^^ 


)rji>inm bujc, A PbicitA|c, All b-cuf, ^^H 




^uyt bo|li3 ItOTt) A be|c TT?Aft c^frti ; ^^^| 




A ij-b|Ai5 OfCuiTi aV iJ* b-TP|Atji7i ^^H 




A meAr5 t)A 3-cli*ii 541J poinitj Ait^ii> 1 ^^H 


^^L ^* 


21 e|tuA5St|p ba|cc ! ir bAitt^jb l&]]t, ^^^| 




t?AC A njeAt"5 DA 5-cl|A|i bujc cuf ^^^H 




pf be^ceA 'i7otf b^i Iua6 5Af) c&|U, ^^^H 




aY bo leADK^^ 50 n^l !M5 »J<^ t?-buU ^^H 


^^^H 


conipa^iou on \nm^ returnee! and pulled him with all their might ^H 


^^^^H and eucceeded, but uot wHhout leaving the moEit part of the skin of hm ^H 


^^^H back fltuck to tUe £ooi\ It is traditionallj recordetl by the peasantry ^H 
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O. Fionn replied in a fierce tone, [fallen ? 

And said, art thou not content with all that have 
Meargach answered, and with truth, 
That it was not sufficient for the death of Tailc ! 

Fionn called Bunanan the melodious, 
And he came without delay in full speed ; 
Great is the affront, saith Meargach, 
To talk of such a man to us. 

M. I shall muster all my mighty hosts, 
Saith Meargach angrily, to Fionn ; 
I shall let the heroes loose on each other, 
Of thy Fenian reserves do not speak to me. 

0. Not long was it until we beheld approaching 
Exasperated Oscur of the stem blows. 
His polished blade in his right hand he bore, 
Patrick! sad is the loss of the man of whom I speak. 

P. Kelate to us, pleasant Oisin, 

How fared the battle with the two ; 
• Or was it with Meargach of the green blades, 
Thy son fell, the heroic Oscur. 

0. I tell thee, O Patrick, at first. 
That I regret being as I am. 
After Oscur and the Fenians, 
Among the clerics without much bread. 

P. poor wretch ! it is much to be regretted, [beginning ; 
That it was not among the clerics thou wert from the 
Thou wouldst not now be speaking foolishly. 
And thou wouldst modestly follow the king of the 
elements. 

that his comrades ran to a flock of sheep which they saw grazing in a 
field, skinned a huge black ewe, and fastened the skin tightly to Conan's 
back, by which mark he was known ever after. 
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O, ^liuA^ 54x0 cAffe cti34b f^\t}f 

CU]|t bUjDt? C|t]06 Att CAC Cl^OjC Al) ^Ijl, 

bo b| Atj )n)iAi}r) i;|tfeAD 50 ledft, 
Ai>o|f If bo|b 50 f AtJO'Us cl&it, 

C115 At} c^f3 fiij A|i AT) b-^p^iot); 

AOD D1& luAjbpfb leAC^ leb' jtAe. 

2licft|f bAti) Ai>Off A Pb^^Tt^fc, 

Al) 6 Au OjA 5ft4U>TbAti fi^ ^ bubAT|tc ; 
50 Ttuj ffe^ij buA6 Afi Al) b-Trfepji), 
A f 5Uii b'§ ]|:fi6At)^ T^iiAH^ a 3-clu|b, 

p. )t)i)|f jrt) Swir, aV Df bTtfeAj, 

5ut* 6eA|ibtt^3 b^Al t)& &u^T)t) ; * 

Al) b]ieAii) T?AC i)-b&AT)|rA|b a ftfeifij 
l^jieAiji) bAO|i 5ii|i b'fe A D~bui? t 

O* W| baiytoAS At) Vhj^VV a Tife^ft |t]ATf), 
t)A citeibfi 431 A TjA fAob 5l6]i; 

CA b-i:HAi|i fluAijce a s-cunjAf bdjb, 

P* Jf fe DlA 11115 buA& Atl ATJ b-P^lt)!)^ 

A'f D]0]i lAH|t b& 66 ADAH) CAt tJA flo^ ; 

Acc A coT?3ijArb p6|T) 'f A caTi)AcrA cj%4v|C, 
T Tf ii)^Jie|6ca ijAC f Uf a Jldfi* 

I f:uA|i, co/rf. The poet teeina to liave been flcqiiainted with theopinioai 
of iODie of the acboolmen, that the damned pais from one extremity of 
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0. Misery without redress attend thyself, 
And truly thy clerics 

Do not say to me that I would follow Grod, 
And that I would forsake the chief of the Fians. 

P. Do not be arguing, O Oisin son of Fiona, 

Tell us how the battle of Cnoc-an-wr ended ; 
The Fians were mighty enough, 
But now they are west and feeble. 

O. O Patrick ! if it be the God of grace 

Who spread that report about the Fians, 
Do not believe from him henceforth 
Anything he tdtls thee during thy days. 

Relate to me now, Patrick, 
If it be that God of love who said, 
That he himself conquered the Fians, 
And that cold hell is their habitation. 

P. I tell thee, and 'tis no falsehood, 

God's own mouth hath declared to us. 
That those who will not follow his counsel 
A hell of pauis will be their dungeon ! 

O. The Fenians never followed his coimsels, 

Believe not thou God of the feigned speech. 
Tell me if it were He that obtained victory 
Where he found hosts their match. 

P. It is God who obtained victory over the Fians, 
And did not ask the aid of battalions or hosts, 
But his own strength and timely power. 
And truly his speech is not feigned. 

suffering to another, in the next life — from the most intense flames of 
fire, to the most intolerahle degree of cold. 
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O. N^ c|ie]b i5]6 A]t b^c b^ Iua6ai)i^9 

ft)^ be]fi 50 |iu5 buA8 A]t ad b-)^6ioo; 
5AI) flu^s 1)^ c6|]t i)A 6^|l, 
1)^ 56^11 50 b|i:2vc ACC 6 F^io. 

p. )y fe OiA F^i?) At) u|le flag, 

]f 6 C)|A c5|tt aY i)eA|ic c^c ; 

If 6 OlA |itt3 bttAb A]t At) b-'p6iT)t>, 

aY 1)1 le i)eA]tc Iaoc t)^ cd||t c^i)- 

O. 2li)0|f fAO] b|i|3 bo leAbd^ft h^]r), 
A'f bo bACA]Ue cA le ija A]f, 
t^AO] f lADfAi) bo clo5 3I611 ^fib, 
Ai) b-fu^l b|i6A3 ioi)A ]t^i6ceA|i leAc ? 

p. 21 0|rlD c|ie|b uAiii) 50 inoft, 

5AC |!|1]0caI b^ t)']t)V]T]n) bti]z Aft <1)I>]a ; 
30 b-|!tt|l|b 3At) ceil3, 3AI) b|i6t3, 
aY 3tt|t b'6 |!fe]i) bo fe6il 6u|i)i) ]Ab, 

O. 3^<^ |!]t]OCAl b'^fl A]C|llf bu^c, 

t)] fD5|i Ti)o ce]fc, Acc ATi)^]i); 
ft)o^]t A be]|i leAC 3tt|i Ab ua]8 ^^]t), 

|tU3 buAb Aft Al) b-lP6|l)l) Al) AOT)A|l^D. 

p. 43o |iu3 buA6 A]t A b-c^p]3 ^dy, 
6 cuf At> bori)A]t) n)d]\i 30 |!]0|t ; 
aY b^AfipAi* Aji A b-qocpA i)A t)-biA]S, 
b^ c|i6]i)e ]Ab 30 be]|ie At) c-fA0]5|l. 

O. N^ c|ie]b ]:ocaI b^ i)-bubA]|tc ]t|ATt), 
t)^ |!0f bA i)-b^^|t|:A]6 le i)a jiAe ; 
Of 3i)^c le]f be|c b^ luAb, 
3ufi b'^ |tu3 buAb a|i ai) b-p^iOD* 



121 

O. Believe nothing that he saith^ 

If he say that he obtained sway over the Fians, 
Without hosts — without help at hand, 
Or pledge at all but himself. 

P. God himself is all hosts [all powerful], 
God is the might and pursuer of all, 
'Tis God who obtained sway over the Fians 
And not by the strength of heroes or pursuit of hosts. 

0. Now, on the virtue of thy white book, 
And thy crozier which lies at its side, 
Under the chiming of thy high-sounding bells, 
Dost thou lie in what thou sayest ? 

P. Oisin, believe me truly. 

Every word that I relate to thee of God ; 

Is without guile or falsehood, 

And 'twas himself who taught them to us. 

0. Each word that ITiave related to thee. 
My query is not much, but only. 
Whether he tell thee that it was by himself alone 
He obtained sway over the Fians. 

P. He obtained sway over all that have been 
From the beginning of the world surely. 
And he will, over all that will come after, 
Though great their might, till the world's end. 

O. Believe not a word he hath ever uttered. 

Nor yet what he may say during his day. 

As he is constantly proclaiming 

That 'twas he who' gained victory over the Fians. 



^^^^^^^^^^^* ^^^ 


■ 


^^^^H p. j[* b^Aftb U»ACf* 50 i./p6aTiti Ar? phl^TjD, 


^^H 


^^^^H T>4 b-c^tt)|5 ii^Afii aV a b-qoc|r^|8 t^3f ; 


^^H 


^^^^B V If be^Ttb liOTTjfA 30 ii7'^e4|i|t 4>ia, 


^^1 


^^^^H ti& CUf A Ajllf ]Ab^ A f«A.t^5]|t ! 


^B 


^^^^^1 0. Jf C0fTT7U|l OAC b^f^ACA Ca Ap pblAlJI?, 


^H 


^^^^^H i;a b-cfOi)6l 5I1A6 A 0-ATt^ 5I60; 


^^H 


^^^^H T;]a|i cofn^uil |te ri^Of&i? prAlm, 


^^1 


^^^^H 11^ y%e cl0]5 A^ CAfii^Aiiic, A 3-cedU 


^1 


^^^^^H Mjoft cafmujl le 4)fAj a pf;^rTtA|Ci 


^^1 


^^^^^H ^, f luA5 rijottbaUc, of^^eAfiCj f ub ; 


^^1 


^^^^^1 T}) CUaIai6 C&f5 ^ACl^AC fl|Atnj 


^^H 


^^^^H Acc A 3-cti||t|ftfe 'fAf^ cl|Art bl^ clu. 


^1 


^^^H p. N]a|t Atcjiir mire t)a AT? cl]ATi, 


^H 


^^^^H 5 uitf hu]j: cfiiAi) A ii)Ai6 3i}ton7 ; 


^^1 


^^^^H Ti7A|c bo-c|i]o6i7Ai5ee, a liiA^t, 


^^H 


^^^H ^ 0|no, If eAb 50 ^toTi. 


^1 


^^^^B 0. Ml t^]i\]m, A PbacfiAic, bo 'DbfA, 


^1 


^^^^^H \y^ yof bob' b[iiACfiA ]f leAri? 5l6|t; 


^^1 


^^^^^ 5U|i ti7At^ 6 tf&ii> T74 A ^T^tanj, 


^^1 


^^^^H Of buitje § bo biof 3AU cac, 5ai> fUs- 


^H 


^^^^1 P> Hi 1ATtAT7l> ^ani CACA V^ r^Q^f 


^H 


^^^^m A OiftTj 30 bed t)A ^^ll 


^^1 


^^^^^f Ac^ 1iofi>DeAf cocftAii? bo |i^^ft cuilfTtr, 


^^1 


^^^^B A'f t)] b-f A3Ai?i} n>iUeA6 5 1)a T^^TbAjb. 


^1 


^^^^^H Crteib uAim F^r A r 5^iU 30 ^toft, 


^1 


^^^^^^H A Offli; bAQIC 1}AC t)5tiadA0t^ ^fA ; 


H 


^^^^^^H A'r njVr rr>A]t ijo olc leAt &, 


H 


^^^^^^H If & bo cOTfS n^l*^ TM h-f]^^^- 


» ^^^^^^^^H 
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P. Thou imaginest that the Fians were mightier 

Than all who ever came and will come hereafter, 
But I believe that God iB stronger 
Than thou amd they, old man I 

0. 'Tis likely thou hast not seen the Fians 
Mustered for battle in time of war ; 
Not like the humming of the psalms, 
Or the clangor of bells, was their music. 

Not like unto God, Patrick, 
Were his [Fionn's] proud illustrious hosts, 
I never heard of any great feat [by him, i. e, God,] 
But what thou and the clerics spread of his fame. 

P. The clerics or I have not told thee 

One-third of his good deeds since the beginning, 
Goodness without ^id is his goodness, 
Oisin, it is truly. 

0. I do not submit, Patrick, to God, 

Nor yet to thy words which are foolish. 

That either he himself or his actions were great. 

As he was a man without battalion or hosts. 

P. He asketh not for the pursuit of battalions or hosts 
For ever, Oisin, in his presence, 
But distributes equally according to merit, 
And he never gets a hurt from his foe. 

Believe me still and truly submit, 
silly Oisin who lovest not God, 
And whether it seems good or ill to thee, 
Twas he who checked the career of the Fians, 
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0. Thou hast told a falsehood^ 'twas not Qod [deaths 
That obtained sway over the Fians, or caused their 
And if he. ever acted justly or evenly, 
He would generously share the bread. 

P. Bread and drink is shared with thee, 
Of each meal the clerics get ; 
I perceive it is shameful to thee 
Abuse and scandal to give to God. 

0. If I get food and drink. 

And a willing share among the clerics ; 
Patrick ! I cannot think on any account 
That thy God seeth my share. 

P. How is it that thou couldst get but half diet, 
Whilst thou gettest food like the rest ; 
It is not likely that it is injustice 
O Oisin, how constant is thy clamour ! 

0. Patrick, I would not believe thy Qod, 
Thou, nor the clerics, who are not mild. 
If it be together [i. e. at one table] we are fed 
That the portion each gets is alike. 

P. Oisin talk no more, [clerics ; 

Of all the hardships thou hast undergone among the 
Injustice they never did, [of the Fians. 

And their worst acts are better than the best deeds 

0. Ills and loud contention 

Mayest fall among thy clerics ; 

And may thou not escape their venom, 

For ye are not like the Fenian hosts. 
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50 bojlb A Tj-bAO]i jUf t)^ b-pyAiji?, 
O. Jf U6tt l|ortj bo aAOft jUf ]*iAi), 

bo TlO|170CAf 50 CAol A!) C-4^)ti^l7. 

Nl cofiiiMil f |B nil bufi i)-1>t4, 

tjlo|i ii)U||teA]i* le^f fl'i^S i>a b-p|Ai?i?^ 
A f 4 b-qjeAft o^c |Ab DA 8a|L 

H) tT)A|i f |o bu|cfe Af bob clfe^^i, 
D^ b'lv bw|i f 4o|i-^Uic If n)0]i c^jl ; 
]f moft lib cit»A3«iij^ boccj 3*0 ivi*^, 
At? bujt njeAf5 A ciinjpVACC 4ij 5alaiTj<^ 

p» 4DoV loijiijuit) l^we A'f I0 t>|A, 

A feAO^fji l|At ru b0|c b'lifi |tf|it ; 
T?Sfc bc^t f Aab-fiai6ceAC l|OfCA, 

tUA]l If 3D^t CUf A, A Offjl? bAO^t ! 

O. 91 Pbac|tA]c I bo 66A0t:4|i>n bo |i&i^, 

Af bob* iot)ri>u|tj l}6m f^]n bo <D)?fA; 
Acc 51171 rniTJic lioft) bo IuaSaiti, 

30 pWS bttA6 Ap pblOUTJ T?A b-'P|AT)T). 

I ^umeAll, a burthen, a famify. Here Oiiin indicates tbat Fionn 
woald not close bis doora or refuee food to any tbat visited him, no matter 
how nnmerous they came. 

a Cftuus^ij* Tbii word aignlflefl a person in Ihe moife abjeot itale of 
poverty and want. 
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P. It is grievous to me hoary old man^ 

That thon loyest not the elerics and God ; 
A time will come when thou shalt regret it 
Sorrowful in the bonds of pain. 

0. It is enough for me of cruel bonds of pain 
To be with the clerics as I am, 
Awaiting the grace of God, "^ 

Who slenderly shares with me the bread. 

Not like are ye or your God, 
To Fionn sharing and giving bread. 
He would feel no burthen in the Fenian hosts, 
Or in all who came in his presence besides them* 

Not so with thee and thy clerics. 
Or thy chief though great his fame ; 
Ye grudge a poor feeble wretch 
To dwell among you, crying horde, 

P. We and God would rejoice 

hoary old man, tiiat thou wert of our way, 
Nor to be vainly garrulous and tedious 
As thou always art, silly Oisin ! 

O. Patrick 1 1 would do as thou desirest, 
And 'tis I that would love thy God, 
But only that thou too often proclaimest [Fians* 
That 'twas he who obtained sway over Fionn of the 

^ 5olAiy signifies one that is constantly crying or growling. The poet 
usee the expression here in reference to the singing of psalms and hymns 
by St. Patrick and his choir ; for while he himself was obliged to fast» 
the singing of psalms was not very much to his taste ; and, therefore, 
taunted the saint on every poasiUle occasion. 
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A|Cfllf tin\m ATJOff 54!^ b]t6fj, 

c|4t |itt5 biiAb it|i ctjoc ATj It^fi ! 

Ci^ 3u|i lijiAt) l|Otu A b-r|iAcc futo, 
A he]t Aft I'lubAl le ^oii^Ab p^^jic : 
leAtJt^Ab bufc, 115* 5e|bfti7 jit Aft, 
Afi coimf5le6 81*1? cijojc ad &||i t 

4>'|oi>f A15 ^eA|t5Ac iM UijTj osUf, 
A r Ofcufi, 50 ceATjTjj A 3*c6|rb-3l^ic j 
A pIj^c]tAie I bit b-pfifc^e^ ao bif, 
1)1 ii)alp^6 5i?jott? AOD itjfc 4>§ I 

430 bS^muiTt ujle Aij "pljiADu, 

A 5*c]te<tc;Aib bfAt) i^lt b|tdT) 50 zl^t ; 
le l;-eA5Al 5u|i cii|C]nj b'a]t Iaoc, 
le ^eA|i5AC ^jifeAiJ DA 5-C|tuA6 Unj* 



*Da bf rlti^S 2^be^T*3^13 t}A DS^f I ADD, 
5AIJ c|iO|6e, 5AU 5TieADD> A5 f^le bed(i ; 
b eAsU njAfibAb a 5-ceADD cfifAc, 
le VOf cujt b]AD 0^ Upij i;3&Afi* 

a pljivcTt^^jC t bl^ Ttj-befcpe^b A5 r^ACAjWi 
Aft 5AC Tij^D cu|l5-b6iii? CfiuA|8; 
ba |tA|b A|t canpAjb \}^ D34^b Uoc, 
t>f A D^ 'd clfejfi tj] bejcpea liiA]6. 

21 OifiU ! rS^Ojl io|ic 50 t:o]ll, 

bo bjnACfiA bAOjf A'f Uao bob* cftacc ; 

|DD?r biijuD qA 'co bo^ b]^ 

bo hu^]6 Ai? 3d1otd A|i CDOC AD t\^ I 
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P. Peace be with the battalions of the Fians, 

They were mighty and their fame was great; 

Kelate to us now without grief, 

Who gained the victory at Cnoc-an-air ? 

0. Though it would be my desire to talk of them, 
And to relate it with much pleasure, 
I shall tell thee if I am served [with food], 
Of the fierce conflict at Cnoc-an-air ! 

Meargach of the green blades. 

And Oscur, engaged fiercely in single combat, 

Patrick ! hadst thou seen the two 

Thou wouldst not praise the actions of God's only son. 

We, the Fenians, all were 
Trembling intensely, and in heavy grief. 
Apprehensive our hero would fall 
By the mighty Meargach of the stem arms. 

The hosts of Meargach of the green blades 
Were spiritless and joyless, shedding tears. 
Fearing for the fall of their head and chief 
By Oscur of the severe arm and sharp blades. 

Patrick I wert thou a spectator 
Of all the traces of the sharp swords 
Which were on the bodies of the stern warriors. 
Thou wouldst not mention God or the clerics. 

P. Oisin I leave off a while 

Thy siUy words, and pursue the tale ; 

Tell us which of the twain. 

Was victorious in the action at Cnoc-an-air. 
9 
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bo 6eA^i5 mo Ui>i) ^^ ba coftp * 
bo 5e*]i|iA8 l|oiD b*^eoil 50 cijatf?, 

^)* I'll b-e<fc5Al Ijon) bar db' U|tf>, 

If beA|iti I1OTT7 ba tu|cinj Iftjo, 

A*Y A jiMT?*e*t>rj bjob bob* f tuAjj f^io* 

i?^6 ^4,\bA uA^c 501 Aij b&ff*, 

4'f 50 b-cu|cpfji'f f aY bo c|ioni-f ItiAj, 

t>0 jUc OfCUfl 501m aV |?|tAOC, 

T1]0|i b-f-AbA bo'fj Uoc Alt tAltiju]t>j 

Aij CAT? b eitt]5 5Ai> cUr *niri 

bo jAb' najfie \a\i fp; Ap feAfi^ 
A'r *><> TijfeAbu|3 A peAfic Ya 5tjjon7, 

« pjAtj(j4k ^A|V 'Aff ^'«««« o/Fflj?. FaTl* or lijir Fiv|t, accon^ing to 
Koatingf Waa orte of the ancient names of Ireland. At the Tuattia De 
Dan an n mv&sion tbe <50untry received this name from a celebrated stone 
Avhich the J bronglit with tliem, called tlie Li*5 FA|l, or Stooe of Deitinyp 
ad^ of whicli the poet writes ;-* 

'* O'tj 5-cloc ro c& ^on)^ 6^ xs^]l, 
1r UAite it&t^eAT* ttjir Fi^lL" 
From this stone wliich is uoder my two lieels, 
The Island of fail is called* 
This stone was conBldered enchants and held in gT&at veneration for f to 
supposed power of njakmg a. terrible noise resembling thunder^ which 
could be heard at a great distaocej wbuo one of the royal mce of Scytlna 
Eat upon it to be crowned. It was then tJie custom, upon the decease of 
the reigning monareh, that his successor should sit upon this stone for 
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0. Meargach I saith Oscur aloud, 

My spear has reddened in thy body ; 

I have cut thy flesh to the bone, 

And the anguish of death cometh upoi> thee I 

M. I dread not death by thy hand, 

. Be not concerned for me, generous Oscur ; 
I verily believe thou shalt fall by us. 
And all that survive of thy hosts, 

0. I verily believe, stem Meargach, 

That thy death wound is not far from thee. 
And that thou and thy mighty host will fall. 
By me and the hosts of the Kans of Fail. 

Oscur became furious and vehement, 
And he wielded his all- victorious blade, 
With such heroic courage and might of arm. 
That he laid Meargach the hardy low. 

Not long was the hero on the ground. 
When he arose without dread again ; 
Shame then seized the man. 
And his strength and valor increased. 

coronation ; but if the candidate so sitting was not of the royal blood of 
Scjthia, neither motion nor noise of any sort proceeded from the stone. 
AU the monarchs of Ireland upon their sucQ^seion were crowned upon 
it ; and from its great fame, Fergus Mac Eaipa, first king of Scotland, 
sent to his brother Murtough, who was then king of Ireland, requesting 
him to send it to Scotland, in order to be crowned thereon king of that 
country. He believed tliereby that the crown would be more firmly pos- 
sessed by him and his posterity, by its innate extraordinary virtue. The 
king of Ireland complied ; and about A.D. 513, Fergus received upon it 
the crown oi Scotland. It was preserved with great care at the Abbey 
of Soone in that country, for the purpose of crowning their kings upon 
it, until the time of Edward I., king of England, who brought it from 
Scotland. It is said to be now placed under the coronation chair in 
Westminster Abbey, where it has lost all its former virtue and power. 
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3*'J fl^j 5^'> r^^fAfe, 3<KT3 c^iTibe, 
€C I <^ PI>^cftA|c^ ^ T>-bj4D-5le6. 

ATj b-Cfi6i5P|6 50 U Atj jleo; 

A bubAi|ic Ofcaft t>o ^e^h^]^ bo iijjat?, 

*V bo f5u|neAbAfi i*b * n*oo, 

TiiU5Ab^|t AD bjf Uii? Aji l^}n}f 

A'f bo gAb Aij |?^!ju|3e a f IUA5 |:6fu, 
bo SluAjf Orcu|i 50 cAlnjAj iDeAfi, 

fAX) leiftj AftjAC (lOlTTI AT? h'lp})^)m* 

Bbj bjieATt) A3u|t)i> 50 fiibAc, r 1**11**^1 
A*f b|teArT> e^le f & 5|iUAirij 13 a tj5i?&^ 
50 b"&l!*3i'^ ST^^liJe Ati DA rijaitAC, 
5ufi tfoi>al At? oStrijAjb cu5a|i>tj 30 z\ihA\)> 

4>o cuA]6 Of cu|t A D-i|be caca, 

A'f bo glAC A ^|I11? Y* f5l^^ 1)A &6|b j 
bo tftiAll A 3-c6rf?8a|l 'f A 5-c<'n>ue, 
^beAfi3Ai3 njj-fie, Ar; cft^Aij leorbAt)," 

'D'^OIJT^f A|3 At) &|r AT) bAliA l^, 

Alt n}A}h]X} 50 Urtj-^^ob b^AT} ; 

^5 jeA^jtAb A'f A5 cti^ACCU3A6 a 66] le, 

Af T>10|1 b-f AbA 3Ult 3^ni^ At) 'F^JfAIJt). 

1 leor^ATj, a ^10 n, Thia name h also applied bj' the poets to a hero, or 
one who diBtinguiBhea himself Id battle. 

s ^^mr a sAo«l* The reoians were wont to ihout loudly at any iignal 
TictoTy obtained by tliem^ whether in the field or elsewhere; and Donn- 
chadh lEtiAdh mliic Conmara, in his CACufijt Bhf(>lU atj 2litjAU;^|tj, or, 
Adveoturea of a Slave of Adversity, thus describes the shout of Charon, 
the boatman of the Styx ;— 
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0. The two noble brave heroes spent [the time] 
From morning's dawn till evening, 
Without quarter, without cessation, without delay, 
Alas ! Patrick, in severe conflict. 

Meargach asketh of Oscur the noble, 
If he would relinquish the battle for the night ; 
Oscur saith " thou shalt have thy desire," 
And they both left separated. 

The two came hand in hand. 

And the stranger went to his own host ; 
Oscur strode forth bravely and stoutly. 
On the plain before the Fians. 

Some of us were merry and humorous, 
And others looked sullen in their countenance ; 
Till. the rising of the sun on the morrow. 
When the foe mustered around us powerfiilly, 

Oscur went forth in battle armour, 
And he took his arms and shield in his hand, 
He went onwards to meet 
Angry Meargach, the lion of bravery. 

The two attacked each other on the second day. 
In the morning with fierce blows, 
Cleaving and wounding each the other. 
And 'twas not long till the Fians shouted. 

t5o ttT^) r6 S^Jvm orssVXy a*x b^iceAC, 

le iMiAitij A 50CA bo cniceAb ija rp^AticA, 

^o cuAlA Ai) ctiuioije 6 A'f cufti iirtteAi)!) 56111) Af.*' 

The giant seized my hand with gladden'd sonl. 
Then louder roar'd than mightiest thunder's roll ; 
Heaven's high cope trembled at his bellowing shout, 
The round world heard, and helPs black depths cried out. 

5. Hayeses Translation^ 
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^ Ojnu 5ni»>T7 ^I^Fir *»"|tjr) ; 
^f n?llir^ bo fsedl ATfi f ftb, 

bo cot; 4,f) lp})]AT}t) AT) uft^t ub ; 
Acc 54^1 fi CAO|tFce Vf c]t^t6ceAci;, 
5^l|i 50U113 A> ^^^ cutbA*>! 

tf cofffjii|l it)A|i IcAijAf bo Uo], 
50 ftA^b Ofcu^ A Ijatj cftttA6^lt|f 

A Pb^cttAjc tJA cl^^tte 50 beAttd ^ 

Atj citeAf b^im tu5 %)eA|i5Ac t?A Uou> 

9ll) CAT) bo COT^AflCtUAli Of Cllfl Alt l&ftj 

bo f A0lleAll7A|l A*f CAc 50 |tA)6 ^AtJ AtJAiU,* 

Acc ijiofi b-|!AbA bo'o Iaoc c]t66A, 
Ai> tAD b'fe7it]5 beo tiA feAf Atb ! 

a OfCttJH, A^l Y}^Vn T?A ft-'plATJtJ, 

1J1 ^ACAf ]iiArb bo COTtp A|l Ut*j 

A]l U^jl CAlrbAt) 3Uf Atjjttj 

A3 AOT? jAif 5^6eAc bit bu||ib& Uri?. 

J I* beA]ib l|on?fA A|i ^eAp5AC iJA l^rji;, 
50 Tt?-biA6 OfciiTt 50 T?AT)t) 5AU rp^fi 
A3tif At) cufb e}U boSj "pblAi)!}, * 

Acc cuf A Ajttf 2I0& BeA3 AiijaiT)- 

I ?t)|l|f bo r3^S^ «^^«' ^h ^^^^' '^ic saint here itidicatea to Oiaio Ihat 
he wfta wen pleased with his narrative ; and urged liim to proceed , for It 
15 to be suprosed that Oisin grew Bilent for a time* thinking mournfully 
ut" tile great atliie dementis he had witneBsed of old. 
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P. Why is it that the Fians shouted, 

pleasant Oisin relate to me ; 

Do not forget, I implore, thy narration, 
Delightful is thy account of it [to me]. 

[arrived ! 
0. 'Twas not a shout of exultation, Patrick, recently 
That the Fenians raised at that time. 
But a shout of sorrow and misery, 
A shout of lamentations and [deep] woe ! 

P. Why is it that the Fenians wailed ? 

1 long to hear thee reveal the cause ; 
'Tis likely as thy lay goeth on, 
That Oscur was in a perilous position. 

0. This was why the Fenians wailed, 
Patrick of the clerics, truly ; 
The third blow given by Meargach of the blades, 
Left Oscur weak upon the ground. 

When we beheld Oscur down. 
We and the rest supposed him dead ; 
But 'twas not long till the valorous hero 
Arose alive and stood up. 

Oscur, saith Fionn of the Fians, 
Thy body was never seen laid 

On the clay of the earth till to-day, 
By any Wo however mighty his hand. 

1 verily believe, saith Meargatch of the blades. 
That Oscilr will be feeble without delay, 
And the rest of the Fians, 

But thou and Aodh Beag only. 

« Sai) Ai)^n), literally without spirit, meaning that he was a lifeless 
corpse. 
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o fte^fi^AS 1 1 on? Aji bo cofi|>, 

i;i b-«45Al bo*Tj "plii^DtJ bo c^^^ijij. 

Cu)rni?l6, A Ofcuft^, Ati Co^jjttj iijaoI, 
bo iuic-in) ba'i? 7^bf^')u 5«l^ *^1^ ; 

bo t^^r^J^iSir *^«> fl***i5^!i^ Th]wh 

4>o f pfieA5 Coi)&i> Of cii^i 4^|5^ 

A*f tuj A5A16 50 b^iM Aji ^beA|t5AC c|t&4i?; 
-0] ^aca8 ):6f y A Plj^cnAic ! 
CAC bob' ^e^]Vft ]b||t bjf Uoc- 

43ob' fe fUb AT} CAC bA 6|AT), 

A PbactlAlc! DA 3-cllAtt 3AT) go; 

cAfc 5At> fof a6, cac 3A0 p^Tttc, 
CAC 5AIJ trAOi)A A t?5Ai\b 5le6. 

4>o fej Ai> bif bob' Aili>e ctjeAf^ 
Of cujt A5Uf 2l)eA]i5Ac A beA^i it?^ ; 
At) b^fiA I A. Ap b"ceAcc ueojtjj 
Af tjfoft b'Aicije A 3"cl6 tJ^ fS^litj. 

M] liAib b^ll ba j-cofipAib cAoiiji 

5AT) ItjAI) C|t^ACC| Ua 501 UtJtJ ; 

buiTjpe A'f bo cAc t)]o|t ^yieAOO- 

21 Ofcuiti! cwTTi)tJt& 5u|i Ub' l^iri), * 
^>o m]z 3|tuA3Ac AO 43u|i) Oj]t^^ 
rt^a citftc^fi le ^eA|t5Ac a|i 3-cul c^. 
ij| A|it?ib biiiT>i> cu, ATI "FloijTj ijA b-'pblAtJ^, 

> l3ACAf, nu8 ia the name by wMch t!ie crowD of the head is koown ; 
and it 18 generally believed that talented men lose the Imir off thia part 
of their head at an early age. The celebrated poet Cftrolan is represented 
as a bald-pated man in a print prefijced to Hardiman'i Irish Minsmls^, 
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0. The Fenians completely defy thee, 

Stern Meargach of the green blades ; 

As I have reddened thy body, 

The Kans need not dread thy power. 

Kemember Oscur, saith Conan Maol, 
Thy fall to the Kans will be a loss ; 
Kemember every hard battle 
Thou sustained for the hosts of Fionn. 

Conan roused the noble Oscur, 
And he boldly faced the powerful Meargach ; 
I have never yet seen, Patrick, 
A better fought battle between two heroes. 

That was the battle that was severe, 

Patrick ! of the clerics, without doubt ; 

A battle without cessation, a battle without partiality, 

A battle without intermission in fierce conflict. 

The two were of the fairest feature, 
Oscur and Meargach I say ; 
On the second day on the approach of evening, [ed. 
That their form or appearance could not be distinguish- 
There was not a spot of their smooth bodies 
Without trace of scars and wounds of blades. 
From the top of their heads to the sole of their feet, 
To us and the rest it was not pleasant. 

Oscur ! remember it was by thy hand, 
The wizard of Dunore fell ; 
If by Meargach thou art vanquished, 
We recognise thee not, saith Fionn of the Fians. 

« C|te^, or boijij cji^icc, used poetically for ctiois, the foot ; however, 
boi)i7 ctiitucc, or hoi)t) ctto|5, means the sole of the foot. 

» t)ui) 6|ti, i.e., the fortress of gold. There are three localities in Ire- 
land bearing this name— one of which (Dunore) is situated in the county 
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O. N^c cujrijjT) leAC 511^ ce^oi? bo by 

o TjAC i)-4ieT:>i5ceA^ Ijijt) bo 51)^1 r, 
clo|i)ce-A|i l|tji> 5^c cjiitc bo glofu 

Mac cit^ri>|Tj le^c ca|i ^f aij ajp, 
5utt leAc^ bo tu\z T!;a]Ic m^c T^|ieo|i?? 

*'r 3^^ 3*1 rsi^®*^ aV cji^At) fi^^Si 

bo CU5 «. CUA|i* At* AtJ t-T^^iutJi 

Ba &eA|it \\]}t) u]\e, Ai) ^lAijtj^ 
U^^ft b-pAbA on i>"bif A^ t:-6A5 } 
bA 5e^|t^ gtifi b'AO|b]ijij bujoij, 
A|i b-cuiqtij 5A0 Iwc bo'o ^eAft cfi&AO. 

C|A tujc ATt caUii) A1) UoCj 

A 5-C|ieACA|b &A5A bA|l l|l?t>5 

b'6i^5|6 50 caIti)a n?eA|i Aitff, 

A'r bubAiftc, ir ^F T^ *3o'd )^\}t\i}i}. 

'Do Bj AT) ^e5|i5 A b-pojuf bw|i?i)j 

A'f bo cii|5eA& bo*T> Fb^ioy ^'f ^^o cl^c ; 
50 mo cujbe At) bjT- Uoc, 
^ rSiitt Of) tJSlco 50 la* 

t)o UbA||i 7^10139 Ti-TT t)^ I^IT* CAlnjA, 
Af bubA]]tc 5U|t njAife boib AfiAOt) ; 
fCAOtJA 5V 5-CAC ho cofl A c^jlej 
30 l>-ei^5j& 5|i&]ije A rpS^T^Ac Ue. 

21 bubAfftc ^eA|t5AC rJA TJjUf UirOj 
tf cuibe flu, A pbl^Tj rf?|c CurijAiU, 
aV V]0]i ca|llA|8 |1|A1TJ l|om A tj5le|c, 

Iaoc If c|i&iTje DCATic A f luc* 

of Kerry ; the Fort del Or of the Spaniards near Smerwick ; the secoad 
iB now a castellated rock in the sou thorn shore of Capo Clear in Cork; 
and the third h in the county of Me«th. There is an Ossianic Poem in 
oiir coUectioni entitled eAccftA An tim^^^in ^^i>lt^» i.e-, The Adventures 
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0. Dost not thou remember hotr powerful was 
Nosniadh, the flower of Dunore ; 
As we recognise not thy conntenance, 
Let us always hear thy voice. 

Dost thou not remember after the slaughter^ 
That it was by thee Tailc Mac Treoin fell ? 
And each hero and mighty host, 
That made a journey towards the Fians. 

We, the Fenians all, perceived, 
That death was not far from the two ; 
Twas not long till we were joyful, 
On the feeble fall of the mighty man. 

Though the hero feU to the ground, 
In the spasms of death, as we thotight. 
He arose quickly and fiercely again. 
And saith, " this is sad for the Fians." 

The evening was nigh at hand, 
And the Fians and all conceived, 
That it was better the two heroes 
Should cease from the conflict for the night. 

Fionn spoke to the mighty men, 
And said it would be to the renown of the two. 
To give up the battle of one accord. 
Till the rising sun on the morrow. 

Meargach of the green blades said. 
That is but just, Fionn Mac Cumhaill ; 
And I never yet encountered in battle, 
A hero mightier in strength and vigour. 

of the Big Fool» or Simpleton ; in which reference is made to 5ttUA5Ac 
of Wjui) Ai) 6]tt, which may refer to either locality. This poem wiil 
appear in our Transactions at some future period. 
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bo l5 t)d b*0]6c^, A^txf 30 bn^t, 
T)Q 3UTI b&f b<? ceACi^A]t 6ii|t>tf> 

ATj a^bce fit? aV b^ c|i§Acc^c C|fji?; 
3AI) bti]J, 5A1? bU6, 3Atj rei&TTtj. 

a|t IJA tn^tlAC A|i ArijAJtC Ia6j 

bV^iJf^lS ^ <^^lle Atj bir 30 b|Ai> ; 
bA caIh^a TjeAjic aY 3i?ionj l&Ti?A^ 
Aji cAlAm ba b-c3i|t)|3 ItjAlij. 

<Dob' |Ab f 6b^ A PI>ac|t^^c, Ao btf, 
bA 54i^be, aY bA cit^fue a tj5le5 ; 
Ylf ^fi^l^T^ ^<^ cufneAfe AfceAC 30 ct}kn)t 
Iai?d b'A Uim* bl^ b-pACAfe f Of, 

M| frACAf f6|* bif njAti jAb, 

A T)eAfic> A T^iAUj f)^ b-^jt6Aij luc; 
A 3-caIii?acc, a fniii^j aY ^ hjitTJ^ag, 
aY a l>-TTt?l^c A|i njeAijiuAiijj tj^ft lionj. 

Nj f ACA6 a f ATlJllll f Ub A]lAOt>, 

A3 fwlA03 c|ton)'b6in)eAi>i) cyiuAfb j 
A3 3eA|i|tA6 ^eoU, aY cij^Af caoii?, 
A3 feAfAiij 3AI? f leAfej 5AI} f aAij, 

21 b*cfie]fe/ a b-C[ife|ije, Y* ^^t 
jAt* ceijtc© A b-Fai?t; V TjbSvil; 
bo bj AT? bff 5Atj fsttjt o'o Tj5T>jom, 
bo t5 t)6 b'oj&ce A||t ^cAb bejc U- 

* U111F b'A lAm a ncori 0^ thtir hands. Specimen* of the aworda unjd 
1*7 the ftncient Irish can be seen in the hall of tho Mansion-house, 
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0. From this night forth, stem Meargach, 
I will not by thee nor by Fionn ; 
Neither by night nor by day, nor for ever, 
Until either of us is dead. 

The two brave heroes relinquished the battle 
For that night, and sorely wounded. 
Were their bodies,' flesh and bone. 
Without vigor, without fame, without force. 

On the morning of the morrow. 
The two encountered each other fiercely ; 
They were the strongest and mightiest of arm, 
That ever came on earth. 

These, Patrick, were twain, 

The roughest and mightiest in battle ; 
The most skilful to strike unto the bone, 
A lance off their hand, that I have seen yet. 

Two like them have not yet been seen. 

In strength, in pursuit, or in robust agility ; 
In prowess, in swiftness, and in courage, 
And in feats of dexterity I apprehend. 

I have not seen the like of the two. 
In enduring heavy severe blows ; 
In cleaving flesh, and soft skin. 
Or in enduring without food or repose. 

In might, in strength, and in agility, 
Without want of feats or deeds ; 
The two gave not up the action. 
For day or night during ten days. 

Dawson* street, Dublin, which no man of the present daj could wield 
with one arm. 
' In other copies a b-cfxeAr^l^* 
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^f mo^ AT) tjaffie 64i!?i> A|^*ot>j 
fAO z^'y) 5le6 ^iT* ^?* UiijA, 

^, 21 Of cu^fi ! If cu 4f C]m4|b Urfj, 

bo 6u|Cjii) \]otr} If & c]i]oc 

A|i 21)6^115*6, aY bo l]otj v* b-'p'?|^t)t?. 

O- Ni !)-§ n?o cfifoc ija cjt^oc i>* b-pljTAt)ij, 

ciiic|rtj rtjA|i lu^vbAfti leb' l^fTfj^ 
A]t Of cu|i t?4 tt^fbce reAT^Tj, 

4>0 3UC OfCtllt 0A Ut>D t)5§A|t, 

TJ]0|l b-pAbA 50 t)-bubAl|lC CAfl fejf , 

Ai> ceAijp 5lo|t ^eAfi5AC, b* Ti>A)c ftiAt). 

B[A|8 cu Ajt bjc bib T)a f tiAty, 

A ^beA|t5A|5 cfioAiS ! Afi Of cu^i ^15 ^ 
^6 juft Siiic A|i b]c c(Di>j 

i?o 6An)f A, njAft TTjuiSifij ^ti Uft. 

Nfofi b'pAbA bu^i^i) cAob Afi cAob, 

A3 fetcfiAri) aV A5 6ifC€Adc leo; 
50 TiAib ^eAfi5AC A]i cul fs^ice, 
A5 Ofcu|i i>A Tt?-b6fii?eAW 5-chua|8. 

M| b-pitAift r3l^ 1)^ fOf Ab d OfcuTi, 

Act 5 AC b^im CO] I5 b5k leA^Ab 50 ceAi>i7, 

A b-]*6l|tCeAl)lJ AT) C0l1?tlA]C C|tWAl&, 

bo ^)JjeATi5AC, 3ii|i buAjT) a ceATjr; I 
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0. stem Meargach of the green blades, 
Saith Oscur, stoutly and aloud, 
Great is the shame to us both. 
That the conflict is on our hands so long. 

M. Oscur ! ^tis thou that hast the hardiest hand. 
That ever played with me ; 
Thy fall by me will be the end, 
Saith Meargach, and the end of all the Fians. 

0. It is not my end, nor the end of the Fians, 
stern Meargach of the green blades, 
To fall, as thou sayest, by thy hand, 
Saith Oscur of the stern words. 

Oscur of the sharp blades assumed 

Courage, though weak was his appearance ; [said. 
It was not long afterwards till the boastful Meargach 
It would be well if we took repose. 

Thou shalt not take food or repose, 
stern Meargach ! saith noble Oscur, 
Until thou art beheaded. 
Or that I, as thou boas test, shall have fallen. 

Not long were we on both sides. 
Ministering and listening to them ; 
Till Meargach was behind his shield. 
Prepared for Oscur of the severe blows. 

Oscur did not give him rest or quarter. 
But severely dealt each fierce blow ; 
At the close of the severe combat, 
Of Meargach he cut his head. 
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Vf c46 s^ift cAo^ijce 50 CTIUA16 ; 

LoiJ5Ab3iij rD^c BftuAfbit) i?a t)-eAc; 
CiAtibi^t? ^b' ^osaIUc a b-c|ieAf* 

Sul ^6 5-CU5ATtJ C^f3 AT? CACAj^ 

Of cit|i bA cftu^T; JAU cufi A f Ufrt) ; 

bo b| IjdTjcA bo CttfeACCA|b ^6bAl, 

o ^ljeA|i5AC c|i56a ija 5-CHUA& 5D|ori7* 

Rli5ATljA]l AIJ UOC CAlnjA, 

o ArtjA^c 1JA b'-peAti rD6|i-cfieAi>,^ 

A f b']A]l|l CeAb A|t TPbT"^!?!) ^f» t^'Cttf, 

bill bo coiijTtAC n})c ^QbeATiSAjs f&]0. 

Ml0|i Aoocu|^ "Fioot? bo'i? Iaoc c^^b, 
bill bo corij"|tAc le CiAjtb^ij njeA|t; 
bo cuiucaS lei56At pe a cijelUJAjb, 
> If 3cafi]t 50 tDO bo|li5 *^ufOT A17 pflAtt, 

> To show how varioiiB copies of the poem dififer ; as indeed do all our 
Ossianic and other composition a, whea traEecribed by illiterate icribes, 
we quote the following Btan2a& from Mr, 0* Grady ^9 copy, which was 
written in 1845, by an intelligent blacksmith, named Griffiu, in Eilrusli, 
county of Clare i— 

bA boftb poJAlUc A b-euf 5le6 ; 
qseAC Am ^CAJV attj £0|tV." 

Upon the fall of etout Meargajcli, 
Who was ferce and destructiTf^ in the beginning of battle j 
His son said in an unpleasant tone, 
Xiet a man meet me hercp 
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0. We, the Fenians, raised a shout of triumph, 
And the foe a bitter wail ; 
The son of Meargach of the spears said, 
Let a man from among you come to meet me ? 

There came in his presence to face him, 
Longadan, the son of Brodin, of the steeds ; 
The name of the son of Meargach of the swords, 
[Was] Ciardan, the avenger in battles. 

Before I render an account of the battle,* 
Pity that Oscur should not be immortalized. 
He was covered with huge wounds, 
By heroic Meargach of the hard deeds. 

We brought the magnanimous hero [with us], 
From the sight of the great mighty men ; 
And he asketh leave of Fionn first 
To go fight Meargach's son. 

Fionn would not consent that the noble hero. 
Should go to fight Ciardan the swift ; 

. Healing medicine was applied to his wounds, 
And soon to us it was sad. 

« Again:— 

" 5UI A b-CU5A& CUAIUrsbAl A1) CACA, 
OrcuTi hA CtlUAJ 5A1? A C\X\i A fUttl) t 
bo h] cefiji) ctifeACCAc VAt)V$ 
5A0 CApA 5A1) tlJOAbAJtl 5^9 lU]c !•♦ 

* Before I relate the account of the battle, 
Pity that Oscar would not be noticed ; 
He was sick, wounded, and weak. 
Without agility, without sense, without strength I 



^ Again : 



•*5o cijeAtbA 6 AtijAitc c^^c." 
Mildly from the gaze of the rest. 
10 




aV luce fHfiAfbAll' t?A COtTjSStll, 

^V ^l^^T^ b-pi\bA b6|b A D5le|c, 

Ai? CAU cu|]teA6 njAc B^iuAibji;? Alt ^^€65 1* 

*Do cu|c, A Pb^c^Aic, b*^|t b-'plj^jijij, 
le CfA|tbatj, A T>-AODA|i, AT? cfeAb l4; 

bA 6Afci?tb bttfT>^ ttAfTjrj a^* tiM>Uc.' 

*Do cufc leff AtJ bA|ia u, 

5Atj beA]i5A6 Aft A coe^f cAo^ii?; 
ba c^Ab f^eAft bA CAlm^ ^^t, 

A PIxa^^jtAlcl bA 6ubA6 AD C^ltlJ, 

Mr; cAi> bo coi?Ai|ic ^oll rtjAC ^SfiijA, 

CiAtibat} A5 cio|ibA8 i>A flwAS; 

bo ^luAjf p^iu UA c5ii?6A|1, 

aY ijjoii b-fAbA A|i Ufi 50 b*|:iiA]|i« 

Ja|i b-GutqiD bo Cbf A|ibAi> t*^ 3oU, 
bo 5^11** *^*^ 5l^|TD, aY bo cAOfij cite; 
bo 5&]|t l& iLit^^ir* At? pi)iAi>T7, 
5^6* irj^p f Adfi lAb 6 6)omh^6* 

T;&|ij|5 beAitbjiivcA]!! bo Ch^^^jibkVj 
h\j\ bA coii?-A|i>|n) VtAS^fj njeAft ; 
b* cji56a caIjija fe rrjAft UoCi 
aY <^|* ^<^AbAf i)A 'pe^jTjrje bYojA^ii gac.* 

1 lu£C nte^fbAl^ i.e-, attendaats, or persona io wait upon him, niirttei, 
s f^66. Of peocAb, to fade, wither, or decay, 

« but, jlomer ; by which the poet ipdicatei that the fiower of tlie 
Fenian army were akin in the engaferaent. 
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0. When we left our hero, 

Feebly laid upon a bed of repose, 

And attendants with him, 

We made towards the battle I announced. 

Ciardan encoimtered stoutly, 
With Longadan the tough in battle. 
Nor long were they in the conflict, 
When the son of Brodin was put to death I 

There fell, O Patrick, of our Fians, 
By Ciardan alone, on the first day. 
One hundred and ten of hardy men. 
Sad to us was the loss of the flower [of our hosts]. 

There fell by him on the second day. 
Without his smooth skin being reddened. 
Two hundred men with sinews strong, 
Patrick ! sorrowful was the deed. 

When Goll Mac Morna beheld 
Ciardan sweeping away the hosts. 
He himself went forth to meet him. 
And 'twas not long till he laid him low. 

On the fall of Ciardan by Goll, 

He shrieked and yelled, and his friends wailed ; 
The Fenians shouted with gladness, 
Though they were not free from sorrow. 

A brother of Ciardan arrived, 

Whose name was Liagan the active ; 

He was a hero valorous and stout, 

And the bravest of the Fians he challenged. 

♦ t5'^o5A]tt CAC, he proclaimed battie, i.e., he challenged the best among 
the Fians to combat. 



us 



fjja|t b-p^b^- 66 1 b A5 ffubAl, 

f>u^ffi b] CdfTiii) fijAc Lu^A^b A]i lap. 

bo tufc f6|o aV t^fe^b bo'i) b-T^&ii)0; 
le LiA5aij c]i66a m 4kOt}^ji^n* 

A 5-c6m6a]l Li^^aftj, Aft ceAcb bo UtAfp^ 
If bAoc bo ciiA]|tb A ^Ifi rijAOill 

JA|t b-c^Acx bo Cljop^i) A b-po5uf bo, 
bo C65 itA5atj 50 cjio^A A l^]n), 
\f cjieife o|ic ^t? feA]* A|i bo cul, 
i>a n>if6 jtonjAb^ A|i CoijItO' 

4>'v6aC LfA54tTj Clt&3A T)A 6jAf5j 

aV bft CAP* A!) |A|i|lACr, A5 CotJ^UJ 

ijj Tt&ii)j5 leif |:6ACA|i) cAft Atn 

AT? CeA)CJl> 5tt|l f3A|l 5 UA tt^Ufl^&Al ! 

N|0|1 feAf Ajlij CotJ^lJ A!) bAll, 

A^f TJJO|l lA^I]! peA|l A CeACC A 1J-I^]C1 

bo jluAif bo cofji |ieACA fAO| u b-'pjAODj 
A'f bo CAjc A Iatk) 5r a lain?. 

*I>VfAFrtA|6 "pAolaij bo't) b-feA|i njAol, 
cfi&Ab f :Svc i>^it feAfiijAjb at; bAll, 
3ttr* TJ^iiieAC Ai> 5D|ori7 bo )\]t)Uf 
A'f 5it|t le ccaIs cu|c t^A5ai} auu. 

' H^lt &|Ai) A 3-CAc, no I powerful in haiiU. In thia Btaaza Conan ie 
represcnki! as the greatest of cowarda. He never aouglit praiae for an j feat 
he performBd, aud very juatly, because be did notbing to boast of, having 
exhibited the mgat glaring acta of cowardice ou everj oeeaaion. On tbla 
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0. There arrived in his company, 

Ceirin, the son of Lughaidh, of the vehement hand ; 
Not long were they engaged, 
* When Ceirin the son of Lughaidh fell. 

Another of the Fianna arrived. 
Whose name was Magnus Mac Lobharain ; 
He with one hundred of our men fell 
By Liagan the heroic alone. 

Conan, never potent in battle. 
And who never sought fame for valour or deeds, 
Went to meet Liagan, who when he came in his pre- 
sence, 
Said, " silly is thy visit, thou bald man !" 

When Conan came nigh to him, 
Liagan fiercely raised his hand ; 
More dangerous for thee is the man behind, 
Than I before thee, saith Conan. 

Liagan the heroic looked behind. 
And quick was the blow made by Conan ; 
Before he could look forward. 
His head was severed from the neck ! 

Conan did not maintain his groimd. 
Nor did he ask any to take his place ; 
He ran with all haste towards the Fians, 
And flung his blade from his hand. 

Faolan enquireth of the bald man. 
Why he did not maintain his ground ; 
That he was guilty of a shameful act. 
And that 'twas by treachery Liagan fell. 

occasion, however, he was cunning enough to alarm his antagonist Liagan, 
falsely telling him of an attack from the rear ; and thus avail himself 
of the opportunity, whilst he looked backwards, to cut off his head. 
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O. 4D^ b-ci3eA6 l^ofijf^ le })-Aor)h^]rt), 

A1) fluAS CjlfeAO bo CUjt CUfl) bei]f ; 

le cells, v]0]i v^V' h^^ ^t> beAjtc, 

A r 1)1 b-|!A5bA0ir pofS ATDe^rs DA b-pjAW. 

)n)Ci5, Alt T^AoUij, 5f ^jtb, 

A'r sIac Ab Ui]it) bo Iai)1) Ajt^f ; 

aY t^63Al]t CAC CAlflJA C^tobA, 

A|i ^eA]t bo'i) c-fl65 n)^f Si^]\, ijo Ajt 6]|*» 

N] 5eAbAb bo cori)A]|ile, a|i Cot^^ij, 
3)6 b'6 A3u]b le'jt o^fi tijo gt^iori); 
|:63|ia6 ^S^i) cac aY cori)|iAC, 
A]t ^eA|t T)6 66 bo't) c-fluAj-buiSio* 

'CjllAll Alt) 6:iVllfe, A]! pAoUf), 

aV coi)3bAi8 Uri) Ijoit) Aijijf a i)31|a6 ; 
n)^\ cujCjit) 6An) le'i) c6 qoctfAf, 
3A]]t!D cu3Ab peAjt bo'i) phiAiji)' 

N] ]tACAb Art) AOI)A]t Apt), 

T)^ ^5f Ab 6ailn, A]t At) ^eA]t rt)Ao] ; 
b^ tt)0 cu]C]rt) b^ri)|*A a )^bAol^]T), 
T)]0|i b'6 Art) bAtt) bejc A3 3IA06AC ! 

V'^]\l rt)A|t AOl) l]Ott)^ A ^]|l Tt)AOll, 

aY cAbA||t leAc A|t1f bo Iat)i) ; 

1)^ ^Al) Art) ^OCA^jt T1)af ^^l leAC, 

rt):2vf eA3Al leAC c;ivc bob' ceApi) ! 

<t)0 C]tlAll pAoUl) Af AD peAjt n)Aol, 

30 |i^D3AbA|t A |iAOD coy A]t co]x ; 

AD ^IC DA llA^b tlAS^D Ajt U|t, 

A pbAol^]D I A]t COD^D; b] Ab cofb ? 
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O. If I could by one blow 

Put the mighty host to death, 

By artifice, I would not blush at the deed, 

And they would not be sheltered by the Fians. 

Go, saith Faolan, loudly, 
And take thy sword in thy hand again. 
And proclaim battle fiercely and heroically. 
To one of the host if they will, or to two. 

I shall not take thy advice, saith Conan, 
Whoever of you is ashamed of my act, 
Let himself proclaim battle and fight, 
Against one or two of the host. 

Approach with me, saith Faolan, 

And give me a helping hand in the battle ; 
If I fall by him that comes. 
Call to thy aid one of the Fians. 

I shall neither go there alone. 
Nor yet with thee, saith the bald man ; 
TV ere I to fall, O Faolan, 
Then it would be too late for me to call ! 

Come along with me, bald man. 
And bring with thee again thy sword ; 
Stay not with me if thou likest, 
If thou art afraid of losing thy head. 

Faolan and the bald man proceeded. 
Till they both reached step by step, 
The place where Liagan lay, 
Faolan ! saith Conan, be silent ? 
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A^f bo |i|C 50 ceAUU FAO| ATj b-Tf^fejuij; 

-iifi feAb^f 1*105 ^^^ * 5-c5iTtj'5leic. 

tlo ci\|fj|3 50 l)-^Ar34 't)A conjb&il, 

Iaoc f<yjiifi^t}t^ b* 5^71^ 3l6|t; 

t>Aol-C|Ab^ bo py^^t 4 4p|ti7, 

NjO|\ b-fTA&A bo'l) &jf ^ 6-C|t0lb UA lAt?^, 

50 b*fACArtjA]t, aY bA JfieAijO T*® ciic ; 

pAol^t) Cl^fbe, Alt T)3A|lb UoCj 

A|t 661 f^fefce A5 tJAolc^Ab A^ij. 
<I>0 c6t;bAbA]l cAc 5^|ttA 5ti|i?% 

bo £55bAiDAi]ifj6 55t|icA 301I 

z\ie C|i6i3]0i) A wific bo pljAoUi) t 

4>o ciiaIai^ Ofcu]i A]t i)-u<i]U 5^ I It, 

A|t A le^bA Tt}4kjl A ItAfb 50 fAIJIJ ; 
ca A^ CAC CO|CCeAT)l7 A^ f^, 

aY pI be|6 neAc bo'tj pb^pjij ^iotijaitj |?AOf c@At)i7t 

t1jo|i b-pAbA 50 b-^ACAroA|t A5 ceACc, 
At) l^NOc TrjeA|i cAlrtjA A|t cftfeAO liic ; 
Tj]0|i b-peAT* bupjij 311]! Ab 6 b| at?!?, 
3ii|t beAf>i)U|5 30 ceAflTjf A b'T^b|oijti. 

4>0 f AOjl m^i A T^JIQ^ ! A|t ffe. 

At? cAtj cwaU|& Ay 3A||t feobfioiT?; 

t?AC tlAlb IaOC Of3A|tt5A A|t A1> 3-ct)oc, 

A*f bu|De A3uib x)^ |iA]b bed I 

1 ipC,, The darkJiaired. 
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The bald man raised his sword 
And ran quickly towards the Fians ; 
Faolan loudly proclaimed battle 
To the bravest of the foe single-handed. 

There came quickly to meet him, 
A valiant hero with bombastic talk, 
Daolchiabh was his usual name. 
And his shield and spear were in his right hand. 

The two were not long fighting with their swords 
Till we saw, and to our foes it was a cause of joy, 
Faolan the active, our brave hero. 
Behind his shield by noble Daolchiabh. 

They [the enemy] raised a shout of joy. 

Though sorrowful they wept at the death of Liagan ; 

We raised a shout of wailing 

For the failure of his strength by Faolan ! 

Oscur heard our loud shout 
In his bed where he was feebly laid ; 
The battle is general, saith he. 
Before I arrive the Fians will be all beheaded ! 

It was not long till we saw approaching, 
The stout swift hero in full speed ; 
We knew not that 'twas he was there 
Till he courteously saluted Fionn. 

I imagined, Fionn I saith he, 
When I heard the sorrowful wail, 
That there was not a brave hero left on the hill. 
And that not one of you was left alive ! 
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A5 5eA|t|tA6 t^eaU, COUP, ^'^V cij&nj, 

A TJ-ATijA]lC A|IA01J bA i^ttlAS I 

"to'l^Ttft IPfOIJO Aft A15 Uoc caWaj 

Ofcu|i Ai5eATjCA Tf ^ Ua6aitij, 

bul At%]f ^A]i Aif bo'i) burj> 

*'r 5^^ F**|T^AC f 5 luc AT? ^leo. 

N] |lACAb CAJI ID Aff, A pljlTJIJ Cl^l^ ! 

Afi OfCu|% t?^Ti cl4|c A i?31|a8 ; 
d5 30 b^^Aici^eAb C|A acq bo'tj bj|*, 
bo ttifct?eA|' f AT? 05tj]oiij le Ij-^aj. 

*Do b| If^AoUij b^ iftAOCAb 50 luSft, 
A5 4>AolciAb 50 cjtoSA, ceAw; 

A TPTjJ^oUn) ! Afl OfCHfl OA Ul>t) IJ5feA|tj 
0*f feAC T^AolAUj aY bA CftUA]6 A cAf j 

A|v Ofcuft le b|on?M6 ^t)a 50U|f i 

A ^Ia^C tJA Uoc CAItTJA^ Aft f &, 

nj^ itticlnj ^A i;]t^f3 ii^o cujf . 
£0^'f ciifC|ii> biiic I© 4)AolciAb 

A "pbAoUitj ! cjA b^Atj A tfiom f I63 ; 

cujcpeAbf A A5Uf fluA3 t?a b-p^Ai^t?, 
tj5 cu|cpi6 *DAolciAb Ab 6eo|3. 

Ca\n)mii * 'FbAolaji) ! A|i Ofctifi CTt^Aij, 
3uit b'ionj6A Iaoc bo t^}z Ub' llviiiji 
A'f pAC cu^be 8ufC a IJ-AltAtlC 1)A b-7^jAtHJf 
5AD feAf^iij le '1>Aolc|Ab a tj-bA|l, 



155 

0. Faolan and Daolchiabh were 
In battle and hard conflict ; 
Cleaving fleshy body and bones^ 
To see them both was pitiful I 

Fionn asked the chivalrous hero, 
Oscur the magnanimous, I mean, 
To go back again to the Dun, 
And not to remain under the excitement of the fight. 

I shall not reium, noMe Fionn ! 
Saith Oscur who was not feeble in battle. 
Until I see which of the two it is 
That will fall in the action. 

Faolan was greatly overpowered 
By Daolchiadh the valiant and stout ; 
Faolan ! saith Oscur, of the sharp blades. 
Thy fall by Daol would not be pleasant to me. 

Faolan gazed, and perilous was his position, 
On Oscur, with grief in his countenance, 
prince of heroes brave, saith he. 
If I fall, forsake not my cause. 

If thou fallest by Daolchiabh, 

Faolan ! though fierce his great hosts. 
The Fenian hosts and I shall fall. 
Or Daolchiabh shall fall after thee. 

Kemember, Faolan ! saith the valiant Oscur, 
That many a hero fell by thy hand. 
And that it ill becomes thee before the Fians 
If thou stand not with Daolchiabh hand to hand. 
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A'f bo co5b4n)A|t jHfTi 5t*T^t> Tf>*T* ^'§^3 ! 
21 biib^jftc Ofcufi bo ^uc Afib, 

5Atj ft?0|U le fe&|t5 flt^tS^e T^bl^Jt)- 

Nt f5*|tpAbf ^ ^|l pAoUt) TJA Ui?tj, 

50 b-cuicp|& liotij cu|le bo'tJ c-floj; 
l^ny l^lTi) K^lii? 0^ h-AOU^^'^Df 
n}un^ 5-cu|icAtt le c^c n>fe a|i ^065 ! 

^ jm]h ^ OtriPi *> TJ^ CAD b[i§A5, 
Cfi&Ab T)Ac CAC co|cceADi),, ceA^ij, 

>. a pij^c|iATc I T?|0|t jtj^e leir at? b-'pfejDi?, 

5Ai> fid^A 5l|Ats bo CAbA]Ttc bo c^c ^ 
tjjoft |ot}Ti?u]i) leo C6AI3 TjA iijeAy5, 
fjeAC bo*Tj b]ieAnj ij|0|i b'& cat|U 

N|0|i 6|ulcu|5 Ai> T^hlAiJO lie DA l|DD> 
A 5-CAC D^ 5-co|Ti)eAr5uti citfejD fUj, 
CAc cojcceADO DO AD aodati, 

bo t:AbA]|t€ b'AOD b']A|l|:A6 &* 

p. l)ob' ctiATiAr5b&]l 50 ^joft Uad, 

50 b-]:A5rDA0ib c^iiocDU5A& At> caca c|iua|6j 

ijo A|i c«|c AD pSA^ boitb ubj 

b^ D30f|tceAfi bo 5dac Icac 'pAol^D ? 
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Not long were we thus [situated] 
Till we saw, and pleasant was the sight, 
Daolchiabh by Faolan beheaded, 
And we raised for his death a shout of triumph ! 

Oscur saith in a loud voice. 
Let them all come at once, 
And they shall encounter a fierce general battle 
Without delay from the wrathful Kan-host. 

I shall not give up, saith Faolan of the blades. 
Till more of the host shall fall, 
By my own hand in single combat, 
Unless they put me to death. 

Eelate, Oisin, and tell no lie. 

If ye, the Fenians, were the most expert. 
Why was it that a determined general battle 
Meargach and his hosts did not encounter at first ? 

Patrick ! it was not customary with the Fenians 
Not to give choice of the fight to their foes. 
They cherished not treachery nor malice 
'Twas not the fame of any of the tribe. 

The Fians refused not to give during their time 
Battle or contest of mighty hosts. 
General battle, or single combat. 
To any one who sought it. 

Thy narrative follow truly 

Till we find how the hard battle ended. 
Or did that mighty hero fall. 
Whom so often thou calledst Faolan? 
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O. CA|t fe]f *Df)AolcjAb bo cii|i curt? b^ff ; 

bul bo coti^ftAC 5A0 clt||tbe A|t h]6f 
l« Utoc efle bo f luAif Clt|C* 

b*^65Aiti 50 ctiuAi6 CAC ^|i cite; 
c^|T?f3 Uoc b'&]t b^ c6tii-^ii)itT?i 

1>*|Oijf A15 Aij b]f beAg-lAOC a cfejle, 
50 rfifeAi? cAln>A t;tiu<it|& ; 

^'f C-iKC 50 bub^C ]fAO| llt1J-3|tttA|ll7* 

Nl C113 pAolittj A1J bA|tA bfe]mi 
cum Cbi^it) n)|c Lacct>4 ija 3-cnuAb Utjij l 
Aij CA17 bo corjc*tD'»^t* ^5 ce^cc, 
tilogA^T) CAilce b^ bjae^^A 3i>iiif. 

Oo cu|C CfAt) iD<xc L^crtJA le 'P^ol^i?, 
ful ^4^ b-c^ii>|3 Aij |ttt>3A7i) cu3Aii?u) 
bo t5^1F *^^ 5^^^ *1^ 5^^ cAobj 
A3 fe|ieAii] uA beA3-iT)Tj& itb* 

t)o cd5bAb ]ie c^c 3^t*CA C40|, 
Afi Ajcpe DA it^oj-ri^tja bojb, 
bo h\ Atj T^bl^^i? iM r<^fb b^ lj*ATijAitc, 
*'r 1 *3 rPV- f Tie beoit ! 

^l^ft A ceAw bo bj Aij poiz ofibA, 

A Pb^cTtA^c ! V} 3& tiAm A liiAOjSeAtb ; 

t}] ^ACA ciif A ua bo t)btAj 

A f Arijujl bo cjAb AT* Aot} n)i)4tO\, 
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0. After putting Daolchiabh to death, 
Faolan asketh leave of Fiomi, 
To go fight without any delay • 
Another hero of the host. 

When he obtained the consent of the Kans, 
He vehementiy prodaimed battle against the foe ; 
A herb, whose name was 
Cian Mfkc Laehtna, came to meet him. 

The two brave heroes attacked each other, 
Mightily, fiercely, «nd sternly ; 
'Twas not long till we rejoiced, 
And the foe was sorrowful and gloomy. 

Faolan had hardly dealt the second blow. 
To Cian Mac Laehtna of the hard blades. 
When we beheld approaching 
A fair princess of noble features. 

Cian Mac Laehtna feU by Faolan 
Before the princess arrived ; 
The battle was relinquished on each side. 
Waiting the arrival of that fair lady. 

The enemy raised a wail of grief 
On recognising the princess ; 
The Fians were silently gazing at her. 
Whilst she incessantly shed tears ! 

On her head were the golden locks, 
Patrick I it is no falsehood to proclaim. 
Thou nor thy Ged never saw 
Such hair upon [the head of] any woman. 



tjo A]i qi|c A cfejle CAOii)^ Tt)e^\i, 
^Y A ^ir n?AC c3^V 5a1j ri^*>* 

ID^If bit|i?t? Vf bo 8jf iijAc ; 

bo 5e4bA||t A b-caf5 le bitep leAt? 

Vf n?o 6|f roACj C^Afib^D b^ cfifeAi}, 

A5Uf tlA^^U bo h\ CGAO^ A 5-CAC. 

a ni05A]i) 6<ii6, bo fai6 f]om, 

C]A 30 11)0 IfOlijCA, CA13A, C^Atj; 

bo cai^eAbATi AT) c|i|a]t ub IwASA^f , 
A 3-cAc f A i?51]a8 b^ mh]h a lut. 

A3u^ bo 5|teAb tJA bAf A 50 ion) CfiuA^ ; 

bo f jl 50 3u||tc frtAfA beoft, 

aY biibA||ic, mo b|t6t)! ca b-fuyl t^o Cfifajt ? 

<t>0 sluA^r AU ll|05AllfJ CA^lce, 

50 bfAtj A5 f 5|teAbA yib'u &ji ; 
50 n^pi3 n 5*5 be^cr Ai) a|C, 
lUA fiA^b A c^ile Y* ^ir "'^^^ *^ ^^!*" 

4>0 CjOIJol AfJ 'FblAlJIJ A\)0]]\ Y* ^)1A^* 

aY tJO qotjol C&6 n?A|i ]Ab 50 rU|C > 
Of 5<^c tAob aY ^|tb bo'o co^^j 
A3 &jfceA6c I© CAO|-3uc o<^ n^rj^. 
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0, She enquireth in a gentle voice, 

Where was Fionn, the king of the Fians, 
Or did her gentle husband fall, 
And where were her two sons ? 

Who is thy gentle husband, saith Fionn, 
Relate to us, and thy two sons ; 
If they fell on the HiU of Slaughter, 
You will get theii' history to bring home. 

The name of my husband, whose sway was great, 
[Was] hardy Meargach of the green blades, 
And my two sons were Ciardan the vaUant, 
And Liagan, who was stout in battle. 

noble princess, saith Fionn, 
Though accomplished, agile, and mighty. 
The Three thou speakest of fell 
In battle and conflict, though great their agility. 

The noble princess cried and wailed. 
And wrung her hands in dismal grief; 
She shed a bitter flood of tears. 
And exclaimed ! where are my Three ? 

The bright princess went forth 
Intensely wailing among the slain. 
Till she reached the spot. 
Where her husband and two sons fell. 

The Fians mustered east and west. 

The foe, in like manner, feebly came 

From every side and peak of the hill, 

listening to the caoin of the woman. 
11 
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O. 2t Pb^C|lA]C ! v) F^CA bo 4>l>fA^ 

bo ol^iii t^6|•, v^ »«^ P^t'); 

bo fcot A |^>Ib &] Al% 6a6 Atl o\\i ; 

bo fit) CA|I|'^A. Ajt AtJ brC^]M(|t« 

5AX^ CAp4i^ 549 lu;6, 5A9 ^|i0011t I 

4> AcftAiS A b-^Ab4P; itfAi?eAc> tuip, 

A WaCA, a b^Al, A'y A, C]W 50 te]]!, 
A t^T^uil bpV ^A5 bA i?^A3 I 

NlOjt b-pAbA &U]00, A Pb^CttAlC ! 11)A|t f ]t>, 
50 t3t-b0AQAl6 r1 A D-M^lb b^ltr 
4)0 COSA^b At> ^^llJAlb UA]U-CA01 3^Am 
A'r ^T> FblATJO r^]r) ^ V^O] 6]QiDb^8 ! 

4Do f A0lleATl)A]|t1)e A'f 1?6f c^c, 

30 b-piAin b^r At)t) 3^^ S^iri"? > 

bo C^IPIS DA CjtUC tf^lD A|t]f, 

aY bp CAD A3 CAO| AD Uo] TDAjt leADAf ! 
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0, Patrick ! thy God hath not seen. 
Nor yet thy clerics, nor thyself, 
The equal of that woman, 
In %ure, form, and countenance. 

When she stood oyer their bodies, 
She tore her hair, which was of the cotoui* of gold. 
She stretched across the Three 
Without movement, energy, or strength t 

Her beautifdl and Smooth forehead changed [colour], 
Her sparkling eyes and crimson face, 
Her cheeks, mouth, and form all over. 
Her equal to face death was woful ! 

Not long were we, Patrick 1 thus. 
Till she fell into the swoon of death ; 
The foe raised a bitter wail. 
And the Fians themselves were in grief I 

We and the foe imagined, 
That she had there died without a moan ; 
But she assumed her own shape again. 
And sung in tears the lay that follows I 






O. 



21 ^t)b^A1t5Ai3 Tj* U5UHATJ13 tJ5^*T»/ 
bob^ lomt^A 5I1A6 4i'f cfiorrj-c-d^c ; 

bo tttjc leb' cfiuA64^iii? y&^X. 

Mjoji b-peAf AC n)6 50 fU]b fijA D-blA]5, 
ctife4xcc i?a ft|AO A^t bo coftp ; 
'f ^f heA|ib liam 511^ cejl^, a J|ta6, 
aY tjAC TjeAHc Urb bo buA]8 o|ic I 

Oob* f AbA bo c|iiaU au ^h^ci-aij, 
6b' cfiv bA cAOti) 50 VjDir F^l^;^ 
bViJi?rAlS^ Vhw) A^ur t)a b-PiAtjrj, 
bo ceAl5 mo ciijAji bo'ij rij-bAf ! 

^ TbiB 18 a good spedmen of the ancient Idali caein or tameDt, and U 
also valuable aa embpdymg antS repreeenting tlie belief in omens by the 
ftnciciit Irish j a ad sufflciently bears out tlie opmion entertained by thme 
wlio closely study the early bistory of our tiountry, as to the eaistem 
origin of ita first colonisers. A fragment of this curious poem haa al- 
ready appeared in print, having been published by the late Philip F. 
Barron of Waterford, in hie Magazinei entitled Andmt Ireland ^ (See 
Lumentcttion of Ala over Mordkaitjht p^ 105, Dub. 1835) ; but a conipaTi&on 
bt^tween that and the present Tenion will show considerable varianc© 
and difference* 

^^n)X T^]i, Island o/FitiL At p. 130, note 1, referring to this term, we 
stated, on the authority of Keating, one of the most learned anti^iuEaieB of 
hia time^ that the tr^ 'FaiI, from which Ireland received the above name, 
was removed to Scotland « and thence to Westminster Abbey ; where, 
according to our author, it now lies i but since writing that note, we have 
consulted Dr. Fetrie's jintlquities of Tarn Hill, where, at page 150, the 
learned Doctor etatca that the Lia Fail is still at Tara, which importaot 
diseoyery. If we might rely on his arguments, would entitle him to the 
marked thanks of the Irish nation. He states, that after the eventful 
year, I739j it was removed &om its antient situation in the Hath, called 



THE LAY OF THE WIFE OF MEARGACH, 

I,E» OF AlLNEj OP THE BRiaHT COUNTENANCE, OYER HER 
HUSBAND AND TWO SONS WHO FELL AT CnoC-AN-A1R» 



0. 



Meargach of the sharp j^reen blades. 
Many a conflict and severe fight, 
Amidst the hosta and in single combat:, 
Came off by thy hardy hand in thy time. 

1 neyer knew that there remained after them^ 
A wound or scar npon thy breast^ 
And I feel assured, that it was treachery, love, 
And not the might of arms that overpowered thee I 

Long was thy jonrney afar, 
From thine own fair land to Innis Fail ; 
To visit Fionn and tbe Fiaaa, 
Who treacherously put my Three to death I 

the Fbrradh, to mark the grave of the inaurgeiits, slain at Tara in the 
outbreak of that year. At p. 162, he girei a wroodcut representatbn of 
this fltone, which he deacribea as but six feet high aboye ground, but that 
It^ f^M height m said to be twelve feet. It is a matter of surprise that the 
Council of the Royal Irish Academy, if they believe this to be the Lia Fail, 
has made no effort to save such a relic, leaving it thus exposed to destruc- 
tion. Surely when that body makeasuch strenuous efforts to reseue mat- 
ters of minor importance m they often do, they should not leave the Lia 
Jhi7 to merely mark the graves of rebels on Tara HUl ! Tiie idcntiStmtiou 
of the esigting atone with the Lia Fail, requires, ho\?e?er, some further 
corroboration. Taking it that the -Lia Fa i7 stood upright originally as at pre* 
Bent, and that the monarch Inaugurated, stood on the ape^ of it, while it 
audibly expressed approbation when tlie right heir occupied that position, 
we can hardly conceive that he could have found a t&Gua standi on a space 
so unfitted for an exhibition of the kind as the narrow-rounded surorait 
of this atone presents. The aceonut given by our bardic historians of the 
Lis Fail would lead one to believe that it was a email flat stone, such as 
the one now under the coronation chair in Weatminstcr Abbey, and not 
a pillar- stone six Itet above ground, and six more below, as Dr, Petrie'i 
account represents it* 





m ^^^^^^^H 


^^^^^ O. ^lotnib^^ I mo c^ile^ tt^o ce40i7r ^^^^^^^| 


^^^^H bo CA^lte^f le m^4^t)3 V^ b-'pj^ijT? ^ ^^^^H 


^^^^H mo 6fr o^Uc, ti?o 6ff mACj '^^^^l 


^^^^B 


^eA|iA^b fa^ i'^]^h 5l]A& I ^^^| 


^^^^^K 2t)o cuTi)A 1 


mo bf a6 A5Uf mo 6eoc t ^^^| 


^^^^^^H n)0 curb A 


1 mo cof5 5AC Ajftb; ^^^1 


^^^^^^1 n^o cuii^A 


I mo crti^U Ao ^mc^^O:! ^^^| 


^^^V 


^^t^lU^f mo Uoc^A C&1& t ^^^1 


^^^^K 9t)o cumA 


mo C^bi^m Aft U^r ^^^| 


^^^^^H 1170 cdrb^ 


1 Tijo f 5^c aV mo r5|AC ; ^^H 


^^^^^H 1170 ciiTfiA I 2^Ati5Ac aV C^^)\h^n, ^^^1 


^^^^^1 mo curb^ 


L|A3lki7 1 bA b]i6&3 elf Ab ! . ^^^1 


^^^^^H 2Qo GurrvA I i 


mo cofme^b a f mo bfoo^ ^^^| 


^^^^^H v}0 


1 mo b|ti5 A5Uf mo ceAoo; ^^H 


^^^^^H Ti?D curpA 


I b'6 At boflb D olc, ^^1 


^^^^H n^ cait)A Auocu I Y\h 50 ^4i}f? I ^^H 


^^^^H ^0 ciimA 


mo luc^^lft aV ^^ it^^^nth ^^1 


^^^^^^H mo cum^ 


t mo 3eAll AT)l^ 5 AC ^ICf' ^^H 


^^^^^^^H mo cumA 


1 mo lub aY mo ijeA|iC; ^^^1 


^^^^^^H mo 


I 6 i^Dcc Am^c 50 bjtael ^^^f 


^^^^^L 2^0 cumA 1 1 


mo cfieoiff a'x tno trtjAll, ^^H 


^^^^^1 


1 mo mi A1) 30 U*!> bi^tf, ^^H 


^^^^^^^H mo ciimA 


! mo cA|f5e A*f mo ]i&iti?, ^^H 


^^^^^^1 mo curbA 


I mo Uoc|tA6 bA c^f 8 ! ^^H 


^^^^^V 2tJo cumA ! 


mo leAbA6 A'f mo fuAi?^ ^^^h 


^^^^H mo 


! mo cuAjytc aY nro ce^cc ; ^^H 


^^^^H mo cumA 


I m'o]be ^Y mo bus, ^^H 


^^^^^H mo ciim4 cfi^|6ce 1 mo inflict frt^^it ! ^^H 


^^^V ) Ce^tfij meaiiB alao 


a head, nnd in pronunciadon and eigniScaticm '^l 


^^^H •tronglj resembles the rersian word AAan. ^H 
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O. Sorrowful ! Iny husbaad — my chief, 
I lost by tiie wiles of the Fiane, 
My two youths— my two sons, 
My two men who were fierce in battle ! 

My grief! my food atid my drink ! 
My grief I my precept evetywhete, 
My grief 1 my journey afei', 
And that I lost mjr noble heroes ! 

My grief! my Dim laid low, 
My grief! my shelter and shield, 
My grief ! Meargach and Ciardan, 
My grief Liagan ! of the broad chest ! 

My grief! my ward and defence, 
My grief! my strength and might. 
My grief it is ! and gloom from eyil, 
My grief this night ! to find ye slain ! 

My grief! my joy and my pleasure. 
My g^ief ! tny desire in each place ; 
My grief! tny agility and my strength [are gone], 
My grief! from this night evermore ! 

My grief! my guide and my path. 

My grief! my love till the day of my death, 
My grief! my treasure and my sway. 
My grief! my heroes who were noble! 

My grief ! my bed and my slumbers, 
My grief! my visit and my arrival ; 
My grief! my consoler and my renown, 
My sore grief! my three men ! 

a AUier, Sf^ps, height, everywhere. 
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O. ^o cuiijA ! mo ftiAir^ A*f wo f5^T^f 
n>o curi>4t ! mo f feAbA *^'f mo c^if^e 

mo cutijaI fi30 c|ti coit>ble 3A|t3<* I 

^IJo cufbA ! mo c^iTibe 4'f mo 5A0I, 
njo com* ! ipo mintjciit ^'f ttjo c^fUfbr 

mo cuTTjA aY mo c^Y ' n^ mA]\b I 

V^ cumA I njo p^tl*^ * r m'r^ik^j 
mo cuiiiA I mo flaiDce 5AC aii>, 
ftjo curb A ! mo m^]6}\t Af mo fol^f, 
mo &o|i|5 8dUir * n^ 5*^ k^^^j ' 

9^0 ciiibA I bo f leA5 ^V **^ Iaijt?, 

Ti?o ciifbA I bo ceAijijf ACc aV bo 5|i5^d, 

njo cumAl bo q]! a']* bo l3A]Ie> 
rt]0 cumA I x\h ho r5Ai)>e orrj' bA^l I 

^o cuii)A I ii>o cuAi) A'f mo caIaic, 
Ttjo ciiiT)A I mo CAji^e A'f njo f &aij ; 
mo cwmA I mo moft&Acc aV mo ^qs^Acc, 
mo cumA aY mo 6ao| 1 f |b 50 b-^^5 ! 

^o ciimA I mo |iAc 30 1>-]om-fl^^? 
mo cuiijA 1 rib Aij Am 5I1 ^6 ; 

TtJO CUmA ! mo CjOlJol f I65, 

mo cum A ! mo cii]Afi UsmAij 5|to|6e ! 

2t)o cunjA ! m'lmt?*^ ^3^T m*6lj 
mo cumA I mo cesl A5Uf mVoibijeAf ; 
mo cuTijA I mo 5Hf ATj^tj^ a't" njo bATjucpAcr,^ 
mo cumA cAtjijcUc I fib cUoi^^ce I 

1 5ni^^^»^» ^ 5Kj«iwer A OHM, audi as la found in gen tlersa en's gat^enp, 
wliete tlie ladies of the houshoM and Uielr att€n<Jlaiits take sbeiter from 
the burniug heat of the sun m the snmmer season, G^taitan also waa the 
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0. My grief! my beauty and my adomineatj 
My grief I my jewels and my wealth, 
My grief I mj treasures and my chattels. 
My grief 1 my three valorous torches of cMvalry ! 

My grief I my kindred and my relatives, 
My grief! my people and my Mends, 
My grief I my father and my mother, 
My grief and my aorrow I that ye are dead f 

My grief I my afiection and my welcome, 
My grief I my health at all timeSj 
My grief! my blitheness and my solace, 
My harsh desolation ! that ye are feeble ! 

My grief! thy spear and thy lance, 
My grief I thy gentleneBs and love. 
My grief I thy country and thy home, 
My grief! that ye are separated from me ! 

My grief! my havens and my coasts, 
My grief 1 my wealth and my prosperity, 
My grief! my greatness and my possessions, 
My grief and my wail I are ye till I die I 

My grief I my riches all, 
My grief! your absence in battle time^ 
My grief I my muster of hosts, 
My grief! my three heroic lions ! 

My grief ! my games and my festivities. 
My grief ! my songa and my pleasures ; 
My grief! my summerbouse and my train. 
My crying grief I that ye are feeble I 

name bj which that portion of a cattle or pal&ce set apart, or appropriated 
for tbe use of ladies waa caUed^probably our drawing- room or boudoir* 
3 l74kiji7Cf\Acc, female nttendant&r ladles in waiting, 4Cf 
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njo 6uti?« I tno t(i|4|i be^ftb Uoc; 
mo dufi^A oc I TOO cunj^ |*b ! 

^'a|C]0 mfe A|t itij fliiA5 ftge^ cfi^Aij, 
bo bj A iJol^jc Of CfOijT) A^ 4)u|i3 ; 

4)'a(C|IJ fi5& Afi AT) b-fr65Ait-5uc fiJe I 
bo f&jb 30 Cfiiityij AfceAC aid cluA|f j 

1>A|t b-pAbA UA|rT7 301117 1)UA& t5^|l* 

bwfi b-cii|C|rtj ^T* fe bo cuat* I 
^) A|t|ij TD^ A b-ruf AU Ue, 

Ayi ATHATtC b&A|tA poU t)A T)3Tltlv\bj 

T^^ft b-ff|lleA6 f^AO^ buA6 6115 Art? 1 

t> AjC^tJ n?fe Afl 3UC OA TTl-bA&b, 

A?ji> buyt 3-cAiA]fi iije|6]p 3^6 i)eO|U ; 

6 f3AftAb<Vt^ IfOTtJ 30 CTIOCAC CAOrij, 

3u|t b-f?o5U|' bAfij IfeAij A'f bpatj ! 

JC cu)H)^i) lion? A c|i)ui]i bA cfi^Atj I 
3u|i njiDtc m^ Ijb feo IttAjfe I 
bi^ m'liDceAcc 30 h'^WW *>lb, 
tjAC b-t?eTCi:iDO bitfi i?3T3AO| f aO] boAS ! 

1 SlaA| f 15©, /fli>^ fto54f. Tlje recital of tlio long list of omens in the 
following stanzas is particularly beautiful and characteristic. A belief 
10 omen a ii of remote aotig^uitj in Ireland, aod, prevallfl in many 
partfi of the country amoog the people at the prceont day* In no 
other poem ia the IrUh laogimge is such along U&t of omens strung 
together a!» in the present one, Ailne knew by tlie legion a of fairies she 
eaw in a vision fighting in the air, that her heroes wonld nevc^r return 
to her alive ; also by the hosts in the sleng of the tky— by the Toice 
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0. My grief! my lands and my cluwe, 
My grief ! my three heroes true ; 
My gri^f alas ! my grief are they ! 
Conquered afar by the Fismsl 

I knew, by the mighty fafay host, 
That were in conflict over the Dun, 
Fighting each other in the chasms of the air, 
That evil would befall my Three ! 

I knew, by the fairy strain. 
That came direct into mine ear, 
That evil tidings were not far from me. 
Your fall was what it portended ! 

I knew, on the mom of that day. 
On which my three noble heroes parted nie. 
On beholding tears of blood on their cheeks. 
That they would not return victorious to me ! 

I knew, by the vulture's croak, 
Over your delightful mansion each evening, 
Since ye parted me in strength and beauty. 
That sorrow and gloom were at hand ! 

Well do I remember, mighty Three I 
How often I had told to you. 
That if to Eirinn ye did steer, 
I would not see you crowned with victory. 

of the sprites of the hill, as it was wafted to her ear on the breeze, — by 
the mournful cry of the Banshee, which she heard round the Cathair 
each night, since her heroes departed — by the deep croak of the rayen 
each morning — by the foam of the torrent, when it changed to the colour 
of blood— *by the yisits of the eagle every evening and wheeling ominous 
in flight over the Dan — by the withering branches of the trees before 
the Dun—and by the Mack raven, which she saw flying before them on 
the way on the day that they left for Eirin—by her broken rest at 



172 



A'f Tj4t|i fe-f ]lleA6 6jb boV qit le buA& I 

All T>-&eA|tn;*b bu|t tj-iAll-cot) fe^bi 
ij^fi b-f |UeA& 6|b A|t|f le buA6, 
3AP ceAls 6 fluAijcib Th]vn ! 

4>'AtrtD njfe A cototjle 3^1 r3^ ' 
ffiuc Aij eAfA A3 cAo^b AT) l^iil^i 
A|i TT5-be|C AT? ^u|l le lfi}i> bufi b-tn|ATUj 
Ao ireAll f o p\Am 30 ^i^^ib a h-^iom I 

4t>'Aiqf) f1>& A|l CUAjflb AIJ t^Wl*? 

3AC t?eO]T) A5 |r|UeA6 6f c|oijii at) ^u]v; 
V^p, b-pAbA 30 3-duitjp(i>i] p&jt), 
t^^fS b|toic-t3feil 6rij* tTnan I 

^U]t}\) Tt)^ Ai> cAtj b'feoij AT) bjle, 

'bfli 36 A3 Vf 8uflle Of c<3tt?A||i Ai) ^a\\}f 
V^p ceAcc t^o buA& cAfi DAff t»|b, 
5 C^AljAlb }^blTJT) ti?|c Curi>A]ll ! 

1)^ T:6f in)c&|i> ad F'^l**?'? J 
1?] U ce|l3, Di^ le fi?6Ai?3, 

bo CtljCeAbAfi ADD bo €|t]Afl i 

N| tu3 AD 11105^1 D i:|i643TtA8 Ap bit, (Ajt 5br^?0t)e)i 
A3ur v]op cujfi tiiftD D^ 3i^r* * 
ACc leADrbuiD b^ cAO|Tje A'f b^ cao|, 
30 ffjtAf A5 nofi f [le be6|i ! 

night— by tlie floods of tears wliicb akjmed her in her sleep— by the 
mournful cry of the favorite hound of Ciardan every evening. — In 
one dream p ihe imagines herself to be in the form of a spectre — in 
Another vision, ihe sees a lake of blood on the site of tbe Dun -, by all 
which phenomena she conjectured the fall of her heroes. In the Tale of 
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0. I knewj by the raven's croakiBg voice, 
Each morniiig since ye left me, 
That your fall was true and certain, 
And that ye would not return victorious to your land t 

I knew, noble Three, 

In forgetting the leashea of your honnda ; 
That ye would not again return with victory, 
Without treachery from the boats of Fionn ! 

I knew, ye torches of valor I 
By the cascade's stream, near the Dun, 
Having changed into blood at your departure, 
That this guile was ever found in Fionn. 

I knew, by the eagle's visit 
Each evening over the Don, 
That ere long I would hear 
Evil tidings from my Three 1 

I knewj when the huge tree withered. 
Both branch mid leaves before the Dun, 
That victorious you would never return 
From the wilea of Fionn Mac Cumhaill I 

Do not decry Fionn, noble princess (saith Q-raimie)| 
Nor yet decry the Fians ; 
'Twaa not by treachery nor craft, 
That thy Three [heroes] fell ! 

The princess made no reply to Grainne, 
And she heeded not her talk ; 
But continued her caoine and her wail, 
Incessantly shedding tears I 

Dfirdre, pnblialied in ttie Traii^aciions of the Gaelic Society (Dub, 1806), 
aimilar Ti&ioQ^ appear to her, respecting Naisi^ Ainhf and Ardan, 

I St^AiUije, Grace, Thia lady was Ibe daughter of Cornmc Mac AJrt, 
who was monarch of Ireland in the Third Century, She was betrothed 
to FioiiD Mac GatDbani, but her aubiequent amoura with Diarmuid 
OT>uibhQe, forma the iubject of our Third Volume. 



^ij l& bo ifi|AU ffb 6*u D-*t)uD; 

IJi^H Cdii74k|ti4t^ mA^t AT* CAf A CU5An> ? 

4> V|C|0 mfe ATI cafij CblATib&ttr^, 

tj^lt b-t^AbA 50 b-T!A5A|i>t?, rpo p|Ai) ! 
Mp &-cl^f5, A CTt^ATt, rtjo bobitoi) ! 

4> Aic]i? mfe Aft eAfbA rtiA|i>, 

r, 3AC Ol^ce buAl) |:0 f|tCCA|b b66fi| 

Sm* TtoT^ATb 6 f5A|i fib Itoit?, 
l>l^]i cuAjt cuiijbA|5 &|bf6 A f 6|iC, 

1>'Aiqo n?6 AT^ atj ATfljus b|i6iD, 
bo teAfbAiu mo SttATT *5^»i) 1^^113 ; 
5u|i 5CAitTiA6 it>a ceAiji) a f mo UrijA bfort?, 
5u^ fibre bo bl 5Atj ft^in? ! 

4>'A|Ctt? Hjfe ATI UAfCOfl? b^l?Th3l6|iAC, 

5AdATi bA Ti6-f ^ATvc lenj' tf A53ii> 1 
A3 sUiflJoil 5 AC iijAib]t? 50 IIJ06, 
Ti^ CTtiw|t 3U]t cjtjijiie 66|b ai) bStf ! 

t>'ATC|i) n)& A1J CAij ceAfb^tjAfe 6Arfj, 
ATj loc foU ATI A^c A9 ?>iiiT>; 
coTiCATiCA 50 T*A|b mo t\i]ujif 
5'i) 3-ceil5 T3^T* f ^*>^ T^T^"? Fl^^^j I 

m h] A3 A^qf ):b|r?i7 (a|i 3t»^1t?0e), 
A beAi7> 0TA Cjiat^ce fto cTiofSej 
rrt^lH ifffAfbA be|c A3 injc4|De, 
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0. I knew, oil l0oki»^ after you, 

The day oi^ ^xlkik jf toft tiae D«P, 

And on the fli^hjk of tiba- tayai. h^re yoa. 

That it was no good opitn o£ your reftum 1 

I knew, by the hoimda of CSairdan, 
Mournftdly howliiig oveiy eronSngi 
That ere long, I wotild hear, my^pasmJ 
Of your fate, O Ttoree^ my dark grief P 

I knew, by the want of rest. 
Bach long night past with tears streaming ; 
Down from my* eyee^ since ye left me. 
That such did not ft»ebode hick to you. 

I knew, by the sorrowful vision 
That revealed my doom to me. 
That my head and hands were cut off, 
That it was ye who were bereft of sway! 

I knew, by melodious Uaithnin, 
The favorite dc^ of my Idagan I 
Howliqg each morning eariy^ ... 

That death was certain for my Three ! 

I knew, wh^B, iiv a yi^ion I saw, 
A pool of blood wherQ the Dun stoQd> 
That my Three wero^ vanquished 
By the wiles from which Fionn was never exempt ! 

Do not reproach Fionn (saith Grainne), 
O woman, though sorrowful be thy heart. 
Give up henceforth to be speaking ill, 
Of the proud; Fians, or of Fiona- 
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^omc^p? ij6 ^liif Tj|0|i le6|t le^c, 
n)A|i 6jol 50 be^pb ]n^ tn-h^T ' 

A'f 5^1) ceAct bo 6|o5aIc tIjic C|ieo|ij, 
b^t) b-T^^i^i? i)io|t 66|b bA 6]t ! 

4)i^ tirbA6 cu|C|iij b6]h le cor|t^it) Iatjij, 
5A1) ceAls ^& ti?eAi)5; a Sb^^iope cAOfi?; 

A'f ifjf lijAffiib cun? n*5*T^ h^vl 

4)^ fDAllteAbAOir, A ItlOTjAll) ^15, 

1)1 ift?cA|i)nbir i^^iT) AT? Thi^m : 

If le ctt66Act aY oeATtc a Uri?,* 
b'f ^jbAbA^i Alt U^ bo tn]Ait ! 

4)0 c|cci?a6 le6, a 3bM]T)Ue, ao 5i?lonj, 
A 5-cap |r6 6jiAO]5eACc Afi b-cuf j 
V If c^frtiuil 5UT1 b'AiijUib bj, 
T)6 t)\6\i tuiqtij 50 bft^c bon?' crt|U|i.3 

C|taib uAtTt), A nlo^Atp, A^ 5n^|T?i?e, 
fjAC |vA]b ceAl5 f Ai) Uftijj da njeATjs, 
bo leA5 3t)eA]t5Ac ija Iatjij iJsUf, 
aY bo C€|l5 le oeAfic be a c€adii ! 

I A titer " ^4ii ir fimhjb 6ujc, bjc ^ 5-c[ijT?p 

Ai their hea<ileaa bodies bear tbee witneBS, 
That it waa not bj treachery they fell f 
' Ahitr "tJ0 b'p6jb||ij a 5hlt«*T»lT7», a be]rtTitj, 
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0. Grainne ! saith the princess of the golden hair, 
If those Three who have fallen were thine, 
Truly, reproach or shame would not suffice thee. 
As satisfaction for their death ! 

Had they remained in their own country, 

mild princess, saith Grainne of Fionn ; 
And not come to be avenged for Mac Treoin, 
From the Fians they would receive no hurt ! 

Had they fallen in fair battle, 
Without deceit or treachery, gentle Grainne, 

1 would not reproach the Fians, 

But they do not sur^e to bear me witness ! 

Had they survived, noble princess. 
They themselves would not decry the Fians ; 
'Twas by valour and might of arm, 
They laid low thy Three ! 

They might, Grainne, the deed perform, 
By putting them under magic spells, at first ; 
And His likely that it was so, 
Or else my Three would never fall. 

Believe me, O princess, saith Grainne, [arm 

That there was neither venom nor treachery in the 
By which fell Meargach of the green blades, 
And that by might cut oflf his head ! 

A'r A u-b|A|5 tij-beic cftApUijce 66|b, 
A ij-b]tceAijijA6 le vomveA^z Ui?iJ." 
It may be possible, O Grainne, I say. 
To slay them by treachery and malice. 
And after their being decrepid, 
To behead them by the force of swords 1 
12 
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ATj b|f bo le<n5 50 fAdij bo cUtJo; 
n^}% cu|be Aiqt* bo cAbA]|ic bd|b, 

2t 5bTt^lt)i}e ! A]t At? ^103410 ^15^ 
b'l^jt bVifjfrt? ^jltie 5eAl-fi?uAb ; 

5u|t cu|C]rD bAn? Iaoc^a m^V- luAbAit^- 
N^ bj peAT^bA Ijiji) ba Iua&, 

t>i |iA|b |t|A»ij eoAl^ V^i? b-p&jijt?, 
4CC 5oiOTt7A[tcA Uo^if A^uf 5A|r3e* 

bo ^1113 A it7-buA6 A 3-C0ATIC t)A Iaou, 
aV 50 iij-beib ArijUjb 30 U a nj-b^if 1 

4)a b-ru3AbA0|f ceA|tc tJ^ c6||t, 
bon?* cri|u|i bA c|i6&A a ijjij^orfj ; 

aY b^ r^llA3 Cft^AljTtJAft CAU-buA6AC, 

A b-cu|C|ro i)lo|i UAitjAi? IfTjr; I 

21 2l|lue ! If aluiw ^ouAb aV 5tJA0|j 
6 r)AC 3-cn^ib|p fiTjij ba luA^i 

ful f'5AtipAib Ijijue bo ifjofi flu A3 ! 

21 5br4a|i>i>e ! Aft Ai> fiioTjA]!) a^3, 

A|i fot) i;a 3'CftuAb-^eAit bo 8ul b'feA3; 
ca SfiApb 66|c A3An?f A Af c^c, 
30 5'CUI]tp]b ^|1 A|* Ai> b-'pfeiT?t). 

' -4/iNf **leA5|^A|b AO FblAtJtJ AT »)T ^^ CO^l^' 
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I tell thee again without falsehood, 
The two who laid thy children low, 
That reproach was not due to them, 
And that they knew not sorcery nor guile ! 

Grainne ! saith the noble princess, 
Whose name was Ailne of the fair form ; 
I believe not thee nor the Fians, 

That my heroes feU. as thou sayest. 

Do not henceforth to us proclaim, 
And do not be sullen or angry at it ; . 
There never was treachery in the Fians, 
But feats of heroism and valor.- • 

1 tell thee still, and 'tis no falsehood, [them, 
That there never yet came a hero or pursuit to meet 
That obtained sway [over them] by right of the sword, 
And that they shall be so till their death ! 

Had they dealt justly or honourably. 
With my Three who were mighty in action ; 
And with their victorious mighty hosts. 
Their fall then would not surprise me I 

Ailne ! of the most elegant shape and form, 
As thou dost not believe what I say, 
I tell thee that more will fall. 
Ere thy great hosts part us I 

Grainne 1 saith the noble princess, 
For the sake of the hardy men who have died, 
I have great hopes that my hosts 
Will deal destruction to the Fians 1 

The Fians will slay, and not by treachery, 
More in the field of thy great troops. 
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o, a %i\m I Aft 5r»^T»?^e AH 5ftf?j0, 

30 5'CA|teAfU le cfejle beoc aY bi*& ? 
4>o 6|ttlc:ut3 ^|lT;e ^eAl-f ijit^b, 

At? cuffteAS i^u^ifi a ^h\t^]vn^ Th}mi 

A'f A bubATfic DAp cui&e lfe| K^It), 
pleAb tj3^ ^SAfbA d luce A i?5Tjjtt) ' 

3o D3eiinttcA|t rrjo cojif |roii>' Up, 
bo |ia]6 Coi>&i? bo 5A|tb sloft; 

50 T^jOCpA||i^e, A 21ilt>e J^Al-ftJUAS, 

lit?e&lT) &ft fUAg 5AT? c6]Ti I 

% fip. njAo^l ir 5|ia|^t?e b&jlb, 
ba Vf *ca6 ah aoij le|Ti3 |:6f ; 
If beA]tb lian? 5u|i lOCAf 30 cjiuaiS 

A V]^C^]Vf ^V bA C|IUA5 AT) f366ll 

JoC|rA]6 ru upf CflU^ftj AH Coi>&Di 
A|C|r aV injc^it) t»A b-lf^|AT)f) ; 
bAiopeAb At? ceAijr) 6|i"Ml^ ^1<*c, 
Ti?& 5«jb|iu ceAb T^blF?!) 0* b-'piAijij- 

3l& 117&T* co|]tceATi)U|l bo cofif , 

aY 5U|t Uacat), lorn, c|toc bo ii7A0|l ; 

A'f Lu HATr>A|t-ct>^ii7AC, Ht51^F^F<iAG| njeAfi, 

tijAfi &eAlb i)^o ft?Aic A|i Uoc !* 

1>o id5bAii3A]t u^le At> T^\^r)th 

5^1 H bA 6|AU 3H6Af)IJ A'f C^C| 

AT) tAi) b*irT)&eA|i5 AT) be AD, 

AT? peAji TT)Aol le^m ^Y b'^lUC^Jt), 

I promise that the hero is not brare. 
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0. Ailne ! saith the pleasant Grainne, 

I know that thou hast come from afar, 
Come with me and with the Fians, 
Till we together eat and drink ? 

Ailne of the bright form declined 
The invitation given her by Grainne of Fionn ; 
And she said it was beneath herself 
To partake of cheer from people of their deeds. 

May my body be rent in two, 
Saith Conan, in a surly voice ; 
But thou wilt pay, Ailne bright, 
For unjustly stigmatising our hosts. 

bald man of the ugliest aspect, 
That I have yet met on any plain ; 
I apprehend I have sorely paid 
For the stigma given, and how sad the tale ! 

Thou shalt pay more sorely, saith Conan, 
For the scandal thou hast given the Fians, 
I will cut off thy head of the golden locks, 
If I am permitted by Fionn of the Fians. 

Though huge and bulky is thy body. 
And though flat and bald is thy skull. 
And tho' thou art thick-boned, tough-sinewed, swift. 
These are marks which iU becomes a hero ! 

We, the Fenians all, raised 
A shout of joy, and so did the foe. 
When the woman rebuked and reproached 
The rilly bald man [Conan], 
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Oi *t>o 5UC Ai> ^e^\v n;Aol nj^fi fe^ftj, 
4kY tio UbA||i bo 5A|ib 5UC 'Ajtbf 
cujf CAOi A5ar fT^^'CA beoft, 
5U|8|iD ba i> TPb^ioi? Af bo cite ! 

*V ^"3 tl^ S^T**^ ^i^rf? i?A moJ^ J 

bo buA^l Ofcuit 4|i cjiuAi^'b^yti?, 

bo buAitj iMiA^nj aV be|c Ap Cbot)^i?! 

Aift Ofcufi T>A 5-cftiiA& l^m V'5^^]h 
A bubAtjtc CotJ^Tj, fj^lft A!j Stjjotb, 
bo 50fT?ff mo cl|6 6 cAob 50 rAob t 

Hj JoiiJt^TtJT? bo clj& 17A bo co|tp, 

ACC 30 b-f ACAfe 3U|t b olc bo rf>6|1>9, 
T?]0]i cujbe bup IJOCCA bo cloi&iri?, 

A]l AlbAltC 31jA0f ^A 11)15^ 1?^ 1*5^1"?* 

N] b-tru|l njo fii|nj a f3^lib tJ^ ti)U^j 

1JA 5Duif alttlOO, TJ& l)A 3t)A0], 
If TTJ^AfA \)Om A|C|f 5A1J C|AII, 

A5 }n}c'A]i} t>A b-)^|Ai3ij A3uf T^blPt? ? 

A*f OfCUll ACO 1JA ^eAft C|1>^ T*l^l*> J 

bo C71]aU ci^c Y AT> 1*103 A] ij f^irb, 
A|i A b-cAob fh]r} 30 p]iAp njAit |Ab* 

2l|t 1)A Tb^flAC C^imS A^ TFblAUIJ, 
A|l AT? 3-CTJOC 'fJA |tA|b A1J C-a^l ;^ 
aY V)0}% b-'pAbA 30 b-pACAIDAfI AJ CeAGC, 

2l|lTje f i>iiA6-3eAl A5Uf cl^c. 

With vcoom aevere towftrd* tlie ilaugliler. 
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0. The bald man became very angry, 

And he spoke in a loud rough voice, 
A cause of weeping and floods of tears, 
I pray for the Fians and their foes ! 

He drew his sword from its costly scabbard. 
And made a fierce dart towards the woman ; 
Oscur gave him a hard blow. 
That made Conan shriek and roar ! 

Conan howled, and looked piteously. 
On Oscur of the sharp-tempered blades, 
And he said, shameful is the deed. 
Thou hast pierced my breast from side to side ! 

I would not pierce thy breast nor thy body, 
But that I saw thy bad intent ; 
It was not meet for thee to unsheath thy sword, 
On seeing the shape and beauty of the woman ! 

I am regardless of the beauty of the woman, 
Of her fine features or her shape ; 
I think worse of the undeserved reproach 
She has cast on the Fians and Fionn I 

Fionn and the Fenians left the hill. 
And Oscur with them as their guide ; 
The gentle princess and her hosts 
Sped their own way in haste like them. 

In the morning the Fians came 
On the hill where lay the slain ; 
And 'twas not long till we beheld approaching, 
Ailne of the bright countenance and her hosts. 
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le r?A cfejk ATI 4ior) ]ifAi) Af nOj 

^p *^jr riv ^=13 * **'^"r **> t-rii^^iS' 

bo fefpij 4>iv|iie b]T)D-c4c ceo|l| 

*'r ^ 5*1?*'^ ?^ Way * ^i^^'H-fi.os* 

Aty Ati?Ut6 }Y a^l Uac bjr beA^-ldoc ; 

bo 6ul A 3-c6|tf)-5l|A6 tjA Urjy, 

21 5b|t3^|!)tje ! ATI 2lili)e bA jeAl ^ ou^S, 

If Att^lAjb If CU]be A|l 3 AC CAob ; 
C^10CA&^ bO lAOC|tA 1)A fe-'FlAlKJ, 

^'f c|i]ocAb ii?A|i |Ab A 5-c5|n)-5U|c ! 
"S^jpm cci^Ab ho cft}ocAb Uoc (A|i 5n^n>t>e)^ 

A]l AIJ l^T!*5 ^^ I^AOT)AflaTJ ; 

aY 50|^ipeAbfA C|1]0CAb TJA b-'p|AT)TJj 

5c b-C(t5A|b CAC bjAi; Afi crjoc Afj Ajfi ! 

i lT&|i|i-biiA}^, sometimes called b^tftn bwABATl. Tbii and the bofib 
H^i^tTf wetB tho irar-trumpetB used bj the Feaian chiefs to Butumon 
|]i«ir troGfa to battle. 

i riifo^Ab, thirtif. Hare Aitna ^opoees to GrainEiGt that thirty com' 
))ft|aiili a ilde ihould be chosen to decide the ajoflict, which number 
thctjr »«»o»(ied forth in their turn—each calling the bravest hero or 
COOillAtaQt in the ranks. Among the names of tijose so called, the foU 
Mri«t h«m:t a striking rca^mbkncc to some of those of tlie present day ; 
<f|ilP^^v^9At^Q, seema identical with the present Conran ; KuA|t!?e, (writ- 
ten Kiuihl^ tn the copy conault^d by us in the Boyal Iri^h Academy), 
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0. Grainne advanced to meet them, 

And took gentle Ailne by the hand ; 

They walked together on the one path, 

And the two approached the front of the hosts. 

At the time that they reached us, 

Daire sounded the melodious music of battle ; 
Fionn sounded the Barr-buadh, 
And called in haste his mighty hosts. 

bright Ailne ! saith Grainne, 
Is it thy wish that two heroes, 
Should fight with their blades. 
Or a general battle on each side. 

Grainne ! saith Ailne of the bright countenance. 
It is thus it should be at either side, 
Thirty of the Fenian heroes. 
And thirty their match, to meet ! 

Call to thee thy thirty heroes (saith Grainne), 
On the plain by themselves. 
And I shall call thirty of the Fians, 
TiU they give severe battle on Cnoc-an-air ! 

would go far to identifj the name Benehan or Roonej ; Cor5A]|te or Cor- 
5AttcAc, now Cosgrave, is a name famous in Irish History (see Ossianic 
Trans. Vol. I.). CAttU]t*e may be the modem name Uticu]le (Hurley) or 
Unf Uice, 0*Herlihy, whom Dr. O'Brien in his Irish Dictionary, at the end 
of the letter /, describes as chiefs of a district in the barony of Muskerry ; 
and also states that they were hereditary wardens of the Church of St. 
Gobnait, at Ballyvoumey ; and were possessors for many years of the 
large parish of that name. Smith states that they were chiefs near Ma- 
croom. For an interesting account of this family see Connellan*8 edition 
of the Four Masters, p. 199, note. 



o. 
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bo m]z leb' Ufri; At) Aot) Id, 

z\i)it\i Ajuf c&Ab l^eA^ c^lm^ rtjeAjt, 

r^lfit^ ^3 c43|t<v6 Ab ceAOi; 5lea ! 

ho tu^z leb' Uiri>fe at? aoi? cac, 
C|l] C^4kb A5U|* f& ^i|i bfeA5, 

% 313beAi)ui|t ! A^i 2ljlTja, z}i]M ie^z, 

le luAf bo 8& co|f luinjAtv c|iU4|6j 
tj| n^eAcA If buAl bu|C 51]a6. 

31 BuAicije ! AH 5f»^1»?0ft ^t? 5t*f^»J^ 
D] bnifp6lx& i:ob* tftoig At) cirptJivt?, 
le b&|i>e bo t6||t a|i Ion? lut, 
be||t cljfbe bo fub a 5~con)-&4|L 

21 CboDA]iA|p ! TJ^T* F^3 T*!** 

bV|i coii)|tAtc leAt A 5-CAc rja o^l^^j 

fijeAfAirtj 5Uft co]|t en gUobAC. 

a CbofSAiiie ! A|i 5jtaiuoe 50 ceAtjiJ, 
bo ciiifitreAS Ai? ceATjt? b*A0ij-b&iTU, 
nj^le o'v 5*colu|oi) b*feA]iAi3tj iifij 
jAbAimt^ ^** -^ 3-061117-51^1*^ » 

21 ©AfiUifte I UA ii?6|i cfifeAcc, 
bo cult All coftpA]b Iaoc I0 i?|rp ^ 

Tf fijeAfi:* 311 [1 ctt^Be 6ii|t; c|t^AU, 
aV ctt|n?t?|5 At? Clitu^i bo cufc ! 
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0. Thuardan ! saith Ailne, of the bright countenance, 
There fell by thy hand in one day, 
One hundred and three mighty swift men, 
Gome thou as le^tder in, the fight I . 

Giabhan ! saith Qrainne aloud. 
There fell by thy hand in one batile. 
Three hundred and sixteen men, 
Stand tl^ou by his s|de. 

Meanuir ! saith Ailne, go forth, 
Thou that hast brought the swift deer from the hill ; 
By the swiftness of thy two fleet hardy legs. 
Cowardice is not thy character in battle. 

Buaithne ! saith pleasant Grainne, 
Thou wouldst not crush the withered grass. 
When in pursuit [of the foe] by thy fleetness, 
Thou shalt match, him in the conflict. 

Conaran ! who neVer left 
A bone nor a tobth. sound in any hero 
Who engaged thee in battle or conflict, 
I think thou shouldst be called ! 

Cosgaire ! saith Grainne firmly. 
Who would send the head by one blow 
From the body a mile of soft ground, 
I will have thee in the combat. 

Earlaire ! who left large scars, 
On the bodies of heroes with venom ; 
'Tis determined that thou shouldst go. 
And remember the Three who fell ! 




3<vc b^f b]ob ^ 5-co|ri>-3l|*8 ctiu^]6| 

A b-^6||tcfiApi> AT? CAtA ij)0|i ii)4i|t bo'u Ipt), 

A Pb^ci\A|c ! Acc bit bo*ij TPbiA*)0 ! 

<D*-a|t b-cftiocAibne bo mAip ad bjf, 
If fAijrj mo c|iof&e 6 befc b^i Wa& ! 
T)j c|i&i5peAji l|OTT? n?o cfil^cc 30 fd}\l, 
A Ph^zfiAjQ ! oi) Bdjiij, Ai) ctte|b|Ti) citu^i^* 

21 tj CAIJ bo COUA|lC AT) ^h\Am7f 

bo cajbAbAji c|i] 3^|tcA STifDTjj 

b* clof A D5I1IJIJ A'f A 17-4t|lb» 

a Stilije geAl-f t?uA& ! A|t Sp^ft?^* 
ir ii?d|t Ai? c&f Aft 5AC c^ob; 
j&ji t)A Uoc bA c|iiiA& 3Aff*5e, 
c|I|aU leAc Y* n)A|]i6Auo bob' bu|6(!j. 

N] cfiiAllpAb p^\t) n^ ]Ab r«b, 

ijo 50 b-cuicffb fiAb 30 bojite, 

30 b-pA3A|b b|b-^ei7t5 A]i At? b-p^f iji? ! 

J^Din^ ^w|c, A a^ltje I ijA d36aI jUc, 
30 i^'fe^jip 81b fCAb bo'o c5|ft, 

ijo feA\i f3&|l 1?) |tACA|6 beo t 
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0. The two gentle women, , 

Ailne and Grainne, the wife of Fionn, 
Were calling and choosing the men, 
Until exactly thirty were mustered at a side. 

The mighty men attacked each other. 

Each two of them in hand to hand conflict, 
At the close of the battle there only survived, 

Patrick ! but two of the Fians ! 

Of our thirty the two survived, 
My heart is sick from its recital ! 

1 shall not cease my narrative yet, 

Patrick ! from Kome, of the harsh faith. 

When the Fians beheld 
The foe falling fast. 
They raised three cheerful shouts. 
Which were heard in valleys and on hills. 

Ailne bright ! saith Grainne, 
'Tis a sad case on both sides. 
The slaughter of the valorous heroes. 
Depart with what survives of thy hosts. 

Neither they nor I shall go, 

Grainne ! to our own country ; 
Till they fall to the last man. 
And are avenged of the Fians ! 

I tell thee, Ailne ! of the fair hands. 
That 'twere better for you to cease the pursuit, 
Till you reached your own fair country. 
Than that no one to bear tidings shiall go alive I 
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ce^DU }^bli?U c|tiiA645^nj a i?5le6. 

bo f e|i>T? p]©^ Aij B^tiTi-buAb, 
45 54n\fD A f lttA5 ij* 6ltt]b. 

4>o c|itt|oi?TS^4TtjAfi 6 54c liftb boS; 6i)oc, 
415 rifjfefb bo b] Afi Uc4|ft atjp; 
A bubAiftc T^fotjo bo 5ttc afib Ijuij, 

m tiA]b ^]if A1& T)^ 65UC n^eA^ti 
bo f luAi5qb caIttja ctio6a T^jdo ; 
i)i|i jUc 50 p]iAp Aitn> aV ^V^e, 

A'f C^G 31^ TJ fCAODAb TD4|V f]!)!?, 

a 2l|li)e fuu^ft-geAl 1 tf* bojlb l\om, 
bo |ia|6 P10D15 DA 5'CjiuA6-gl«d; 
seAllA^m bu]c A f ijj 3l6|i bfi^ijej 
T?AC TTjAinpeAb AjAb Aoi) t)eAC bed ! 

AT? 1:)ciib le 5^111-50111) curt? ^led; 
b'|0!>^fU|5eAbAit A cfejle 6 5AC c^ob, 
A V bo |:eA|tAb AD c^^Sai^ cac 50 bfAi) I 

Ucbi A Pb&CTtiicI bob' fe fitb ai) c^c^ 
bA t]i^]t)e A'f bA d^lEi?^ larij 5I1A16 ; 
dVji ckjaS 6 riif Au bOTfjA|t>, 
aY boV fit03A|i> teAt)i) bA 6obfv6u J 
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0. We shall not proceed to oiir country, saith Ailne ! 
TiU all our hosts shaU faU ; 
Or that we bring iiji revenge 
The head of Fionn, the finu hand in battle. 

When the Fenian hosts had heard, 
The hostile declaration of that woman, 
Fionn sounded the Bcar-buadh, ' 
To summon his hosts in his presence. 

We mustered from all parts of the hill, 
Such of us as were present there ; 
Fionn saith in a loi|d tone,, 
Battle with vengeance now proclaim. 

There was not an aged nor an active hero. 
Of the mighty warrior hosts of Fionn, 
Who did not instantly take arms and armour, 
And the foe without faltering did likewise. 

Ailne the bright ! I much regret, 
Saith Fionn of the Jiardy deeds ; 
I promise thee, and 'tis no falsehood. 
That one shall not be left alive to you ! 

Fionn then vehemently sounded, 
The Dord with a call for vengeance to the fight ; 
They attacked each other at either side. 
And the battle was fought furiously I 

Alas, O Patrick ! that was the battle, [flict, 

The fiercest and the mightiest of hand to hand con- 
That was fought since the beginning of the world. 
And to the stubborn princess Hwas disastrous I 
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30 ft^i>5A&A|t irfefu Ajuf c4c, 

a Pb^^lt^jC ! V] CATJA|TTJ ACC t^t<'Pj 

qA 5Ufi cnitA&-Uii7AC STjfaiTjAc cl^cj 
bo cu]ceAbA]i uile l^|f ai> b-p]Ai>(>, 

ACC C|t|U|tj A*f At? |t 105 All? At^aftJ ! 

^0 cu^c fAu 5-cAc 4b bA jATib bjAij, 
bo liOT) fliiA5 f)A h*f]Ai)i) ^^]iy; 
be]Ci?CAbA^ 4^\ r^ c&Ab ireA]t^ 
bo UocfiA b* 54]tb 5liA)6 I 

l)']njt|5 All T^lOSAii? 'f At) cfiiiift 4b, 
Vf T?io|i b-^eAf bu^uTj civ')* 5AbA6 led; 

bA 6iibAC |Ab Aft A b-c|t]AU, 
c^ A|t TjStff?A]b |Ab! bA 6ob|\6tj ! 

2I5 f ft) CfljOC AIJ CACA CJIUA1&# 

A Pb^c|iA|c ijuAbl' t?A iD-bACAl tn-biiij ; 
6 fjo AiijAC bo bA|fC At> pbf AOD4 
^t* At> 3-CDOC fO f jAfl CTJOC A9 ai|t ! 

R Jijuff bii|ofj, A OiriTj I 5A1} 36, 

pA UoCflA Cfl66A bo't? )^I?|A?)T3; 

A tJ-fe^5tt)Aif Au r|i]OCAb c^i6, 

bo CU|C f AU ijl A]l AT) 5-Cl)0C f f |A|I ? 

O. X^uAituf^b^fl bo b&AjiAb 6u\z, 

Aji 54c pfilofij-caA^r gAftb Uoc j 

bo t\x}u Afi Aij 5-cf)oc ne cad, 

A'f Uir ^ b-^eA^ ba^A, 'CaiIc njAC Cjifett? ? 

\ tl p!)i^t^AT<s 'JOAiJ, Patrick newfy arrived, Thi& phrase is very 
common in OB&iitnlc poetry whea St. Patrick's nfltne is iatroduced, and 
it gocfl for to Bbow that Uiese compoiition^ wej^ wiittcD immediately on 
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0. Oscur went forth at the head of the Fians, 
With his polished sword in his right hand, 
Until they and the foe met, 
On the field of danghter and conflicts. 

Patrick I I relate but the truth, 
Though the foe were hardy and fierce, 
They all fell by the Fians, 
Except three and the princess herself. 

There fell in that severe and fierce battle 
Of the Fenian hosts, 
Six hundred and ten men. 
Heroes who were valiant in fight. 

The princess and the three departed. 
And we know not whither they went ; 
Sorrowful they were at parting, 
And, O Patrick of the clerics, 'twas sad ! 

Thus ended the severe contest 
O Patrick, of the white croziers, lately come ; 
Henceforth the Kans named 
This hill westwards, the hill of slaughter I 

P. Relate to us, Oisin I without guile. 
The mighty heroes of the Fians, 
Besides the noble thirty [men] 
Who fell in the slaughter on the hill of battles ! 

0. An account I shall give thee 

Of the history of each robust hero, 

That fell on the hill by the foe. 

And by that daring man Tailc mac Treoin. 

the Saint's arriTal in Ireland, modem as the language and phraseology of 
the compositions may appear to us of the present day, 
13 
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CoDi) Ci^bfti^c bA 5Anb 5le6 ; 

bo b'^el^uft Urt) a^ TjeA|t€ a D5l|46^ 

t}$^ cAt 4>fe c|A le^c If iijdft ! 

jf At)D bo cufc 'f If 6jortjb^6 Ijon^, 

4>tiaIU6 )^Ut)0, bA buAT> A 5-CAC ; • 

A'f b'|rlJ|te6cA6 Aft luc ^ l^TTJ 5TJ]0TT|j 
le TtJAC 4>fe b] A'f t)| C|ubftAb C€Ab< 

}f Am bo cufc V If c|iaA5 liTjD, 
LtlATj^D 5A0|f 1J* b-C|lOm lATjtj; 
bo CU3A& AtJ COftC 6*13 t-f^TAB, 
le 7iu]tr liM? 6fAi> A 5AftbbAU. 

Jf Apt) bo CU|C C|lllA5ap CAlfHAj 

b*]CeA6 ATJ I1?A|IC A!Jt) AOT? ^|IO]yi7; 

aV b& pfccfb bA||i5Ji) bo'i) ATt^i?, 

A*x *>^ 117*1 t*eA6 Ba 5Tt^|T) U]r cl&Tft oa Koiija f 

Jf Am bo t^ttfc CaoI tuA]ii)i)eAc fijeAftj 

A|l luC bA lviA]te Ija^ ATJ 3A0C^ 

C|ATtn^t} T?A 3-cTtfeAcc Utjtj cfiuA|6| 
b5^ njAjfteA&p ojo^ f ixAjfic bob' cUl|t ! 

)f Ai?i3 bo cu]c t>o|tcAij me Aft, 
bob* ^e^itfi A 5-cAi ija *D|A lib ; 
bo 5e4|ifiA6 t}A cufftp aV V^ co^m*, 
aY bo ftO|OT?eA6 At? Z'A]i^^ 50 lj-i*fi. 



NAMES OP THE PRINCIPAL FENIAN HEROES 

THAT FELL ON CNOC-AN-AIR, BY THE TROOPS OP MBARGACH. 



There fell on this western hill 

Conn Ciabhrach the fierce in battle ; 
Of firmer hand and might in conflict, 
Than God's hosts of whom thou boastest I 

'Twas there fell, and my grief I 
Dralladh Mann, who was firm in the fight, [arms, 
And who would play in regard of agility and feats of 
With the son of the living God, and would not suc- 
cumb. 

And my grief 1 'twas there fell, 

Luanan, the wise, of the heavy spears ; 
Who would bring the wild boar from the hill, 
By the great swiftness of his robust limbs, 

'Twas there mighty Cruagan fell, 
Who would devour a cow at one meal, 
With forty cakes of bread, 
Had he lived how he would hate the Roman clerics I 

'STwas there Caol the swift fell. 
Who in swiftness was fleeter than the wind ; 
And Ciarnan inflicter of severe wounds ; 
Had they lived it would not be pleasant to thy clerics. 

*Twas there Dorcan the nimble fell. 
Who was stronger in battle than thy God, 
Who hacked bodies and bones, 
And cheerfully did share the bread. 
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0. Jf Aijr> bo cufc; CaoI buAt>Ac me Aft, 

ceAt|t4|^ 5A!tb bo UocAib ctiuA]8, 
ttJO SACDAOlb |Ab ttAim Aft -pl^tj ! 

bA clifx^ ^Y b^^ c|i6aij a 5-cAti 
A'f bo b| ^5 ^|i6AfC4l T)A b-'P|Ai?i>, 

50 f A]|irpj3, un, 1^1 aUi ua feAl. 

)X ATJU bo ruic ^eAT)5^u caotii, 

bA ioftcAftcA b&iTT? A b-c|tom jle^j 
^eATjbuTfte A5uf C^ArjAbi^Tjj caIuja^ 
t|t|uii bA rf)0|i TUA|C 5A1J 56 ! 

Jl* ADD ^0 ^«1^ LofiSAtTte bA crtfeAU, 
CfAfiba^n boDD W cijeAfbA ni^iop ; 

^lApan aY "DoDp-sl&iite bA cAorij. 

CfuiAbafj a'i* 2to6 DA D-6|i TtjCAUDj 

A'f bA TT>A|6 liic A D3le6 ^4 Uijd* 

Jf ADtJ bo cu|c; 'polUiijaD buA&AC 
Biof i^tj, tuA|f e, <DAoire aY Iais I 

CA|T)l^ft, t}OU%t)t aY 5^|D^ f^l"?' 
1>^U|U€a6, BUo6j A5Uf CeADDCA]|l. 

Jf ADD bo cu|c Cu^D^D be66Aj 

B^AlUilte, Cu||tDlDi aV ^CADDfe^O TD^A]!, 
VAifDe^ TFtiAoCj N|aU a r 5lAf, 

' C|t|ASitij- This Dame ifl siaiilar to the preaent O'Cregani and P«>* j 
bably the Ulster fomlly of (hat name deacended from him. 
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0. TTwas there Oaol the poetic and swift fell, 
Bolgaire, Searc, and Criagan ; 
Four stout and hardy heroes, 
Alas that they are away from me I 

^Twas there fell Liagan of the smooth limbs^ 
The active and mighty in battle ; 
He who entertained the Fians, 
Plentifully, freely, and generously, in his time* 

Twas there gentle Meangan fell. 
Whose blow was deadly in fierce battle, 
Meanduire and Cianadan the brave, 
Three of great worth, without exaggeration ! 

Twas there the mighty Lorgaire fell, 
Ciardan the brown [haired] of gentlest disposition, 
Gargan the hacker of bones, 
Mianan and Donn-ghlaire the mild. 

'Twas there Ceirin, the slender-legged, fell, 
Cruadan and Aedh, of the goldea diadems 
Three whose fame was wide spread. 
And who were expert in the fight of spears. 

'Twas there the victorious FoUamhan fell, 
Biosan, Luaise, Daoise, and Laig ; 
Cainte, Lionan, and Gaine the gentle, 
DruiUeadh, Blaodh, and Cionntair. 

Twas there fell Cuman the lively,. 
Eoighne, Gloime, Ciar and Brad, 
Beallaire, Cuirnin, and Meanndan the swift, 
Laisne, Fraoch, Niall and Glas. 

2 C^into* There are numerous families in Ireland, at the present daj 
l>earing this name. 
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O. )i Ami bo cttic ^uaUp 1)4^ u-fe^cc, ' 
4t 5-c|tuA650yl UA 5-CAt b* teAOi>> 

^AC &-|:a^l|iii bit litAb AT;o|f ^w- 

c.V^ cmaIIa6 leAc aV le]f ^n h-J^^p)!) * 

leAi) 50 f]Q\% aY ijli CAT) bfteA5 ! 

O. 4>o cfiu|TjT3«Aii?A]ti A]t 5-ca|u 'r*l* TJ3A&AlT*i 
A cl&t|i|6 p6 ^e|6|fti, A V t?| bftfeA3 1 
&o luA6Ti?ai|i wjle bul bo fe|l3i 
Aft bjtUAC aY Ayi le|li5 tocA Le|T>- 

]f ^AbA tl?|f6, A Pb^CflATC TJUA6 1 

5AI) beACA A3 lu48 bu]c i*5&aI; 
ij^ cofii>uil Uac^ Tjit leb* *DblA, 
311T1 Ab ioj3?iju|t)e Ijb c\}A\i v^ ^^ 1 

p. t^AbAi^t cuAttwrst^ll T)* r^flse 6u|t)!>, 

piJir bU]1)T3 AIJtlJAlJTJA TJA 5'COO f AO|Ce> 

A'f ijA D5a6ah bA bitjo sue Af 3^1 fi. 

0* 31 Pb^qiAlc ! bo 5eAbA|i> 50 U At? bft^c, 
fiDceACC Af uitixcc Ajt at; b-p^^i?!? ; 
Ai|v A|i 5-coi}Aib, Vf Aji t)3^8a||i ■sut-h]t)% 
uc I If c^taA^ An h]t A bftfc b^ ij-beif ! 

I ji/ifei-, ^A tj-6ACf of the ateeda. 
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0. 'Twas there fell Mualan of the exploits, 
lu the midst of the battle's rage ; 
And many more, recent Patrick ! 
That I cannot now name. 

P. Tell me, Oisin, if thou rememberest. 
Where you and the Fenians went ; 
When ye left the slaughter hill, 
Relate truly, and tell no lie ! 

0. We gathered our hounds and dogs, 

Cleric in want ! and 'tis no falsehood, 

We all agreed to go and hunt, 

On the banks and plains of Loch Lein. 

Long am I, O Patrick, lately arrived ! 
Without food, telling thee tales ; 
'Tis not likely that thou and thy God, 
Would be fonder of the clerics than of me. 

P. Relate to us an account of the chase, 

Oisin I and leave off thy complaining ; 
Tell us the names of the high-bred hounds, 
And the dogs most melodious in voice and cry, 

0. Patrick ! I could till doom's day. 
Go on and tell about the Fians, 
Of our hounds and melodious dogs, 
Alas ! how sorrowful to live after them ! 



se)L5 ioci)^ tejH. 



O. 5luA|fe«.TUA0]tii^e A^ Ijoy bo m^]fh 

50 n403An?<^|]t AD ^Aicce f^A|i-5Uf ut>^ 
Ajt bfioAC c|iirbfA]t too^t i&]i>»* 

)r & 1W At? loc Tf ^llt?e fS^im, 

M)t) 5 AT) 6^*^15 A b-CAff^e A t)OCZ f 

cjODDAr b'pAij 6*1; b-'p&TT>ij f AD loc ; 

qA Aco 6fi 1)5 Af|t5eAb &, 

aV cfi^Ab A^ cfeiti) bo ^]%\je a cofs- 

0» Slcl^ AIJTJ p'lb fAl) rAOb CUA]bj 

cAojAb lujfieAc 50HrD slAf^ 

AtA A^tJ f At? CAOb f |A||, 

cA03Ab clo5Ab Ai? Aoj) Uacd. 

Hoc U|ijp Loch Leins This was the ancietil name of the lake^ of 
Killarney m Kerry* retaiiied to the preatint diij. The O^CeorbhailU 
OT O'CarTOlli, of the rma of Aedh BeaonflD^ king of MunBter, were 
chiefs of thii diitrict, and had tlieir reHidence there ; but the O^Dona- 
cbadhoa, (of the second branch of whom The O*Donoh0et M*P*, ia the 
preaant lineal repreaentative) ; who weri^ origmnlly seated in the plaia 
of Caiseal (CaBhell), having settled t^i Lot^h X^in^ diipos&esaod imd 
reduced the O'CarroIls, with other families descendaDts of Conaire Mor, 
and ereeted a new territory, to which waa given the name Eoganacbt 
Loeha Lcin ; and afterwards Eoganacht Ui Dhonnchadha. One of the 
five prerogati?ea of the king of Munster, was to remain to enjoy the 
fe&f t of Loch LeiD from one Monday to another ; and, according to tho 
poet Bencan or Benigiius, who is said to hare been & disciple of St, 



THE CHASE OF LOCH LEIN. 



0. We proceeded, such of the Fians as survived, 
After the battle of the great slaughter. 
Till we reached the verdant plain. 
On the banks and borders of Loch Lein, 

This is the lake — the fairest to be seen, 
That is under the sun truly ; 
Many treasures belonging to the Fians, 
Are in it, doubtless, secured this night. 

P. Relate to us, generous Gisin, 

How they were left by the Fians in the lake^ 
Or whether it be gold or silver, 
And what it is that detains it there ? 

0. There are there in the northern side [of the lake] 
Fifty blue-green coats of mail ; 
There are in the western side^ 
Fifty helmets in one pile I 

l^atrick, the king of Loch Lein was exempt from paying tribute to the 
king of Caiseal. Here are his words : — 
" T^l ctif ni5^ ^ ?t)uti)A|i) ti)6|ti, 

txf 5Abtti^]0 1)1 5A^cl)Ati 561U, 

tlf RAlcl)leAI)&, t^f lACl)A 16(1)," 

There are tliree kings in great Mumha, 
Whose tribute to Caiseal is not due ; 
The king of Gabhran whose hostages are not to be seized on 
The king of Rathleann, the king of Loch Lein. 

loAbAti i)A 5-CoAttc, pp. 58, 59. 
The following stipends were given by the king of Caiseal to the king of 
Loch Lein : — Seren steeds, seven drinking horns, and, seven shields, and 
seven hounds (76. pp. 68, 69). And at pp. 256, 257, {Idem), we find the 
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O, 2ic-A ATji) r^T) cAob te^fi 

A'f AD B^|ltl-buA6 A|1 AOIJ ]t]A1?. 

?lca AUD t^T) c*ob fofit, 

6|t aY 5AbAc 50 led|i, A'f 50|lj 
7'c6ji bob' foti^ATtCAc le ]il^&, 
r]5eA& A 5-cfeii> 5A6 U cati mitfli* 

C^A bo|l75 '^ feAt)6|t* i>A T)-beoi3, 
A Pb^ctiAjC I frAO| bfioo b^ Iua6j 
A |IA|b AJUIUO bo COTJAlb f Aoi^e, 
Af bo 5AbA|Ti gac-bjijo bo jeAbA]]! uA^to. 

4>o b^ Ai>T? SseoUt) A5uf BtiAi)/ 
Lon>Ai^e, B|iob, A5wf Lonj-liic, 
cu|5 CODA A b-cuf r^ll3^ ^V 50F"?*j 
i>^c f^AjiAfe co(&6e le piotjij I 

Oo b] A5 }^]OijT) bo 5A6A|iAib bfoije, 
UA|t!)iTj, Bttio^mAti, ^5uf UAjll-beo ; 
SceAlUifte ReAcrAine Af 4!)|At?-itltf, 
CAllA]|te^ f)^6n)^u A'f S^iATilSj* 

t>o bj Aise %|AijAi|ie A3ur T^|t§Ai9, 

tuAti SAOtAfl, SoAftC aV CwAftlb, 
BAT?bU]|^, CAcbuAfej A5Hf LjAfAT?, 

BAbAiT*^, 5t^1^T)^i>; A3Uf T^iiAin?. 
following awardi granted by tbe king of Cftiaeal to the king of Loch 
Lein ;— 

blf5ie cuiij^iij clj4fctn*3«ATijATl, 

fici bo Acuf ffctji eAc, 

Ficbl lot>5 t35^tJi tono<^b btiCAclj." 

To the king of extcnaire Loch Lein, 
Ja due a friendly return, 
Twenty cow3 and twenty steed a, 
Twenty §liipB to him — no bad award. 

See al^o Windele's Noiicet of Cork and KiUarne^j and Mri. HaU'« Hand^ 
hook for Kilkrnefj. 
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0. There are in the southern side 

Ten hundred broad and glittering swords ; 
Ten hundred shields and the Dord Fhiann, 
And the Barr-buadh likewise. 

There is in the eastern side 
Gold and raiment in plenty, and spoils, 
Treasures too many to describe, 
That came afar each day across the sea. 

Though [it be] doleful for an old man living after them, 
Patrick ! to be in sorrow recounting them. 
The names of all our well-bred hounds, 
And melodious dogs you will get from me. 

We had there Sgeolan and Bran, < 

Lomaire, Brod, and Lom-luth ; 
Five hounds foremost in the chase and actions 
That never parted Fionn ! 

Fionn had of melodious dogs, 
Uaithnin, Brioghmhar, and Uaill-bheo ; 
Steallaire, Reachtaire, and Dian-ras, 
Callaire, Fiadhman, and Sgiarlog. 

He had also Manaire and Trean, 
Luas, Saothar, Searc and Cuaird ; 
Banduir, Cathbuadh, aud Ldasan. 
Radaire, Grianan, and Fuaim. 

1 Here Oisin relates to St. Patrick the names of the principal hounds 
which the Fenians brought from Cnoc-an-air ; and if we are to rely upon 
the category, many of the names have something significant about them ; 
— For instance — Brioghmhar, signifies the strong or vigorous; Uaill- 
bheo, a lively howl ; Steallaire, spatterer ; Dian-ras, swift in the chase ; 
Trean, strong ; Luas, swifb ; Saothar, expeditious ; Searc, affection ; 
Cuaird, to go on an errand ; Cath-hhuadh, victorious in battle ; Radaire, 
pleasing; Grianan, sunbright; Fuaim, noi^e ; Lom-bhall, bare-limbed: 
Monaran turf-ranger ; Feargach, wrathful ; Ras, race. 
The classical reader will, no doubt, recollect a similar enumeration of 
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f^4.}i^Ac, ipeA^4k%), Bofjtj A^uf Raf, 
At) l]Ol) COTJ ^ilije Af ^^^J% t^]tfe40 J 

50 Ut|i5 A^f 50 fle^fAib iocA t^|iji 
*t)o bj *5 0|*cuft bo fAOjc cotjAjb, 

aijte, ^i|ie, TFAftie, At tuAf^ 

t)o b| 't)a T)-bail bo 3AbttA|b biot?^, 
CU^r, F[lleA&, 2t)<vi5, aV KuAt5, 

*l>fiAt?Ai|iej B^inj, ObAi;i? Vf Cu4if?, 
4>o h] A|3e to|i5Ajtte, TPeice^nj a f Boi}i?, 

C0f5A||te, peATDj BuAlc^t^f A*f pJlAOC, 

StTtACA||iej Kt^iJi 51^1^^^ -^V CaottJ' 
*Do b| A5 T^Aol^i) bo coTjAib ^]lr)e, 

B^|ic^ij, 'ptVATf)A||te, CaoI^t) aY Cliac, 

the nnmea of Acteon^a dogSi tliat pureued their uiaateri tmnaformed mlo^ 
a Btag by the goddess Diana, in punishment for having Burprisetl hct 
whilst bathing with her Djmphs (Ovid's Metamorphoses^ lih. iii,) The 
Latin poet, howercri la neither ao tcdioiia nor so unvarying in his enu- 
raeTationi fts the Irish hard, in the present inalAnGe, for liaTing giVen 
dietinctivc charactcriatica to his doga. He breaks off with the words :^- 
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0. He had Lom-bhall, and Monaran, 

Feargach, Fearan, Bonn and Kas, 
Cnagaire, Feirin, and Ball-ur, 
Mallaire, Trean-luth, and Rinn-bhar, 

He had likemse Duanan the swift, 
Suanan, Heart, and Feall ; 
Leagaire, Foraire, and Sliomhan, 
Crithire, Larbharan, and Geall. 

Here thou hast, Patrick ! the fair [haired] 
The number of fine hounds and stout dogs, 
Which Fionn brought from Cnoc-an-air, 
To the plains and borders of Loch Lein ! 

Oscur had of true bred hoimds 
Fead and Fostaigh, Cluain and Faobhar, 
Aire, Mire, Faire and Luas, 
DaoJ, Gruaim, Fior and Caol. 

He had along with them of melodious dogs 
Cleas, Filleadh, Maig and Ruaig, 
Altain, Farraire, Sith-chruaidh and Gearr, 
Dranaire, Reim, Obann and Cuan. 

He had Lorgaire, Feitheamh and Bonn, 
Cosgaire, Feam, Bualtan and Fraoch, 
Cealgan, Meang, Preabaire and Pian, 
Stracaire, Rian, Gloran and Caomh. 

Faolan had of fine hounds 
An-Uaill the lucky, Uaill and Fostaigh, 
Barcan, Feamaire, Caolan and Cuach, 

' Daolan, Suan, Arr, and Fothram. 

** Quosque referre mora est." — Lib. iiL, v, 225. 
In some of our modern Anglo-Irish hunting songs and baUads, the names 
of the dogs of the chase are likewise given* Can it be that our bards 
and song- writers followed a classical model, without a consciousness of 
the fact? 
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0- *t)o h] Ai^e bo 5A6fi4ib bjorj-jlofi^Cj 

Col^ltUi F^f5A* lp\t}6m^v A'f Cjie^c, 

'Cfm^&Tj^tj, CT<i]iboccj A^uf C|Atj-cuAi|ib, 
Ogc^D, JolsuAiTt, T^leA5, A3^»r po^cAiS, 

*Do bj 45 3oU 50 cci>A|b f AO]ce, 

X^fteAiJ-luc, Baifie, 6|C|oll A> l^eAf, 

puAtiat;, 6A5A, A5uf €^Aii^D ; 

*t)d b| Ajje bo 5Ab|tAib uA^U-bjijo* 
Bo546|m, S5fc, 5oUi? ^s^^r Coitt, 

■poslu^inj, 'peAb-Saiit, A5uf FAijcdifi. 

4>o bj A|5e ffir ^AoiMu bfTO, 
T:uAfi3Ailte, B|t)5, A5wr ^Im^laijj 

4)ftA1>Alfle, N|Tf)*f|^CAllj A5Uf SCflACAj 

CluAt7A||iej t^|iotD-5e^|t|t, A3ur SeA^ic^y. 

t»o b| bo coijAib A3 ^Ac Lii34c)j/ 
SeAbAc, Lupj3eAC^ ajui* 6j|tleAC ; 

2Q6|t-c^t^, Curt}^T7, A5i*r "FaAiiiTjA, 

2loUt?, SjnAbA, A5af pAob^fi 

I ^AC htSAclj. This Feniati chief was eon of Dai re Dearg, son of 
Fionn Mac Cumliaill, Ilia iDother*B name was Luighcach— so called 
from luight to Bwear, because aO the females belonging to bis household 
ewore that she was a daughter of Fiono* Eeoce be was caUed Mac Lu- 
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O. He had of melodious dogs 

Marbhan, Forfhogra, Fiar and Te%, 
Oolgan, Fasga, Finomhan and Creach, 
Leir-sgrios, Feall, Uaill-bhinn and Leirg, 

He had also Glaisin and Beolan, 
Fonnaoil, Ciarbhan, Gluais and Lorg, 
Truadhnan, Ciarbhocht and Cian-chuaird, 
Ochtan, lolghuair, Fleagh and Fostaigh. 

Goll had of noble hounds 
Gluaire, Bioga, Creacht and Aire, 
Cian, Radharc, Eisdeacht and Pairt, 
TreanJuth, Baire, Eitioll and Feas. 

He had also Fulang and Eadrom, 
Fuaran, Eaga, and Teanan, 
Ard-leim, Sar-ruith, and Imchian, 
Garbhan, Fiall, and Leanan. 

He had of melodious dogs 

Bogleim, Sgith, Golan and Toir, 
Searbhan, Grod-uaill, and Seachran, 
Foghluaim, Fead-ghair, and Rantoir. 

He had likewise Maoilin the melodious, 
Tuargaire, Ring, and Amalan, 
Dranaire, Nimh-fhiacail, and Straca, 
Cluanaire, Trom-ghearr, and Searcan. 

Mac Lughach had of hounds 
Seabhac, Luingeach, and Eirleach, 
Mor-than, Cuman, and Fuanna, 
Aolan, Sguaba, and Faobhar. 

ghach, after his mother^s name ; because it was considered disgraceful 
to caU him after his father. It was Lughaidh Lamha the Momonian that 
struck Fionn at the feast in the palace of Tara. Vide Agallamh na Sean- 
oiridh, or Dialogue of the Sages. 
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O. 4>o b| *|5e bo 5^8]i4|b he^^, 

CAOft&T;, C^uAipc, A3uf Cuile65, 

4>o bj A3 ^)ac Hoi>aiT> S|t|IJIJ, 
bo cot)* lb luAice A3af f AOjC^p 
CwAD-cofiij&Ab^ 45uf ^ACAifte Ti?eA|i, 
Ct7^it)aC| tiftUcj ^3«r 'S^O}te, 

4>0 b| Ajje ^Of HfAri^rt^c luAft, 
2l]9TbeAfi, rJuAiiic, A3U1- H^aI, 
&51ac, tAbitu^fjj A5Uf B0I5 feAfJ3f 

4)0 bj Afse bo 5A6ttA]t f^djluAimoeAd^ 

Crt^tpi^ifi. SuAo, A3iirT;oir3; 

Cti|oi>e, 5u*3atj, l)occ, aV iDdfc^ 

Bu^t7^t), f6\\\j A3UT* ?oir5, 

<Do b| A|3e *l>«A|ib^r} A3uf SijA^i 
lomai), Cac, A3uf CA0f3u]i; 
CA|bji7, 3e*l^^i ^*f LuAjc-jleAf; 
'F0]C|1>, B^Af, AJllf BAoife. 

1>a b] Ai3e Kor 5A]tb-uA|U S^a^*, 

'PuAiqt), TiAorrjAb* A3iif Lo|iclvtJ, 
aipufjie, 5lto&-3^iji, A3U|- t:eA|tc, 
CuAT)A|]t, Boyi^U^cftj A5ii|* UAtb^ij. 
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O. He had of sprightly dogs 

Luadran, Seoladh, and Tacadh, 
Cul-saor, Mion-ghaire, and Stuaim, 
Biadan, Bruachair^ and Casadh. 

He had likewise lomlan the hardy, 
Caoran, Duairc, and Cuileog, 
Arguin, Breac-bhall, and Dunuir, 
Mear-bhall, Fionnduir, and Truslog. 

Mac Eonain the social bad, 
Of swift and noble hounds, 
Cuan-choimead, and Machaire the swift, 
Cnamhach, Urlach, and Gaoithe. 

He had also Niamhrach the swift, 
Ainmhear, Tuairt, and Neall, 
Eolach, Ladruin, and Bolg the slender, 
Meanmhuin, Feam, and Traost. 

He had of well bred dogs 
Craipleir, Snan, and Toisg, 
Cuinne, Guagan, Docht, and Doith, 
Buanan, Foir, and Foisg. 

He had Duardan and Snap, 
Loman, Gath, and Caosgur, 
Caibin, Gealan, and Luaith-ghleas, 
Foithin, Beas, and Baoise. 

He had also Garbh-naiU the sharp, 

Fuaithin, Taomadh, and Lorcan, 

Alpuire, Grod-ghair, and Tearc, 

Cuanair, Bonnlaice, and Uamhan. 
U 
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O. t)o b] ^5 t)]A|trDu]b O'<t)uiboe, 
bo coi)^)b fAO]ce a Ion) luc, 

C)u]lle65, Lfeirt)^AbA, A5uf Clu]b. 

4Do b| Ai^e bo 3A8[tA]b fe]l5e, 
CuaUi), Lo||t5eAc, Ajuf 3l^|"?> 
<t)ub-5|te]8]Tt), TPollA^ite, Ajuf )A|t|tAcc, 
puAftc^i), 3l^")^l!t^> -^S^r 2loi)A|t^t)« 

4Do b] bo coTjAjb A5 ^l^f CAortj, 

'CiteAbAjfie, SeAf5, A5uf ^6|t-6^il, 
LuAbatj, Buor^c, SeAij3A][te, aV C|HaII, 
Lo|t5an), Sc]AllA||te, A5uf T^itacc^t?. 

4Do b] bo 3A6[iA]b A]5e i)a b-]?ocAi|t, 
JaIUt), Cor3A]Ti, TtieAf Asuf T^ftusAb ; 
C]AijtKij, 3^1")b]f), 'FaUa ASUf T^|i6ai), 
KiAMj^O^ Se]|tce, Bajic Ajuf C|ttt. 

43o b] A5 FeAjtsup ^]le fbli^O, 
bo cooA]b bA 5ij]ori)Ac, Iua]c ; 

3|0baiJ, pUAbAC, A5Uf HlO-|lU|C, 
tuAblt^l), 'pUllJT^ATt), 5^l6eA1)1) A5ur t)tt]l. 

4Do b] A]5e bo 3A&|iA]b jUnj-biijije, 
'puAcai), t)lACt, 'ploii ASttf L]ot);a^t) ; 
CuAf AC, 'B}t-h]t)t), A5Uf St^uasac, 
Uatijac, BleAcc, A^uy ^DUcc^i), 

<t)0 b] A3Alt)r<^ r6]0, A Pb^C|lA]C ! 

A5Uf A5 c^c 6 r|i) f uAf ; 

A ij-6A5ri)A]f T)A 3"C0f) aY IJA l?3A6A|t ttb, 

be]c 3-c6Ab A|t lac pAC b-|!u|l]n) bo lttA6. 
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O. Diarmuid O'Duibhne had, 

Of noble, fierce, and swift hounds, 
Coisir, Noinin, and Gear-leana, 
Duilleog, Leim-fhada, and Cluid. 

He had of dogs for the chase, 
Cualan, Loirgeach, and Glaimh, 
Dubh-ghreidhim, FoUaire, and larracht, 
Fuarcan, Glamaire, and Aonaran. 

Glas the gentle, had of hounds 
Treabhaire, Seasg, and Mor-dhail, 
Luaban, Bunsach, Seangaire, and Triall, 
Lorgan, Stiallaire, and Trachtan. 

He had of dogs along with them, 
lallan, Cosgair, Treas and Trughadh, 
Cianan, Gaimbin, Falla and Trean, 
Riaman, Soiree, Bare and Cru. 

Feargus, Fionn's poet, had, 
Of swifb and active hounds ; 
Giodan, Fuadach, and Kin-ruith, 
Luadran, Fuinneamh, Geibheann and Duil. 

He had of dogs of the sweetest cry, 
Fuathan, Dlacht, Fior and Lion an, 
Guasach, Bith-bhinn, and Gruagach, 
Uamach, Bleacht, and Dlachtan. 

I had myself, Patrick ! 
And so had all the rest. 
Besides those hounds and dogs. 
Ten hundred more for the chase that I do not name. 
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ir 10D3DA lion? 1)6 ir 3«^W 3«n cujC, 
|:|A|6 lejitje ai) Ioca ub?^ 

O. 21 Pbivc|iAic! A 3-cuaIa cii aij c-fe]l3,^ 

A rt)]C 2llpflU|l) 1JA pfAlfl) f^ri) 1 

TPAfi bo jijjije At) bcAi) le piotji), 

A f 5At) AO!) IjeAC Al)!) 1)A c6Tt)6^]l. 

p. M] bojc 30 3-cuaIa a tp]c ai) nig F 
^ 0|no sM^^ 1?^ i)3^10ri) i)3A]t3; 
A]Cfi]r bujDt) 3AD cufitfe bfid]!), 
cioijAf bo |t]3De led ai) c-feAl3 ? 

O. M] cAi)ri)AOift)e Ai) pbl^i^t; 36,* 
i)|0|i cujbe 6 bo f AtblujAb le6, 
le |:ip]i)i)e A'f le i)eA|tc Afi l^ii), 
bo c]3n)A0]f fUi) 6f 3AC sleo. 

M]0|t f u|6 i;eAc Ab cill, 

A Pb^C|tA]C, ]f b]l)T) fUAttl) 3l6|t { 
bob' vmvV)3^ V^ FlODD ffe]!), 
Af) t;eA]t i)^]t cAol bo b]tooA8 6|t. 

Ml0|t f u^b TjeAc A 3-c]ll, 

3|8 b]t)i) l]b A CAi)A]b pfA]ln), 
bob ^e^|i|t |!OCaI t)^ at) pbl^W^ 
f ]|i 1)^1% lo]c A i)3le6 3A|ib. 

* A liter " 2ltj trjAS n^) At) locA iiu." 

The deer of that lake. 

21 5-ciuU cu Af) c-fe]l5 ? ^arc you heard of the chase f The chase 
referred to here is that of Sliabh Fuaid, (which will be given in a subse- 
quent volume of our Transactions), where A line transformed herself 
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P. Relate, Ol^in, of the marvellous deeds ! 
Without falsehoods, a lay of the chase ; 
I am mistaken, or you soon slew 
The deer of the plains of that Lake. 

0. Patrick ! have you heard of the chase, 
son of Alpruin of psalms sublime ! 
That the woman caused to Fionn, 
And no one present in his company. 

P. 'Tis not likely I have heard, son of the king ! 
Oisin the wise, of terrible deeds. 
Relate to us without the sadness of sorrow, 
How the chase was performed by them ? 

0. We, the Fians, told no lies. 

Such should not be laid to our charge ; 
By truth and the strength of our hands, 
We came unhurt from every battle. 

A cleric never sat in thy church, 
O Patrick, of the melodious voice ! 
More truthful than Fionn himself, 
The man who was not niggardly in bestowing gold. 

None sat in a temple, 
Though sweet ye think they chant psalms. 
More strict of their word than the Fians, 
Men who faltered not in fierce conflict. 

into a deer in order that the Fenians may give her chase, for the purpose 
of entrapping them, to be avenged for the death of her husband and sons 
who feU at Cnoc-an-air. ^ 

8 56, a lie. This expression very frequently occurs in Fenian poetry, 
because a strict adherence to truth was one of the chief characteristics 
of the Fians. Even at this day a liar is held in utter contempt by the 
peasantry. 
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O. <D^ n)A]|tf:eA6 ^ac ^oftOA fDeAji, 

Aij Iaoc bo cu]]teA6 cac a|i c6Ab ! 

feA|i A 5ce]|tc bo |iO]t)i) A]t ai) h-lp^]\)v; 
1)0 4D^]|ie bo fe]i)i)eA8 5AI) locc, 
A 1J5UC i)A 5-clo3 i)] he]t n)o X?^]V ! 

4D4v Tt)Ai|i|:eA8 2t)eA]t3AC i)a Iaw, 
At) peAfi ijan 5Ai)i) A3 cu]t Ai) ^iTt ; 
Ofcu|i aY ^ac K6o^]1) 3fiii)ij, 
bo c\i6t)^t) y^t) 3-C|ll tjiofi f^rt) I 

43;2v Tt)A]|t|:eA& 2lo8 BeA3 rt^AC y^h]Vr), 
x)b 'pAoUi) 3|t|i)i) i)^[i feA|i|t ijeAC, 
1)0 Cop^i) Ti)Aol bo b] 3AI) 3]tuA]3, 
If ]Ab b'^^3 n)e pAO^ SfiuA^tt) le feAl ! 

Mo'f) c-AbAC beA3 bo b] A3 p]oi)ij, 

bo cu]|ieA6 3AC aoij a b-co][tc]n) fUA]t> I 

bA bjijije l]oii) fuA]!!) A n)^A]t, 

1)^ b-f u]l bo cl6]]t A 3-c|ll Y^ b-cuAC ! 

Of A1)0lf 1JAC T1)A]]teAl)f) A1J pblAtJI), 

i);2v p|oi)i) f^AlrbAjt i)A t)-buAf ; 

bo bo8A]t flAIJf^t) 1)A pfAlrt), 

-^V 3^^^!^ 3^^6 1)^ 3-cl^3 ^o cluAf , 

p. S3Ul]t bo b^Al A feA1)0|]t f UA]|tC I 

ija b] feAfbA A3 luA& i)A b-'piAw; 
30 i)-beACAbA]t i;o|tc n^Ajt aij 3-ce6, 
-^V 3^ n}-be]b 30 beo a V^^X V^ b-p]AO I 
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0. Had Mac Morna the swift lived, 

GoU the mighty, who loved not gems. 

Or Mac Ui Dhuibhne, the beloved of women, 

The hero who vanquished one hundred [men in battle] ! 

Had Fergus, Fionn's poet, lived, 

He who distributed justice to the Fians, 

Or Daire, whose music was faultless. 

To the sound of the bells I'd give no heed. 

Had Meargach of the spears lived, 

He who was not scanty in dealing slaughter, 

Oscur and Mac Ronain the pleasant, 

Thy humming in the church would not be agreeable. 

Had Aodh Beag, the son of Fionn, lived, 
Or Faolan the pleasant, who refused not any one, 
Or Conan the bald, who was without hair, 
'Tis they who have left me in gloom for a time. 

Or the small dwarf, who belonged to Fionn, 
Who lulled each one into heavy sleep ; 
The sound of his finger was dearer to me 
Than all thy clerics in church and country. 

As it is now that the Fians do not live. 

Or Fionn the generous, the bestower of rewards, 
The hum of the psalms and harsh sound of the bells 
Have deafened my ears. 

P. Close thy lips O pleasant old man ! 

Henceforth do not name the Fians ; 

They passed ofi* like a mist. 

And shall be for ever in bonds of pain. 
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Xj^ b|te|c ba cUffie ^cc -diiju]!. 

fCAft be|c |rjA&^ A]\ At) 5-cr)oc ub caU I 

P, Ml bibeATjD AjAb UAbA 3Ai> bjAB, 

bo ^efbeAtji) cu feAcc fi7bA||i5lo A^ti^^ti^ 

Af ti?|or5^i? mofi bo*ij |n?, 

aV ce^rfiAnjAb tt)A||ic 5AC aoi> U- 

O- 1>0 COlJAjJtC «>& CAOtl CAOflCA^DU,^ 

bA ti?6 ^A0| 65 T?a bo fijeA|*5&n ; 

aY bo cotjAjtc Tt)fe bu|Ileo5 e|8iic^|i), 

bA tTjo A f bA lejce u^ bo bAT^Sl'^ Atiaffj ! 

* F|A6p ifeer. The most perfect akeletons of this animal, the CetcuB 
Gi^anieus, as we a*aume, now known in Ireland, are preierved in tho 
MEieums of tlie Royal Dublin Society, and of Trinity College, where 
these are tJiree Bpecimens to be seen. There is alio a very perfect skeleton 
in tlie Belfast Museum, into wlilub we were conducted during a recent 
visit to that towd, by Mr, Robert Mac Adam, a gentleman who tnkQ^ 
pecnliar interest in mattera of archeology ; and to whose exertions 
we believe the Museum of that town is mainly indebted for the vast 
collection of aotiquitiea therein preserved. This $kelet<jn standi upwards 
of six; feet high, and is perfect m every respect. 

■ Caoh CAoncu|rj(j, i.Ci, The Btrry %J the Rti^^an Tree. It ie tradi- 
tionally recorded that, in order to defeat the arguments of St. Patrick, 
respecting' the quantity of food given to Oisia, the latter, though aged 
and blind, set out, attended by a guide, and on arriving at Glcnaflmoil,. 
which is supposed to beihe valley of the Dodder, near Dublin ; tlie guide 
called hia attention to a huge tree bearing fruit of enormous sis^e, of 
which Oisio, tuld him to pluck one and preeerve it. Proceeding 
further in the gleo, the guldens attention was attracted by the great si a© 
of the ivy leaves which covered the rocks, and which from their immense 
file overs had owed the valley from one end to the otlier; of these Oiain 
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O. Though many bells are in thy church, 

Chanting and dolefully humming psalms, % 

I would not credit thy judgment respecting the Fians, 

Nor the judgment of thy clerics but regard it alike, 

I often slept abroad on the hill, 

Under grey dew, on the foliage of trees, 
And I was not accustomed to a supperless bed 
While there was a stag on yonder hill ! 

P. Thou hast not a bed without food, 

Thou gettest seven cakes of bread. 

And a large roll of butter, 

And a quarter of beef every day. 

O. I saw a berry of the rowan tree 
Twice larger than thy roll ; 
And I saw an ivy leaf 
Larger and wider than thy cake of bread, 

also directed him to pull a leaf and preserve it. They then proceeded 
to the Curragh of Kildare, where Oisin sounded the Dord Fhian, which 
lay concealed under a Dalian, and a flock of blackbirds answered the call, 
among which was one of enormous size, at which Oisin let loose a favorite 
hound that after much wrangling killed the bird. They cut off a leg which 
they brought home, and laid the rowan berry, the ivy leaf, and leg of 
the blackbird before St. Patrick, to show that Oisin was right, and the 
Saint wrong in his notions respecting the dietary of Oisin whilst living 
with the Fenians. A very curious paper on the Fenian traditions of 
Sliabh-na-m-ban, where the scene of this legend is laid, by Mr. John 
Dunne of Garryricken, will be found in the TYansactions of the Kilkenny 
Archaological Society, for 1851, p. 333. 

We are informed that large and luxuriant ivy leaves grow at Chapel - 
izod, county Dublin, and also at Glenasmoil, one of which was procured 
by an official on the Ordnance Survey, and now preserved as an original 
illustration of the text, in the manuscript volume of ** Letters on the An- 
tiquities of the county Dublin,** preserved in the Archives of the Irish 
Ordnance Survey Office ; as a proof that the large ivy of former days 
had not yet degenerated in Ireland. The largest ivy leaf we have seen, 
grew on the old walls of St. John's Church, Kilkenny, in July, 1858. 
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O. <t)b cooA|tc 11)6 ce^cftAti^Ab lo]r), 

bA ti^d 1)^ bo ceAC|tAH)o^6 ii)Afti:^^o J 
If 6 bo Ijof) 11)0 Cjio^Se le cu||ife, 
he]t Ab qsf 1, A bocc^fi) ! 

Jf njiPic bo bA6AfA 50 t?]All, 
A D-<t)uD Ai) t*l5 O^jt S^DO, 
AH t:eA6 TD^of a S-CA^qii) bo'i) ii)-biA6, 
bo b]A6 cA|i ti)'feif 5AC qoi)i). 

2t)ui)A T!)-beic i)A seAfA h] a|i T^bioiji), 
aY i)^]i rbjAi) le]f ctt]qiD Cjiib, 
A |iA]b A|i i)eAii) 'f-^ b-|:u]l a|i l^ji, 
1)] cUoibf eAbAOjf le^T!) njo 1173 ! 

p. jr fe Ti}o Hi5|*i bo 6eAlbu]5 ve^w, 
If 6 bo be^H i)eA|ic i)a Iaoc ; 
If 6 bo cun) Ai) b^ot-buAi), 
If fe bo be]|i bl^c t)A 3-CfiAob. 

jf 6 bo 8eAlbut5 6Af5A a f 3|i]A0, 
7f 6 bo beiti iAf3 A|i l]VV ; 

If 6 bo C|tUCUl§ 30|IC A'f f 6A|t, 

V] b-ioi)At)o ^'t ^^ccA 'pbiw ! 

O. N^ A|i c|iucu3a8 30|ic t)^ V^^H^f 
ca3 11)0 iti3f e ^6ii) a 6uil ; 
Acc A3 cof3Ai|t cojtpAib Iaoc, 

A3 COf PATI) C|t]OC A'f A3 CU|t A cltt ! 

2in f«in5i^ ^n i"^mc, ati feii3, 

A|i i)0cca6 n)ei|i3e a b-cuf 3le6, 
A[i iiDlltc f iccille A f A]t f o^iiJi 
A'f A|i fe]ceAri) c^c a b-c|3 at) 61I. 
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0. I saw a quarter of a blackbird 

Which was larger than thy quarter of beef; 
^Tis it that fills my soul with sadness, 
To be in thy house thou poor wretch ! 

I often had pleasant times 
In the Dun of the generous king ; 
What food I [now] use in a month 
I would have left after me at each meal there. 

Had it not been for the prohibitions which bound Fionn, 
And that it was not his wish to violate them, 
All that dwell in heaven and earth 
Would not vanquish the hand of my king. 

P. 'Tis my king made heaven, 

'Tis he who gave the hero might, 

'Tis he who held eternal life, 

'Tis he who gave blossom to the trees. 

'Tis he who made the sun and moon, 
'Tis he who brings fish into the lakes, 
'Tis he who created fields and grass, 
Not such were the deeds of Fionn ! 

O. 'Tis not the creating of fields and grass 
My king took as his choice, 
But the hacking of bodies of heroes. 
Protecting territories, and spreading his fame. 

The wooing, the play, and the chase. 

The unfolding of banners in the battle's front, 

The playing at chess and swimming. 

And the entertainment of all at the festive board. 
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O. 2t Pb^qiAic ! ca |tA|b bo ^h]^f 
Ao CAP cA]0l5 Af) b|f cA|i leAjt? 
CU5 led beAO ]t]3 LocIai)p i)A I003, 
le'n cu^c |ort)Ab Iaoc f ai> cfteAf ? 

At) ^eA|t bA bojtb sled p^|t qnj ; 
]f cofrijufl ba n)Ai|i^eA6 bo ^Dbl^j 
30 3-cuibeocA le piAtjijA^b pbltJO* 

No AP CAt) C^]0|5 T^Aflc TI}AC 'CjteO]!), 

At) ]:eA|t A|i Ai) b-p6]i)T) bo cuijt ai) c-^|t ! 
1)1 leb' 43bl^ bo cujc At) cu|tA6, 
Acc le b-Ofcuft A ri)eAf3 c^c. 

211ait)a,^ rt)Ac BbA^")^ w)oi|t, 

le n)|Uq 'CeArt)A|]t i)a flSJ cjtfeAi); 
t)]0}i leo]n) f|i) Ti)^ fb^llt bo t)blA, 
bul b^ cIao]8 acc )*]0ot) t^^io* 

jr ]on)8A CAc, TDA8n), aY 3I1A8, 
bo con)5fiA8 le pjADO^lb pblt^O > 
x)) cuaIa 30 i)-beA|iT)A8 6acc, 
1^13 V^ i)AOTb 1)^ 3tt|t 8eA|i3 a Utt) ! 

p. tfei3eAn)A0ib b'Ajt 3-cort)6|tcuf A|t 3AC CAob, 
A f eAt)6||t c\i]or) ac^ 3AI) c6]ll ; 
CU13 3^ b-|:u|l <D|A a|i ijeAib i)a i)-5|ib. 
^'r FpiJO T^ fl^l3ce u]le a b-p6]i)t) ! 

O. Ba rt)6|t Ai) i)^|fie f|i) bo t)blA> 

3At) 3lAf i)A b-p|Ai) bo buA]!) b"pblot)i), 
a'p t)|A |:6it) b^ n)-be|c a n)'h}io]b, 
30 b-c|to]bpeA8 ai) K^^ic cA|t a ceAi)i). 
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O. Patrick ! where was thy God, 

When the two came across the sea ? [the ships, 

Who carried off the wife of the king of Lochlin of 
On whose account many a hero fell in conflict. 

Or when Magnus the Great landed, 
He who was in battle fierce, 
'Tis likely if thy God had lived 
That he would have aided the Fians and Fionn I 

Or when Tailc Mac Treoin landed, 
He who dealt slaughter to the Fians, 
'Tis not by thy God the hero fell, 
But by Oscur in the midst of the foe ! 

Or Alama, the son of Badhma the Great, 
By whom Temor of the brave hosts was pillaged, 
Thy God dared not, had he lived, 
Go fight him but Fionn himself. 

Many a battle, strife, and conflict. 
Was waged by the Fians of Fionn ; 
I never heard of any deed performed [hand. 

By the king of the saints, or that he reddened his 

P. Let us cease our contention on both sides, 
O withered old man devoid of sense ! 
Know that God dwells in heaven of the orders, 
And that Fionn and his hosts are in bonds. 

O. Great would be the shame of God 

If he did not release Fionn from his bonds. 
And if God himself, were a captive. 
The chief would fight for his sake. 



^^^^HI^^N^^^V ^^^^^^^^1 
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^^^^^ A Oirjl) ! V^ M A5 f TljOC^vl 3 AT} Ch]H \ ^^H 
^^^B If l^mfi 6U]Z, bA]V IfOTT? 30 KlO|t, ^^1 


^^^^^H 1 ^iVi-r» Tonv, mudicj lands, wlieritaucep ^. ^^^H 
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O. Fionn never suflfered, in his day, 

That any should be in pain or bonds ; 
Without his ransom by silver or gold, 
By battle or conflict, tiU he won success. 

It is sufficient punishment for me from thy God, 
To be among his clerics as I am, 
Without food, clothing, or music. 
Without bestowing gold on bards. 

Without the cry of the hounds or the sounding horns, 
Without guarding havens and ports, 
For what I suffer for lack of food, 
I forgive heaven's king in my will ! 

Without swimming, hunting, or Fionn, 
Without wooing modest women, without sports, 
Without being seated in my place as was my due. 
Without learning feats of agility or war. 

P. withered old man who art silly. 

Cease henceforth thy foolish talk ; 

God will forgive thee all that has passed 

If in future thou follow his laws. 

0. Satisfaction to thyself or thy God, 

cleric of the clerks I I shall not make ; 
All that I have transgressed of his laws, 

1 do not thank you to forgive I 

P. I pity thy withered form, 

O Oisin 1 cease talking such silly words ; 
Shameful it is for thee, I believe truly, 
Thy constant mockery of the son of God f 
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O. 21 Pb^cfiAic ! ba ny-he]r)r)Y] 5A0 c6]ll, 

t)^ CI05 cjiacA At^i) bo c^ll ! 

p. 1615 ^"f^ ^ ^1^ bAoc, 

A Ti)ic Ai) |i^J Ba ii)A]C clu ; 
36|ll bo' I) c6 bo 51)^8 3AC ti^Aic, 
c|ton) bo ceAi?o ^'f ^eAC bo Jlup I 

BuA^l b'ucc A'f bo]|tc bo 8e6|i ! 
C|ie|b bo'i) c6 Ac^ 6f bo c]Ot)i?, 
c6 3u|i b']Ot)50A6 leAc a Iua6, 
]f 6 bo |tu3 buA8 a]i J^h]Ot)r) ! 

O. 21 Pb^cftA^c ! n)o f3feAl cftuAs ! 
1)1 b]Oi) liofi) |:ttA]ti) bo b^il; 
30]l^eAb 30 pjtAp aV V] V'^ ^h\^, 
Acc l^iot)o> aV -AT) l^bl^W* 3^1) ^^1^ bed. 

p. Bt Ab cofb, A f eADd]|i f uAitic, 

c|t6]3, f eAcu]i), t^uAc A f K^A|t3 ; 
njAji bo geAllAif, Aicjiif bujiji), 
c]oi)t)Af bo ]i]3i)e led ai) c-f eAl3 ? 

O. N]0[i b'|Oi)3i)A8 8u|i)0 A be^c b|i6i)AC, 

aY ceAiji) A|t fl65 bo be^c b'Aji tyb]t'; 
c|A 3u|t n)u|3 oftttiyi) 3eA0 a f 3^i]te, 
ir ^i^lt^t) ^ob' ^8bA|t be]c A3 cao] ! 
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0. Patrick I were I devoid of sense, 

I would rid thy clerics of their heads ; 
There would not be a crozier or white book, 
Or matins bell in thy church ! 

P. Cease thou to be silly, 

son of the king of great fame ! 
Submit to Him who doeth all good, 
Stoop thy head and bend thy knee. 

Strike thy breast and shed thy tear, 

And believe in Him who is above thy head, 
Though thou art amazed at Him being named, 
'Tis He who obtained sway over Fionn! 

O. Patrick ! my woful tale ! 

The hum of thy lips is not sweet to me, 

1 shall bitterly cry, and not for God, 

But that Fionn and the Fians are not alive ! 

P. Hush ! thou pleasant old man. 

Forsake, shun, hate and anger ; 
As thou hast promised, relate to us 
How they performed the chase ? 

O. No wonder that we were sorrowful 
And we bereft of our chief ; 
Though reproached for smiles and laughter, 
'Tis we that had cause to weep ! 



15 
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The following Stanzas were written by Caoilte Mac Ronain, 
on the occasion of some feud arising between the king of 
Munster and Fionn Mac Cumhaill : — 

caojtce Ko cr)2iN. 

A ^Ifl T)A TU-b|t]ACA|t T!)-b]C-b|pt) ; 

oj* cu t^]r)]'5 "50 CeAi)i) Coi) 
5^0 A|cce6, 3A1) fe^l^ujAb. 

foc^ibe ba TU-b]A6 pu8A|i, 
A]|t5f] c^c b^ob A c6|le, 
bA cuftACA A 3-c5|ri)fe||i5e. 

21 beiitimfe jt^b |t^6 t)3l6, 
bA ^io|t bAn? At) f ^]f b]i)fe, 
b|Ai6 b[iAC-feA|i A b-2llii)uiT), 
bo't) CAc ^65]tA6 o|tc A 'pbl')')' 



CAOILTE SANG. 
Proclaiming war on thee, Fionn, 

man of the sweet melodious words ; ^ 
Because thou hast come to Ceann Con, 
Without reproaching, without accusation. 

The combat of Fionn with Munster's king, 
A meeting that gave occasion to grief, „ 
One of them plundered the other, 
Their contention was most heroic. 

I say unto thee a plain saying, -; 
That my prediction is true. 
There shall be spies at Almhuin, 
For the war proclaimed on thee Fionn. 
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The Council of the Ossianic Society do not hold them- 
selves responsible for the authenticity or antiquity of the 
following poem ; but print it as an interesting specimen of 
"-the most recent of the Fenian Stories. In the tract which 
follows it will be found one of the most ancient of the re- 
cords that describe the exploits of Finn Mac OumhaUl. 



TO. 

WILLIAM SMITH O'BRIEN, ESQ., 

PRESIDENT OF THE OSSIANIC SOCIETY. 



SiE, — ^Pursuant to your wishes, and at your very kind suggestion,*; I 
have undertaken the following translation of the Ossianic poem, on 
Cf|\ i)A ij-05 (" Land of Youth,") in the humble but confident hope that I 
may, however, unpretending as an Irish scholar, be in some measure in. 
strumental in restoring our neglected lore to its former style and stan- 
dard. 

From my knowledge of the Fenian stories, and Ossianic poems which 
circulate in this country, I would classify them under three diflferent and 
- — distinct heads, 1st, Fenian history, which comprises all based upon fact 
and supported by the ancient records and chronicles of our country, such 
as Cac SaBiia, Cac Cijuca and the like, which it would be absurd to dis- 
credit against the forcible evidence of our trustworthy annals. 2nd, 
inventions and poetic fictions which are entertaining, and intended by the 
authors more to amuse the reader and to embellish history, than, as some 
say, to impose on his understanding, and claim the credit of truth. 3rd, 
the poems and prophecies of fjotjij, Co]ti]oU, CAOtlco, and others of the 
I^IAijijA Citiioiji) (Irish Militia), which are very interesting, and I should 
think entitled to as much credit as the early traditions of any other 
nation. 

Some assume that the genuine old poems and stories cannot be dis- 
tinguished from the modern fictions, and consequently that they cannot 
be credited, but that all must be considered worthless. This is a very 
unjustifiable assumption. The Irish scholar will at once know the com- 
position of the Fenian period, as the language and style is different 
from that of latter times. From the fourteenth to the beginning of the 
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eighteenth centnrf p we hare fiknother ckss of poemi &nd roioftntic tale«, 
which exhibit a^laterjt^e of the language, but which are well worthy of 
atteotioD. My own coDTictoD m that the Oisiamc poem on the ** Land of 
Touth^^ is of this last class and datCi and from the tcBtimonj of many 
corroborating fkcia supported by Hie result of an inquiry which I insti* 
tuted at your suggestion, I beliere it to liare been written by the learned 
Michael Comjn, contemporaDeously with the romance of tonolh t^^c 
Sc*TTt*Jj 1^ (Torolv the aon of Stam), about the year A,D. 1749. By 
eoaapaiing Cfft ija 0-05 with the occasionally Interspersed versea in the 
romance of Torolv the son of Starn» &.c. whose author is noiversaily ac- 
knowletlged to be Michael Corny n, it will be perceived that there is such 
a similarity and almost Identity of style in them aa to leave do doubt that 
they are both the productions of the iame msi^tcr mind. As further 
proof of this I may state that an illiterate man ot my acquaintance can 
repeat several verses of it, but knows it under no other name but that of 
Uo| Ai) CoinjiJuij CComyn*8 Lay), and that Ms father had it from Comyn*B 
manuscript. Another man statei in a letter to me, that his copy of 
it waa written io the year 1762 by a celebrated Irish scholar, who lived 
in Ruan, County of Clare. In this poem we have an account of Cffi ^a 
ij-&A0(t>6 ifjAjce (Land of the good people), the elysium of the Pagan Iri& 
as related to St. Patrick by OiBin, when he returned to Erin after a lapse 
of more tlian three hundred years^ which he spent in the etijoytnent of aU 
bMas, with his charming spouse, the golden headed (haired) I^iamh. 
While Oisin sojourned In the paradise of perpetual youth, it was (it aeema 
falsely) said of him that he was dead, but as thost? who enter the ** Land 
of the Just" can never die, so Oisin lived until he returned to relate the 
history of hie adventurer, and of this happy elysium. The inhabitants, 
of the eastern countries believed that in the west there was a happy final 
abode for the ju»t which was called Cfft ijiv Tj-to4oiije vi)Ajte (Land of the 
good people*) 

This elysium is supposed to be divided into different states and pro- 
vinces, each governed by its own king or ruler, such mZjn ij-J^ 0-05 (Land 
of yoDih) Cfft 19 A To-beo (Land of the Living) Cfn tjn^ nj.baA&A (I*and of^ 
vipiiies) and several others. According to traditional geography and his- 
tory the '* Land of Youth" is the most diarming country to be found or 
imagined, abounding in all that fancy could suggest or man could desire, 
and bestowiDg the peculiar virtue of perpetual youth, and hence the 
name» In the *■* Land of Virtues," or as some caU it, the Land of Vic* 
tories,^ (but the latter name 1 Buppi>se to be a mis ^translation, as I liure 
i^evcr heard of a battle or strife in this country) i it is all peace, tran-* 
quility and happiness. Aa there is no conflict there can be no victory — 
and tliere is no virtue to be desired which ia not to be had on enlcritig 
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tills country f The " Land of Life'* is supposea to give perpetual life j 
to the departed spirits of the just. These are eapposetl to be loeated 
eomewhere ftboat the sun's aetiing point, and have means of approaeli, 
ehiefly through the seas, lakes and rivers of this world* alio through rathi* 
duns aod forts. The seas, lakes and rivers act as cooling atinoapheres, 
yrhllQ the raths, duns and forts, serve as places of ingress and egresa to and 
from them. There are besiiiee, different grand-gates, as it were, through, 
out the world, «uch aaQU Scwrii) (KJE Stuiflo), situate in Liseannor Baj, 
supposed to be one of the chief entrances into t'^nn^^ Tj-65 (" Land of 
youth.") This is said to be a beautiful but small city, marked by the white 
breaking waves between leAcc (Lahiocli,) and lior-Co^nO^ifn (Liseannor)* 
The white breaking waves, which are always seen in this part of the Bay, 
are said to be caustid by the shallowness of the water over this enchanted 
little city, which is believed to be seen once in seven years, and of 
which, it is observed, that those who see it shall depart this world be- 
fore the lapse of seven yciirfl to come ; but It is not supposed that thoie 
persons die, but change their abode, and transmigrate from this world of 
toil, into the elysium of the just, t.^. Zjn n-^ ^-65 (" Land of Youth/} 
where they shall, at once, become sportive, young aud happy, and con- 
tinue so for ever. It is also believed ^ that those who see those enchanted 
spots, are slightly endowed with tlie gift of prophecyt from the time 
they see it till ihey depart this world, and that they pass through this 
enchanted passage, so magically shewn them, prior to their departure, 
;For furtlier information on C]U Srwfnij (Kill Stuifln), reiid Corny n's Eo- 
mance, called e^iccft^ totioflb tijAjc Sc^mij ajat a cTtiuft hmc (the ad- 
ventures of Torolv Mat: Starn and his three sons). Contiguous to this 
place is another spot called Cijoc n* nos-vi&e ( Fairy Hi] l)^ this was the 
ancient name of Lahinch, before the death of the Chieftain, O'Connor of 
Dumhach, (the Sandpits), who had been treacherously slain there, and in 
memory of whom there had been raised a monument called Le^cr ui Coij- 
cub^fit (O'Connor's monument), which in Irish is the present name of this 
little town, but in its anglicised form Lab inch, or Lahinchy, it has lost all 
sight of the old derivation* It w*ls eidleti Ctjoc ija Sio5-vi&e (Fairy Hill), 
from its being the meeting place of the fairy nobles of this section of the 
country, who, it seems, Uved on terras of intercourse with the nobles of Cfn 
n* n-55 ('* Land of Yoath,*') and this hill is traditionally believed to be the 
place where both tribes met and held their periodical conferences. The 
nobles of this country are said to live in the great and large dnna, for- 
tresses, Mflses, and raths, and to act as agents to the nobles of Cjfi ija n-05 
(** Land of Youth,'') and to those of all the states of the lower paradise. 
One of the duties of thi^r station is to mark the persons suitable to the lower 
c<>untry t and by their supernatural power they meet or aend raessengeri to 
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carry off those persons. It la in the Bhape of a beautiful lady^ such as 
H)*if? C|ij(? pm» golden- headed, (baired) Niamh, that thla messenger is 
geneJ^Uy Been. After the human creature whom she has viait«d has 
Been ht>r» she vaniahcs in aome magic way» and goea Ijack to her own 
eduutry* Ere long the persoo vbited will pine away by some formal 
disease, and will be said to die^ but fairy tradition proves that ho or 
she (whiclieTiir it may be), doea not die, but that they go ioto this 
elysium^ where they will become young again and Uve for ever. 

Tbere are several Buch passages in this country, to describe which, 
would be both needleas and endless, Snffice it to mention a few of the 
greatest celcbriiy—l* or i& tn^-^f^l (O^BreasaiPs country t^j leftfij^ 
(O^Lcihin'a country), IncliJqiun and LougE*Uu]r." The great Earl of 
Desmond is supposed to ha?e been submerged in tbo latter, where he 
is seen once in every seven years, anxionaly awaiting the destined hour 
of return to his country. On reference to the ancient records and Pagau 
history of differtjnt nations, it will be seen that they hare their trsditionB 
of Pagan ely slums aa well as Ireland. 



B, O^LOONEy, 



Monreel, October &h, 1B58. 



Sincfi the above was wrilten, the Honorary Secret Rry to 
the Ossiauic Bociety hm been fiirnished with a similar 
legend, 

9, Anfflesea*si.t DuUin, Jan, 20^ A, 1859, - 
** SiRi 

** There it a similar legend to that related in the following potrm told 
of Oi sin's descent, and living for three hundred years in tlATrij ija Cao^ac 
5U1T* (the cavern of the grey shecp)^ a large eave wliieh is situated at 
C'oolagtirrnuroep Kilbenoy, near Mitcheistown, in the county of Cork. 
After the planting of thi» pot>m had been dicidi-d upon, I wrote to Mr. 
William Williams of Dungarvan, who is a native of the district, for in- 
formation respecting any kgeudary lore connected with tins cave^ from, 
whom I received the follQwing answer, aa hcitig current among the rea-| 
Ban try/' 

J. O D, 
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LEGEND OF THE GREY SHEEP'S CAVE AT COOLAGAR- 
BONROE, NEAR KILBENNY. 

•• Oisin went into the cave, met a beautiful damsel, after crossing the 
strtam, lived with her for (as he fancied) a few days, wished to revisit 
the Fenians, obtained consent at last, on condition of not alighting from 
A white steed, with which she furnished him, stating that it was over 
300 years since he came to the cave. He proceeded till he met a carrier, 
whose cart, containing a bag of sand, was upset ; he asked Oisin to help 
him ; irnable to raise the bag with one hand, he alighted, on which the 
steed fled, leaving him a withered, decrepid, blind old man." - 

" On a certain May morning long ago, a grey sheep was seen to come 
out of the cave, and to go to a neighbouring farmer's field, where she re- 
remained, until herself and her breed amounted to sixty grey sheep. - 

" The boy who took care of the sheep, was a widow's only son, a dis- 
ciple of Pan ; for he played on the bag-pipes. 

" His master, the farmer, ordered him one fine day to kill one of the 
sheep, he proceeded to the field for that purpose ; but the old sheep ^ 
knowing his intention, and resolving to frustrate it, bleated three times, - 
which instantly brought all the other black sheep around her, when they 
disappeared altogether into the cave. The boy followed them but 
having crossed the enchanted stream which runs through the cave, he was 
unable to return ; as no one ever re-crosscd it but Oisin. On reflecting - 
on the anguish his loss and absence would cause his mother, he raised a - 
mournful strain which he accompanied by the music of his bag-pipes. - 
On every May day from that day to this, the lamentations of the boy, 
and the music of his pipes are heard in the cave.'* - 






p. a 0|f |i) uAf All ! A fi)ic Ai) 11^5 ! 

bo b'fe^tttt SDioti) 5A]f5e 'f sI^ac; 

A^CItlf bU^DD A DOir 5^t) T!)Al]t5 

qoDDUf fb^lltir CA|H 6|r T)A b-'plAT)!) ? 

O. joijedfAb fit) 6uic, a P^bfiu^s t)UA6, 
518 bO]lb IfOfi) A Iua8 df ^|ib 

CAlJt eif At) CACA 3^b^^^ C|tttAl8, 

Ai)i) A]i n?A]tbA6, n)o i)ua|i ! At) c-Of 5A|i ^J. 

L^ b'^ ]tAbAit)A|]ii)e u|le at) n^t)t) 
'Flow I^iaI 'r^n n)Ailt biDD ADD, 
516 30 njbA boilb, bubAC ^it fSfeAl, 
cAiii 6if ^1% Iaociiai6 beic 50 ^ado ! 

21 fe|l3 buiDD Alt TDAibiD ce66AC, 
A V]^]ol bditbAib LocA I.61D/-* 

T!)A|l A [lAlb C[IA1DD CUTDflA bA TT)lUl»e bUc, 
'f C§ol JAC Clt^c 30 biDD ^3 ^1D» 

<t)uifi3eA6 liDD AD eilic tdaoI, 
bo b'f eAitit IfeiTD. Itttic Y Ittc ; 
bi ^1% 3-C01D V ^n P-5^6Aiit 30 l6iii 
30 blue 'da b6i3 V^ 1^1) fiubAl. 

• S^bfiA. Garristown in the county of Dublin. See the Introduction 
to Vol. I. of the Transactions of the Ossianic Society, also the note from 
Mr. J. Heid in same book, page 112. 

Gabbra is not Garristown, but a stream which flows into the Boyne, 



LAY OP OISIN ON THE LAND OF YOUTHS; 

AS HE RBLATBD IT TO SAINT PATBICK. 



P. I Noble Oisin, ! son of the king ! 

Of greatest actions, yalor, and conflicts, 
Eelate to us now without despondency. 
How thou livedst after the Fians ? 

0. I will tell it thee, O Patrick ! lately arrived, 
Though mournful to me to say it aloud : — 
" After the hard battle of Gabhra, 
In which was killed, alas ! the noble Oscar. 

One day we, the Fianna, were all assembled. 

Generous Fionn and all of us that lived were there ; 
Tho' dark and mournful was our story, 
After our heroes being overcome. 

We were hunting on a misty morning 
Nigh the bordering shores of Loch L^in, 
Where thro' fragrant trees of sweetest blossoms. 
And the mellow music of birds at all times. 

We aroused the hornless deer 
Of the best bounding, course, and agility ; 
Our hounds and all our dogs 
Were close after in full chase. 

not far from the hill of Skreen, near Tara, in the County of Meath. — 
J. O'D. 

' lot le|i7, the old Irish name of the Lakes of Killarnej in the county 
of Kerry. 
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O. h?]0|t b'^AbA 50 b|:ACAn)A]|t a i)iA|t, 

At) T1)A|ICAC b^Al) A3 CeACC CUT; A^ 1)1) ! 

AOp Ti)ACAaTi) Tf)i)^ bo b'^ille b|ieAc, 
A]i CAel-eAC b^t) bA it)! fie luc. 

4)o fCAbAn)A]]i u^le be'i) cfe]l3, 
A|t ATi)A|tc be^lbe ija til05-iT)i)^ ; 
bo TJAlb 101)3Al)CAr Ff^^ V ^^ "Pl^iJP^ 
1)AC f ACAbAft ]tlAT!) bcAl) C6ri) b]tfeA5 I 

Bi COflOlt) ]tl056A A|t A ceAW, 

A3Uf bfiAc boi)t) be'i) c-ffObA 6A0|t ; 
buA|lce |te |i6ulcAib beA|t3 6i|t, 
A5 folAC A b|i63A f ]0f 30 |:6A|t. 

Bl |:^ii)e 5i|t A|t c]tocA6 x]ox, 

Af 3AC buAl bu]6e b'^ bUoiJ Ti)Ati 0]t ; 

-^^ n<>ro^ 3ort")A, 3IADA 3ad x^^p 

n)A|t bfiAoi) bfiuccA A|i b^fi ao f e6||t. 

Ba be||i3e a 3TtuA]6 'd^ At) jidf , 

Y '^^ 31^^ ^ ro66 'i)A eAlA A|t cu]i)i) ; 

bA n)illf e bUf a bAlf ah) f 6|*, 

'i)^ tt)]l A beA6 ]tol c|t6 6eA]t5f 101)1). 

tf] bfiAc r^nr^ii)3> r^^^^ f^^i^> 

A3 folAC Ai) fcfefb-eic b^io ; 
b]AllAib 3|ieAi)CA be 8eA|i3-6|t, 

A3Af f |t]At) b^Al-5||l 'pA beAf-U]Tt). 

Bl ceicfie citu6 30 cuTt)CA ifAOi, 
bex) 6fi buibe bA 3lAii)e r3^ll> 
l!leAr3 <vin31^ ^ 3-c»il ^ cidd, 
r ^1 l^^l^ V^^ c-f AOiseAl eAC bo b'^e^fifi ! 



237 

0. 'Twas not long 'till we saw, westwards, - ^ 
A fleet rider advancing towards us, 
A young maiden of most beautiful appearance, ~ 
On a slender white steed of swiftest power. 

We all ceased from the chase, ^ 

On seeing the form of the royal maid ; 
'Twas a surprise to Fionn and the Fianns, 
They never beheld a woman equal in beauty. 

A royal crown was on her head ; 

And a brown mantle of precious silk. 
Spangled with stars of red gold, 
Covering her shoes down to the grOfSS. 

A gold ring was hanging down 

From each yellow curl* of her golden hair ; 
Her eyes blue, clear, and cloudless, 
Like a dew drop on the top of the grass. 

Redder were her cheeks than the rose. 

Fairer was her visage than the swan upon the wave, 
And more sweet was the taste of her balsam lips 
Than honey mingled thro' red wine. 

A garment wide, long, and smooth. 
Covered the white steed ; ' 
There was a comely saddle of red gold, 
And her right hand held a bridle with a golden bit. 

Four shoes well shaped were under him, 
Of the yellow gold of the purest quality ; 
A silver wreath was on the back of his head, 
And there was not in the world a steed better. 

* Perhaps figoratiyely meaning that such curl was like a loop of gold. 
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*iqiir mjm r^t bo r5^*>i^i 

C 4^11)fl| ^h]J) Af bo C]]l ?*' 

Tf n?^ WS^^V CAjlce B13 tjA tj-^s," 
c|i&4b ^4tc bo ceAcr cajv U*|i a c-c^ii?^ 

No CAb & 41? buA|6|TlC ACit 0|lC fS^IJ ?" 

" H} h^ ino c^jle b'^Tnc|5 uA]m* 

Acc; r^Ajvc IT 5t^a6 bo cujAf bob' iij<^c I" 

'* C]A ACA boiij cloio, A 105eAi) bU|i| 
'O* t>*cu5Aif 5ti&6, tj6 tfor 56AtJ, 

A'f Aitfijf butt)^ bo car, * ^eA9 f" 

" ji?t>e5rAb f§li? rii? S«l^i A Hl^t?; 
bob' n}Ac ^}m> ATiii?-ctmA|6| 
Oit|ij itjeATjAnjigAc ijA b-cpSAi7-Um, 
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O. She came to the preaence of Fionn, 

And spoke with a voice sweet and gentle, 
And she said, " 0, king of the Fianna, 
Long and distant is my journey, now." 

F. '' Who art thou, thyself, youthful princess I 
Of fairest form, beauty, and countenance, 
Relate to us the cause of thy story. 
Thine own name and thy country." 

" Golden-headed Niamh is my name, 
0, sage Fionn of the great hosts, 
Beyond the women of the world I haye won esteem, 
I am the fair daughter of the King of Youth." 

F. " Relate to us amiable princess 

What caused thee to come afar across the sea — 

Is it thy consort has forsaken thee, 

Or what is the aflBiction that is on thyself." 

N. " Tis not my husband that went from me. 

And as yet I have not been spoken of with any man,* 

I king of the Fianna of highest repute, 

But affection and love I have given to thy son." - 

" Which of my children [is he] blooming daughter. 
To whom thou hast given love, or yet affection — 
Do not conceal from us now the cause, 
And relate to us thy case, woman." 

" I wiU tell thee that, Fionn ! 
Thy noble son of the well-tempered arms. 
High-spirited Oisin of the powerfiil hands. 
Is the champion that I am now speaking of." 

* i.e.» I hare not l>een betrothed to any man. 



otMij fi>A<: v*iw reACA** C4w: 

A<^ cuAfiArjt^ll tjV&jA^l AH A "^TTS^' 
p^AOur A |>e^ttf Attn? A^irr a iifeTi>.'' 

;r l^n>6A ffJAC tt'|5 ^cW ik'ti^-^TE, 
'X/ cw^; OiMt) jeAp Ajar t1<>T*'3?i^j 
»;ivn Avt>cit'(3eAr ftiAii; t>'Aet) ^eA|i.^ 

^>. I^Aft At? U«; f t!> Ont^i A Pil^t»|UtT3 ! 

7;j*> 1/4^^1 i;:i^ft^Ac Man? lOA^ r^^ 

^O fiUJAf Afi A U^lf) Aft) 66^, 

If cu ho l>'^<^^ftft If on) fDA|t n)t)AO\; 
]Y cii m;o |to^^4 cAft n)t)'A\h At) botbAjOf 
A |i<^aIca(i) H)6^Aif)A|l ff be^fe 5!?Aoi/' 

4^ 0|r1f) ff^jl/ CUf 11(11) Ab' c6fl)A]|t 

ca^^c liori) f^ii; A0O|f Aft m 6ac, 
50 iifSaAfD C4^ifi A]r so Cjtt f)A 1^-55. 
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0. " What is the reason that thou gayest love, 
! beautiful daughter of the glossy hair, 
To my own son beyond all. 
And multitudes of high lords under the sun/' 

'' 'Tis not without cause, 0, king of the Fianna I 
I came afar for him — 
But reports I heard of his prowess. 
The goodness of his person and his mien." 

*' Many a son of a king and a high chief 
Gave me affection and perpetual love ; 
I never consented to any man 
'Till I gave love to noble Oisin." 

'' By that hand on thee, Patrick, 
Though it is not shameful to me as a story. 
There was not a limb of me but was in love 
With the beautiful daughter of the glossy hair." 

I took her hand in mine. 
And said in speech of sweetest tone, 
'^ A true, gentle, welcome before thee, 
young princess to this country !" 

'' 'Tis thou that art the brightest and the fairest of form, 
'Tis thee I prefer as wife 

Thou art my choice beyond the women of the world 
mild star of loveUest countenance I" 

" Obligations unresisted by true heroes 

generous Oisin I put upon thee 

To come with myself now upon my steed 

Till we arrive at the ' Land of Youth/ 
16 
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" S] Ai) q]t If AO]bi)e le f ^sa^I, 
ir 11)6 c^il ADO]r f ^'d l^5]t6lD ; 
c]tAiDi) A3 c|tOTi)A6 le co|t|icA V bUc, 
aY ba]lleAbA|t A3 }:^y a|i bA[t|iA]b 36U3* 

" jr r^inriD3 i^^^ce tD]i > ^toD, 

Y 3-^^ u|le v] fe'-^ b|:eACA |*u]l 
ij] ]tACAi6 CA]ceATt) 0]tc leb' ]tAe, 
b^f Tjo Ti)eAC 1)1 fe|C]:i6 cu. • 

^' Do 5eAbAi|t fleAfe, ]n)i|ic 'f 6l, 
bo 5eAbA]]t ce5l b|i)t) Ai]t c^Ab ; 
bo scAbAin A||i3]ob A3Ar 6|i, 
bo TjeAbAjn |:of fonjAb f^Ab. 

'' t)o seAbAjti cfeAb clo]6eAn) 3A1) 36, 
3eAbAi]t cfeAb bfiAC f jtofl be f ]obA bAOfi ; 
jjeAbAiji c6Ab eAc ]f n)]}ie a !)-3le6, 
'r 3^ABA]|t cfeAb led be coijAib 36u]t. 

" t)o 3eAbAi|t TDioi)i)-|t]oJ6A K13 i)A 1^-63, 
i)AC CU3 ]tiATi) fr5f bo i>eAC fra'i) D-3tt^li), 
bo bfeAijfAf b^oo bttic b o^Sce 'f l6, 
A 3-CAC, A T)-3''eo Y^ !)-3A|tb-3lfeAC. 

" 4)o 3eAbA]]i lu]fteAc curi)bA]5, c6i]i, 
A'f clo]8eAn? cioo-^m if cl^fbe b^inj; 
i)^'ji c6Afii)Ai3 ijeAc 111 ATI) ua8 bed, 
1)0C COf)AlllC fOf Ap c-A|in) 36u]t. 

" <t)o JeAbAiit cfeAb feibe Y l6it)e f [t6il, 
3eAbAifi c6Ab bo, 'f fof c^Ab IA03; 

JeAbAlJl C^Ab CAOltA,. 301)A l0TI)|lAlb 6|fl, 

JeAbAifi cfeAb feob ijac bfuil Y^t> c-fA05Al. 
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O. '^ It is the most delightful country to be found, 
Of greatest repute under the sun 
Trees drooping with fruit and blossom 
And foliage growing on the tops of boughs. 

'' Abundant, there, are honey and wine 
And everything that eye has beheld. 
There will not come decline on thee with lapse of time. 
Death or decay thou wilt not see. 

" Thou wilt get feasts, playing, and drink. 
Thou wilt get melodious music on the harp strings, 
Thou wilt get silver and gold, 
Thou wilt get also many jewels. 

" Thou wilt get, without falsehood, a hundred swords ; 
Thou wilt get a hundred satin garments of precious 

silk. 
Thou wilt get a hundred horses the swiftest in conflict, 
Andthouwiltgetahundred with them ofkeen hounds. 

' ^ Thou wilt get the royal diadem of the ' Bang of Youth,' 
Which he never yet gave to any person under the sun, 
'Twill protect thee both night and day, 
In battle, in tumult, and in rough conflict. 

'' Thou wilt get a fitting coat of protecting mail 
And a gold headed sword apt for strokes, 
From which no person ever escaped alive 
Who, once, saw the sharp weapon. 

[satin, 

" Thou wilt get a hundred coats of armour and shirts of 

Thou wilt get a hundred cows and, also, an hundred 

calves, [fleeces. 

Thou wilt get a hundred sheep, with their golden 

Thou wilt get a hundred jewels not in this world. 
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" 5^AbA|]t cfeAb Tf)A]3beA!j n?eA6|iAc, 65, 

^f ffeA]t|i be^lb, c|tuc, A3uf ]*t)66, 

V If ^]VV^ b^]l 'ij:^ ce5l t)^ t)-6Ai>. 

'* $eAbAi]t cfeAb l^ec ]f c[i6]i)e a i)-3le5, 
]f cl^f be fof A 3-cleAf Afb luc ; 
AjtnjcA, 6] bee, of bo c6n)A]]i, 
A b-Cin t)A 15-63, n)S\ q3i]i l^ort). 

" 4)0 geAbAin 3AC 1)1 b'4i i)-bub|tuf leAc, 
A*]* AO|bi)eAf |r6f i)ac l^iit bArbf^ 'lu^8, 
5eAbA]|i T!)Aife, i^eA^tc a']* bit^ge, 

Y b^Abf A ^^\r) A3Ab n)A|t tijo^O]." 

'' DiuIcaS Afi b|c 01 b6tt]t|:Ab ua]ii), 
A |tl03AT) C-fUA^HC 1)A 3-cuACA i)-o]fi; 
If cu 11)0 ]t03A cA|t Ttjij^^b A1) borbAii), 
aY fiACATt) le poi)i) 30 t^lfl 1)A i)-03." 

2li]t n)n]v A!) e|c, cuaSiijaih A|tAOi), 
A]|t n)0 b6ulA^ bo ftt|8 ai) 613 ; 
A bttbA^itc, " A OifiO; |:ai)Ati) 30 ]t6i6, 
30 jtiseATt) bfeul Ai) ti)A|iA n)6]]i/' 

SliJO n^ ^'^irei^ ^^ c-eAC Afi luc, 
Ap cjt^c ^]3eAn)Ai]t 30 qurijAjf i)a cfi^jA ; 
bo cfio^c § }:^]i) Ai)i) f]T) cuit) |*]ubAil, 

2I1) C|t^C C01)1)A1|IC 'plOIJIJ Y A1) 'pbl^tjl). 

At) C-eAC 30 b]Ai) Y^i) c-]*iubAl ; 

A3 CAbAlflC A5A16 A|t A1) b-C|l§AT)-?i)U]Tl; 

bo l&|3eAbA|t C|i] 3^fi|icA 3u]l Y curi)Ai6 ! 
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0. " Thou wilt get a hundred virgins gay and young 
Bright, refiilgent, like the sun, 
Of best form, shape, and appearance, 
Whose voices are sweeter than the music of birds. 

" Thou wiltget ahundredheroes most powerfulin conflict. 
And also most expert in feats of agility. 
In arms and armour waiting on thee 
In the ' Land of Youth' if thou wilt come with me. 

" Thou will get everything I promised thee (f) 
And delights, also, which I may not mention. 
Thou wilt get beauty, strength, and power. 
And I myself will be thy wife." 

'* No refusal will I give from me, 
charming queen of the golden curls ! 
Thou art my choice above the women of the world, 
And I will go, with willingness, to the 'Land of 
Youth.' " 

On the back of the steed we went together, 
Before me sat the virgin ; 
She said: *' Oisin let us remain quiet. 
Till we reach the mouth of the great sea." 

Then arose the steed swiftly. 
When we arrived on the borders of the strand 
He shook himself then to pace forward, 
And neighed three times aloud. 

When Fionn and the Fianna saw, 
The steed travelling swiftly. 
Facing against the great tide. 
They raised three shouts of mourning and grief. 

t Every verse with this mark (f) is taken from a MS. which I lately 
got, and was not in the MS. transcribed for the president or in Mr. 
GrifBn's copy. 
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O. '* a Oif]!)/' A|t 'p]oi)D, 30 Tpeiftb, C[t6|c, 
" 11)0 cuTt?A6 ffe]T) cu A3 in^ceACc ttA]rt) ; 
'r 3^^ r"ll ^3w]T)t) A|t]f bo ceAcc, 

CU3ATI) CA|t Alf |!A0] V^\) buA6 !*' 

<t) AirC|ll3 A feeilb A3Ar A ro^lTI), 
'l* bo f|l K|tAf A bfeA|t Al)UAf ; 

3U|t ^l]uc A b|io|i)t>e, V ^ 5eAl-5i)§, 

Y bubAlJlC, " Tt)0 16U1) cu, A 0\X]V ttA]TD !" 

21 Pb^feTtA|3, bA bubAC at) ^S^aI, 
^|t f 3A|iArt)u]W |ie cfe^le ai)I) rub ; 

f3A|tATt?Ul1) Al) ACAjt |ie 1)A TtJAC t^^lH, 

]!• bubAC, Ia3, ^AOi) be]c b'-8i Iua& ! 

<D0 p03Af-fA Tp'aCAIII 50 CA0]1), CAOri>, 

Yat) cort)A]i)i) cfeA6i)A, ^u^]|teAf ua6 ; 
b'^^SAf r^^^J "]1^ ^3 ^^ b)^6]Di), 

Y bo x\\ t)A b6A|iA 'ouAf le xt) 3|tttAi6 ! 

)X lOTt?6A la AO]bll)T), b]0|*-rA V F]O0f), 

r ^T) T^blAijt) 'DA|t 3-C]0i)i) ^AO] lair|i6|ti); 
^3 l">inc ncciUe A3Ar A3 ol, 

Y ^3 cl^r ceo]l, AO btt]6eAi) bA c|ieA!). 

2I3 |'eAl3A||ieACC a t)-3leAi)i)CA]b nj]!), 
Y^n t)3^*^^l?* b6jl-bji)o A3u]i)i) Ai)o ; 
|*eAlAb e]le 6u]0!) a i)-3A|tb gljAc, 
A3 c|ieA]'3A]iic Iaoc 30 l^T^-ceAoi). 

p. 21 OiriO bAoic, cti6i3 30 ^o]l, 

be b' 3A|r3e rt)6|t a^i ad b-P6]00 ; 
c]ooi)ttf bo cuA8A|f 30 'Ctjt T)A 1^63, 
aY leAt) bu]T)T) 3Ap 30 A|i bo r3^Al. 
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0. '* Oisin !" said Fionn slowly and sorrowfully, 

'' Woe it is to me that thou art going from me, 
I have not a hope that thou wilt ever again, 
Come back to me victorious." 

His form and beauty changed, 
And showers of tears flowed down. 
Till they wet his breast and his bright visage 
And he said, *' My woe art thou, 0, Oisin ! in going 
from me." 

Patrick, 'twas a melancholy story f . ; «^/,.^., 
Our parting froni each other in that place, 

The parting of the father from his own son — 
'Tis mournful, weak, and faint to be relating it ! 

1 kissed my father sweetly and gently, 
And the same aflfection I got from him ; 
I bade adieu to all the Fianna, 

And the Tears flowed down my cheeks. 

Many a delightful day had Fionn and I, 
And the Fianna with us in great power, 
Been chess-playing and drinking. 
And hearing music — the host that was powerful ! 

A hunting in smooth valleys. 
And our sweet-mouthed dogs with us there ; 
At other times, in the rough conflict, 
Slaughtering heroes with great vigour. 

P. ! foolish Oisin, forego a while 

Thy great actions of the Fenians, 

How didst thou go to the " Land of Youth," 

Proceed, faithfully, with thy tale to us. 



I I 
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O. '' a Oir^D," A|t 'pjOOD, 30 Tpeiftb, C[t6|C, 

" 11)0 cuTt?A6 f^jT) cu A3 ^Ti^ceACc ttA]rt) ; 
> 'f 3At) rujl A3uii)0 A|t]r bo ceAcc, 

» CUjATt) CA|t Alf |!A0] 1^1) bUA8 !*' 

Y bo f |l i:|tAf A bfeA|t Ai)uAf ; 
3U|t ^l]uc A b|io|i)i)e, V ^ 3eAl-5i)§, 

Y bubA||lC, " Tt)0 16U1) cu, A 0|ni) UA]T1) !" 

21 Pb^b|tA]3, bA bubAC Ap tS^^'^* 
-Jv|i ]'3A|iArt)u]OT |ie cfejle At)o rub ; 

f3A|lATt?U11) Al) ACAjt |ie t)A Tt?AC ^^)r), 

IX bubAC, Ia3, ^aoi) be]c b'^ Iua& ! 

4)0 p03A]'-|'A Td'aCAIII 50 CA0|1), CAOri>, 

'fAp cort)A]i)i) cfeA6i)A, |!u^]|teAf ua6; 
b r^SAf rl^t)> ttjle A3 AT) b)^6]T)i), 

Y bo f ]l T)A b6A|iA 'dua]* le rt)' 3ttttA]6 ! 

)r lort)6A U AO^biOT), b]0|*-fA f F]O0f), 

r ^T) T^blAijt) 't)^|t 3-qot)T) ^A0| Uir|t6|ti) ; 
^5 I'^mc ricciUe A3Ar A3 51, 

Y ^3 clof ceo]l, AO btt]8eAi) bA c|ieA!). 

2I3 r^Al3A||teACC A D-3leAi)pcA]b nj]?), 
Y^rt t)3A&Ai|i b^il-biOD A3u]i)o ADO ; 
1*eAlAb e]le 6u]t)i) a i)-3A|ib gljAc, 

A3 C|ieA]'3Al]lC IaOC 30 l^T)-CeAT)T). 

p. 21 OiriO bAO]e, cti6]3 30 fofl, 

be b' 3A|r3e rt)0|t a|i at) b-p6]t)D ; 
c]ooi)uf bo cuAbAji* 30 'C]^ t)A t^63, 
aY leAt) bu]T)!) 3Ap 56 A|t bo rS^Al. 
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0. '* Oisin !" said Fionn slowly and sorrowfully, 

'' Woe it is to me that thou art going from me, 
I have not a hope that thou wilt ever again. 
Come back to me victorious." 

His form and beauty changed, 
And showers of tears flowed down, 
Till they wet his breast and his bright visage 
And he said, *' My woe art thou, 0, Oisin ! in going 
from me." 

Patrick, 'twas a melancholy story r\ 
Our parting froni each other in that place. 

The parting of the father from his own son — 
'Tis mournful, weak, and faint to be relating it ! 

1 kissed my father sweetly and gently, 
And the same aflfection I got from him ; 
I bade adieu to all the Fianna, 

And the Tears flowed down my cheeks. 

Many a delightful day had Fionn and I, 
And the Fianna with us in great power. 
Been chess-playing and drinking, 
And hearing music — the host that was powerful ! 

A hunting in smooth valleys. 
And our sweet-mouthed dogs with us there ; 
At other times, in the rough conflict, 
Slaughtering heroes with great vigour. 

P. ! foolish Oisin, forego a while 

Thy great actions of the Fenians, 

How didst thou go to the " Land of Youth," 

Proceed, faithfully, with thy tale to us. 



f 1^ 
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'r 3-^^ f"]'' ^3w]t)i) A|t]f bo ceAcc, 

CUjAfl) CA|l A]f |!A0] 1^1) buA6 !*' 



Y bo f |l ^[t^fA b^A|t Al)UAf ; 

3U|t ^l]uc A b|iO]Di)e, V A 3eAl-5i)§, 
ii Y bttbAiiic, '' Tt)0 l6ui) cu, a 0\x]v ttA]rt) !" 

21 Pb^b|iAi3, bA bubAC At) t36Al, 
^T* f 3A|iArbu]i)i) |ie c^jle atji) rub ; 

|*3A|IATT)U]1) A1) ACAjt |ie 1)A TtJAC ^fe|l), 

]!• bubAC, Ia3, ^AOi) be]c b'-8i luAb ! 

<Do p63Af-fA Td'aCAIII 30 CAO]T), CAOri>, 

Yai) cofDA]i)p c6a6t)a, |!UA]|teAf ua6 ; 

^ r^3^r ri^^^j ^i^^ ^3 ^t) b)^6]i7i), 

Y bo f ]l t)A b6A|iA 'dua]* le xt) 5|ittA]6 ! 

)X iort)8A U AOfbiOT), b]0|*-rA f Fioiji), 
'r ^T) 'Fbl<M)t) 't)^|i 3-c]ot)i) ^AO] Ui)-|t6|ti) ; 
^3 li^mc ricciUe A3Ar A3 5l, 

Y ^3 ^l^^r ceo]l, Ai) btt|8eAi) bA C|ieA!). 

2I3 r^Al3A||teACC A 17-3leA1)pCA]b fD]l), 

'r^n t)3a6ai|i b^il-bjOD A3u|I)o aijo ; 
l^eAlAb e]le buioo a i)-3A|ib gljAc, 
A3 c|ieA]»3Aiiic Iaoc 30 Uij-ceAi)!?. 

p. 21 0]riO bAOjc, cfi6i3 30 fofl, 

be b' 3A|r3e rt)6|t a|i ai) b-p^ioo ; 
c\or)X)\xx bo cuAbAjf 30 r^ii i)a 17-63, 
aV leAt) bu]T)o 3Ap 56 A|i bo r3^Al. 
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0. '* Oisin !" said Fionn slowly and sorrowfully, 

'' Woe it is to me that thou art going from me, 
I have not a hope that thou wilt ever again, 
Come back to me victorious." 

His form and beauty changed, 
And showers of tears flowed down. 
Till they wet his breast and his bright visage 
And he said, *' My woe art thou, 0, Oisin ! in going 
from me/^ 

Patrick, 'twas a melancholy story F] 
Our parting froni each other in that place. 

The parting of the father from his own son — 
'Tis mournful, weak, and faint to be relating it ! 

1 kissed my father sweetly and gently, 
And the same aflfection I got from him ; 
I bade adieu to all the Fianna, 

And the Tears flowed down my cheeks. 

Many a delightful day had Fionn and I, 
And the Fianna with us in great power. 
Been chess-playing and drinking. 
And hearing music — the host that was powerful ! 

A hunting in smooth valleys. 
And our sweet-mouthed dogs with us there ; 
At other times, in the rough conflict. 
Slaughtering heroes with great vigour. 

P. ! foolish Oisin, forego a while 

Thy great actions of the Fenians, 

How didst thou go to the " Land of Youth," 

Proceed, faithfully, with thy tale to us. 
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O. '' a 0|f]i)/' A|t f]ot)t), 30 Tpeiftb, C[t6(c, 
*' rt)o cuTt?A6 ffeji) cu A5 ^tijceACc ua]?!) ; 
'r 3^^ r^ll ^3wiT)t) A|t]f bo ceAcc, 

CU3ATt) CA|l A]f |!A0] l^lj buA8 !*' 

Y bo fll ^|tAf A b6A|t Al)UAf ; 

3U|t ^l|uc A b|iO|DDe, > A seAl-gi)^, 

Y bubA||ic, " Tt)o l^ut) cu, A 0|nt) ttA]rf) !" 

21 PbAb|iA]3, bA bubAC at) f3feAl, 
^|t f 3A|tArbu]T)i) |ie c^ile A171) rub ; 

f3A|lATt?Ul1) A1) ACAjt |ie t)A Tt?AC V^)V, 

!]• bubAC, I A3, ^AOi) be^c b'A Iua6 ! 

4)0 p63Af-|'A Td'aCAIJI 30 CA0|1J, CA0n>, 

'fAi) cort)A]i)i) c^A&T)A, |!u^]|teAf ua6 ; 

Y bo f ]l i)A b^AfiA 'ouAf le rt)' 3|ittA]8 ! 

)Y ]0rt)6A U AO|b|0i), b]0|*-f A Y Ffooo, 

r <^T) yh]^VV 'v^Ji 3-qoi)T) fAO| lAi)-|i6|ti) ; 
^3 VV]\^^ ricciUe A3A]- A3 6l, 

Y A3 clof ceo]l, Ao bu|6eAij bA C|teA!). 

2I3 r^Al3A||teACC A t)-3leAi)pcA]b n)]t), 
'r^V' t)3<^^^in b^il-bioo A3u|T)o A170 ; 
fCAlAb e]le 6u]oo a i)-3A|tb gljAc, 

A3 CfieA]»3A]]lC IaOC 30 UT)-CeAT)?). 

p. 21 OiriO bAOic, c|i6i3 30 foil, 

be b' 3Air3e Tt)0|t a|i ad b-p^iuo; 
c]ot)vvir feo cuAbAjf 30 ^tit DA D-63, 
aV leAD feu]DD 3^V 36 A|i bo r3^Al. 
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0. '* Oisin !" said Fionn slowly and sorrowfully, 

'' Woe it is to me that thou art going from me, 
I have not a hope that thou wilt ever again, 
Come back to me victorious." 

His form and beauty changed, 
And showers of tears flowed down. 
Till they wet his breast and his bright visage 
And he said, *' My woe art thou, 0, Oisin ! in going 
from me/' 

Patrick, 'twas a melancholy story T'. , Ci^ 
Our parting froni each other in that place, 

The parting of the father from his own son — 
'Tis mournful, weak, and faint to be relating it ! 

1 kissed my father sweetly and gently, 
And the same aflfection I got from him ; 

I bade adieu to all the Fianna, V 

And the Tears flowed down my cheeks. 

Many a delightful day had Fionn and I, 
And the Fianna with us in great power. 
Been chess-playing and drinking, 
And hearing music — the host that was powerful ! 

A hunting in smooth valleys, 
And our sweet-mouthed dogs with us there ; 
At other times, in the rough conflict. 
Slaughtering heroes with great vigour. 

P. I foolish Oisin, forego a while 

Thy great actions of the Fenians, 

How didst thou go to the " Land of Youth," 

Proceed, faithfully, with thy tale to us. 
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r Alt i)-A3A]8 30 b]|ieAc, 3UU, n^r* ; 

bo CflA]3 A!) ri)11)-Ti)U||l |lOTt)A]lJ, 

V bo l]ot) 'i)A b[tO]t)i)C]b ]or)^\i p-b^Aij;. 
4)o coi)CAn)A]|t loi>3Ai)cu]f 'pAjt f]ubAl, 

CAC|tACA, CU]|tceA1)A A3Af CA]|*leA]t), 

p|olAlc|8e |r|Ot)T)AolcA, A3Af bu]ijce, 

3]tlAt)a]0 10W|IACA, A3Af peiUff. 

43o coi)CATt)A]|i, f Of |ie A|i c-cAeb, 
e|l]c ri)Aol A|i l6]n) luc ; 
A^f 3a6a|i cluAif-6eA|t3, b^t), 

A3 CACfAlJI) 30 bAl)A 'f^t> C-f]ttbAl. 
4)0 CO0CAIl)Al[t fOf, 3At) 36, 

A]!)b|[t 03 A]|t fc6Ab-eAC b<)i)!)* 
ubAll 6||t 'pa beAf-lA]ii), 

V 1 ^3 lTt)ceAcc Ai|t bA[t|i i)A b-coi)i>. 

43o coocAn)A]|i 'i)A 6e6i3, 
n)A|tcAC 63 A|i fcfeAb bat) ; 
l^Aoi b|iAc co\icu]}% beA|t3 X\i6]l, 
'f clo]8eATt) c]i)i)-6i|i 'i)A beAf-l^itij. 

" C]A b]Ab AT) b]f ub, bo C]6]n), 
^ T^loSAiT) CAO]i), IDDir feoii) yS^t', 
AT) beAT) ub ]f A]lt)e 3t)A0], 

V Ti)A|iCAC rl|6n) Ai) e]c b^]!) ?" 

'' Ma cu||i ftt]rt) 'i)A b-]:e|C|!|6 cu, 
A 0]r1i) uti)Ail, 'ija b-i:ACA]f f6f, 
t)] b-fu|l ioi)pcA u|le Acc T)e|fi)-T)| 
30 |i]3eAiD 30 T:]|t Kt3 i)A i)-05." 
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0, We turned our backs to the land 
And our faces directly due-west. 
The smooth sea ebbed before us. 
And filled in billows after us. 

We saw wonders in our travels, 
Cities, courts and castles, 
Lime-white mansions and fortresses. 
Brilliant summer-houses and palaces. 

We saw also, by our sides 

A hornless fawn leaping nimbly, ; 

And a red-eared white dog, 
Urging it boldly in the chase. 

We beheld also, without fiction, 
A young maid on a brown steed, 
A golden apple in her right hand. 
And she going on the top of the waves. 

We saw after her, 
A young rider on a white steed. 
Under a purple, crimson mantle of satin, 
And a gold-headed sword in his right hand. 

'' Who are yon two whom I see, 
gentle princess, tell me the meaning, 
That woman of most beautiful countenance. 
And the comely rider of the white steed," 

" Heed not what thou wilt see, 
! gentle Oisin, nor what thou hast yet seen. 
There is in them but nothing. 
Till we reach the land of the ' King of Youth.' '' 
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O. 43o concAii)A||i u^ip a 3-c]At)i), 
p^l:^!* 5MAt?Tt)A]t, ucc-bU]c ; 
btt6 b^tfe^JcA b€|lb A5Af 31)^, 
b'^i |tA|b Y^t^ c-f a<>3aI le i:^^A]l« 

" C|A Ai) but) |t]656A, |i6-b|t6A3, 

'i)^ b-]:uil]fD]b A3 c|t]All 'ija 6^]l, 
r)0 qA ]f ^|ib-]:lAic At)v fub ?" 

" jt)3eAT) |i]5 q|t ija Tt)-b6o, 

]f bAii7|i]03AiD ]:or Ai)Dr' AD bui>; 
CU5 'port)0[t BuiUeAc* 8|tu|rt)e I63AC, 
leif le ^6||tDeA|ic 3&A3 'f lu]c. 

'* 3eAf A CUl|l f] A||t AD b-C|t§AD, 
3AD beAD bo 66ADArt) 6| 30 bjtincAC ; 
30 b-f ^3a6 x] cu|ia6 i)d ^lOfi-lAoc, 
bo feAfrt)66A6 3I1AC lefj* Uvrt) Ai|i la]Tt)«" 

" Bei]t buAb A3uf beADDACc, a M]Art) C]DD 0||t, 
D] cuAlAf bo c6ol |i|ATt) If fe^nji ; 
'd^ cao]d-3U]c; bjDD bo Tt?]l|f-b6oil, 
V It "^^t* ^'^ h\i6t) l]DD beAD b'^ c-^|l. 

'' 'C^lS^eATi) ADOif b'^ f loi* bOD bu^/ 
aV b'f6]b]|t 3u]t bufDD acA j^fe a D-b^D j 
AD C|i6ad-Iaoc ub bo cu]C]fD l]0iD, 
A 3-cleAtA]b lujc, TDA|i bA6 3D^c;." 

43o cua8tda]|i add TID bOD buD> 
^V c^|t)13 CU3A1DD AD nlogAD 63 ; 
bo b']ODADD beAll|iA6 6] 'f bo'D 3^^1D; 
aY bo cu]|i X] c^Ab |:^]lce |i6rbA]D» 
* Von)0'\i l)U|lleAC, i.e. ^Ac striking Giant, was the despotic ruler of tlie 
** Land of Virtues,** — a country not mentioned in any other copy of this 
poem that 1 have seen. 
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0. We saw from iis afar 

A sunny palace of beautiful front, 

Its form and appearance were the most beauteous 

That were to be found in the world " 

" What exceeding — fine, royal mansion, 
And also, the best that eye hath seen, 

• Is this, that we are travelling near to. 
Or who is high-chief of that place ? " 

''The daughter of the king of the ' Land of Life,' 
Is queen, yet, in that fortress 
She was taken by Fomhor Builleach,of Dromloghach, 
With violent strength of arms and activity. 

** Obligation she put upon the brave. 
Never to make her a wife. 
Till she got a champion or true hero, 
To stand battle with him hand to hand." 

*' Take success and blessings, golden-headed Niamh, 
I have never heard better music 
Than the gentle voice of thy sweet mouth. 
Great grief to us is a woman of her condition. 

" I will go now to visit her to the fortress. 
And it may be for us it is fated - 
That that great hero should fall by me. 
In feats of activity as is wont to me." 

We went then into the fortress, 
To us came the youthful queen, 
Equal in splendor was she to the sun, 
And she bade us a hundred welcomes. 
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O. 61 cuU]8 be f]ObA bui8e, 

A|i Aij jilojA]!) bo b'4i|lt)e f ijd6 ; 
A ci)eAf CAflce n)A|i aIa A]|i cu]t>!), 
'f A 6a 5|taA]6 h] A]|t 8ac ai) jto]*- 

?l|i 6ac At) 5]|i bo b] A ^olc, 

A b6]liij Tt)eAlA A]|t 6ac T)A 3-CA0[t, 

Y A toaIa CAol bA 5fteAi)CA clo6. 

<t)o fui8eArt)A]|t aw r\^ f^of, 

3 AC t)-AOt) b]1) A|t CACAO] ^ d^jt j 

bo leA5A6 cuJa]!)!) tnoti^t) b]6, 
A'f cu]|iT) b|3e b] 1]0i;ca beo]|t.^ 

9lt) c|iac CA]ceArt)A]|i A[t ]'4^]c b|6, 

A'nOtDAbriOWCATDllirql; 

bo lAbA||t AO IIIO3AII) 63, CAO^I), 

]f e6 bubA]|ic f], " fe^f^ 1|0id 30 }:6\V* 

Y bo f]\ DA beo|iA le t?A 3ttuAi6, 

A bubA]|tc p^jt b-]:]lleA8 6| 8'^ q[t f6]0> 

Y A T^ACAc c|i6ai) bo be|c 30 buAi)'. 

'' Bi bo cofb, A Ttl03AiD 6|3, 
]'3u]|i be'b b|i5i)t), aY i)& b| cao|8 ; 
aY bo bei|i|rt) 8a]c nyo V^ny,. 
At) c-ACAC ^]\i, 30 b-CU]Cf ]8 l]W 1" 

" N] b|!uil Iaoc At)0]f le f ^SAjl, 
b'a C]t6]t)e c^fl ]:ao|'p i)-31t^li)> 
bo b6u[tfA8 c5Ti)[tAc l^tt) a|i l^]ti), 

bo't) ACAC batJA t)A 5-C|tUA]8-b6|TI)." 

1 Although this word resemble the word ** beer," the liquors were very 
different. 
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0. There was appai'el of yellow silk 

On the queen of excelling beauty, 

Her chalk- white skin was like the swan on the wave, 

And her cheeks were of the colour of the rose. 

Her hair was of a golden hue, 
Her blue eyes clear and cloudless ; 
Her honey lips of the colour of the berries. 
And her slender brows of loveliest form. 

Then we there sat down. 
Each of us on a chair of gold. 
There was laid out for us abundance of food 
And drinking-horns filled with beoir. 

When we had taken a sufficiency of food, 
And much sweet drinking wines. 
Then spoke the mild young princess, 
And thus said she, *' harken to me awhile." 

She told us the knowledge and cause of her tale. 
And the tears flowed down her cheeks ; 
She said, '' my return is not to my own country. 
Whilst the great giant shall be alive." 

" Be silent, O young princess ! 
Give o'er thy grief and do not mourn. 
And I give to thee my hand 
That the giant of slaughter shall fall by me !" 

'* There's not a champion now to be found 
Of greatest repute under the sun. 
To give battle hand to hand 
To the bold giant of the hard blows." 
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i)^c f5^cn)A|t l]oit) A ceAcc aid' 6^] I, 
n)ui)^ b-ca]Cf!]6 l]Oii), bo bjiij njo 36A3, 
30 b-ca|cf!6Ab |!fe]p A|i bo r3^c." 

N]0|l b'^AbA 30 b-|!ACATl)A]fl A3 CeACC, 
A1) C-ACAC C|t6A1) bA FIJO 3tl^|T), 

beA|tc Aft be cfto|Ci)e |;|a6, 

-^'r lttTt3-feA|tf A]b ]A|iA]i)i) loijA Uiri). 

M]0fi beAi)i)A]3 'i* D]0fi 6inlu|3 6u]i)t), 
Acc b'f^Ac A i)-3Dtt]f t)A i)-53-fbt)^, 

b'^UA3A]fl CAC ASA]* CdrbltAC C|t6A1)> 

A*f cuAbAf |rfe|i) }ot)A cdtpb^iU 

2l]i f 6^6 c|t] i>-0]6ce A3U]' c|i| U, 
bo b^rf)U]|i 'x^V V''5V'^T5^}^ ze^vv 
31& 30 rt)-bA C|i6ai) fe At) c'acac Sx]^, 
bo bA]t)eAf 3AI) tP^r ^® '^ ceAi)t) I 

21t) CjlAC C01)1)A]|IC At) b]f bAi) 63, 
A17 C-ACAC n)6fi 30 f Aoo A|i U|i ; 
bo lfei3eAbA|i cfii 3^ncA 311190, 
le Ti)0|t-rt)A0|6eAii) A3Af luc3^]|i ! 

43o caA8ii)Ai|t ADO TIO feo'o buo, 
'f bo b]o8-f A bjiuisce, IA3, fAOO ; 
A3 I'jleAS folA 30 l^o-u[t 

A ceACC 50 blue Af TOO C|lfeACb ! 

4)0 C^1013 l^S®^'? T^IS V^ lO-beo, 
30 r]0|t A3 r^l|tl3C10 ojiio f ^10 ; 
bo cu]fi ]ce Y bAlfAio Aio' co^a6a, 
Y bob ]0f f^io T^^V 'OA b6]5. 
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0. "I tell to thee, gentle queen, 

I am not daunted at his coming to meet me, 
Unless he fall by me, by the strength of my arms, 
I will fall myself in thy defence/' 

Twas not long till we saw approaching 

The powerful giant that was most disgusting, 
A load was on him of the skins of deer. 
And an iron bar in his hand. 

He did not salute or bow to us, [maiden. 

But looked into the countenance of the young 
Proclaimed battle and great conflict. 
And I went myself to meet him. 

During three nights and three days 
We were in the great contest. 
Though powerful was he, the valiant giant, 
I beheaded him without delay. 

When the two young maidens saw 
The great giant, lying motionless, weak and low, 
They uttered three joyful cries. 
With great boasting and merriment. 

We then went to the fortress. 
And I was bruised, weak and feeble, 
Shedding blood in great abundance, 
Coming closely out of my wounds. 

The daughter of the " King of the living'' came 
In truth to relieve myself; 
She put balm and balsam in my wounds, 
And I was whole after her. 
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A*f bA meA6^AC 6d|i)rj mm flD b*;% ^(f ; 
too c&||i|5eA6 |:uT)r) Afji? fA*!? 6119, 
le^pc^cA clufb be clutij t?A y-^Ai). 

4)o cujiieAmufTttje ai> )?e4]i fD5|i, 

too cfisb^^f A liA o]- A leAcc, 

" cit^All 5^fct) rsic to'^n &-c|n |r&ii?/' 

Y bo sAbArtjAni ^|i 3-ceAb |i|f at) 613, 

bu6 hub AC toub|t5r)AC f jf>t) \)^ ^1*13* 

'f f?|Ofi c^||ie bo'u 5rti^t)-beAT; ioijaj* ihb&0|3 ! 

Tj| |feA|* borrj fr^ft), a PabTiAi5 f^iTJ?! 
CAb bo c^|iIa bo't) iijoJA]?? 6)3 ; 

o'o U |-5A|lAlUU|ftlje A]tAOTJ U|, 

ij6 At* T]^^ V^]^ 5^ ^1T* ^* iTJ-beo. 

P. t^jOfi ipfjirir b«|t?!? A Oirtt? 3111 f?ij, (t) 

a\ leAt? A]t^|- |i|AO bo f30|l- 

0, T^ifi tJA tT?-btiA6 Ai) q|t ub, 

aY 30 **eiii)ii> i?t b|ifeA3 41? z-A]ym; (t) 
fi>lt CA 3l6||te A b^pUcAf TfjAfi bj Ai>^, 
too 6|A le 3|ieAi?i?j cAbAjif Ajijrj 5AififT). 
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0, We consumed our feast with pleasure, 
And then we were merry after, 
In the fortress were prepared for us. 
Warm beds of the down of birds. 

We buried the^great man 
In a deep sod-grave, wide and clear, 
I raised his flag and monument, 
And I wrote his name in Ogham Craobh. 

On the morrow, at the appearance of day. 
We awoke out of our slumbers, 
'' It is time for us," said the daughter of the king^ 
'' To go without delay to our own land;" 

We prepared ourselves without a stay. 
And we took our leave of the virgin. 
We were sorrowful and sad after her. 
And not less after us was the refulgent maid. 

I do not know, mild Patrick ! 
What occurred to the young princess, 
Since the day we both parted her, 
Or whether she herself returned to the Land of Life. 

P. Thou didst not tell us, pleasant Oisin, 

What country it is in which thou wast thyself; 

Reveal to us now its name. 

And continue again the track of thy story. 

0. That country is the " Land of Virtues,'' 

And certainly the name is not miscalled. 
If heaven hath glories as were there, 
To God, with love, I would give praise. 
17 
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O. t)o cu5ATt)A]]t lull 5-cul hot) bui), 

Y 50 ")bA lu'^ice le|f Ai) eAC bliit), 
'i)^ 3AOC n)^]tCA Aji 6fiuirt) flfe]b. 

MlOfi b-|:AbA 3U|i 6o|tcAf5 ai) rp6||t, 

bo Uf Ai) Tb6fi-Ti)ui|i 50 C]tfeAl), 

Y V] TtA|b AtbAltc Stt^iue le }:^i^]\ ! 

SeAlAb buioo A5 ATi)A|tc i)A i)6ull, 

Y A|i i)A it&ulcA b| f:^ fTi)U]b ; 

^'irMS ^^ C-AD|!A AJAf AD ^AOC, 

A'f bo foiUfi5 Pboebuf 6f ^]t c-ceAi)o. 

<Do cot)i)CAtDAi]t ]te ^|i b-CAO]b, 
cifi |t6-A0ibeAi) |:ao| l^if)-bU!ic, 
aY ">^5A IDA] fe AC a, |tfe|6e ti)ii), 
aV bui) 111036A bA jto-bfieajA. 

M] |tAib bAc b'-a b-|:eACA fiifl, 
be sofifi) i»|t, b'ttA]ct)e, ^ bn^i) ; 
be co|icu|i 6eA|i5 aY be btt]6e, 
i)AC itA^b 'x^t) |ti05-bfi05 cAO^ti) bo n^S. 

4Do b] A]t At) b-cAob e]le 8e'i) bup, 

5itiAi)^]t) ioi)D|iACA A3ur p^i^ir; 

b&ApcA tt]le be cIoca buAbA, 
le UitpA fttA6' A3Af f AO|t-cfeA]tb. 

Mjojt b-f AbA 30 b»|:eACAit)Ai|% cu3A]t)i>> 
A3 z\i]M o t) p-but) ]ot) lv|i 3-c6it)6a|l, 
c|ti cA03Ab lAec bo b'-^ea]tfi liic, 
TS^ltt), clju, aV bo b'AO||ibe c^^l. 
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O. We turned our backs on the fortress, 

And our horse under us in full speed, 

And swifter was the white steed, 

Than March wind on the mountain summit. 

Ere long the sky darkened, 

And the wind arose in every point, 

The great sea lit up strongly. 

And sight of the sun was not to be found 1 

We gazed awhile on the clouds. 
And on the stars that were under gloom 
The tempest abated and the wind, 
And Phoebus brightened o'er our heads. 

We beheld by our side, 

A most delightful country under full bloom, 
And plains, beautiful, smooth and fine. 
And a royal fortress of surpassing beauty. 

Not a colour that eye has beheld 
Of rich blue, green, and white. 
Of purple, crimson, and of yellow, 
But was in this royal mansion that I am describing. 

There were at the other side of the fortress, 
Radiant summer-houses and palaces. 
Made, all of precious stones. 
By the hands of skilful men and great artists. 

Ere long we saw approaching 
From the fortress to meet us. 
Three fifties of champions of best agility, 
Appearance, fame and of highest repute, 
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O. "C]A Ai) q|i ^Uipt) 1 fub, 

A |t)5eAt) c|u]p3t)A b-c|tiopAl o]]t, 
]f bfie-ajcA bfieAc b'^a b-|:eACA fu^l, 
t)6'D ] j-ub C^jt UA t)*63 ?" 

" Jr 1 5^ ^e]rV]V, A Ojrtt) ^6il, 

l)]Ofl 1 1)1)1 fCAf b|t6A5 ^^1^ ^'^ CAO|b, 

x)]l 1)] b'^fi 5eAllA|*-fA 6u]c V^]t)> 
i)AC b-fu|l fO|ll6i|i A5Ab bo flOjt." 

4Do c^iDis cu5A]w iODt)A 6e5|3, 
c6Ab beAi) 05 bo b'^^Ue fS^iti) ; 

|!A0] b ft AC A flObA l]Ot)CA b'dfi, 

A5 |:ailqtt3A6 ji6ri)A|i)0 ^'^ ^"^1^ f^l*?* 

t)0 C0t)1)CAT1)A]fl A|t]f A3 CeACC, 

bui6eAt) bo 3l6]]te, sIai) fluAj ; 
-^3^!* W5 0]\i6eA\ic, c5ii)ACCAC, c]tfeAi), 
bo b-|:ea|tft r3fe|ri), be] lb, 'rJrt)^^^' 

61 l6]t)e bu^Se be fpbA f |t6U, 

A5Af i)iAii)-bitAc 6|i6a of a c]op[} ; 

b] co|i6ii) b]t]cleAi)i)Ac bet) o|t, 

30 fOlUfeAC, loi)1)|%AC Aft A ceAijo- 

4Do coi)i)CATi)A]|i A3 ceACc 'i)A 6e6]5, 
Ai) bA]i)]t]03Aip 63 bo b Ajitbe c^]! ; 
A'f CA03Ab b|twfi)i)eAll it)illif, c6]|i, 
bo b'^fle clo6, ]OOA c6ri)8-a]U 

2I3 ceACc bofb ufle A|i aoi) bAll, 
bo UbAiji 30 ceAtjDfA ]ti3 ija i)'53 ; 
A3uf A bub^iitc, " ]f 6 feo Oipi) n;AC 1r)t>i)f 
c^jle cAO]t) N]ATi) c|i)b ^IT*-" 
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0. " What beauteous country is that 

gentle daughter of the golden locks ! 
Of best aspect that the eye has seen, 
Or is it the ' Land of Youth V " 

" It is, truly, generous Oisin ! 

1 have not told a lie to you concerning it. 
There is nothing I promised thyself 

But is manifest to thee for ever/' 

To us, came after that 
A hundred maids of exquisite beauty, 
Under garments of silk filled with gold. 
Welcoming me to their own country. 

We saw again approaching, 

A multitude of glittering bright host. 
And a noble great and powerful king, 
Of matchless grace, form and countenance. 

There was a yellow shirt of silken satin 
And a bright golden garment over it. 
There was a sparkling crown of gold, 
Radiant and shining upon his head. 

We saw coming after him 
The young queen of highest repute; 
And fifty virgins sweet and mild. 
Of most beautiful form in her company. 

When all arrived in one spot. 
Then courteously spoke the " King of Youth," 
And said, " This is Oisin the son of Fionn, 
The gentle consort of ' Golden-headed Niamh I' 
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A5Uf A bub^iitc A 5-c5fi)-Atib bo'i) c-f I65 ; 

" A 0]flO CaIiDA, a !i)lC A!) |113, 

cfeAb it)^le f ^]lce |i6Ti)AC." 

*' 21d ci|t ro ]oi)' A|i c^iDsir r^it), 

irj ceilf!eAb fsfeAlA o]tc 5AI) 56 ; 
]f ^AbA, buAi) fe bo f A05AI, 
aY be]6 cu |!6]0 co]6ce 65." 

" Nf I AOiboeAf b^V f rt)A0ii)]5 C|to]6e, 
t)AC b-^u^l Y^i) qfi feo |:Vb c6ti)A])i, 
A 0|ni), cfteib uAjiD 50 ^jo]t, 
3UJI iDire |ii5 tilt DA 1^-63." 

" 2I3 fO AD bA11)]tl05A|l) CAOlt;, 

-^V TD']i)3eA0 t!fe]i) N|An) qi) oift; 
bo CUA18 cAfi ii)ii)-ri)ui|i f Ab' 6^1^, 
CUT1) be]c Ti)A|i c6]le ajc] 30 beo." 

4Do 3AbAf bu^beACAf le]f ai) |t^3, 

aY b'uTpluiJeAf f]Of bo't) itiojAiD c6]|i, 

t)10|t fCAbA6 AW T]V ^O bfeAr3A]6 l|1)D, 

30 |i^i)3ArDAiti mo3b]to3 |ti3 da D-63. 

4Do CA]D13 W^ir^^^ V^ CACflAC CAO]Ti)', 

lb]]t ^eAji A3Af n)f)^0] ^od ^]t 3-c5Tb6^]l ; 
b] i!leA8 A'f f!6AfbA ADD bo f]0ft, 
A]t |!eA6 be^c D-oi8ce A'f bejc l^. 

*I)0 p0fA& TD^ le NjAlD C|D1) 0||t, 

A P^b|iAi3 6 D K6|iD D^ iD-bACul tD-b^D^ 
T]V ")<VT* cuAbAf 30 C^fi DA D-^5i 
5^6 bofl]b bjtoDAC 1]otd|*a c|t^cc. 
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He took me then by the hand, 
And said, [aloud to the hearing of] the host, 
*' O, brave Oisin ! O, son of the king I 
A hundred thousand welcomes to you !" 

'' This country into which thou comest, 

rU not conceal its tidings from you, in truth. 

Long and durable is your life. 

And thou thyself shalt be ever young." 

'' There's not a delight on which the heart hath mused 
But is in this land awaiting thee ; 
! Oisin believe me in truth. 
For I am king of the ' Land of Youth !'"' 

*' This is the gentle Queen, 
And my own daughter the Golden-headed Niamh, 
Who went over the smooth seas for thee 
To be her consort for ever." 

I gave thanks to the King, 
And I bowed down to the gentle Queen, 
Nor staid we there, [but proceeded] soon, [Youth." 
Till we reached the royal mansion of the ** King of 

There came the nobles of the fine fortress, 
Both men and women to meet us ; 
There was a feast and banquet continuously there, 
For ten nights and ten days. 

I espoused " Golden-headed Niamh,*' 
I Patrick from Rome of white croziers ! 
That is how I went to the '* Land of Youth," 
Tho' woeful and grievous to me to relate. 
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P« X^eAt) bu|f)f) ireAfbA a|i bo f3e6l, 
A Ofno 5|ft 1)^ i)-Attri) D-^fi ; 
cfoi)t)Uf b'f ^3bA]r 'Cijt i)A 1^-63, 

]f f AbA fOf l]Ofl) 30 1)0CCA|ft |!^C. 

JDr)]f bujDi) ^poir le td6|i 3|ieADi), 
Al) |tA]b AOI) cUi)p A3Ab jte NiAin, 
t;6*i) f AbA b|6i|* a b-Ciit i)A t)'o3, 
Aic|t]f 3At> bfi6i) bii|i)t) bo r3feAl 

O. <I)o bf A3A11) |ie NjATi) c|i)t) 6]|i, 

be clo]ijt) bu6 |to-Tt)A]C 3t)A0| A^f f 36111) ; 
bo b'^e^|t|i bejlb, C|iuc A3Uf ft)66, 

b]f Tt)AC 63 A3Uf ll)5eAl) CAOTt). 

Do cA]ceAf c|ifeiii)fe ^AbA ciAt), 
c|ti c6Ab bl]A6A]0 A3Af t)]Of Tt)6; 
3u|i rmAoioi3 "?^ 30 n)bA b'6 Tt)b rbfAt), 
lF)or)v \^r) T^lAPD b'^A]Cf]t) bed. 

p. 21 0]f]i), c-fWAific leAi) bob' f3eAl, (f) 
^Y l^t>ir bu]i)i) cA b-|:w]l bo cIai)o; 
CAbA]|t 6u]Di) 3^1) Tbo^ll A r)'^\VW, 

A'f Ap C|l]C 'l)A b-f W]l]b AIJI) ? 
O. Bl A3 MlAlt) f A 1)A 3-c6TbA||t, (t) 

'C]-}} i)A i)-63, i)A Tt)-beo 'f ijA Ti)-bttA& ; 

rieAr3 ir co|t6]t) be'i? ]ti3-a]|i, 

aY ]OTi)Ab feo]b ijAC i^jfi) bo Iua6. 

'CU3 M]An) A]t Tt)0 Slf T1)AC, (t) 

A]i)n) tij'acaji aY ti)0 6e]3-Tt)]c ; 
f^ovv 0i|i6eA]tC; ceAi)i) i)a fluAs^ 

Yap C-0f3A|l 0]|l-A|lT1)-|tUA6. 
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P. Continue for us further thy tale, 

golden Oisin of the slaying arms ! 

How didst thou leave the " Land of jouth,'' 

I, yet, think it long till you reveal the cause. 

Tell to us now with great pleasure, 
Hadst thou any children by Niamh, 
Or how long wert thou in the " Land of Youth," 
Relate to us, without grief, thy story, 

0. I had by Golden-headed Niamh, 

Of children of surpassing beauty and bloom. 
Of best form, shape, and countenance. 
Two young sons and a gentle daughter. 

I spent a time protracted in length. 
Three hundred years and more, 
Until I thought 'twould be my desire 
To see Fionn and the Fianna alive. 

P. pleasant Oisin continue thy story. 
And tell us where are thy children ; 
Give us, without delay, their names, 
And the land in which they are. 

0. Niamh had awaiting them. 

The Land of Youth — the Land of Life, and the land 

of Virtues : 
A wreath and crown of the kingly gold, 
And many ^ewels I do not mention. 

Niamh gave to my two sons 
The names of my father and of my good son, 
Noble Fionn— head of the hosts — 
And Osgar of the red golden arms. 
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O. 'Cusuf y^w ^tv CA(>tl)-it)J]D, (t) 

]te b-A01)CA N^Ali) AT) O^fl-C^t)!) ; 

bo bttAb A ri)A]fe 'f a jij^-JeAi), 
At) c-A]t)fi) t^t^T*> ?l^l* '^^ njbAt)." 

D'lAjifiAf |:^io ceAb A|i Ai) B]5, 

A'f A|i 11)0 6fe]le cAop, NiATi) cit)t) 6i[t; 

bui 50 h'^mw cAji Air Afiif, 

b'|:6ACA]i) 72^]i)p A3Af A Tt)6|t-fld|5. 



'^ <Do seAbAin ceAb wA]ti)," A|i ai) itjJeAt) caoti), 
'' c]6 bo]lb Ap fS^Al l]on) cu bejc b'A IuaS; 
A]t eA3Al p^fi ceAcc 6u]c A|tif ]teAb |i&, 
bOTi) qfi p^it), A 0]fii) buA6A]3«" 

" C|ieAb If eA3Al bu|i)t), a t*1<>S^Tt) bl^^c, 
'f Ao t-eAC bat) bo be^c f a'lt) |t6i|i ; 
Tt)u]i)i:]6 At) c-6oluf bu|pi) 30 f ^ti), 
aV t?iU|:i6 flAi) cA|i i)'Aif cu3Ab v^]r).^ 

" CuiTi)t)i5 A Offii), CAb c^ Ti)fe jt^b, 
it)^ leA3A]|i cfi^cc A|t caIaH) |ife]6 ; 
i)AC ceAcc bu|c co]6ce A|i]f 30 bfi^cAC, 
box) q|% "Al^]f)r)'Yeo 'i)a b-f u]l|rt) tr^it). 

'* 21 beijiiri) leAc-fA A|i]r 3AD 56, 
Tt)^ ttt]]tl]i)3i|i |!5f be'i) eAC b^i); 
1)^ qwc|:Ai|i cojbce 30 "C^ii i)A i)-65, 
A 0]ni) 5]ft DA t)-A]tn) p ^13- 

*' 21 be]]tin) leAc bo'x) cfieAf ^eAcc, 
TD^'f ceAcc be'i) cac 6w|c f ^it) ; 
50 Ti)-be|6|]t Ab' feAi)6]fi c|i]opA 6aII, 
3AD lu|c, 3A!) 3|ieAi)i), 3A!) jijc, 3AI) Ifeyn) ! 
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0. I, myself, gave to mj gentle daughter, 
By consent of golden-headed Niamh, 
In virtue of her beauty and loving countenance, 
The true name — Plui?-na-mban, [the flower of 
women.] 

I asked leave of the king, 
And of my kind spouse — ^golden-headed Niamh, 
To go to Erinn back again. 
To see Fionn and his great host. 

^* Thou wiltget leave from me," said the gentle daughter, 
" Though 'tis a sorrowful tale to me to hear you 

mention it, 
Lest thou mayest not come again in your life 
To my own land, victorious Oisin !'' 

'* What do we dread, blooming Queen ! 
Whilst the white steed is at my service, 
Hell teach me the way with ease, 
And will return safe back to thyself." 

" Remember Oisin I what I am saying, 
If thou layest foot on level ground, 
Thou shalt not come again for ever 
To this fine land in which I am myself. 

" I say to thee again without guile, 
If thou alightest once oflF the white steed, 
Thou wilt never more come to the ' Land of Youth/ 
golden Oisin of the warlike arms I 

'^ I say to thee for the third time, 
If thou alightest oflF the steed thyself, 
That thou wilt be an old man, withered, and blind, 
Without activity, without pleasure, without run, 
without leap. 
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o. " jr bofiij i]oiD, A Otrit) sni^t), (t) 

cu 6ul 50 b-6m]Dt) sUf 50 beds ; 
t)|'l n ^VO}f AtoA^l bo b] ; 

Y t)] ^e^cp^jt coi6ce 7^]oi)i) i)a flojAb. 

" Nl'l ADOir A 1)-fe]|t]1)D uile, (t) 
Acc ACA]|i u]]tb V fl5i3C6 Maoh) ; 
^ 0]nD SNDt) r©^ rt)0 P63, 
t)] cAff!^i|i co]8ce, 50 "Ciii t)A 1)05." 

4)'|:feACttf f uAr 'da 3Duir le c]tuA3, (t) 

Y bo f ]l ort)' ]tof 3A bo]tcA beo|i ; 
A P'^b|iu]3 bu6 c|iuA3 leAc ], 

A |iAobA6 pole AD cipp 6]fl. 

4Do cu]|t fi ri)^ t^AO] geAi'A CjiuaiS, (f) 
bwl ]f ceACC 3 AD buA]DC |te b^D> 
A'f bttbAiftc l]0iD bo buAb a TD-b|t]Je, 
b^A TD-b|i]ffDD lAb 'da CAn?A]DD fl^D* 

4)0 seAlUf b] 3AC d1 3^V b]t6A3, 

30 3-c6]tbliODrA]DD r^]D A D-feubA|ttc ff 1]0id; 
bo CUAbAf A|t TDU^D AD ©ic b^]D> 
A'f b'|:^3bAf flAD A3 luce ad bu^D- 

Do p63Af-f A TDO C6]le CAO|D, 

Y bA biibAC fiDD A3 f3A|iA6 l6] ; 
TDO 6]x TDAC, 'f fD'lDjeAD 63, 

bo b] pAO| bftoD A3 f |leA& b6A]t' 1 

4Do glfeAf Af OflfD CUtD f]ubA|l, 

'f bo cu3Af TDO cul bo t^it da D-63 ; 

bo ]tic AD c-eAC 30 b^Af 3A16 pufD, 

TDAfi bo |i]DD llOTD, aY l^ M]Aib CfDD ^IH* 
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" 'Tis a woe to me, loving Oisin, 
That thou ever goest to green Erinn ; 
'Tis not now as it has been ; 
And thou never shalt see Fionn of the hosts. 

*' There is not now in all Erin, 
But a father of orders and hosts of saints ; 
loving Oisin ! here is my kiss, 
Thou wilt never return to the ' Land of Touth !' " 

I looked up into her countenance with compassion, 
And streams of tears ran from my eyes, 

Patrick ! thou wouldst have pitied her 
Tearing the hair off the golden head. 

She put me under strict injunctions 
To go and come without touching the lea. 
And said to me by virtue of their power, 
If I broke them that I'd never return safe ; 

I promised her each thing, without a lie. 
That I would fulfil what she said to me ; 

1 went on the back of the white steed 

And bade farewell to the people of the fortress. 

I kissed my gentle consort. 

And sorrowful was I in parting from her, 
My two sons, and my young daughter 
Were under grief, shedding tears. 

I prepared myself for travelling. 
And I turned my back on the '' Land of Youth," 
The steed ran swiftly under me. 
As he had done with me and " golden-headed Niamh." 
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O. Ml b-Ait|tifceA]t ^|t fS^Al 50 beAcc, 

A|t 3AC t)] b«i'|t ceAi)5fbA|6 lion) l^^io; 
1)6 30 b-ca]i)i3 T06 A|t|r cA|i D Air, 
50 b-fei|tii)i) jUf i)A v]on)^b ffeub. 

2l P^b|ttt]3 i)A r)6\ib A3Uf i)a pAOti), 
i)10fi iDDlfeAf b|t6A3 bqc |t]ATb fdf ; 
f]r) A3Ab-f A f^c 11)0 r36|l, 
V it)^ri b'^^3bAf i!6ii) t^ift DA D-63, 

Da iDbei6ii)i)-fe ^^]r), a P^]tAi3, 
AiDAjl bo b^Of-f A Al) l^ ub p6|t)* 
bo cuftifiiji) bo cl^ifi 50 l6i|t cult) b^]f, 
A'f ceAi)i) ATI b|tA3Aib i)] beA6 ah) 6^15 1 

4)'a b|:A3Aii)i)fe flttijtfe 6h\ i)-A|tAi), 
Ti)A|i 3eib]i)t) 3AC zji'At 6 }^|odi); 
bo 5ui6|:iDt) curl) |t|3 da D-3nH^ 
Ctt be^c 50 jl^x) 6f A C]ODD» 

p. Do 5eAbA]|t A]t^D A3Af beoc, 

3AD AOD loCC ADO]f UA|TD f^jD ; 

If b]DD lloiD-f A 3ttc bo bedjl. 
'f laAD buiDD fof A|i bo fS^Al. 

O. 2l|i ceAcc boiD f^]r) adJID a b-c]|t, 

b'f 6ACAf c]tu|DD AD 5AC u]le -e^ijib ; 

bo fiDAOiDeAf ADD V]^ 30 1^1Pn# 

DAC ]tA]b cuA]|tif 3 %r)V A3AID le f^SA^l 1 

N]0|l b-f AbA 601D A3Af DlOft C]AD, 

50 b-|:eACA AD]A|t A3 ceAcc f a'n) 6fe]D ; 
TDA|iCfluA3 iDOfi ib||i feAfiAib A3Uf rDD^i 

V ^O C^tDJAbAjt aid' lAtA]|t f^lDv 
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O. Our story is not told in full, 

Of every thing that occurred to myself, 

Until I came again back 

To green Erin of the many jewrels. 

Patrick of the orders and of the saints, 
I never yet told you a falsehood, 
There is to thee the reason of my story, 
And how I left the '' Laud of Youth/' 

If I myself had been, Patrick ! 
As I was, that self-same day, 
I would put thy clerics all to death. 
And a head on a neck would not be after me. 

If I got plenty of the bread 
As I used to get, at aU times, from Fionn, 
I would pray to the king of grace 
To have thee safe, over it. 

P. Thou wilt get bread and drink, 

Without any fault now from myself. 
Melodious to me is the voice of thy mouth. 
And continue for us still thy story. 

0. On my coming, then, into the country, 
I looked closely in every direction, 
I thought then in truth 
That the tidings of Fionn were not to be found. 

'Twas not long for me nor tedious, 
Jill I saw from the west approaching me, 
A great troop of mounted men and women, 
And they came into my own presence. 
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O. 4)o beAi)i)ttf56AbA|i 6on) 50 CAOfo, T^\n), 
aY bo 5A]b ]005At)CAf 3A6 i)-^ot) b|ob ; 

A]t f A|Cf|!) T1)60^b T1)0 pe^tifAi) f6|lj, 

11)0 6e]lb, njo 31)6 A5Af njo 31)^0]. 

4)V]A|:ftu]3eAr f6|i? ADO ri«? ^lob fiib, 
Ai) 3-cuAUbA|t pioiji) bo bejc beo ; 
1)6 Ati ii)Ai|t A01) C|le be*!) 7^6|i)i) 
1)6 cfieAb 6 Ai) l6ui) bo bA]D b6]b ? 

'' 4)o CttAlAii)A]|toe cit^cc A]i noiji), 

All IjeAjtC, Afl lu]C, A3Uf Aft Cft^At) ; 

1)AC ftAfb It] All) A f Ali)A]lc fUb, 

A b-peA|tfA]l)l), A 3-cltt, A3Uf A 11)^11)1). 

'')f ]ori)6A leAbAjt f3|i^obcA f]Of, 
^3 ^13r|t> bii)D, TblUir 5<^o6aI; 
i)AC l6]|t l]i)^ Aicfiir 8uic 30 1!]P|l, 

A|l 6ACCAlb T^pi) A3Uf Aft Al) b-pejl)!). 

" 4)o cuAlA!i)AiTt 30 jlAfb A5 lp\ot)r), 
n)AC bttb lot)i)]tAC f 3^111) V cl68, 
30 b-ca]D]3 5]3-beAi) ^ao] i)A 86]t), 
Vs^ i)-beACA|6 U] 30 t^lji i)A i)-63." 

MttAl]l CUAlAf ffe]!) Al) c6ri)]tA8 ttb, 

i)^V ii)Aiti piODi) 'i)^ i)eAC be'i) 7^6|i)i), 
bo JlACAf cu]|ife A'f ii)6fi curi)A6, 
Y bA lai)-bttbAC 11)6 ]oi)A i)-bfe|3 ! 

Mfoti ]*CAbAr-r^ Ai)i) nt) ^ev n^T">, 
30 luAC 6Af3A|6 3AI) A01) ri)0]ll; 
30 b.cu3Af ID A3A]6 30 3IAI) |i6|6, 

Aft 2llli)A]l) 6ACCAC, leACAl) tA]3eA!), 
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O, They saluted me kindly and courteously, 
And surprise seized every one of them, 
On seeing the bulk of my own person. 
My form, my appearance, and my countenance. 

I myself asked then of them, 
Did they hear if Fionn was alive. 
Or did any one else of the Fianna live, 
Or what disaster had swept them away ? 

'' We have heard tell of Fionn, 
For strength, for activity, a,nd for prowess, 
That there never was an equal for him 
In person, in character, and in mien. 

There is many a book written down. 
By the melodious sweet sages of the Gaels, 
Which we in truth, are unable to relat« to thee, 
Of the deeds of Fionn and of the Fianna." 

We heard that Fionn had 
A son of brightest beauty and form. 
That there came a young maiden for him 
And that he went with her to the '* Land of Youth." 

When I myself heard that announcement. 
That Fionn did not live or any of the Fianna, 
I was seized with weariness and great sorrow. 
And I was fiill of melancholy after them I 

I did not stop on my course. 
Quick and smart without any delay, 
Till I set my face straightforward 
To Almhuin of great exploits in broad Leinster. 
18 
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t>Ac t?eACAi& cu]|ic 7^101) !)A fl6|3; 

1)1 |lA]b 'l)A blOOAb Al)1) 30 f)0\i, 

Acc ir^AbAjle, flio6 Asuf i)eAi)t)co5 ! 
Uc A P^b|tu]3 ! aY uc, njoijuAti ! 

bA beAlb Al) CllA]|lC A3AT1)-f a 6, 

b'|:^3 ^ocO] p]Ai) Tt)6 le'rt) |i6 I 

p. 21 Oirit) ! rsi^l!^ -^^^^Joif be'b bfioi), 

fjl bo &eo]]t A|i t)b|^ t)^ ^"Sn^n 
c^ plotjT) 'f^\) 'f]^r)V cl^jc 30 le6|t, 
a'i* i)f I A b-|:6]fi|5C|p |*ub 30 b]t^c. 

O. Ba Tbo|t At) qiuA3 nt)> A P^b|iAi3, 
lF]o\)i) 30 btl^t bo be|C a b-p^^t); 
1)0 CjteAb 6 At) c6]|i bo 11113 ^1^ bttA]6, 
*f^ ll^cc Iaoc cituA^b bo Ctt]c leif p^]i). 

p. jf fe t)iA bo |iu3 buA6 Ai|t n^Ot)> 

aY 01 ijeAjic ij^rb^b 'i)^ c]tfeAi)-l^Tb, 
A3Uf All Af) b-p^ii)i) u^le n)A|i 6, 
A i)-ip|ieAi)i) bAOft b'^ f ]0|i c|i^6 ! 

O. 21 f>^b|iAi3 rciuT*tt]3 it)& 'r^i^ ^I'^j 

'i)A b-pu|l 'piopo A]i l^irb A3ttf Ai) ri^pt), 
Y 1)] b-i:tt]l ]|r|ieAi)i) 'pA plA]ceAf ai)1), 
bo ctt]^}:e^6 }:^ ceAt)i)frt)ACc ]Ab. 

2t)Vf Apt) AC^ Of3A|l lt)0 TPAC f6]l), 

At) Iaoc bA c|t^]t)e a b-c]tofi)-5le5 ; 

i)10|t cun)A6 IP ]i:|teAi)i) Y^ b-plA]CeAf t)6, 

bu]6eA!) b'A Ti)6]b pAc ctieAr3A|i63A6 I 
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0. Great was my surprise there, 

That I did not not see the court of Fionn of the hosts ; 
There was not in its place in truth 
But weeds, chick-weeds, and nettles. 

Alas, Patrick 1 and alas, my grief I 
A miserable journey it was to me, 
"Without the tidings of Fionn or the Fianna ; 
It left me through life under pain. 

P. Oisin ! now desist from thy grief, 

Shed thy tears to the God of Grace, 
Fionn and the Fianna are weak enough, 
And relief is not theirs for ever. 

0. That would be a great pity, Patrick ! 

That Fionn should be in pain, for ever ; 
Or what pursuers gained victory over him, 
Since many a hardy hero fell by himself. 

P. It is God who gained victory over Fionn, 

And not the strength of enemy or strong hand, 

And over aU the Fianna like him. 

Condemned to hell, they are eternally tormented. 

0. Patrick ! direct me into the place 

In which Fionn is in hands and the Fianna, 
And there is not a hell or a heaven there 
That will put them under subjection. 

If Osgar my own son be there. 
The hero that was bravest in heavy conflict, 
There is not created in hell, or in the Heaven of God 
A host tho* great, that he would not destroy. 
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CAb bo caytU 6u]c 'da 66]5, 
CA|t 6|f i)A 7^6]i)t)e be]c A|i l^ji ! 

O. JDDeof Ab f^iD f]i) 6u]c, A P4^bftu]3, 

cA]i ^]f it)6 |:iv75ba]l 2llTbtt]i) L^igeAij^ 
D| |iA]b AOt) ^]C|ieAb 'da tiA]b ad 7*|ADD> 
D^^V cuAjtcujseAf 30 b]AD 3AD aod tbo|ll. 

2l|i iDO 3Ab^]l bort) c|tfe jjleADD ad T^^oil,^ 
bo coDD^iitc fD^ tD6fi-c|ta|DD|U3A6 add; 
r|t] c^Ab |:eA|t A3Uf d] bA njd, 
bo b] jtorDATD ADOr' ^0 D'SleADD- 

4)o lAbA]|t bu]D^ 6e'D r]tfeAb, 

A3Af A bubAjfic ffe be 3ttc 6f ^|tb ; 
'' cA|i|i b'^|i 3-CAbA|fi, A tM^3-lA0]c, 

aY ^UAf3A]l f IDO Af AD 3-C]tUA6-C^f I" 

^^1013 n)6 ADD 1*1^ ^^ l^CA]|t, 

^'V M^3 "?^[^ TDA|trDU||t A3 AD r^SJ; 
b| TDe^bACAD DA lejce 0|iCA ADUAf, 
Ya cu|i b]ob fuAf, DiO|i b'^6ib]|t led! 

21d Cttib AC A b^ |:A'd l]<^ fi^r> 

bo b] Ob Aft 6\ 3-clAO]6eAiD 30 pADD ; 

le c|tu]rDe ad uaIa^s ^^IV'f 

bo cA]ll 30 le6|i b]ob a fDeAbA]|i ! 

<t)o lAbA]|i bu]D^ bo DA n)c^O]ji, 

A5ur A bubAiitc, '' A ni03-3A]r3eA6A]3 6|3 ; 
^uAt*3Ail |:eA|TA A|i tDO bu=j6eAD, 
DO bujDe 6]ob, d1 b6]6 bed I" 
» SleAijT) AT) r"?ojl, Me i;a//ey of the thrush, now anglicized Glenasmole. 
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Let us leave oflE our controversy on each side 
And continue thy story, valiant Oisin ! 
What occurred to thee after that, 
Subsequently to the Fianna being low. 

I, myself will tell thee that, Patrick ! — 
After I left Almhuin of Leinster, 
There was not a residence where the Fianna had been, 
But I searched accurately without any delay. 

On my passing thro' the glen of the thrushes, 
I saw a great assembly there. 
Three hundred men and more 
Were before me in the glen. 

One of the assembly spoke, 
And he said with a loud voice : 
'' Come to our relief, kingly champion ; 
And deliver us from difficulty !" 

I, then came forward, 
And the host had a large flag of marble, 
The -weight of the flag was down on them, 
And to uphold it, they were unable ! 

Those that were under the flag below, 
Were being oppressed, weakly, 
By the weight of the great load 
Many of them lost their senses. 

One of the stewards spoke 
And said : — ** princely young hero I 
Forthwith relieve my host. 
Or not one of them will be alive," 



^^*A TfVlkin^AS OrjAH mAC 0|t]1J, 

x^ KxxntA^ An AT) 1103-fo 't>a SeAf-l^^riy, 

X^ oiiinwsAS ^'^T•CAn } zaji ai) flaAj, 

C>," 1*.*XS*- AH TTV* cIiATXP b^Af, 

• X" hx;t:a*' ah Ar l^^c Am lA]m ; 
x* X ». ''4iVA- -iMkOC h-r^mre } 5 i>A b^]C. 

X" Sx • TN>HrA ^^'•H At* e]c feJi^n ; 

j^"* S^.".;' 'Tv^ >A c*'^*' AH AT* m-b^in! 

N :♦ -^^^ H A*T'3: -r^ AiMiAr, 
,nx X^as'^ aa->at* a:* r^AO bAr, 
> ".^"5 A? •'*r can* r^uKxil, 
' M*»-y. ^^ «4riSAn 50 Ia3, civile ! 

^^ OA*il^A*' ATT^HC IPC* f«U 

w.v >eAlf tr<^ i;!^'*^ V mo rj^]!, 

3;a? ^^♦^. 3AP n^A^AYn. 3An ^]]tb ! 

"it pA>nA»;;, f ip A3A^ roo To^aI, 
tr^xn c^nlA 6oip t^»p jap 36; 
nv cSul Ajur ip'imceACC 30 beAcc, 
aV rrv c^Acr CAfi n?*A]r ^ ^1?* V^ P-^S ' 
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'Tis a shameful deed, that it should now be said, 
And the number of men that is there, 
That the strength of the host is unable 
To lift the flag with great power. 

If Oscur the son of Oisin lived, 
He would take this flag in his right hand, 
He would fling it in a throw over the host — 
It is not my custom to speak falsehood. 

I lay upon my right breast, 
And I took the flag in my hand. 
With the strength and activity of my limbs 
I sent it seven perches from its place ! 

With the force of the very large flag, 
The golden girth broke on the white steed ; 
I came down full suddenly, 
On the soles of my two feet on the lea. 

No sooner did I come down, 

Than the white steed took fright. 

He went then on his way. 

And I, in sorrow, both weak and feeble, 

I lost the sight of my eyes. 

My form, my countenance, and my vigour, 

I was an old man, poor and blind. 

Without strength, understanding, or esteem. 

Patrick ! there is to thee my story. 
As it occurred to myself without a lie. 
My going and my adventures in certain. 
And my returning from the ^* Land of Youth/' 



I 
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The following Prophecy by Caoilte, respecting Cluain 
CAeasain, deserves preservation ; but want of space must 
excuse our offering a translation : — 

caojtce Ko ci)?iN. 

CluA]i) CbeAf ^]D ]td clof ^n)AC, 
3ttf A b-cAic]3eA6 toac LujAcb, 
b^ Kof rb]c 'C\ieo]r)^ |:oti Ati) tJSMW 
]te |iAe coijeAcc ai) 'CaiIs]!)!). 

2lcc 31 6 cAi)CA]t pf A^lit) ^6 feAC, 

A 3-CluAit) CbeAfA]!) i)A 3-cteitteAc; 
Ab cooDAjic Ai) CbluAjf) c|te]bit)eAC, 
f ^ 6ATb]tA]& jittAb |i6 beAijo^c. 

5^ be^c leiseAf if ai) Ia]d, 
|i5 bi CM) Ai)i) bA b-Of CA^ll ; 
jopbAjb bA I] 1)1) fi)^it) Ai) c-f|mc, 

A6bA6 C|lAT)t)A At) cluA]l) C|tOCAC. 

^A]C A Clttli), A CA|l|lt)A, A h'^X), 
T!)A]C A lt)eAf ]tAlAC ]td C|16A1) ; 

CACTI) A b-^lT^tJl^e aY a b-iiblA, 

T1)A1C A b-wblA f ]01)t)-CubA|lCA. 
'C^]l)13 AT) CA|l|ll)3A]tte CA]|l, 

CluAii) CeA|*A]i) A3 'CAil3eAi)i)A]b, 
A bubA]|ic 'Plot)!) f |aI ^^^IJeAc, 
30 Ti)A]c t)e]ii)e i)AOit) A]i)3leAc. 

Cjil |:|ccioc |tl03A]T) 30 ]teAcc, 
bAbA|i A3A11) ]f tD6]t a]ii)i)eA|tc; 
30 i)ib]p A leAf A ujle, 
|iobf ATt) cleAccAc cluAi)U]6e. 

1 Eos mic Treoin is the old and present Irish name of the town of 
New Ross in the county of Wexford, 
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Letter addressed by Dr. John 0' Donovan, to the 
President of the Ossianic Society. 



Dublin, Dec. 27th, 1858. 
Dbab Sib — Having, at vour request, undertaken to translate into 
English — to lengthen out the abbreyiations, and to fix the grammatical 
endings of the contracted words, in this notice of the boyish exploits of 
the celebrated Finn Mac Cumhaill, the Fingal of Mac Pherson*s Ossian, — I 
beg to offer 70U a few observations on the age and importance of the 
little tract, as well as of the manuscript from which it has been taken* 
This tract was copied letter for letter, and contraction for contraction 
from a fragment of the Psalter of Cashel now preserved in the Bodldaii 
Library at Oxford (^Laud, 610), by the Eev. Euseby D. Cleaver, M. A., 
of Christ Church, Oxford, in 1854, and now curate of S. Barnabas, 
Fimlico, London, whose progress in the study of the Irish language is 
truly wonderful, considering the slight advantages of oral instruction 
which he has possessed. He has copied this little tract so faithfully that 
I was able to understand it as well as if I had the original manuscript 
before me. No artist ever copied a portrait or inscription more accurately. 
This manuscript was examined in the year 1844 by the Be v. Dr. Todd, 
S.F.T.C.D., who published a full account of its contents in the Proceed- 
ings of the Boyal Irish Academy, vol. 2, p. 336, sq. In 1846 1 examined 
it again with the most anxious care, and published a brief notice of its 
more important contents in the introduction to Leabhar na g-Ceart. It 
consists of 292 pages folio, vellum, and was transcribed in 1453 by John 
Boy O'Clery and others at Pottlerath, in the barony of Crannagh, and 
coimty of Kilkenny, for Edmund Butler, the head of the sept of Mac 
Bichard, who afterwards became Earls of Ormonde. This manuscript 
remained in the possession of Mac Bichard Butler till the year 1462, 
when Ormonde and he were defeated in a battle fought at Boile-an-phoill, 
now Pilltown, in the barony of Iverk, county of Ealkenny, by Thomas, 
Ear] of Desmond, to whom he was obliged to give up this very copy of 
the Psalter of Cashel, together with another manuscript (now unknown). 
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ealleri the Book of CArrick-oD^Sulr Thb fact appears from a meixiQr«ii 
^mm on foL I10» p. b, of which ihe foUowing is a literal ta-aoalfition :— 

** Thta was the Pmitur of Mac Richard Butler, until the defeat *l 
Bftile-an -phoilU wiw given to the Earl of Ormonde, and to Mac Richard 
hj tho Earl of Desmood ('i'hanm^), when thU book and Ihe book of 
CarHck^ were obtained in tho r^emptiOD of Mac Richard ; and it was 
thii Mac Richard tliat had these booke transcribed for hk own nse i and 
thef remained in hii poi£e»aion until Thomai, Earl of Desmond, wrested 
them from him," 

The foregoing memoranduoi was written in the mannscrlpt^ while it 
was in the posaeiBion of Thomas* Earl of Desmond, whose name "Thomas, 
of D&Bmond^'^ appears in English, ld Ma own hand, on fol. 9^, a.. See 
Leahhat na ^^Ct&rt^ Introdyction, pp, :^xTiil'^xi:x. The publication of 
ttis manuBcript, as it staoda, would be a great deaidemtum in Irish liter- 
ature, and I trust tliat Sir Johti RomiUy will not thiok it tin worthy of 
Ms attention. 

I am of opinion that this Jittle tract is of great antiquity, and contains, 
perhaps f the oldest account we have remaining of Finn and his co tem- 
poraries* You will obserTc that the style is extremely simple, and alto- — 
gether devoid of that redimdancy of epithets which characteriaea the — 
prose compositiont of later ^ea, which are equalled only by those of 
**Elf^moio FeUciana dff SUva" 

The celebrated Irish antiquary » Duald Mac Firbia, in hii genealogical 
work, pp, 435, 436, giTea varioufl pedigrees of the famous Irish hero, 
Finn Mac Cumhailh Some ilcdut-e his descent from the OrbhraigUe of 
Druim Imnocht, others from the Corco Olchej a eept of the Ui-Fidhgein fcet 
who were seated in the present county ot Limerick, Some itate that he 
sprung from the Ui'Tairsigh of Ui-Failghe, a plebeian sept^ while other 
genealogists maiotain that he came of th^ Ui-Tairgigh of the Luaighni 
Teamhrach of Fera-Cul in Bregia, which was one of the three septi from 
whom the chief leader of the Fiani, or Irish militiaj was elected. Mac 
I*irbia, however, itates that this discrepancy muet have arisen from mis- 
taking one Finn for another j but that by far the greater number of the 
authentic Irish authorities agree in deducitig the pedigree of the &jnou3 
Finn Mac Cumhaili ^om Nuada Neacht, the fourth son of Sedua 
Slthhhaic, the ancestor of the kings of Leinsfeer. 

By the mother^s eide, Finn Mac Gumhaiil was descended from Tadhg, 
son of Nuadliat, son of Aiee, son of Daite^ eon ef Brocan, son of Flo tan 
of Timth-Dfllte in Bregia. This Mac Fir bis believes to be hia true ma- 
ternal descent, though othera state that his mother was Torba, daughter 
of Echuman of the Ernaana of Dun-Cearmna (the old head of Ktosale, 
in the county of Cork), and that he had a half-brother by the mother's 
iide, who waa called Finn Mac Gleoir. 
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Mac Firbis adds that Finn Mac Cumhalll possessed, in right of hia 
office of leader of the Fians, seven ballys, or townlands, out of eyery 
tricha-ched, or hundred, in Ireland ; that he was bom in the third year of 
the reign of Conn of the Hundred Battles, and died in the year 283. 

Some genealogical books give the pedigree of our hero thus : — Finn, son 
of Cumhall, son of Tr^nmor, son of Subalt, son of Saltan, son of Baiscne, 
son of Nuada Necht : others, Finn, son of CumhaU, son of Baiscne, 
son of Tr^nmor, son of Ferdarath, son of GoU, son of Forgall, son of 
Daire, son of Deaghaidh, son of Sin ; but of the various pedigrees of 
our hero which Mac Firbis has copied from Irish authorities, the follow- 
ing is the only one that can be considered authentic : — 

1. Nuada Necht, 

2. Fergus Failge, ancestor of the Kings of Leinster, 

I ^1 

3. Bossa Buadh, 3. So-alt, 

4. Fmn, the poet, king of Leinster, 4. Alt, 

5. Conchobhar Abhraruadh, 5. Cairbre Garbhroin, 

6. Moghcorb, king of Leinster, 6. Baeiscne, 

7. Cucorb, king of Leinster, • 7. Modh, 

8. Nia Corb, 8. Buan, 

I I 

9. Cormac Gealtagaoith, 9. Fergus, 

10. Feilimidh Firurglais, 10. Trendom, 

11. Cathaeir Mor, monarch of Ireland, 11. Trenmor, 

A.D., 177. I 

12. CumhaU, 

13. Finn Mac Cumhaill, si. 284. 
He had a sister named Sidh, who was proverbial in Ireland for her 

fleetness of foot, and who was the mother of Caoilte Mac Bonain, also 
famous in the Fenian tales for his agility. He had another sister, 
Seogen, who was the mother of Cobhthach, son of Crunnchu. 

I have always believed that Finn Mac Cumhaill was a real hislorical 
personage, and not a myth or god of war, like the Hercules of the 
Greeks, the Odin of the Scandinavians, or the Siegfried of the Germans. 
He was the son-in-law of the famous Cormac Mac Airt monarch of Ire- 
land, and the general of his standing army. He was slain in the year 
A.D., 284, according to the Annals of Tighernach, a period to which our 
authentic history unquestionably reaches. (See Ogygia, part iii, c. 70). 

This celebrated warrior was, as we have seen, of the regal line of the 
kings of Leinster, of the Milesian or Scotic race (for my ingenious friend 
Mr. Herbert F. Hore has theorised in vain to prove him of Scandinavian 
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orifiD) ; ha hw} two T«cideiicet in I^iiA££r« <mt at MUn (AlmhaiDf) io the 
prcionl eotiai^ of KlldAJ^, ^nd the other at Mayellj la the (noir^ King's 
Oomitj, both of which detccndod to him from hii anceftOTB. Pinkerton, 
the Bsoet cf4iJi."«J aod sceptical writer that hai erer treated of Irish and 
ScoUiah hiatorTt hae Ihe followiTi^ remarkable wordi, in which he &%- 
pwMca his coDTiciiOD of Finn't uodoiililed hiitorical exiitence ' — 

" He aecmir aayi he, ** to have been a man of ^reat talenta for the 
age, and of celebritjr in arms, 11 li fornrntitjo of a regular fftaniliiig armj, 
trained Io war, in which all the Irish aecoants agree, seems to hav^ been 
a mde tmitation of the Horn an kfiona in Britain. The idea, though 
iimple enough, ehowi prudence, for such a force alone, coiUd have coped 
with the Romani had they invaded Ireland. But this maebine, which 
lurpriBed a rude age, and seems the basis of all Fuxn*& feme, like eotne 
uther great schemoi» onl; lired in its author^ and expired sood af^r 
him/* — In^irif into ihe Hiiionf of Scotland, vol. ii, p. 77. 

Our own poet and historian, Moore, who read all that had been writ^ 
ten by the Mac Phersoii and the raodmrn critics on tlie historj of Finn, 
cipresses bis coovktion that he vraa a reai man of flesh and blood, and 
uo god of war or poeliciai crealion. He concludes hi» account of him in 
tlie following poetical strain. 

" It has been the fate of this popular Irish hero, after a long course of 
traditional renown in bis country, where his name still lives, not onljr ia 
legends and &ongi, but yet in the more indelible record of scenery con* 
nected with his memory, to have been nil at once transferred by adop- 
tion to another country (Scotlnnd), and start under a new but fklse i 
ihape, into a fresh career of fame."^ — Hisiorp iff Ire land ^ toL L p. 133. 

The only known dcBcendiints of our hero, now known to exist, are the 
Dal-Cala, Lc» O'Brieua of Munster and their correlattyes. Cormac Cas, king- 
of Monster, who married Bambair (Samaria), tlie daughter of Finu by 
Gr&in^, daughter of Cormac Mac Airt, monarch of Ireland, and had by 
her, jw?cording to the Irish genealogists, three sons, Tinne and Connhi, of 
whose race notlnng is known, nnd Fearcorb, the progenitor of the Dal 
Cais, the hereditary eneuilcs of the raceofConu of the Hundred Battles. 
After the death of Finn, the monarch Cairbre Liflechair, «on of Cormac, 
the grandson of Coon of the Hundred Battles, disbanded and ontlnwed 
the Clanna Baeiscnd, of whom Finn was then tlie head, and retained in his 
icrvice their enemies, the Clanna..Mi>rnEi, a military tribe of the Firbolga 
of Connaeht. The Clan na-Baei send then repaired to Munster to their 
rtdativc, Fearcorb, who retained them in hia iicrYice, contrary to the 
order* tjf the Irish monarch. This led to the bloody battle of Gablira 
(ncai- the Boyne in Meath)i ^^ which the two rival military tribe* 
slaughtertd eacli other almost to extermination. In the beat of the ac- 
tion, Use&r, the grandson of Finn (and son of Oitin,) met the mouiyrch. ; 
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in single combat ; but fell, and the monarch retiring from the combat, 
was met by his own relative Semeon, one of the Fotharta, (a tribe that 
had been expelled into Leinster) who fell upon him after being severely 
wounded in the dreadful combat with Oscar, and despatched him by a 
single blow. 

Oisin and Caeilte Mac Konain survived all the followers of our hero, 
and are fabled to have lived down to.the time of St. Patrick (A.D. 432), 
to whom they related the wonderful exploits of Finn and his cotempo- 
raries. This, however, is incredible ; but it is highly probable that both 
lived to converse with some Christian missionaries who preceded the 
great apostle of Ireland, and who found it difficult to convert them from 
their pagan notions. 

There is a very curious dialogue, partly preserved in the book of Lis- 
more, and partly in a MS. in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, said to 
have been carried on between Caeilte, son of Ronan, and St. Patrick. 
This dialogue, notwithstanding its anachronism, or perhaps rather mis- 
nomer, is of great value to the Irish linguist, topographer, and antiquary, 
on account of the curious ancient forms of the language which it pre- 
serves, and the various forts, mounds, sepulchres, plains, mountains, 
estuaries and rivers which it mentions by their primitive and mediaeval 
names. 

Hoping that this tract will soon see the light under your auspices, as 
President of our Society, 

I remain, dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 

- JOHN O'DONOVAN. 

To 

William Smith O'Brien, Esq. 
President of the Ossianic Society, 
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*15€cc feifieijD, i&itt CurtjuU mAC 

tm5€cb Cwn^T^j ^ tuAt3oe^ -1- *>o 
Co|ico Ocb^ Cufle Cbo^ciiijto boij 

CuTDiiU fit), ^iTt bA bibfjbe f?*!!! 

If } b* b4t?-c^l« bo Cbunjdl, t)0 co 

CAcb Ctjucb^ e^cufiTiA -1* ici|t CunjalL ocuf Uti5]ienb« 

OA|iie4>eAii5, m^c &chA\S 'PiTjb, mic Coi|ip|ie 5aU|S, 
m|C ^tiifieAbA|5, ocuf A TT)AC, *it 2leb, ic cAbAyitc ^fj 
cb*cb* lfA|t|tAb ^uti5piT)i). aitjti) Tj^iU boD <DA|jie f]ij 
2t)ofifjA ^upcAiii). 4>o befiAft ]4]tum itJ cAcb Hii fit? ; 
bo haU |ce|i Lufcec ocuf 2leb, tijag ^IJoytDA, |f ^i^ cb^c; 
SO^uf Lucec 9eb, co |iof mill a lecb-tiofc, co^ibbe fio l|l 
A Afijim 5oll 5 riu lift e, 4)0 ruic L«cec U 5oll ; ^otJ^f 
bAHj |fe|i coiTTjecA cofi^ibuils A ^§c fefffTJ Cunmll iftU 

I Chitifiainnfup (tf the Fians^ i.e. tbe leadership of the Irish militia* 

* Ciimhati. The beat account of tliis miiitary leader will be found in 
the battle of Cnuclia, preserved in the book of LiBcaore. 

* Luaighni, a famoufl military sept ia Mcsith descendM from Luaighni, 
one of ilie brothers of Coim of thti hundred battltjs. Ogygtat part iii* c* 57» 

* Cml CoiUuimj a territory Bituat«d on th>3 borders of the present 
counties of Jileath atid Cavan, 

« Cnucha, Con pell Magheog began states In his tranalatioc of the 
annala of Cbnmacnoise* AAX 726, that this is tbe plfl<^ called Castle- 
knock, [near the riTcr Liffey, eounty of Dublin.] 



THE BOYISH EXPLOITS OF FINN, DOWN HEHE. 




HEBE happened a meeting of va- 
loiir, and contention of battle, ro- 
BpeetiDg the chiei^ainBhip of the 
Fianus/ and the head-atewardsbip 
of ErJn, between Cnmhall/ son of 
Treanm6r, and Uirgrenn, son of Lnghaidh Corr, [one] of 
the Lnaighne,^ le. this Cumball was of the Corca-oiche of 
Cuil-contumD/ for of these the Hm-Taipsigh his tribe were 
[a subsection], Torba, daughter of Eochaman [one] of the 
Ernaans, had been the wife of Cmnhall, nntQ he manied 
]lluireann Munchaemh, [Mnrinda of the fair neck]. The 
battle of Onncha'^ was afterwards fought between thein, i.e. 
between Cumhall and Uirgrenn, 

Daire Dearg, son of Eochaidh Finn, son of Coirpre Ga- 
lach, son of Mniredhach Muinderg, and his son Aedh, were 
fighting the battle along with Muirgrenn, Another name 
for this Daire was Morna Munchaim, The battle was then 
fought, Luichet aud Aedh son of this Morna met to- 
gether [in single combat] in the battle ; Luichet wounded 
Aedh, and destroyed one of his eyes^ so that from this the 
name of Goll^ [Luaeus] adhered to him from that time 
forth, Luichet fell by GoU. The keeper of his own 
corrbholg^ of seda [treasure bag] wounded Cumhallj and 

« Qoli iB glossed OecA, HQd means one-eyed, the same as the Latin 

lUMCUS* 

' Cotrhhofff, i.e. a round bag, std means a jcwd or any article of 
value* 

19 
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CAC. <Do cu]c Cumuli I A 3^11 n)AC 2fyy\it)A ]f 71; CAcb, 
ociif bei|t]b A frofbb ocuf a cepb leff, coi)|b be f fi> ba| 
trfcb buoAb ]C||i P101) ocuf n?AC ^fy>\ir)^, cooib be f]ij |io 
cec ]r) feAi)cbA]8 : — 

'Soil ftjAc 43A|te 4De]|t5 co tpblAjb, 
2t)|c ecbA|b piDO, t:]i)0 A 3A1I, 
^|c CA||ipfte 3AlA|b CO !)5A]l, 
2t)|C 2t)u||ieAbA|3 A Fl0bfDA|3. 

Ro n?A|tb Soil Lu|cec i)^ ceb, 
21 cAcb CijucA, T)ocbA bjiec, 
Uqcec piDO ]D S^lPceb 3IA10 
La n?Ac 2t)o|toA bo |tocbAi|t. 

jf le|f bo cu|c CuTDull n)6|t, 

J CAC Cl^UcbA 1)A CAcb-]*l05 

21] fie cuc]*AC ]r) CAcb ceijb, 
Jft) |:|AT)A]becc i)a b-6lfiei)b. 

BaCA]! clAljbA 2t)0|l1)A ]X]^ CAcb, 

Ocuf l,uA|3oe t)A 'CenjiiAcb, 
21] fi b^ leo |:]At)Uf ^e|t )-4v]l, 

p|t]A lA]rt) CAC |t]3 CO ]tobA]3. 

Bu] TDAC AC Cumuli CO Tt)-buA]b, 

ji? p|Ut) t:u|lecb |:Aebu|t C|tuA|b ; 
f]r)V ocuf 3^11 ft)6|i A mblAb, 

JZlxht) bo |l01)1)f ACAjt C05Ab. 

jA|t f]i) bo itoi^i^r-^^cAfi ri^, 

p]i)b ocuf Soil ^A c^^ VSV]^, 
Co co|tcu]|i BAijb Sli)t)A be, 
'pAt) mu]cc A T!^en)uiti LuA^Cfte. 

2leb bA b^lOtt) ^0 Ti)AC <t)A]|ie, 
Co|t 3Aeb Lu^cec coi) A]De, 
O tio 3Aec tDAC l,uA]3i)e loi)b, 
<t)A]|te coi)|tu]ceA ]t]]* ooll. 3' 

J Finnmhagh, otherwise Maghjinn, a plain in the barony of Athlone, 
county of Roscommon, at this period possessed by the Firbolgs, of whom 
the Clanna-Morna were a sept. 
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Cumhall fell by Goll son of Moma in the battle, and carried 
oflF his arms and his head ; and from this there was a funda- 
mental hatred between Finn and the sons of Moma, con- 
cerning which the historian sang: — 

'' Goll was son of Daire Dearg of fame, 
Son of Eochaidh Finn of valiant deeds, 
Son of Cairbre Galach of prowess. 
Son of Mnireadhach of Finnmhagh.* 

This Goll slew Lnichet of hundreds, 
In the battle of Cnucha, no falsehood, — 
Luichet Finn of noble chivalry. 
By the son of Moma fell 1 

It was by him fell Cumhall the Great, 
In the battle of Cnucha of embattled hosts 
What they fought this stout battle for. 
Was for the Fian leadership in Erin. 

The Clanna Moma were in the battle, 
And the Luaighni of Teamhair 
For the Fiannship of the men of Fail was theirs 
Under the hand of each valiant king. 

The victorious Cumhall had a son ; 
The blood shedding Finn of hard weapons, 
Finn and Goll of great fame. 
Mightily they waged war. 

After this they made peace 
Finn and Goll, of the hundred deeds, 
Until the Banbh Sinna fell 
On the plain at Teamhair Luachra,* 

Aedh was the name of Daire^s son, 
Until Luichet wounded him with dexterity. 
But since the stout son of Luaighne wounded him 
He was called by the name of Goll." 

s Teamhair Luachra, a place in Kerry not far from Castle Island, in 
the district of Sliabh Luachra. 
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b€ifi|o fi m^Ci oc«f be|iA Ainm tn?, .1* Dem^. I^jc 

"Pl^tCC^ll fl?4C CoijCfW OCttf BobbTTI&U, bA17tl|tA|, OCUf ft) 

fi?4e» ^ifi iJifi Um A lijitcAifi A bee Afcce. l^ujbit ^aifiije 1a 
5leoitt i*flH>^Po* ^ IH t^mn^!3e i^^ibAttj, coi}\ &aif fb« 
in |tAO, Tallin roAC 5leo||i* Linb c|t*x Bog^hiaU ocii|' 
fij Lf^rb, octif ]o tr^c leo t foicfi^b SUfb| BU&rti^, Ko 
IhiI^^ 1*? Rl^^ ^D^ n^ I CA|be. <I>eirbbffi oij, Afi b* 
b|rii&4 3ilU cA|lcA||i r|t>f)sf p*c, ocuf Uecb iTeffiji^ecl^ 
UA|f?:i?3t5^, octif peiijib freft5Acb |rn|i:lji)tif*cb bo Uecft|& 
LttATsm, ocuf bo fi7Ac^|b ^ofiijA ro|i c| id tt?|c fju, ocaf 
t^uIcA m^c CutijujlL Ro A^lfec i^^^iinn ifj bit b^^pefrjbfs 
f|i| pjq |*& ^obA & fAij f^mUf6 f|T). 

'CjC 4t n)ifccAt|i 4L c|i?b f& n)bl|&bAt) ]A|i f jp bffff a titic, 
Aift bo l)fr;t)nb b( ^ bee ]f(0 TU^fc^ wc, ocuf bo ]\o b^ becAfl 
la IT) AC 2l)0]tf?^ bO- Cjb CJl^^CC ACjtACC -d^f cac ^AfAcb ]t>^ 
efele, CO it&|t)[cc |?o|c(tib Slebe BUbnjA; ^o3e|b ]\) i^iArj- 
boitb ocHf TU fTjAC ]i}A cobUb lODCj, ocuf cocb*|b f f ai» 
ti?i\c IDA bwcljc T*TibA|ij> ocuf qnjf A|5e fin^s^ Ije, ocuf f] 
f\}om l^liuip, CoD^b ^ijb f |D bo ]tOfD D^ fiADDA jC tDU||il^ 
jiD A rnAC — 

CobAfl fie fUAD^D fl^fme, lltl. 

T^)t7)t)^f AH fT>5|D celebftAb bo |>4 bADfe|D*5&bu]b ]A|% 
ffi), ocuf Acbejic fft|tt ooiDS^bbAff ]i} id^c coitjAb |T)- 



1 Muireanti, TM» waB Terj commoa as the proper propeT name of h 
womaa among the ancient Irish. It ia explained id Cormac'& Glossary, 
as meaning mor^fhinn^ long-haired* 

' Lamhruifjhe^ n people of Kerry in the west of Munster, 
> Sl'iabh BiadhmUr i.e. the mouotiim of BUdhma, (Ogygia IlL, 16-) 
nowr SUe?e Bloom ou the confines of the King's and Queen*B Countiea, 
It U Bontetidjf^s called Sliabh SmoiL Ti^e sutnitiJt of this mountain ia 
calltjd WhIU\(;1| eme*'lTJi the summit of Erb, and from it, the O'Duimea 
liave taken the rar>tto gf ^IjulUclj 6;\i&^%rii} f^b^ \ 
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Cumhall left his wife pregnant, i. e. Muirenn,* and she 
brought forth a son, and gave him the name of Deimne. 
Fiacail the son of Cuchenn, and Bodhmall the Druidess and 
Liath Luachra came to Muirenn and carried away the son, 
for his mother durst not keep him with her. Muirenn 
afterwards married Gleoir the Kedhanded, king of Lamh- 
raighe,* from which Finn is called the son of Gleoir. 
However Bodhmall and Liath taking the boy with them 
went to the forests of Sliabh Bladma,^ where tlie boy was 
nursed secretly. This was indeed necessary, for many a 
sturdy stalworth youth, and many a venomous inimical hero 
and angry morose champion of the warriors of Luaighni, 
and of the sons of Moma, were ready to despatch that boy, 
and [also] Tulcha the son of Cumhall. But however the 
two heroines nursed him for a long time in this manner. 

His mother came at the end of six years after this to 
visit her son, for it was told to her, that he was at that 
place, and she feared the sons of Moma for him, i.e. [might 
kill him.] But however, she passed from one solitude to 
another, until she reached the forest of Sliabh Bladhma 
[Slieve Bloom,] and she found the hunting booth [hut] and 
the boy asleep therein, and she afterwards lifted him and 
pressed him to her bosom, and she then pregnant [from her 
second husband,] and then she composed these quatrains 
caressing her son : 

" Sleep with gentle pleasant slumber, Ac."'* 

The woman afterwards bids farewell to the heroines, 
and asked them if they would take charge of him till he 



* The rest of this Lullaby is lost. Indeed it would appear from the 
shortness of the sentences, and the abrupt and flighty nature of the 
composition, that the whole story has been very much condensed, and 
in some places mutilated. 



A l^^t^ ^^ <^ coeisfn c^nmell f^TfiTiaf ociif fio ^^fmm 
l^ftttm^ ociif n^r PMC Wff ba ebon? i?a rf A^^bofclTf. Cc9|& 

tuitff}mm U 4^r ^Afi»A lATtrAii> p^n c*chei> n?Ac ^l^oft- 
l)iA ; CO mho^ fo CfiocsAib ACCQ. Jce a ihAiTiOA^A fi&e, 
'^pmh <>ci*r R«^b ociif Be5i?A ^^^)^eOA, ociif t^tole, 

f IU, ca i7&efii?A CAnfwtclj 6€, C0^fi> be too 5&if\ceA 4>eTiiii76 
^Aei be. B| po^Ufft A tAt5eu ^ij cai) ffU .1* lP|4w:cA|l 
ID AC Co^f^A «f [be- €>a [iaU b|o Fi^e^il | )^|b 5A|ble foftf 
ATj Aef c^AfibAf, ocuf ito m^ph ti|l| Acc 4>e|Tf?ije a Acijafi ; 
Id J full? Ac pyAC4|l rOAc Co6fjA \Ap ffi) |i?A r(5, A fef- 
c\T}t) itA|Ttboo|l. ?^ecc ATc fu b& hAijF^|T)b|5 ba beAf co 
tech pfAcU njic Cob^Af, foft fA|tA|ti *De|iuf)e, ocuf bo 
bi*fiAri bojb ^ J dcuf bo bajiA^c: leo a t^ef Ijfe |A|ie4fi7 cuf 

4)0 ctjttAlbfOII) Ia A|U Atjb A A^O^ft AflJAcb CO flfAcIf^ 

^1)a5 L]f& 30 A|io|b tout) Ai?n, copof p^ccAfb ^^ TijAC|iAfb 
65 oc [ttrS^ff) |fO|i i^Aicbe 10 bufi}e. t^icfiurrj conjlub tjo 
ccit)|irjl^|0 Kftiufufi?" T*}c iA|t TjA b&|tAcl> ocay bo b^ytAc; 
CJ»E:lj(iAftl?o \nn^ A^Ajb; C|C|C ATtjf a rfifAt) |tJ a A5A|b, 
Cfh c|i^c^ AcrjATjAC ufU 1TJ1JA A5Aib |:a beoi5, ocuf bo 
h(Vfiob-f4J»; teclj cliiicb** |:o^pA u]lf. C|A b^lD^ fjl F*>t*^j , 

• il/ rAcni. Tlie original IrJHh Is defeat! re here. The wordt obiiotiil] 
uinltt(Ml art! nutiplitid in brut^kcta. In FcU tiylu ChoRain, p- V2D, it Is 
itiiUni tliat Fltm In hia ilrst cJmse killed the /iriiWacAa (widgeon?), and 
Lcf clutch of two! vo young birds. 

• Vrtdta, i*e* CroLla, Clineb, now the Galtj moan tains in the south 
of the cciiiiity of Ttjjjierftry. 

• FMQuihhU, HOW Ftugilc, m the parish of Cloonatifit, north of 
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should be of heroic age ; and the son was afterwards reared 
by them till he was fit for hunting. 

The boy came forth alone on a certain day, and saw the 
[the pra^ lacha with her brood of] ducks upon the lake. 
He made a shot at them/ and cut off her feathers and 
wings, so that she died, and he afterwards took her to the 
hunting booth : and this was Finn's first chase. 

He afterwards went away with certain poets to flee from 
the sons of Morna ; and they had him [concealed] about 
Crotta.* These were their names, Futb and Kuth, and 
Eegna of Mad Feada, and Teimle, and Oilpe, and Kogein. 
Here he was seized with the scurvy, so that he became a 
carrach [scald,] and was thence called Deimne Mael. There 
was a plunderer in Leinster at this time, by name Fiacuil, 
son of Codhna. Fiacuil came into Fidh Gaibhle^ upon 
the poets, and killed them all except Deimne alone, 
who was afterwards with Fiacuil (in his house in a cold 
sheskin [marsh]. The two heroines came southwards 
to the house of Fiacuil, son of Codhna, in search of 
Deimne, and he was given to them ; and they took him from 
the south to the same place [where they had him previously]. 

He went forth one day alone [and never halted] till he 
reached Magh Life,* and on the green of a certain Dun [fort] 
there he saw youths hurling. He went to contend in agility 
or to hurl along with them. He came with them next day, 
and they sent the fourth of their number against him. He 
came again, and they sent the third of their number against 
him, and finally they went all against him, and he won one 
game from them all. What is thy name said they? 

Portarlington, in the King's County. This was the name of a famous 
wood in Leinster, in which St. Berchan, the Irish prophet, erected his 
church of Cloonsast, the ruins of which stiU remain. 

* Magh Liffe, i.e., the plain of the Liflfey ; a very level plain in the 
county of Kildare, through which the river Liflfey winds its course. 
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^, 0I fe, of c^i^rtPfAiiiAjf t)f bo, 0I ff^r ; ciifiAb 'Def rrjrje a 

ol fi^tc, ir ^ri?n> bo 4)eniT)e pjDb At^Uib f ii>, ol fdfe^rr^* 
Coi?fb be f|i> AbbefiCff |U i^ACyi^ib ^pit^ni Y]i}lh 

'CiCfum i*|t ^A b\|ftecb b|A f A^^jb, ocuf luib cuccu |ua 
clu^cbf fo ceficAC A lofi5A iTAiit At?Aen|:ecc* Jm^f^Aj^um 
fti|cfbf|urt}» ocaf c^AfCTtAjb ii^ftfef||i bfb, tu|b uA]rl;|b 
A pO|cbji|b Slebe BlAbrrjA* 

Cfc |A|mfn 1 cbfwb feeciijitiTje j^n riOj cuf ]u mbA^le 
c&bt)A, Jf AnTU|6 bACU|t fij iWACiiAf b fC f (jAri) |ro|if ID locb 
b( fujt frAfiTiAb. Stt^W^IST^ \^ mAcn^jb e|fiiiti| irrjcecljc 

b|TTjbAbA ffl|U, t|t)3|bnt) IT 11> I'^cb C«CA |Afl f||>, ocuf 

babjb 0OT)btifi b]b ]?otj locb, ocuf r^|c ^ fe|T> t^a Slf Ab BlAbTijA^ 
lA|i f f1>» ClA ]10 bi^fb ID ft)ACf1A|b, ol CAcb> lF}^^i ^^ H^^ * 
CO^Ab Af f ID pO IfiAUAb 'J^]m &' 

T^fCffurt) ^ecc Aijb cAi^SijAb BUbniA AmAcb, ocuf fijbA 
bAD|*§i>b|b ]ii?niA|lle ^r^tif ; coDACAfi AlnjA irt?bicfc|ft b A^Ajb 
Alkfb ircfiAit |t^ fl^be. 2t)oT3UAfi c^tA ofi jfjbAfeDcufuo. if\ 
t]c b]t?i; Afciib fjefcb bib pib acca|ijt|. T^|C bimfA, [ol'piiju] 
ocuf iticb^fb ponfio, ocuf AfCAfb b^ ija^ b^b, ocuf bef fifb 
leif b]A p|Am)boicb- t^o 5i>iri"i^ T^^S co^oSt^Acb bojb jAfi 
flU. 6(|i1^ buAjti ire re A* A 3^11 e, o|i da bADF^i^ebA Kl*|f, 
A|^ ACA^c n}\c 2^oftr}A jTOft A^cill bo rDAftbCA. 

1)o luybpfunj A Aei}A|i u.Ab|b co p|Acbcl-t>cbl-&it? [ocuf] oj* 

LuAcbAfm CUft ACCUlla A ATDfAjlje AC fl|5 BeDCflA]56 ADb 

X\i); v\ n6 floiDbfiri) |riD iDDAb r|D he, ACc c^da, d1 bu| 
ir 1^ ?»^ ri'J Flo^me * jpi?rAn7lA; Af ATbUy^ irbenc |f) tif 

1 Loch Lein, now the T#ak€f{ ni Kill urn ey in Kerry. 

s Luttehta^ i*e., Luadmir Deagliiiidh, n diatriut in the now caiuity of 
Kerry » containing the two I'ltp mountains, 

s Beantmujhey n d|Btnc!t ill Scftith Muuster, Tjelieved to have been co* 
eitentive iviili the harony of Bautry in the county of Cork. 
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Deimne replied he. The youths tell this to the owner of 
the dun [Jbrt.] " Do ye kill him if he cotties again, if ye 
ai^e able/' said he. We are not able to do aught unto him, 
replied they ; Deimne is hiB name. What is Ms appear- 
ance V' 6aid he. He ie a weU-shaped fair [^finn] youths 
replied they, Deimne shall be named Finn therefore, said 
he. And hence these young men used to call -him Finn, 

He came the next day to tliem, and joined them in theii" 
game, they attacked him all together, with their hurlets, bat 
he made at them and prostrated seven of them, and [then] 
made off from them into the forests of Sliabh Bladhma, 

He afterwards returned at the end of a week to the same 
fplace. What the youths were at [then] was swimming 
in the lake which was close by [the dun*] The youths 
challenged him to ewim with them. He plunged into the 
lake to them, and afterwards drowned nine of theiti in the 
lake, and then made to Sliabh Bladhma himself. Who 
drowned the youths ? enquired all. Finn, replied they [i*e^ 
the enrvivora]. And from this the name of Finn clung to 
him [among all who heard of this deed of drowning,] 

He came forth on one occasion out beyond Sliabh Bladh- 
ma, the two heroines being along with him, and they per- 
ceived a fleet herd of the wild deer of the forest of the moun- 
tain. Alas ; said the two old women, that we cannot detain 
one of these with us, I can, [eaid Finn] and he ran upon 
them, and catching two bucks of them, brings th^m with 
him to his hnntinir booth. After this he used to hunt for 
them constantly. Depart from us now, young man, 
said the female warriors to him, for the sons of Moma are 
watching to kill thee. 

He went away from them alone [and halted not,] till he 
reached Loch Lein^ and over Lnachair,\till he hired in 
military service, with the king of Bentraighe.^ He did 
not go hy any name here, but there was not at this time a 
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^\t\X: h]A |r4cb40 Cuti?uU tijAC, cX fe, ^n t>Afd^z fio bo 

li^ulcA njAC Guit7A|ll, OCUf ACA f 19 AC flf 2llbAr? f An7fATi?#- 

Celeb|iA]8f jm boi> pi lAjt f|i>, ocuf c^c uAibfb co Caiji- 

bri[5€ .1. CTA|tr4Ai56 1 m]u, ocur ^cu«ts i^ a ^1^5 nu 

A 13-AfDf Atoe. t^^c 1 17 HI lAftnrt) ac f|&cellAcc it> A|tA|ie Ic. 
Ceco|f5iUf fifj Uir ocuf b4?fi|b fecc clofcbf bf Af^ Aftofle. 
C|A ciffA? ol |u Hj. ^Ac A)cht5 ^ iuAi5!>|b "CenjitAcb, 
al ffe* %cc, o\ \n ni ; acc if cti |ij hjac TiOr^uc ^Quffii^e 

bo CumMli OCIlf t>A bf fUT)fJ l)t If r|A, nailUC niAflbcA|t fOfi 

n>ei>ecJrfA. tufb Af jAfi ffij co Cu|U^ub OCuatjac, co zbc 
tocA|i) |rU]c 5obAtjij : |tj5|p no CAenj Utff^*^ -'- C|tufrbfje 
A b^inm : ^bDA|3 f]be 5]i3ib borj Sl^l^' *t>o b&jtf a fi7|a- 
3]!} bu|c, ol |i7 5abAj ctu co T^ecA^i c(a cu* "pAfbif jo 117510 
leir |ij 5|IU |A|iCA|i7. <D^T)A rle3A bAiiji ol iv 5iUa jttf 
ID f)30b4TO» t>o 5Dj b|r) Locb^r? b] flets t>c, CeteAbftA|6 
bAi? bo locAO oc«r lti|b pe^ft^e- 21 tdjc, Afi tocAi>, i>a^ 
b^ll*3 ir ID rM5^ K^itf A n}-b] AT) TDuc b|AD* A^pin ID Beo ' 
ir rl r»^ FAffAl'^ Ti>eobOi>^)anjnij. Ocuf jf^eS cftA bo |t^lA 
box) 31 U A but ^o|t|- n) fl|3e i:o|t mb] ii> njtic, ?tbi?A|3 jij 
tDiicc cujce lAfi f(u. poceifibffrt? bt)A iqicufi b[ fU|3 
fU[HT»V CO ti^ Ittf^ cft|e.e, CO Tiu|* ^AftCAib cefj Apn}u}t}* 
'B^)\i\h-f]Mm btjA ceTjT; tja n^tiicce U(f boi> 3obA]rn5 a 
coibcbc A iDSl'ije. Jr be riO ^ca Sl|Ab TDttice a ?l)uri7Aji)o* 
*Do luib in 31 lU |io]rDe |A|t ftD 1 CoijDAccA]b, bVl^ft^lb 
C|i|TTjA|ll m]c 'C\\hv)m^\\i^ 2ifbA|l ]io buj ^o^ ^ r^b CQ 



* ji^iam, i.e,» Suotland. 

* Ciarraiffhe^ now Kerry. Tlitj territory so eaUed extenrled id ancit^iit 
times only from Trdlce to the Slmanon* Us more ancletit names wmild 
appear to liava be^n Cairbrigbie, or Corbraiglie, 

* Cuilkann O* g^Cuamch. This is the present name of CiiJJeD» in tlie 
county «f Tipperary, n^ar the bordors of the county of Limcriek. It 
originaily belonged to tlie territory of Coonagli, now a burony, in the 
Borth^eosfc of the county of Limerick* 
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hunter like him, and so the king said to Mm : if Cumhall had 
left any son, methinks thou art he, but we have not heard 
of Cumhall having left any son, but Tulcha Mac Cumhaill, 
but he is in military service with the king of Albain.* 

He afterwards bids farewell to the king, and goes away 
from him to Cairbrighe, at this day called Ciarraighe^ 
[Kerry], and he staid with this king in military service. 
The king came one day to play chess. He [Finn] played 
against him, and won seven games in succession. Who art 
thou ? said the king. The son of a peasant of the Luaighni 
of Teamhair, replied he ; Not so, said the king ; but thou 
art the son whom Muirenn [my present wife] brought 
forth for Cumhall; and do not be here any longer, that 
thou mayest not be killed while under my protection. After 
this he went to Cuilleann g-Cuanach^ to the house of 
Lochan, a chief smith : he had a very comely daughter, 
Cruithne by name ; she fell in love with the youth. I will 
give thee my daughter, said the smith, although I know 
not who thou art. The daughter then cohabited with the 
unknown youth. Make lances for me, said the youth, to 
the smith. Lochan then made two spears for him. He then 
bade farewell to Lochan, and went his way. My son, said 
Lochan, do not go on the passage on which the boar called 
Beo is usually [to be] seen ; it has devastated the [whole 
of] Middle Munster. But the youth happened to go on 
the very pass where the pig was. The pig afterwards rushed 
at him ! but he made a thrust of his spear at it, and drove 
it through it, so that he left it lifeless, and he brought the 
head of the pig with him to the smith as a dower for his 
daughter. From this is derived Sliabh muice^ in Munster. 

The youth then went into Connaught to look for [his uncle] 
Crimall, son of Trenmor. As he went on his way he heard 

* Sliabh Muice, i.e., the Pig's mountain, now Slieve Muck, situated 
between the town of Tipperary and the glen of Aherlow. 
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bA b^tiA ^oU ceclj fie |?«cc, ocuf b* fcfeic |;oIa |i> p^Acljc 



4|l 



e, CO njbA fc"i*Tt5 a bM. JfAc bel 56^15, a bet?, ol f^. 
2lcA 5€|cb|ji ocurr?, ol fj; iTjWi) rt)^c too TT|AttbA6 b'oei? 
lAec ]:o^3|iAT)b4t rt)6|i too piU eucun?* CfA Afr;ni too 
ri)[C, ol f6* Sloo^A A A^om, ol f|. Jf b^ ADA ^cb 
Ij-Oloi)n4 ocuf CocAft U-5I0DTJA pojt ^Aei)rpti|5, ocuf ff 
ai> b^l toeinsi rv> ^^^ ^'^b rp'B^l 'Oefti^f 6 f]j} file. Lu|b 
toj^ )^lT)to ]i)to&54jb |i> Ufcb, oca^ ffefiA|c comloi>i) ocuf 
too F»ir Uif d* jc dn>U|6 | njo ji^tu buy f |tj, ocuf cojtftbol^ 
PA f&to A] 31 .1. fcofto CunjujU. Jf bo top) too |iocbA|Tt aijo 

f |1J .1* Lt^^ 1UAC|1A* Jr ^ *^^^ 5^n> CuTTJull I CAcb Cuttcb*. 

C^lto 1 CoT;TjAccA|b |Afi f|T7, ocuf pA5eTb CfifnjAll |fjA 
I'eijdffi A i)-b|cblieib cA|lle Atjto, ocuf tojien? tooij fO|T?f&|t?D 
iDAjlle T]^]Tr ^^^T If 1*^ r!'> ^ 5^?1 T^'s^ *^- t^dcbAfd 
|ij cofi|tbol5 fi|i> bo ocur Acpec a fcfeU 5 cuf co beifie, 
ocuf ATTjA^l tio njAfib ^fifi 13A f^b. Ce|lebTxA|& pftjp bo 
C|i]n7AU, ocuf lufb )tO]rr)e b^osUin) 6fCf| co "pitji^fecer T*^ 
boj fop. Boji). NfH Un> unjojifio he\z}} a i>-6|iir)f> ceuA do 
CO tj-toecbA|b |ie T^jljbecCj A|i cajU tijac U][15t*^ut> ocuj- 
njAC ^oftDA-* 

Secbc fi?-bl|A8iM too 'piTj^feCff f*o|i Bofij oc ii|ii)A|5^ 
lAcb tlt;i>e pe|c; Aj^t bo biii a CA[|t|t 1)57 fie bo eo p&|c 
too conjAilcj ocuf cm t>j i)a AlOFjr T^IT* I^fvLin?. l^|i^cb |u 
Ti?-b|tAbAtj, octif tio b-efib^to too •Oejtijije un^ofqio ^t) b|iAb3kij 



I JfaennsAdjrAt Moinmoy, a territory lying round Lough Hea^Li in the 
pr^^ent county of Giilway j bat the iiituattona of Ath-Clonda, i. e, the 
ford of Glonda, and of Tochar-Gioudaf the causeway of Glojadaj aru now 
unknown by these names. 

» Ath'Beideir^f i.e., ford of Red mouth, not identified uuleia it be B&U 
lyderg, 

* 7*he Bointi, i.e. the ri^cr Ruyne in Meath. 

* Here ends folio 119 of the original MS* and on the upper margin of folio 
120t in tJie handwriting of the BCribo, ifl the following obflerTution t- — 
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the wail of one [solitary] woman. He went towards her, 
and viewed the woman : The first tear she shed was a tear 
of blood, and the other was a gush of blood, so that her 
mouth was red. '^ Thy mouth is red, woman I'' said he- 
I have cause for it, said she : my only son was killed by a 
huge ugly hero, who came to me. What is thy son's name ? 
said he. Glonda is his name, said she. From him Ath- 
Glonda and Tochar-Glonda in Maenmhagh* are called, and 
from this Belderg the name Ath-beldeirg^ remains ever since. 
Finn then went in pursuit of the hero, and they fought a 
combat, in which he fell by him [Finn.] The way he was 
situated was, he had the treasure bag with him, i.e., the 
[bag containing the] treasures of Cnmhall. The person 
who fell here was Liath Luachra, he who first wounded 
Cumhall in the battle of Cnucha. 

He now proceeds into Connaught, and finds Crimall, 
then an old man, in a desert there, and some of the old 
Fianns along with him, who were wont to chase for him. 
He gave him the Corrbholg, and told him the news from 
beginning to end : — how he had kiUed the possessor of the 
treasures. He bids farewell to Crimall, and goes forward 
to Fineces [who lived at the Boinn^] to learn poetry. He 
durst not remain in any part of Ireland until he took to 
learn poetry, from fear of the sons of Uirgrenn, and the sons 
of Moma."* 

Seven years Finn-eges remained at the Boinn [Boyne] 
watching the salmon of Linn-Feic,* for it had been prophe- 
sied that he would eat the [sacred] salmon of Fee, and 
that he^ would be ignorant of nothing afterwards ! He 
caught the salmon, and ordered [his pupil] Deimne to roast 

" H TI)U|tl| ir f AbA CO C|C 61DUI717 OX) COflJtje." 

O Mary [Virgin] it is long till Edmund comes from the meeting. 
This was Edmund Butler for whom the MS. was transcribed. 

* Linn FeiCy i. e. the pool of Fee, a deep pool in the River Boyne, near 
Ferta fer fecc, the ancient name of the village of Slane, on this river. 
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bo ^u|iie> ocuf ^fbepc An File iqi|f cei? uj boi> bfiAt^&i? bd 
cornAftc- t)d befic ii> jtU^ bo ^t) U|i&b&Tj fAft f|A piftie, 
lUAfi C0Tt)l|f V} tsoij bfiAblti), A 5iU*i ol Ti? Ff^^- HjcOi 
ol fi> 3fllA> Aoc fijo ofibti bo loifcef, ocuf bo fiAbaf jnj 
beolu ]antA|T5, Ci* h-A|t)iu f][ o[icf^, A 51 lU^ ol f6. 
4>eiit)tje, ol 1?) 5jlU. f]m bo A|Dm, ol f6, A SilU, ocuf 
If bU]C cucAb ]r} b^tAbAtj b|A coniA|lCj ocuf if t« ^tJ 'ptijb co 

Fill. 'Cojlljllb ]0 SjlU p) bflAb&TJ 1AflCA|!1. jf fH> CflA 

bo pAC to Fir *^ T^l*?*) 'I* ^D '^'^T? tK) befteb a OfibA|tJ |i?a 
beolu, ocuf r;ocAi> qtjA t^e|tjnjUe5A, ocwf |io F^lUn^^^ 

bo |AftAt17 11? T)f |tO b|b 'ijA AlfJFir* 

Ro F*>Sl*M"?rH*Ti? |U ^Tiefb be Tjertjq^iiif filyb ,i. T^efOtij 
Ue^A ocuf Jn?uf F^n Of i?A, ocuf t)|cebiil b|cetji;Aib* Jf 
Ai?b ffij bo |to|i3o )^|i>i) ]j) Ufg fi oc FTW>TT}^*5 A *!*^ri = 

Ce^ceiDAit) cAi^ jtee ! ^o f a||i Aijb cucl|€ I 
Cai;^]!: lu|i? U^b VA]Vt *>!* "j-beicTj Laijais aoij- 

3*tT*T^ ^^t t^r»iiAib b6Aij| If focei) fAiij fA||i, 
Fu|b(5 fn)^ fip, b]iuit)t?e ce|ib ca^U c|i<^ib, 
CeAnbufb fAn? fuA|U fiiuci?, f A|3ib 311 A|3 luAcb 1|09j 
LeAcAfb Fok fobA fHAicl^j F^^Fl^t*!*^ caijAcl) fAtji? VI^t), 
T^UAbAin bffsell fce|ll fi5it?e, |nj|iib |teib |t|AU |i|c!j 

HeADA, 
Cui|t|cbeA|i f aI fuAu, cuf5cbi|i bUt ^ij hjz* 
BeitAib * # * 



t Finn ia ihtf namt^ 1% appears that ouf hero had concealed from hX% 
niaflter Fian-Egis that he had been known bj the name of Finn, after he 
had drowned the nine boys in Magh-Liffe* Bat the poet finding that 
be had first tasted of the Balmon of Xinn Fek without intending it, 
B4W that tbti ancient prophecy was fulfilled in him, and that liis real 
name must be Finn. O'Fhiliertj Btates that ear hero assisted hie father- 
in-law Cormac son of Att, in oompilitjg codes of laws ; and the Life of 
St, Columkille compiled bj Manus O'Donnell, states that he possessed 
the gift of prophecy » ood Ibretald th43 birth and future greatneta of St* 
Coiumbklile. 
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it, and the poet told him not to eat of the salmon. The 
young man brought him the salmon after cooking it. 
Hast thou eaten any part of the salmon, young man ? 
said the poet. " No," replied the young man, but I burned 
my thumb, and put it into my mouth afterwards. What 
name is upon thee, youth ? said he. Deimne, replied the 
youth. ^' Finn is thy name,^ youth," said he, and it was 
to thee ihe salmon was [really] given, [in the prophecy] to 
be eaten [not to me], and thou art the Finn truly. The youth 
afterwards consumed the salmon, and it was from this the 
[preternatural] knowledge was given to Finn, i.e., when he 
used to put his thumb in his mouth, and not through Teinm 
Laegha [poetical incantation,] whatever he had been igno- 
rant of used to be revealed to him. 

He learned the three, compositions which signify the 
poets, namely the Teinm Laegha^^ the Immfor Osna, and 
the Dicedul dicermaib ; and it was then Finn composed 
this poem to prove his poetry : 

May-day3 delightful time ! how beautiful the color I^ 

The blackbirds sing their full lay, would that Laighaig 
were here 

The cuckoos^ sing in constant® strains, how welcome is 
the noble 

Brilliance of the seasons ever; on the margin of the 
branchy woods 

The summer suaill^ skim the stream, the swift horses 
seek the pool. 

The heath spreads out its long hair, the weak fair bog- 
down grows. 

Sudden consternation attacks the signs, the planets in 
their courses running exert an influence : 

The sea is lulled to rest, flowers cover the earth. 

2 Teinm Laegha, For a curious account of this poetical incantation as 
given in Cormac's glossary, the reader is referred to the " Battle ofMagh 
Rath,** printed for the Archaeological Society, p. 46. It is said that 
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St. Patrick abolished the Teinm Laegka and the /m6af /or Otna^ as being 
profane rites, and allowed the poets to use another called Dichedal do 
chendaibh, which was in itself not repugnant to Chrlstianit7, as requiring 
no offering to false gods or demons. 

s May-day, cecceiQAji), is glossed he\\zA]t)e hy O'Clerj. It signifies 
the beginning of summer. 

* Color, cucc, gl, bAc, color, gl cuiijijfe, gl. 5»J^» face, countenance, 
mien. 

* CAf, gl, cuACA, cuckoos. 

* Constant, cnuAb, gl. &|ai). 

7 Summer suaill, gl, the swallows. The words of this fhigment, which 
was considered to be the first composition of Finn, after having eaten the 
salmon of the Boyne, is yerj ancient and exceedingly obscure. The 
translation is only offered for the consideration of Irish scholars, for it 
is certain that the meaning of some of the lines are doubtful. The poem 
obyiously wants some lines at the end ; and Mr. Cleaver states, that the 
remaining portion of the manuscript is so defaced as to render it totally 
illegible. 
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AUen, 286. 

Almhuin, 286. hill of, 18, n. 
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302, n. . 

Antrim, 4, n. 
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Apparitions, 24, «. 

Armagh, 23, »., 63 n. 
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Ath Beldeirg, 300, n. 

Ath-GIonda, its present name, 

300, n. 
Athlone, 290, n, 

B. 

Ballinaskellig bay, 22, n. 

Ballybunion, 17, n., 73, n., 80, n. 

Ballyderg 300, n. 

Ballyshannon, 15, n. 

Ballyvourney, 1^, n. 

Bania, 4, n. 
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Bansha, 16, n., 29, n. 

Bantry, 29 n. 
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18, n. 
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Beantraighe, 296, n. 
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Beinn Bothair, 21, n. 
Benignus, 200, n. 
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20 



iBoinn (the Boyne), 300, 300, n., 

301. 
Boroimhe, Brian, 71, ». 
Bothar, peak of, 20,21. 
Bolus head, 22. n. 
Boyne, river, 235, n., 286, 300, n,, 

301, n. 
Brandon bay, 18, n. 
Bregia, 284. 
Breifne, 65, n. 
Butler, Edmund, 283. 

C. 

Cairbre, land ofi 30, n. 
Cairbrighe, 298, n. 
Caiseal (Cashel), 201, n. 
Cambrensis Eversus, quoted, 3, n. 
Cape Clear, 138, n. 
Carbury, barony of, 14, n, 
Carolan the poet, 136, n. 
Carrick-on-Suir, 50, n, 284. 
Carrigeen, 50, 51, 51, n. 
Cas, Cormac, 286. 
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Castleknock, 288, n, 
Cavan, 288, n. 
Ceis-Chorainn, 21, n. 
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Ciarraighe (Kerry), 298, n. 
Ciarruighe Luachra, 22, n. 
Gill Easbuig Broin, 18, n. 
Cill Stuifin, 231. 
Clan William, barony of, 16, «. 
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16, n. 

Claire, battle of, 30, n. 
Clane, barony of, 70, n. 
Clare, 51, n., 140, n., 230. 
Cleaver, Rev. E. D., 283. 
Clonmacnoise, annals of, quoted, 

288, n. 
Clonmel, 16, «., 50, n. 
Cloonsast, parish of, 294, n. 
Cnoc-an-air, 16* 17, where situated, 

17, n. 
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Derrycarn, 28, 2^, S2. «,, 9ong^ihe J 


^^^^^V Cnoc-an-Scail, Id, n. 


blackbird of, 30» 3I,» where «ttt- ^H 


^^^^^V Cna, 


ated, 28, ru H 


^^^^H CuDCbii, battle of, 28B, 238, n. , 28d. 


Desmond, the great Earl of, 232, ^1 


^^^^H Cobhtbach Cool Breach, 30, n. 


^^,234, H 


^^^^H C^mrn, MichacU 230, 


Dinn Senchua, quoted, ^% «. ^H 


^^^^^ft Conall Gulban. 20, n 


Dodder, n^er, 216, n, ^H 


^^^^^B Con nail , CO u 11 try of, 1 S» n. 


Do ire an Clmij^n^ 31, r»« ^H 


^^^^^H Conti of tbe hundred bfitll^, 7 1 « k -. 


Domhnach Chraira Dhuibh, 31, m. ^M 


^^^^B 


Doiii^gaU 15, li,, 30, ru ^M 


^^^^^H Conan Mmh ID» »., &n6cdota q£ 


Dord FhiaoD, 4, 5„ 68, 09, 76. «., ■ 


^^^^m 


217,11. Its use, 2, n, H 


^^^^^M ConnmghU 30, n.* 286. 


Down, 16, It. ^M 


^^^^^H C^n n i^lt Li n , F rofeaso r, f^tiotMi 1 3, n . 


Downpfttrick, ancient name of, r4,ii* ^M 


^^^^^^H Oook^^^rmnmc, 232. 


battle of, 14, M. ^M 


^^^^^^H Co fit nil, ^ here ^ t u ated, 2 1 , n. 


Dromatiaire, biirony of, I7» ^* ^| 


^^^^^^H Corcjiiruiny, bnranj of, ^, n* 


Droni Dearg, 1 4, 15. itfe finci^nt ^M 


^^^^H C^orcd.oleire, 284, 268, 239. 


naire, 14, a* ^H 


^^^^^B Com.te Mac Airt, 1T3| n. 


DruitiiLi8,(nowDnimlea9^), where ^| 


^^^^^H €onn:tirh, territory of, 2 OS, n. 


situatiQd, It, n, ^H 


^^^^H Cork. 29, »., 50, fi., 138, »., 232, 


Drnim-reXcir, otter of, 30| 31, ^M 


^^^^H 


Draiin Imuoclit, 284, ^M 


^^^^^H Corrbhol t:, 300, dO 1 , its U£e, 280, n. » 


Drumditr, ancient naoae of, 14, n, ^H 


^^^^H 2BB, 2H9. 


Drnmlish, 16, 17^ H 


^^^^^H CoAh bridge, barony of, 24, n. 


Drum Lease, ^ee Driiim Lis. ^^^H 


^^^^^H Cosbniore, bnrony of, 24, n. 


Dublin, 140, n„ 216, n. ^^H 


^^^^^1 Craimagrh, 283, 


Ducks, 28. 29^ ^^^H 


^^^^^^H Croid, vnQ of tbe idols of the pagan 


Dumhaub, 23K ^^M 


^^^^H 


Dan Cearrana, ita prfegent nam^, ^H 


^^^^^H €rom Crujieht 3U n., 65, n. 


284. ■ 


^^^^^H Crom Dubb, ai, 


DtiDilaJethghlas, 14, a. ^M 


^^^^^H Cromteac, where found, 4, n. 


Dtindrum, bay of, 16, n. ^H 


^^^^H Crotm Cliaeh, 204, f>. 


DungarTao, IG, n.» 232, ^H 


^^^^^H CruJielian Chruim, grouse of, ^j 


Dun g-Grot, fort and castle of, 16jit, ^1 


^^^^^H 3 1 , wliere sieuatedi 30^ n. 


Dunne, John, 2(7> rt. ^H 


^^^^^^H Cuckoo, 28, n., aocieot Irish name 


Duooro, where situated, 137, a, ^H 


^^^^H 


Dwyer, 29, n. ^^^M 


^^^^^H Cuileontuiiu 288, 289. Where si- 


^^^^H 


^^^^H tuaied, 28B, it. 


^^^^H 


^^^^^H Cuiilean O'g-Cuatiacb, 29S> n. 


^^H 


^^^H CaUeo, 293, n. 


^^^^^H 




Eiamhum, 18, 19. ^^^H 




Ea^ Aedba Ruaidh, 15, ii, ^^^H 


^^^^^^^H 


Eas Ruaidh, 14, IB. ^^H 


^^^^^^^^^^^^1 


Erne, river, 15, ti. ^^^^| 


^^^^B Daire Denrg, m>, n., 288, 280. 
^^^^H Duir Inh, fiale of oaks), 24, n. 


Errts, where aituaCed, 17, n. ^^^H 


^^^^H 


^^^^^m BalkQ, (pillar fitone)i 217, n. 


' n^^^^l 


^^^^^H Dal Cas, the O'Briens, ^m. 


* ^^^^^^^M 


^^^^^H Dearg son of Fiouu^ adTentures 


Fail, Flans of, 50, 51 , ^H 


^^^^^H 


Faoidh , meani ng of t he term , 1 4, « , ^M 


^^^^^H Deece, 


Fee, pool of, 301, n. ^M 


^^^^^H Doers, their skeletons, where depoi- 


Fenian hounds, their names, 202» ^H 


^^^^H 


203, signification of. 2 .1. n ^M 


^^^^H Beise, Teamracbp Tit "o a tribe 


Fee^ile, its ancient name, 204, n, ^^^H 


^^^^^H name, 7U 


f'enian ^me^^ 4, n. ^^^H 
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Fera cul, 284. 
Fermanagh, 2^, s., 30, ^* 
Fiachadh, Suighdhe, 71* n. 
Fians, their chieftainry, 288, 289. 
Fidh Gaibhle, 42, n., 294, n. 
Finland, king of, 4, n. 
Finn-eges, 300, 301, 302, n. 
Finn's first poem, 802, 303. His 

pedigree, 285. 
Finnmhagh, where situated, 290, n. 
FiodhChuillinn,(Feighcullen,)7l,«. 
Firbolgs, 286, 290, n. 
Fochaoi, 22, 22, n.. ^3. 
Formaoil, 18, 19, 22, 22, »., 28. 
Formaollna-bh-F|aD, where ^itn^- 

ted, 18, n. 
Fothartas, 287. 
Four Masters, quoted, 16, »., I7i n.» 

24, »., 8Q, ft., 31,n. 



Gaelic Society, transactions of, 

quoted, 32, n. 
Galty mountains, 294, n. 
Galway, 14, 15, 16, n., 234, n.. 

300, ». 
Garristown, 234, n. 
Garryricken, 217, ». 
Gleann-na«g«Caor, st^ of, 28, 29, 

29, ». 
Qleann Damhain, 24, n. 
Gleann-da-dhaimh, 24, 24, u.» 24. 
Gleann-da-Mhail, lowing of the calf 

of, 16, 17. 
Gleann-na-m-buadh, whistle of the 

eagle of, 30,31. 
Gleann-na-Sgail, 4, 4, »., 5. 
Glenasmoil, 216, n. 
Qlen of the two oxen, 24, n. 
Glen Bath, 4, 5. 
Gleoir, the redhanded, 292, 293. 
Glonda, the ford of, 300, n. 
Gilla-Brighde Mac Conmhidhe, 

chief poet of Ulster, 15, n. 
Grenane, 18, n. 
Grianan, its meaning, 168, n. 
Griffin, Martin, 140. n. 



Hares, 28, 29. 
Hawks, 30, n. 
^ore, HeibdFt F., 285. 



Hor8es,how brought tp Ireland 85,n 
Howth, hill of, 84, n. 
Hui Tairsigb, 2^8, 289. 



I. 

Ibh-rathach, 22, n. 

Idol WQrship,'(jl5, n. 

Ikeathy, 70, n, 

Inbhear, Geiqi^tl;, 8^, m. 

Inphiquin, ^2, l^keof, 5p, 51|51.«. 

Inis Fail, 164, n. 

lorrus, ^oream of %h^ s^AguUs of, 

16,17. 
Irish dvuifis, 6^, n, 
Irish proverb?, 79, ». 
Irish names, tbpir identity, 184, n. 
Irish families to whom tbe prefix 

" Maor belopgs, |9, n. 
Iverk, barony of, S383, 
Ivy leaves, tfieir groat pi?e, 216, ». 



K. 

Keash, 21, n, 

Kells, 21. n.,28,n. 

Kelly, the late Rev. M., D.D., 

3, n. 
Kerry, 4, »., 17, n., 18, n., 22, »., 

23, »., 50, n., 80, n., 138. n., 

200, n., 2S5, n., 291, »., 21^, n., 

296, ». 
Kilbenny, 232. 
Kildare, 18, n.,49,n.,70,n.,217, »., 

286, 295, ». 
Kilkenny, 4, 50, n., 51, n , 70, n., 

217. n., 283. 
Killarney, 235, ». Ancient; name 

of the lakes of, 200, n. 
Killarory. parish of, 16, n. 
Kilrush, 140, n. 
Kilnaboy, 51, n. 

King's County, 286, 292, n., 295, n. 
Kinsale, old head, of, 284. 
Knockaoar, 73, n. 



L. 

Laithreach Brain, 70, n. 

Lake of the three Gaols, 28, 29. 

Where situated, 28, n. 
Lamhraighe, 292, n. 



^ ^^f m ^^^^1 


^^^H^ LMmK SdK 


Magli mm, 290, a. ^^H 


^^^^^B LaraghbriDc, 70, n. 


M^b Laigbean, Jl^n^ 


^^^^^M Lenbhar GabhiO^ quotfd, 29. ji. 


Magb Life,it§ present name, 205, w,. 


^^^^^^1 LciLbhar ita g-Cmrt, quoted, 5, n. 


drowning of nine youtbs io^ 302^ 


^^^^^^H I^Ac- ATI' Seal 1, i, n. 


302, n.,iM)3. 


^^^^^^H LeacKt-nnSciiil, 4, n. 


Mafrh-Maoiiii IS, n., bellowing of ^^ 


^^^^H Le&hy, Mr. William. 32, n. 


tbeoxof, le* 17^ ^H 


^^^^H Leath Ard, 72. 73, 73, ». 


Magh Slcacht, 3!, »,, 65, n, ^^^M 


^^^^^^B Le}f|^-iia*bh-Fiaii. 16, 17, IS, n. 


Maon. plaiti of, 16, n. ^^^^H 


^^^^^^m Leitnni, 17, n.,SQ,fi. 


Maonmha^b^ 16. n/ ^^^^H 


^^^^H Leimter, lB,n., 70, n., ^5, 2SB, 


Mayticjoth, 71 » ». ^^^^H 


^^^^H 287, 205, A. AnceBUHra of tlie 


Mayo, 17, ?i^ ^^1 


^^^^H kln@r» of, 2B4. 


Meath, 28, n . 32. a,, 72, «-, 136^ «,, ^M 


^^^^H Letter I^e. 4, 4, n., 5. Blackbird 


235, »., 2t»6, 288, n., 300, ». ^H 


^^^H 


Meilghe, lake of, 30, ft. ^H 


^^^^^^B Linrfl, held m contetDpt by the 


Miol muighe, (the hare), 4, n. ^H 


^^^^^^H Iml] poasantTj, 213, it. 


Mitchelstown. 232. ^H 


^^^^^^H LiflTey, plain of, 293, n. 


Modlichorb. 30. n. ^H 


^^^^H Liracriek, 73, n., 2B4,, 298, n. 


Modt^Hgo, 72, a., parislx of, 17, »• ^H 


^^^^H Linn Fcic, 300, 301, 301, n. 


Molana, 24, n,^ 25, n. ^^^H 


^^^^^^M Lie more?, book of, 267» 288, n. 


Molbbtbach, I^fcilgbe, 30, n. ^^^H 


^^^^H LocU Lem, 200, n. 201, rr. 


Moore, quotod, 286, ^^^H 


^^^^^H LocU Mcilgho, 29, 2^1 ororfiowing 


Moore, the Hon. Air. 24, m ^^^H 


^^^^B 


Mount Grud, 16, n, ^^^H 


^^^^^^1 Lodan, Mac Lir, B5, n. 


Mount Uoiacke, 16, r, ^^^H 


^^^^^H Lougb Erne, 28, 29 The iluckg 


Mountain Castle, 17, n. ^^^H 


^^^^H of/ie,29. Where situated, 29. ». 


Mayt-llj, 286, ^^^1 


^^^F Lough GUI, 17, n. 


Muirenn, her pregoaocy, 202. 203. ^H 


^^■_^ Lough Gut, 232, 


Muireanot a general name for wo- ^H 


^^^^^^K Loughrea, 16» «i. 


men among the ancient Irish, ^M 


^^^^^^1 Lough Ecagh, 300, n. 


292, n. ■ 


^^^^^H Lunchair DhcagKaidh 22^ 22, n,, 23. 


Murtfiter, 286, 296* n< King of, ^| 


^^^^^H where eituatcd, 226, n. 


2(i0, i(. H 


^^^^^^1 Lualf^lml, tbeir history, 28=8, n. 


Musical Instrumenta peculiar to ^H 


^^^^^H Luaghni Tcamhra<;h, ^4, 


tlie Ancient Iriah, 2, n. ^H 


^^^^^^H LuTuhan, meaoiog qf the term. 


^^M 


^^^^H 


^1 




Naaa, 48, 49, 49, a., 70, n. ^| 


^^^^^^B 


Newhall, 3],n, ^M 


^^^^^H Mac Adaoi, HobeH, 216, n. 


New Boss, 50, n., ancient name of, ^H 


^^^^^^H Mao Airt, Cormuc, W6, 


280. ^H 


^^^^^M Mae CumhaiH, Fiona, 284, 


NIall of the Nine Hostages, 15. n, ^M 


^^^^^^H Mao Conmaiti, 1&, n. 


^^^^^1 


^^^^^^H Mac Faolain, 


'^^^H 


^^^^^H Macroon), ]85, n. 


O'Brain, fO'Byrne,) 71, ». ^^^H 


^^^^^H Mac Lughaclnwhy so called, 206, a. 


O'Breasairs country, 232, ^^^H 


^^^^^H Mac Firbis, Duald, quoted, 29, r., 


O Brieu 9, 5 1 , » . ^^^^1 


^^^^m 


O'Cearbhaiira (O^Carroira), 200, n. ^M 


^^^^^H Mac Murrougb'B reipi, 76, n. 


O'Connor, 231. ^M 


^^^^^^H Mac Honaiu, Caoilte^ How oecu* 


0' Connor, Dr , Charles , quot^ed 30, n. ^H 


^^^^H pled, 20, n., Mfi agiUtj, 285^ 


O'Clery, John Boy, 283, 304, a. ^M 


^^^^H Mac-au-Lotn, 42, 42, it., 43. 46, 47, 


O'Connor, Hugb Mae Felim, 14, ir, ^H 


^^^^^H Maenmliaigb, its preaent uame, 


O'CrL^gan, 19tJ, «. H 


^^^^H 


"Daly, Carrol I , anecdotes of, 64, a . , ^M 


^^^^H Magh Fdmhe^n, 4, n. 


65, n, H 
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O'Donchadhas, 200. n. 

O^Donnell, Manus, 302, n. 

O'Donohoe, M.P., The, his descent, 
200, n. 

O'Donovan, Dr., 81, n-, 76, n. 

O'Duibhoe, Diarmuid, his 6a// 
searCf or beauty spot, 20, n. 

O'Dunnes, how they got their mot- 
to. 292, n. 

O'Flaherty, quoted, 4, n., 31, n. 

Ogle, George, 50, n, 

O'Grady, 82, n., 140, n. 

O'Herlihy, 185, n. 

Oisin, legend of, 233. 

O'Keeflfe, Mr. James, I7i n. 

0*Kelly, William Boy, his hospi- 
tality to bards, 90, n. 

OXeihin's country, 232. 

Omens, belief in, by the ancient 
Irish, 170, n. 

O'Neill, Brian, 14, n. 

O'Quin, family of, 51, n. 

Ormonde, 283, 284. 

Oscur, great call of, 16, 17. 

Ossory, Upper, barony of, 18, n. 

Ossorians, expert chess-players, 
57, n. 

Otter, remarkable instance of the 
voracity of, 29, n. 

Otters, 28, 19. 

Oughteranny, 70, n. 

P. 

Pagan worship, 65, n. 
Palliser, William, estates of, 18, n. 
Pap mountains, 296, n. 
Petrie, Dr., quoted, 164, n. 
Piltown, 283. 
Pinkerton, quoted, 286. 
Portarlington, 294, it. 
Pottlesrath, 283. 

Q. 
Queen»8 County, 18, n., 292, x. 

R. 

Bathcroghan, 30, n. 

Raymcmd le Gros, his place of inter- 
ment, 25, ft. 

Reading, Thomas, 18, n. 

Remarkable headstone for rebels, 
165, n. 

Ridge by the stream, 30, 31. 



Rinn-rathach, 22, 22, n., 2.3. 

Riofog, English name of, 21, n. 

River Erne, n. 

Roscommon, 21, »., 30, n., 290, n. 

Round Towers, 14 n. 

Rower, 50, 50, n., 51. 

Ruan, 230. 

21. n. 
Rudhraidghe, son of Partholan, 

where drowned, 16, n. 
Rughraidhe, wave of, 16, 16,n., 17. 

S. 

Salmon of Fee, 300, 301. 
Salmon Leap, 15, n. 
Salt, barony of, 70, it. 
Seasgnan, (now Siievegoe), parish 

of, 16, n. 
Seal Balbh, (the Stammerer), 4, it. 

His monument, 4, n. 
Scotland, 164, n. 
Shannon, river, 298, n. 
Sheahan, Daniel, 73, n. 
Sheep, slaughter of,by an otter,30,n. 
Sidh, Fionn's sister, her fleetness of 

foot 285. 
Skreen, hill of, 234, it. 
Slane, ancient name of, 301, n. 
Sliabh Bladhma, 292, 292, n., 293. 
Sliabh g-Crot, 16, n. Chace of, 16, 

17. 
Sliabh Cua, 16, n., 17, n. Fawns 

of 16, 17. 
Sliabh g-Conaill, from whom called, 

30, n. The hawks of, 28, 29. 
Sliabh Cuilinn, 22, 23. 
Sliabh Guillinn, 23, it., 63, n. 
Sliabh Luachra, 22, it., 50, 50, n., 

51, 291, n. 
Sliabh Mis, (now Slieve Mish), 

where situated, 17, n. Murmur 

of the streams of, 16, 17. 
Sliabh Muice (the Pig's Mountain), 

299. n. 
Sliabh-na-m-ban 5, n., 50, 50^ n., 

51. Fenian, traditions of, 217, n. 
Slieve Bloom, 292, n. 
Slieve Muck, where situated, 299, n. 
Sligo, 18, n. 
Smith, quoted, 25, n. 
Smerwick, 138, it. 
Specimen of an ancient Irish Lul- 
laby, 292. 293. 
Stone of destiny, 130, n. 
Stone-throwing, antiquity of, 64, n. 
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Strongbow, 25, n, 

8. Barnabas, 283. 

St. Berchan, 295, n. 

St ColumbkiU quoted, 90^, n. 

St. Gobnait, chur^k of, \S^t ». 

St. Molanfaidh, 25, ». 

St. Patrick, 31, n., 81, n„ 201, a., 

203. n., 216, «., 287, 304, ». 
Snir (tbe river), 4, 4, n., 5, 30, ». 
Surnames, 71* n 
SwaUows, 26. 27 

T. 
Tara, 234. n. Druid of, 65, n. 

Hill of, lti4, n. 
Teamhair Luachra, where situaMi 

291, n. 
Thomond, Marquis of, 51, n. 
Thrush, 4, 4, n., 5. 
Tipperary, 5, «., 16, n., 29, »., 

50, n., 294, n., 298, n., 299, ». 
Tir Chonaill, (Tir Connell), 15, n. 
Tobar Glonda, 300, n. 
Todd, Rev. Dr.. 283. 
Traigh Rudhraighe, 16, n. 
Tralee. 298, »., harbour of, 23, a. 
Troughanackmy, barony of, )7» n. 
Tuathal Teacbtmh^, 4, n. 



U. 
Ui Faelain, 70, n. 
Ui Failghe, 284. 
Ui Fidhgeinte, 284. 
Ui Tairsigh, 284. 
Ulster Jourqal, quoted, 76^ «. 
Ulster fareilies, their descent, 196,n. 
UmhaU, 31, n. 

W. 

Walsh mountains, 50, n. 

Walsh, the late f^dward, quoted, 

5. n. 
Waterford, 16, n , 24, »., 72, n., 

164, n. 
Westminster Abbey, 164, 1. 
Wexford, 50, », 280. 
Wheeler, Mrs. Judith, 18, n. 
Wheeler, Oliver, 18, n. 
Whelan, Rev. Jolip, P, P,. 72, n. 
Wicklow, 71,n. 
Williams, W., 232. 
Windele. quoted, 202, n. 
Wolyes, 22, 23. 



V. 



Youghal, 25, n. 
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Alexandria, Egypt. 
Fraaki, Rer. James S.. Reeni, 

Rathkeale. 
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Fraaer, Rev, D„ Manse of Fearn 

by Tain, Scotland. 
Frost, John, Esq., Solicitor, Enniv, 

G, 

Gahbettp Lient.*Colonel, Ma^draf 

Artillery, India, 
Gabbett, Rev, Robt., M.A», Glebe, 

Foynes, Co. Limerick. 
Gauge, — , Esq., Museum of Irish 

Industry, Dublin. 
Geoghegan, J. C, Esq., Surveyor- 
General of Exci se, Lon don, E unis. 
Geoghegan, Henry, Eaq,, M,A,, 

C»E.> Calcutta. 
Gibson, John, Esq*, Kilrueh, Co. 

Clare. 
GilUgan, ReT. P. J„ C.C, 61, 

Jameses ^street, Dublin. 
Glennon, T, P., Esq., Coventry. 
Goff, Michael, Esq., i, Barker^t.^ 

Waterford, 
Good, Rev. John, C.C., Gal way. 
Goodman, Rev, James, A,B,, Ard- 

groom, Castletown, Berehaven, 
GrareB, Re?. Chas., D.D.,F*T.C.D.j 

M.R.LA., Dublin. 
Graves, Rev. Jas., A,B., Kilkenny. 
Grealy, Rev. Thos,, P*P,, Kiltho^ 

mas, Diocese of Kjlmacduagh. 
Greaven, AnUiony, Esq., Grand 

Parade, Cork* 
Green, Thomas, Eiqi, Ennis. 
Griffin, Mr. Martin, KUrush. 

H. 

Hill, Lord George Augusta, Ram el- 
ton, Co, DouDgah 
Haekett, Wm.. Esq., Midleton* 
Hallinan, Mr. John, IJallinakilheg, 

Caatlemahon. 
Hammond, Thos., Esq.^ Drogheda. 
Hanley^ Joseph, Eaq., Barrister, 

25, Lr. Gardiner-street, Dublin, 
Hanlej, Wm. Francis, Esq,, M.D*, 

Holy cross, Thuries. 
Hanna, J. W., E$q,, Saul- street, 

Down Patrick. 
Harold, Charles, Esq., Curafaf 

Crookstown, Co» Cork. 
Harpur, Geo., Esq., Sheep House, 

Drogiieda. 
Hartigan, Patrick, Esq., ClooiiagU, 

Rathkeale, Co, Limerick. 
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tlart, JattiM Chftrlps, »q.^ B,A., 

Clifden. Connaiuara* 
Hurttiey, Her* Murtough, P.P*, 

Corofln, Co. Clnre. 
llflvertj% Prttnck M., Eaq., 112, 

Fiilton*street, New York. 
Haver ty, M*^ Eiq*, Aske«ton, 
Hflwkes, Z„ Eaq.,Moneens,Baudori* 
Hayes, Cornelius, Eaq , lUthkeale, 
Hayea. Edward, Esq., Melbouroe, 

Ausirat]a„ 
HayeH, Mr. Nieholai, Cahir-Guil- 

lamore, Brufl*. 
Hay man, Rev. Samuel, A.B,, Nel- 
son Flac«» Youshal, 
Healy, William, Esq,, Captkbar. 
llegsmy, Jeremiiih, Esq., 2, St. 

David-street, CardiC 
Henef^tan, D., Esq., Bantry, 
Henneasy, Maurice, W., Esq., Al- 
bert lioad, Kingatown. 
Heater, liev. Bartliolomew, P,r., 

ArJcame, Boyle* 
Hewhtj Thomaft, Eaq., Barrister, 

Cork, 
HickC'y, Rev, James, C.C, Church 

of St. Nlciiolae, Franc is- street, 

Dublin. 
Hickey, Cornelius, Esq*, Abbey- 

vicift', Hathkeale, 
Hiekey, Wm* R-, Esq., Sarveying 

General Examiuer of Exeise, So* 

merset HouBei Iiondon, 
Hill, Rev. Thomas, C.C., Coore- 

elate, EuDis, Co. Clare. 
Htxlges, Smith, and Co,, Messrs », 

104, GraftoQ^slreet, Dublin , 
Hodges, Johu, Esq., M. IX, Belfast. 
Hodnett, Jeremiah, Esq*, Solicitor 

and ToTvn Clerk, Youghal» 
Hooper, Charles 1\, Esq., A.M., 

28, Mary street, Dublin, 
(lore, Herbert F., Esq., Pote»Hore, 

WeKford, 
Humphries, Tbomas, Esq,, Eilma^ 

coiff, Waterford. 
Hynes, Patrick, Esq., 83, Fonte- 

noy-street, Liverpool, 



I. 

Incbiquin, The Lady, Dromohind, 

N e w m ar k e t-o Q - Fe rgus . 
Incliiqnln,'nie Et. Hon, Lord, Dm. 

moland, Newmarket-on-Fergus. 



Irwin, Rev, Wni., C.C. Af^lrofioli- 

tan Church, Marlbotoujilistfyct, 
Dabliit. 



Joly, J, R., E9q,,LL.D„ Burriater, 
38, KathniiDes Mall, Dublin. 

Jordan, Mr. Patrick, 32, Wanloar- 
&trei?t, Oxford -street London, 

Jottrand, Mods., Rue Roy ale, Ex- 
tenure, Bruxelles, 

K. 

Keane, The Right Rev. Wm,* D.D^ 

Bishop of Cloyne, Fermny, 
Rildare, The Most Noble tlie Mar- 
quis of, Carfcoa, Mayuooth, 
Kavdnagb, Miss Julia, 21, Glou. 

ce^ler-st,, Queen*g.sq,, London, 
Kavaaaghi James, Esq., S^ranlin- 

bar, Co, Cavaa* 
Kane, Tliot,, Esq., M,D., Limerick, 
Keane, Rev, — , CC, St, Ligouri*a, 

Giieat Ham iltmi street, Glasgow, 
Eean, Francis N,, Esq., Hermlli^ge, 

Ennia. 
Kearney, Matthew* Esq,, Catholic 

University, Dublin* 
Keating, M. J., Esq,, Butter Ex* 

change, Cork. 
Keegaa, Francis Mich!,, Esq», ^, 

Crown-st., Soho-sq., London. 
Keightley, Thomas, Esq., Fairfiuc 

Uous?, Chiswick. 
Kieraey, Michael, Esq,, The Mills, 

Kilmactbomas, Co. Waterford. 
Kelly, Deois Henry, Eftq*» D.L,, 

J. P„ M,R. LA,, CaatlekcU/, 

Mount Talbot, 
Kelly, Rev. Tbomas, P.P., Tonha, 

and Tonaharua, Lisdoonrarna, 

Co. Clare. 
Kelly, Hugh, Eeq,, T,C.^ Great 

Brunswick-BtrcJiit, Dublin, 
Kelly, Wm. B„ Esq., 8, Grafton- 

street, Dublin, 
Kelly, John W., Esq., C.E., Ennis. 
Kelly, Stephen, Esq,, Gal way. 
Kelly, Thos. Esq., Wilkiastown, 

Navan, 
Kenedy, Patrick, Esq., 6, Anglesea- 

Htfeet, Dublin. 
Kenedy, William^ Esq., L N, S., 

Rathkeale, 
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Keanifeck, Rev. Maurice, P.P., 
Bathcormack, Co. Cork. 

Kenny, James C. F., Esq., A.B„ 
J.P., M.R.I.A., Barrister, KiU 
dogher, Monivea, Co. Galway, 
and 2, Merrion-sq., S., Dublin. 

Eerin, Michael, Esq., Church-st., 
Ennis. 

Kilroy, Andrew, Esq., 24, Temple- 
bar, and Angiesea-8t., T)ublin. 

King's Inns, The Hon. Society of, 
Dublin. 

Kirwan, John Stratford, Esq., 
Moyne, Dangan, Ca Galway. 

Kirwan, Patrick, Esq., Graigavalla, 
Carrick-on-Suir. 

Knox, J. B., Esq., Proprietor of 
the Clare Journal, Ennis. 



Leahy, The Most Rev. Patrick, 

D.D., Archbishop of Cashel and 

Emly, Thurles. 
Lamb, Rev. Patrick, P.P., New- 

townhamilton, Co. Armagh. 
Lanphier, Somerville, Esq., 61, 

George*s-8treet,?Cork. 
Lane, Rev. M., P.P., Donough- 

more, Coachford, Co. Cork. 
Langan, Patrick,^ Esq., Battrams- 

town, Duleek. 
Lawler, James, Esq., 17, Water- 
street, Liverpool. 
Lawler, Patrick, Esq., Liverpool. 
Leader, Rev. T., C.C, Youghal. 
Leahy, Rev. Patrick, C.C, Church 

of St. Nicholas, Francis-street. 

Dublin. 
Leech, G. Wm., Esq., Rathkeale 

Abbey, Rathkeale. 
Lemane, James, Esq., Irish Reve- 
nue Department, Custom House, 

Dublin. 
Lewis, H., Esq., Literary Sale 

Rooms, 3i, Anglesea^st., Dublin. 
Littledale, Rev. Richard Frederick, 

A.B., T.C.D., 10, Crown-street, 

Soho, London. 
Logic, Daniel W., Esq., Portland 

Terrace, Park Road, Oldford 

Bow, London. 
Lynch, Mr. Patrick, Knock Firenn, 

Ballingarry, Co. Limerick. 



Lyons, Michael, Esq., Rathkeale. 
Lysaght, Michael, Esq., Ennis. 



M. 

Manchester, His Grace the Duke 

of, Tanderagee Castle, County 

of Antrim. 
Mac Adam, Robert, Esq,, 18, Col- 

lege-square. East, Belfast. 
Mac Cartie, Daniel, Esq., Skibber- 

een, Co., Cork. 
Mac Carthy, Rev. Justin, P.P., 

Mallow. 
Mac Carthy, Rev. J.. C.C, Mallow. 
Mac Carthy, John George, Esq., 

South Mall, Cork. 
Mac Carthy, Wm., Esq., Derryna- 

noul, Mitchelstown. 
Mac Carthy, Michael Felix, Esq., 

A.M., Dublin. 
Mac Carthy, Daniel, Esq., 2, Port- 

land place, Bath. 
Mac Dermott, Joseph, Esq., 1, 

Cowley-place, Dublin. 
Mac Douall, Professor Charles, 

Queen's College, Belfast. 
Mac Dowell, Patrick, Esq., R.A., 

74, Margaret-street East, Caven- 

dish-square, London. 
Mac Kenzie, JohnWhitefoord,Esq., 

F.S. A.S., 16, Royal Circus, 

Edinburgh. 
Mac Lauchlan, Rev. T., M.A., 

F.S.A.S., Free Gaelic Church, 

and 4, Viewforth, Edinburgh. 
Mac Loughlin, Very Rev. Francis, 

O. S. F., Willowbank Convent, 

Ennis. 
Mac Mahon, Rev. John, P.P., Kil- 

farboy and Miltownmalbay. 
Mac Mahon, Rev. James, C.C, 

Ennis. 
Macmahon, Rev. Patrick, P.P., 

Mountshannon Daly, Whitegate, 

Co. Gal way. 
Mac Namara, Daniel, Esq., Tullig, 

Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick. 
Mackesy, Mrs. Margaret E., Castle- 

town-Kilpatrick, Navan, Meath. 
Mac Namara, Michael, Esq., Soli- 

citor. Green Park, Ennis. 
Macray, Rev. W. D., M.A.. 69, 

HolyweU, Oxford. 
McCarthy, Rev. John, CC.,Mallow. 
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M'Cftrthy, T., Esq., Bandon* 

M'CuUaifli, Niidl, E«q,, Buciiofi 

Ayrm. 
M*l>cTitt, Kev, James. C.C, St. 

l*utrick*B College, Majnooth. 
M^Eyoj, D,, E«q., Urliogfard, Co. 

Kilkenny. 
M*Gfturunt John, Esq., We»tland- 

row, DubliiL 
M*Giutj, M., Esq., Bray* 
Madden, R©t. John, C.C., Gopt, 

Co, Galway^ 
5tud;gant Thomas, Esq** Kilmsht 
Ma^igan, Andrew, Esq., Kilrush. 
Magaurtto, Patrick, £&cl., Ballma* 

mof^, Co. Leitrim. 
Mage nn Is, Edward AuguJttii, Esq., 

d, Nortli-strfeet, Newry. 
MaK^ii^, Edward, Eftti-, J.P*, Bar* 

ri&ter, Gortoral House, SwanUii* 

bar, Co* Caraii. 
Maguir^p Nathaniel, Esq,, Bone- 
brook, Bawobuy, 
Mahony, ReT, Laurence, Buttevant, 

Co, Cork. 
Mahony, Hi chard, Esq., Dromote 

Caatle, Kenmare, 
Marnel, Mr. John, Pallas, Mary- 
borough. 
Martm. John, Esq,, 26, Rue Laee- 

p«de, Paris. 
Meagher, Yery Rev, Mcmgignore, 

WilHam, D,l>., V.G., P.P., Katb- 

mioeih Dublin. 
Meagher, Rtiv. John, C.C, Lorrha, 

BorriBokane. 
Meany, Rfjv, Patrick, CC, BaLly- 

knock, Carrick-on-Suir. 
Meany, Rev. G., C.C., St. James's 

Choreh, Blackburne Laniiashire. 
Moloney t Rev. Michael, C.C.^ Kil- 

btide, Wicklow. 
Moloney, Rev Thomas, C-C, Mul- 

lougb, Mil town malbay. 
Moloney, Rev, E.. P.P., Clough- 

Jordan & Monaea, Co. Tipperary, 
Moloney, P., Es^q., J all -St., Ennis. 
MonBell, Ut. Hon. William, M.P., 

Tcrvoe, Co. Limeriuk. 
Moore, John, Esq., Solicitor, Mid- 

leton, Cq. Cork. 
Moor^, Rev. PMli;p, C.C*, PUtown, 

Co. Kilkenny. 
Moore, Mr, Wni. E„ IT.T., Ca&tle- 

ciahon. 
Moran, Rst. Patrick, C.C., Kilkeo, 



Mofan, Michael, Esq., T>raii]gtii- 
nagli, Ennis. 

Moriarty, M., Esq., 8t, Mary'« 
Cottage. Dumtri^, 

Moroney^ Jeremiah, Esq., Philadel- 
phia, 

Morris, Henry, Esq., 4, Little Ship- 
street, Dublin. 

Moxon, Wm, MiJsoo, Esq., Survey- 
ing General E^caminer of Ejceise, 
Somei^iit House, London, 

Moylaii, John, Esq., Hatkkcftle. 

Moynahan, Mortimer, Esq., Skib- 
bereen, Co. Cork. 

Mulcahy, Rev. E,, P.P., Timo- 
leagne, Bandon. 

Multane, Mr. I^lichl., CastlemahoHi. 

Murray, Be v. Thomas L., P<P,, 
Kikolman, Mallow. 

Murphy^ E(!v. Dominick, South 
Presbytery, Cork. 

Murpiiy. Rev, Wm., C.C, Skib- 
bereen, Co Cork, 

Murphy, James, Esq,, l,LombaFd- 
street, Dublin. 

Murphy, M. A., Esq., 7, James**- 
Btreet, Liverpool. 

Murphy, Rev. T,, P.P., Youghal, 



N. 

Nash, David William, Esq,, Bar- 
rister, 9, Vyvy an Terrace, Clif^ 
ton, Bristol, 

Nash, Rev. A«, Rathkeale. 

Kealon, Jaa., Esq., Toooagli, Ennis. 

Newell, Rev. T., C.C, Ennistymon. 

Newport, Bev. Andw,, C.C, Euuis. 

Nicholson, John Armitage, Eaq , 
lielratb, Kella, Co. Meatb. 

O. 

O'Brien, Rt, Rev. Dominiek, D.D., 
Bishop of Waterford and Li^morej 
Waterford. 

O'Hea, Most Uev. Michael, D.D„ 
Bishop of Ross, Skibbereen, 

O'Brien, William Smith, Esq., 
M.R.I. A., Cahirmoyle, New^caatte 
West, Co. Limerick (4copiea). 

O^Brien, Edward W., Keq., Sch., 
4(J, Trinity College, Dublin, an J 
Cahirmoyle, Newcitstle W^jst, 
Co, Ltnicrick. 




O'BHen OTieljr, T., Esq., A.H., 

LL.B., Ruby Lodge» I>alkey, 

Co, DubUn. 
O'Beiroe^Crowe, Johti, A.B*« Pro- 

femoT of Celtic Languages, 

Queen's College, Gal way . 
0* Boyle, Rev, Thorn as, C,C*, South 

Gloyceater, Coufity of CarletaD, 

Cai^ada West, North Americii. 
0*Bfickley, Mr. David, 27, Hatton 

Garden, London, 
O'Brien, pAfcrick, Juo*, Esq*, Clare 

Castle, Go, Clare. 
O'Brien, Richard, E*q.M ^t Cam* 

den-strect, Dublin. 
O'Brien, Robert, Esq., Old Church, 

Liraerick. 
0*Brien, Mr, Daniel, St, David- 

Btreetj Cardiff 
O'Briea, Rev, William, CC, Kil- 

mihil^ Kilrush, Co. Clare. 
O'Brien, Mr. John. Ballycullen, 

Ashford. Co, Wicklow* 
O'Byrne, John, Esq,, 7, Jardln 

Royal, Toulouse, 
O'Byrne, Messrs. P, & Co., AatoaV 

quay, Dublin , 
O'CaUaghan^ Eugene, Esq., Lime- 
rick. 
O'Carroll, Rev, Yincent, 0,P,, St. 

Saviour's Priory, Limerick, 
0' Carroll, Ri^v, Christopher, CC*, 

Rue CuEtle, Craughwell, 
O'Cavenagh, John Eugene, Esq., 6, 

Efiseit- street, IsUngton, London. 
O'Cotinell, D,, Esq,, M, D., Flint- 

fleld, MilUstreet, Co. Cork, 
O^CounoT-Kerry, Kev, Chas. Jamee, 

CC, Sanditbrd, Dandrum, Co. 

DubUn, 
O'Connor, ^fiehuel, Esq., Glena* 

geary, Kingstown, 
O'Connor I Air. Thomas, 19, S heft- 
herd -etreet, Oxford at , London. 
O'Connor, Mr, Alichael, 97, St. 

Martin's Lane, London. 
O'Connor, l*atrick, Eaq., Secretary , 

Seientilic and Literary Society, 

Kilruah. 
O'Daly, John, Esq,, O'Daly'e 

Bridge, Kelis^ 
O'Didy, Mr. John, 9, Anglesea-st.i 

Dublin. 
0*l>onnelh Michael, Ettj,, SoUt^llor, 

Charleville, 



O'DonndJ, Rev. Patrick, CC, 

Carrie k- on -Suir, 
O'Donoghue, Rev. Eduiuml^ CX,, 

SbannoU'View, Shanagolden. 
O'Dono^hue, Bev, Philip, C»C., 

New York. 
O'Donohue, Francis, Esq , Bally* 

gurreen, Newmarket-on-Forgua, 
OT>onovan, John, LL.U,M.R,I.A. 

Barrister, 36, Upper Bucking- 
ham-street, Dublin 
O'Donovan, Mr. J., Ligbehoge, De- 
sert Serges, Bandon, 
O'Donovan-Eossa, Jeremiah, Esq , 

Skibbereeu, Co. Cork, 
O'Duffj, John, Esq., 7a, Dame- 

street, Dubhn (4 copies. ) 
O'Driscoll, Denis Florence, Esq., 

A.B , Senior Scholar in Natural 

Philosophy, Queen's Coll., Cork. 
O'Driscoll, John, Esq., 10, Angle- 

aea-Htrcet, Dublin. 
O'DriacoIl, Patk., Esq., C.E,, Enniji. 
O'FarrcU, Jamea, Esq,, 1, Bevois 

Cottager, Bevoit VaUey, South* 

ampton , 
O'FarreU, Rev. Mark, P.P., Eer- 

bane, Diocese of Arilagh. 
OTarrell, M. K„ Eaq,, 28, Upper 

Pem b roke- s treet , D ub lin , 
0*Flaherty, Martin, Eaq , Gfllway, 
OTlanagan, Mr, Jobn» Wellbrook, 

t*orofla, Co. Clare, 
OTlynn, Kev. John L., O.S.P.C, 

Chu roll-street Friary^ Dublin. 
O'Gorraan, Thos,, Esq., *>8, Oeytes- 

bury^sireet, Dublin. 
O'Grady^ Adutiral, Erinagh House, 

Castleconneli. 
O'Grady, Stan dish Hayev, Esq., 

Erinagh Douse, Castlticotinell. 
0*Grady, Rev, Thomas, Berehaveu, 
O'Grady, Rev. Thomas Stand ish, 

P,P„ Adare. 
O'Grady, Mr. Stephen, Kilareidy. 
0*Grady, Edwd., Esq., Raihkeale, 
O'Hagan, John, Est]., Barrister^ 

20, Ki Id are-street, Dubho, 
O'Hanlon, Rev. John, CO., 17, 

James'-streot, Dublin. 
O'ilanlon, David, Esq., M.D,, 

Ratliktalu. 
O'Hfinnigan, John, Esti,, Dungar^ 

van, Co, Waterford. 
O'Hara, Randall, Esq., 2^ John* 

street, Cardiff. 
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O'Hara, John, Esii . Cuflough, 

Bawnboy. 
O'Hem Patrick, Eaq., Bamloo. 
O'Herlihy^ P,» Esq , 33, Eljenezer 

Terrace^ SuBday'a Well, Cork. 
O'Higgin, Rev, B» J., Limerick. 
O'HorFaTJ, Rct. -^, CC, St. Lau- 
rence O^Toole's, Dflblm. 
0*KeWy, Win. Eaq., 32, Chestnut- 

street, LiTerpooL 
O'Keeffe, Connor, Eeq.» Queen's 

College, Cork, and Abbey riew^ 

Kilcreii* 
O'Kenrieily-MorrU, MicliaeU Esq*, 

A.B., M.D,,Queeti 'a University, 

Boulie, ivilcooley Co. Tipperary, 
O^Lavt^rty, Hev, Jamea* C.C., Dio* 

cesnti Seminary, BelfaBt, 
0*Loghleti, Sir Colmaii M., Bart,, 

20, Merdon-sq,, South, Dublin, 
0*Loghlen, Bryan, Esq,, Hockview, 

Eiiqis, 
0*Loonfy, Brijin, Monrtiel, Eanie* 

tymoiL 
0*Mahony, R^v, Thomas, P.P.. 

Cruslieen ant! Rath. Co. Clare, 
0*Mahciny, Rev. T hail dens A.B., 

24, Trinity College, Dublin. 
O'Mahony, JTames, Esq^., Bandon. 
O'Mahony, James, Esq., BaUiviU 

loDi% Randon. 
0*Meara, John, Esq., Birr* 
O^Neill, Geo. F., E?q., B,A„ Newry. 
0*Neill, Neal John, E^^q., Marino 

Crescent* Clontarf, and 82, JiLirl- 

borough-Btreet, Dublin. 
O^Keill, Rev. James, C.C, Bath- 

tormick, Co, Cork. 
0'R*4gEin, Mr.^— N.T„ Bally vobau. 
Ormond, Robert, Esq., M nigra ve- 

streot, Cork. 
O'Rourke. Rev* John, CO., Kings- 

town, Co. Dublin. 
Orr, Samnel, Esq., Elower Field, 

Coleraine. 
O'Snliivan, Denie, Esq.^ Bantry. 
O'Sullivan, Mr. James, 2, Cowan e* 

street, Stirling, Scotland. 

P, 

Parker, John H., Esq., Shamrock 
Lodge, Harold's Cross, Dublin, 

Parkhouse, Tljos., Eaq., Tiverton, 
Devon. 

Pettyj John, Esq., C-E*, Ennis, 



Phayer* William, Eatj., Limerick* 
Ph elan. Mr* Williani,WaIshes town* 
Fierce, Riebard, E«q , Waterliio 

Place, Wexford. 
Pigott, John Edw„ Esq * M.R.I.A., 

Barrister, 96, Lr* Leeson-street, 

Dublin. 
Pontet, Marc, Esq., 8, Upper 

Sackville-fltreet, Dublin * 
Power, Rev. Joseph, M.A., Uni* 

versity Library, Cambridge, 
Power, William, Esq-, 116, Bar- 
rack ^etreet, Wiiicrford. 
Power, Patrick James, Esq,, Cool* 

ngb, Dungarvan. 
Prim, John G. A„ Esq., Proprietor 

of the Moderutor^ Kilkeany, 

Q. 

Quaid, Rev, Patrick, P.P , Drom^ 

coUogher, and Broadford, Char- 

ieville, Co. Limerick. 
Quin, Very Rev, Andrew, P*P*, 

V,G„ Kilfenora and lUltoraght, 

Co, Clare. 
QuiuUvan, Rev, Michael, ^|JP,P», 

New market-on- Fergus, cGrClare. 

B. 

Raleigh, F, Gibbon, Esq,. Cftstlt- 

mahon. 
Reade, Rev. Geo, Forteseue, A.B., 

hmiskcen Rectory, Daudaik. 
Reeves, Rev, William, D.U. Lusk, 

Co, Dublin, 
Reeves, Rev. John, C.C., Kilmeidy- 
Reynolds, Thomas, Esq., City Mar- 

sliidl, Dublin, 
Boclie, Lewey, Esq., 49, Patrick-an, 

Cork. 
Roche, Mr. Michael, CastleraaiioD, 
Hooney, M. W., Esq., 20, Anglesea- 

street, Dublin, 
Rowan, Very Rev. Arelideaoon, 

D.D., M,R,I.A„ Traitie. 
Rowland, Julin T., Esq., Solicitor, 

Drogbeda. 
Royal Dublin Society^ Library of, 

]viLdare*street, Dubliii. 
Euflsell, Thomas 0*Neill. Esq,, 103, 

Grafton -street, Dublin. 
Ryan, Andrew, Esq., Gortkelly 

Castle, Borrisoleigh. 
Ryan, Patrick, Esq., St, Patrick'^ 

College, Maynooth. 
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Scott, William, Esq., Hanelagh, 
Co. Dublin. 

Shairp, John Campbell, Esq., the 
University, St. Andrews, Scot- 
land. 

Shaw, Mrs.; Monkstown, Cork. 

Sheahan, Michael, Esq., Buttevant. 

Sheahan, Mr. Daniel, Ardagh, New- 
castle West, Co. Limerick. 

Sheahan, Mr. Michael, Newcastle 
West Post Office, Co. Limerick. 

Sheehan, Daniel, Esq., 115, Patrick- 
street, Cork. 

Sheeh}', Geo., Esq., Castlemahon. 

Sheeliy, Henry, Esq., Fort William, 
Ballingarry, Co. Limerick. 

Siegfried, Rudolf Thomas, Ph. D., 
Trinity College, Dublin. 

Sigerson, Geo,, Esq., A.B., Queen's 
College, Cork. 

Skene, William F., Esq., 20, In- 
verleith-row, Edinburgh. 

Smiddy, Rev. Richd., C.C, Mallow. 

Soanes, Robert L., Esq,, 2, Royal 
Exchange Buildings, Corn hill, 
London. 
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